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December 12, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]Dear Listeners,

The National Eye Institute (NEI) has announced several promising new research developments. Most notable is the announcement of funding for eye transplant development here. There are also promising research developments for retinitis pigmentosa here, macular degeneration here and optic nerve regrowth here.

That’s in addition to a wide range of events and opportunities. I hope you find them interesting and useful.

Cheers, 
Sylvia

Here are the links to all the items below:
· CRISPR Gene Editing Promising for Blinding Disease Retinitis Pigmentosa
· UC Irvine-Co-Led Study Finds DNA Damage is Key Factor in Age-Related Macular Degeneration
· Nerve Regrowth in Sight
· ARPA-H Announces Funding for Development of Eye Transplantation
· Partner Study: Self Driving Car Simulation
· Discovering DBVI: A Video Series Showcasing DBVI Services and Impact
· Montgomery County's Commission on Aging to Highlight Services and Resources for Older Adults at Two Free Events in December
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
·  
· All Access Book Club
· Audio Described Performance of A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
· TUG Meeting: BARD on Alexa 
· “My Favorite Things: Singing the Songs of the Season” with Shana Tucker
· Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired
· Tech Talk Tuesdays: Tools for Reading (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Town Hall: Behind the Mic with Bob Johnson (Virtual Event)
· Annual Accessible Device Showcase
· The Feel of Nature: In-Person Tactile Tour of the Natural History Society of Maryland
· The Aging and Disability Resource Unit Visits the Maggie Nightingale Library
· Family Concert - New Orchestra of Washington
· Youth Braille Club
· POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Resiliency Workshop with Dr. Rob Gilbert
· POB Low Vision Support Group: iPhone Apps for Accessibility
· U.S. Access Board Presents Preliminary Findings on Artificial Intelligence (AI) For Disability Community and AI Practitioners
· POB Practical Solution Showcase (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Town Hall: Enhancing Your Quality of Life Through Vision Rehabilitation (Virtual Event)
· Glaucoma Research Update
· Audio Described Omnium Circus - I'm Possible
###

[bookmark: CRISPR]CRISPR GENE EDITING PROMISING FOR BLINDING DISEASE RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA
Krzysztof Palczewski, University of California Irvine, and David Liu, Broad Institute, corrected a mutation in a mouse model of the blinding disorder retinitis pigmentosa. Their gene editing strategy restored production of rhodopsin, a sensory protein crucial for vision, and led to improvements in retinal function and structure.  NEI news story.

[bookmark: AMD]UC IRVINE-CO-LED STUDY FINDS DNA DAMAGE IS KEY FACTOR IN AGE-RELATED MACULAR DEGENERATION
Dorota Skowronska-Krawczyk, University of California Irvine, and colleagues discovered that accumulated DNA damage in the retina is a key contributor to age-related macular degeneration and that targeting specific retinal cell types may lead to treatments that slow or stop progression. UC Irvine news story.

[bookmark: Nerve]NERVE REGROWTH IN SIGHT
Ephraim Trakhtenberg, Agnieska Lukomska, Bruce Rheaume, and Matthew Frost, University of Connecticut, regrew optic nerves in mice through eye injections of fibronectin peptides (pieces of the larger protein). Produced in high quantities by immune cells called macrophages, fibronectin is known to stimulate nerve regeneration. Lab-purified fibronectin can be concentrated for greater effect; however, it is too large to inject whole. In the future, Trakhtenberg hopes to test use of the peptides in a clinical trial. UConn news story.

[bookmark: ARPA]ARPA-H ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR DEVELOPMENT OF EYE TRANSPLANTATION
The Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H),  an agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), announced the teams to receive awards from its Transplantation of Human Eye Allografts (THEA) program. The agency's commitment is up to $125 million for a series of groundbreaking investments to develop the first-ever complete eye transplantation procedure and restore vision for the blind and visually impaired. NEI news story.
###
[bookmark: Car]PARTNER STUDY: SELF DRIVING CAR SIMULATION
Clemson University, in partnership with the National Federation of the Blind, is evaluating design features of a simulated automated car (i.e., self-driving car) with respect to the accessibility needs of individuals with visual, auditory, physical, and cognitive disabilities.

Basic eligibility requirements:  
Must be 18 years or older.
Must be able to get in and out of a vehicle on their own.

Location of study site:  National Federation of the Blind, Jernigan Institute, Baltimore, MD

What participants will do:
Meet the study team at a pre-specified location within Baltimore.
Use a phone application to call the automated car (much like an Uber or Lyft!)
Get in the vehicle. The vehicle will drive itself for about 2 miles.  
Important Note to the Organization being contacted: This is not a truly automated vehicle. A researcher, hidden from the view of the participants, will be operating the vehicle at all times.
Participants will be asked to complete a few tasks in the vehicle.
When the vehicle completes its route, the participants are done!
The study session should last about 1 hour. 

Participants will be compensated with a $40 gift card for their participation. 

To participate: Call (202) 649-0347
###

[bookmark: DBVI]DISCOVERING DBVI: A VIDEO SERIES SHOWCASING DBVI SERVICES AND IMPACT
These short videos show the different ways the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) helps individuals who are blind, vision impaired, or deafblind.

Whether you want to learn about their job training programs, services for students, or how they work with community partners, these videos will help you understand what they do. They are perfect for families, teachers, employers, and anyone curious about DBVI.

You can watch the videos on DBVI's YouTube channel at: Discovering DBVI Video Series.
###


[bookmark: Aging][bookmark: MoCo]MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S COMMISSION ON AGING TO HIGHLIGHT SERVICES AND RESOURCES FOR OLDER ADULTS AT TWO FREE EVENTS IN DECEMBER
Montgomery County's Commission on Aging (COA) will host two free events in December to showcase programs and resources that support older adults in living active, healthy and independent lives. The events will be held at 1 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 9, in Silver Spring and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15, in Bethesda.
Read More
	###



[bookmark: Theater]



[bookmark: AAPD]



THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, December 18th at 7:45 pm

Leopoldstadt
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, December 21st matinee

All the Devils are Here – How Shakespeare Invented the Villain
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, December 28th matinee

Death on the Nile
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Note Date Change:
Described Saturday, December 28th at 2:00 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

[bookmark: Access]All Access Book Club
	The first Thursday of each month at 11:00 am
Interested in attending a library program from the comfort of your living room? Then join the All Access Book Club. The book club is held over the phone, just like a conference call. Anyone can join, even people who are not part of the Fairfax County Library system’s Home Delivery and Talking Book programs. They encourage friendly conversation about the featured book, but anyone is welcome to join the call and just listen.
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Learn  more at All Access Book Club - Aging and Disability - Library Research at Fairfax County Government


###


[bookmark: Funny]Audio Described Performance of A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum
Friday, December 13th at 8:00 pm 
Signature Theatre
4200 Campbell Avenue, Arlington
Use code FORUMAD at checkout for 20% off your ticket purchase on the Signature Theatre website https://www.sigtheatre.org/events/202425/a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-the-forum/.  Tickets can also be purchased by calling the box office at (703)820-9771. 
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting: BARD on Alexa 
Saturday, December 14th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) will demonstrate the BARD Alexa skill.  In addition, some of this year's best new apps and websites will be discussed.

Who should attend:
· Individuals who want to read books on their Alexa-driven devices.
· Existing Alexa BARD skill users who may be encountering issues.
· People wanting to learn about new apps and websites benefitting low vision and blind users.

Call in Number
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523

Upcoming TUG Programs
January 11:  Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind and an Update from the Maryland Accessible Telecommunications Program
February 8: Bookshare App, Alexa Skill and more.

If you would like to listen to previous TUG recordings, please click 
https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Technology-User-Group.aspx.  You may also listen on the Maryland State Library Agency podcast channel at https://anchor.fm/mdstatelibrary or wherever you get your podcasts.
###

[bookmark: Songs]“My Favorite Things: Singing the Songs of the Season” with Shana Tucker
Sunday, December 15th from 3:00 to 4:15 pm
National Gallery of Art West Building, West Garden Court
6th and Constitution Avenue, NW
Registration Required at “My Favorite Things: Singing the Songs of the Season” with Shana Tucker — National Gallery of Art.
Join renowned vocalist and cellist Shana Tucker as she brings her unique genre of “ChamberSoul” to your favorite holiday standards. Tucker is joined by award-winning jazz pianist and arranger Christian Tamburr and upright bassist Kenny Phelps-McKeown. Having headlined everywhere from The Apollo Theater to Lincoln Center, you can’t miss the artistry and musical collaboration these artists bring to the stage. 
###

[bookmark: VABoard]Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired
Tuesday, December 17th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond
Join either virtual: Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161-472-8481
Passcode: 035039
Or via Telephone -
(646) 828-7666
Meeting ID: 161-472-8481
Passcode: 035039
Public Comments will be received at 11:10 am
###

[bookmark: Tech]Tech Talk Tuesdays: Tools for Reading (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, December 17th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Do you have trouble reading? Join Rachel Schreiman, POB Low Vision Resource Navigator, to learn about resources and tools available to assist those with visual impairments with reading.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 at least 24 hours before the event.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall: Behind the Mic with Bob Johnson (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, December 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Guest Speaker: Bob Johnson of RJVoices
Join Bob as he shares his journey from Intelligence to voice acting, including his work with Audible, the Metropolitan Washington Ear, and more, showcasing the power of his captivating voice!
Call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: Device]Annual Accessible Device Showcase
Wednesday, December 18th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Register now through the NFB Website
Whether you are buying for yourself or searching for the perfect gift for family or friends, it can be hard to find consumer electronic devices accessible to blind and low-vision individuals. The National Federation of the Blind in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities is hosting this Accessible Device Showcase. This showcase will help you write a gift or personal wish list with the latest accessible consumer electronic devices from smart homes to leisure activities.
###


[bookmark: LBPD]The Feel of Nature: In-Person Tactile Tour of the Natural History Society of Maryland
Thursday, December 19th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Outside LBPD/MSLA
Sponsored by the Friends of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LPBD)
With five very distinct physiographic regions that range from mountaintops to the seashore, Maryland is often referred to as America in miniature. During this visit, you will get to explore the rocks, minerals, fossils, plants, and animals that tell the 4.6 billion year story of this place called Maryland. Special 8-million-year-old souvenir included!
Registration required. Limited to 12 people. Transportation will not be provided.
https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/NaturalHistory24
###
[bookmark: Maggie]The Aging and Disability Resource Unit Visits the Maggie Nightingale Library
Friday, December 20th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Maggie Nightingale Library
19633 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville
Learn about the variety of resources available to Montgomery County older adults, people with disabilities and/or caregivers.
The Aging and Disability Resource Unit provides personalized hands-on assistance, referrals to services and specific information to older adults, people with disabilities and caregivers.  A representative will be at the Maggie Nightingale Library to answer questions related to housing, transportation, staying healthy, and much more.  Learn about the rich variety of resources available to Montgomery County, MD residents.   No registration necessary. 
### 

[bookmark: Concert]Family Concert - New Orchestra of Washington
Friday, December 20th from 4:30 to 5:30pm
Germantown Library
19840 Century Boulevard, Germantown
Register required at AudienceView Professional
The New Orchestra of Washington invites you to La Música De Las Américas, a festive and heartwarming concert designed for the entire family! The program will take you on a musical journey across the Americas—featuring lively, familiar, and warm melodies from North, Central, and South America, curated and conducted by Ahmed Alabaca. 
Questions about this program? Contact the branch: 240-777-0110
###

[bookmark: Club]Youth Braille Club
Friday, December 20th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205B (2nd Floor)
	
	
	


Braille is the world's most popular system of tactile reading and writing!
They will play tactile games, build with braille LEGOs, check out books, and more! No prior knowledge of braille is required.
 
Contact the Center for Accessibility with questions or for reasonable accommodations. Email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.  Phone 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, January 3rd from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
January’s book is After the Funeral and Other Stories by Tessa Hadley.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###
[bookmark: Rob]Resiliency Workshop with Dr. Rob Gilbert
Tuesday, January 7th at 6:00 pm
Overwhelmed by daily stresses? Kick off the New Year with Resiliency! Learn how to create strategies to boost self-confidence, overcome worry and doubt and set wellness goals. This opportunity is open to everyone served by DBVI and DBVI staff!
Register today!
###

[bookmark: iPhone]POB Low Vision Support Group: iPhone Apps for Accessibility
Tuesday, January 10th from 1:00 to 6:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA
Join to explore iPhone apps that support people with low vision in their daily lives. Bring your iPhone!
To RSVP, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: AI]U.S. Access Board Presents Preliminary Findings on Artificial Intelligence (AI) For Disability Community and AI Practitioners
New Date
Tuesday, January 14th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
As part of the Developing Artificial Intelligence (AI) Equity, Access & Inclusion for All Series, the Access Board will present its preliminary findings on the risks and benefits of AI for people with disabilities. The findings are based on the outcomes of three recent AI hearings held in August 2024, independent research and engagements, as well as comments received from the public. The presentation will take place virtually.
· Zoom Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1601731944
· Meeting ID: 160 173 1944
· Passcode: 524293
Learn more at U.S. Access Board Presents Preliminary Findings on Artificial Intelligence (AI) for Disability Community and AI Practitioners.
###

[bookmark: Vision]Virtual Low Vision Town Hall: Enhancing Your Quality of Life Through Vision Rehabilitation 
Wednesday, January 15th from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Speaker: Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., Low Vision Optometrist, Low Vision Services PLC
Join Dr. Alibhai to discuss low vision rehabilitation, including when to start, available options, and practical strategies. Learn how vision rehabilitation can help maximize your remaining vision and improve your overall quality of life.
Call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: Showcase]POB Practical Solution Showcase (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, January 21st from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Have a practical, low-tech, or no-tech item that makes life easier? Share your idea, whether it’s a helpful large-print product, a new device, or a simple, impactful find! Submit by January 15 to participate. Let’s inspire each other with creative solutions to everyday challenges.
To submit, call (301) 951-4444 or email taziz@youreyes.org.
###

[bookmark: Glaucoma]Glaucoma Research Update
Saturday, January 25th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Presentation
12 p.m. – 2 p.m. Free Glaucoma Screening
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Special Guest: Arthur Schwartz, M.D., Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons
Join Dr. Schwartz, a nationally recognized glaucoma expert, to learn about the latest research and updates on glaucoma, a leading cause of vision loss and blindness. After the presentation, POB will offer free glaucoma screenings. All are welcome!
To RSVP, call (301) 951-4444.
###


[bookmark: Circus]Audio Described Omnium Circus - I'm Possible
Saturday, February 22md at 2:00 pm (Doors open at 1:00)
Warner Theatre 
513 13th Street, NW
Omnium Circus is a nonprofit organization whose mission it is to create world-class entertainment celebrating diversity, accessibility & inclusion.
For general ticketing and event questions, please contact the Warner Box Office at WarnerBoxOffice@LiveNation.com. 
Babes in arms do not require tickets.
For Premium Seating information, please reach out to Maryclaire Griffin at MaryclaireGriffin@LiveNation.com or call 202-626-8255. Visit OmniumCircus.org for more info!
###
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