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June 5, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
Dear Listeners,

Among the usual variety of events and opportunities this week is a virtual Lunch and Learn featuring the Lotus, a wearable ring that allows the user to control lights, fans, your TV, etc. from anywhere in the room here and a seminar on how to create a podcast here. We hope you enjoy all the items below and find them useful.

Cheers, 
Sylvia

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· FFB Science and Research Content Survey
· Accessing Autonomous Vehicles
· Assistive Technology Classes Continue at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library 
· New AT in the Demo & Loan Library of the Maryland Technology Assistance Program
· Maryland AT Library Tours
· Maryland IT Accessibility Corps Recruiting
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Youth Braille Club 
· Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation
· iBUG Café Virtual Meeting
· ACB of Virginia Meeting - Starting a Business in 2025: Real Stories, Real Advice from Blind Entrepreneurs
· Davis Library No Pressure Book Discussion - Virtual
· CENA Seminar Series: How to Create a Podcast as a Blind Person
· Hadley Crafting Circle - Quilting Tips, Tools, and Projects
· AT Highlight Virtual Lunch & Learn: Lotus Ring
· Hadley Book Nook - Short Reads
· Maryland Commission on Disabilities Virtual Meeting
· Wheaton Summer Concert Series: The Nighthawks (Blues)
· TUG Meeting - ReBokeh Vision Technologies, Inc. & HumanWare
· Columbia Pike Blues Festival 
· Hadley Resource Roundtable - Medication Management and Safety Tips
· NFB CENA Virtual Access Boutique Series: Advocating for Accessibility Refresh
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion - Is a Smart Watch Right for You?
· Karaoke Night
· Hadley What's Cooking? - Not Your Same Old Sandwich
· Accessible Board and Card Game Night
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: From Standards to Support: Understanding the Access Board's Role in Accessibility
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB SCIENCE AND RESEARCH CONTENT SURVEY
Communicating news and information on retinal disease research and science is a critical part of the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) mission. They ask that you take two minutes to complete an eleven-question survey. The survey will tell them how well they are communicating retinal disease science and research, and which topics are most important to you.

Take the survey at 2025 Foundation Science and Research Content Survey by Friday, June 13th.
###

[bookmark: Auto]ACCESSING AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES
On Monday, June 2, Claire Stanley, the Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs for the American Council of the Blind (ACB), attended a budget oversight hearing for the District of Columbia’s Committee on Transportation and the Environment. The City Council’s committee is discussing the 2026 budget. ACB and other blind advocacy groups previously spoke at a Council hearing to talk about the potential opportunities that can come from the introduction of autonomous vehicles in the District and other cities across the country. Claire attended this meeting to further emphasize this point; statements made by the District have included promises to introduce autonomous vehicles (AV) onto the streets of Washington, D.C. sometime in 2026. More details are at: Accessing Autonomous Vehicles | American Council of the Blind.
###

[bookmark: MLK]ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY CLASSES CONTINUE AT MLK Memorial Library
Jaws for Windows, VoiceOver for iOS, Talkback for Android, and Beginner Braille classes will continue through the summer at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library’s Center for Accessibility at 901 G Street, NW as follows:

JAWS for Windows: Wednesdays
June 4 - Aug 13 (no class July 2nd)
Keyboarding: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Intro: 12:15 - 1:15 p.m.  
Intermediate Drop-In Clinic: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

VoiceOver for iOS: Thursdays  
June 5 - Aug 14 (no class July 3rd)
Siri with iPhone: 12 - 1:00 p.m.
Intro to VoiceOver: 1 - 2 p.m.
Intermediate Drop-In and Apps: 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.

Talkback for Android: Fridays
June 6 - Aug 15 (no class July 4th)
10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
 
 Beginner Braille: Saturdays
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
This is a beginner level braille class that will take you through knowing all of the braille alphabet. You will learn to work with a slate and stylus and how to use a Perkins brailler.
	
	



To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Demo]NEW AT IN THE DEMO & LOAN LIBRARY OF THE MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
· Lotus Ring - Wearable ring that controls objects at home featured on virtual event here
· ﻿Irisscan Visualizer - Visualizer & OCR scanner all in one
To request a consultation, demonstration, or device loan, submit your AT request at MDTAP AT Service Request.
###

[bookmark: Tours]MARYLAND AT LIBRARY TOURS
Would you like to see some of the newest assistive technology (AT) on the market?
Would you like to talk with an assistive technology clinician to learn more?
Schedule a customized tour of the Maryland AT library to learn about how AT can best help you, your friends, your family or your clients!
To schedule a tour, contact the Maryland Department of Disabilities Technology Assistance Program at 410-554-9230 or email mdtap.general@maryland.gov.
###

[bookmark: IT]MARYLAND IT ACCESSIBILITY CORPS RECRUITING
The  Maryland Department of Disabilities is recruiting participants for an IT Accessibility Corps under the DSCI Service Year Option! To learn more, contact them at mdod.nva@maryland.gov.
###

[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

King James
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, June 7th at 2:00 pm

Frankenstein
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, June 14th at 2:00 pm

Ain’t Too Proud – The Life and Times of the Temptations
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described, Saturday, June 21st at 2:00 pm and 
Sunday, June 22nd at 7:30 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

[bookmark: Club]Youth Braille Club
Friday, June 6th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm
MLK Library Center for Accessibility, 
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-B 
Kids and teens are invited to join Braille Club! This program is designed for low vision and blind youth, but all kids are welcome!
 
In June, they will play games, make art projects, and enjoy awesome books.  No knowledge of Braille is necessary.
 
Contact the Center for Accessibility with questions or for reasonable accommodations. Email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.  Phone 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Lab]Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation
	Saturday, June 7th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm (Virtual on Zoom)
The speaker, Chrichelle Brown, is a dedicated advocate for individuals with disabilities within the blind community in the Washington, D.C., area. Her notable roles include:
 
Information Referral Specialist: Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind (CLB), a nonprofit organization serving the blind and visually impaired in the D.C. area. 
 
Second Vice-President: National Federation of the Blind of the District of Columbia (NFB-DC), where she has been instrumental in advocacy efforts for over a decade. 
 
Secretary: Sports and Recreation Division of NFB-DC, contributing to initiatives that promote physical activity and community engagement among blind individuals. 
 
Her extensive knowledge of resources in the D.C., Maryland, and Virginia (DMV) area underscores her commitment to improving the lives of those with disabilities.
 
The Accessibility Lab Speaker Series is a monthly event bringing together the disability, assistive technology, and accessibility communities to share information and network. These presentations will build a network of accessibility advocates, raise awareness of the issues of importance to the community, empower patrons with disabilities, promote inclusive practices and professional development, and inspire innovation. 
Register at Meeting Registration - Zoom.
###




[bookmark: iBug]
iBUG Café Virtual Meeting
Sunday, June 8th at 5:00 pm
 This session will explore the updated Seeing AI app and includes the following:
1. Introduction and App Overview.
2. Overview and Demo of Reading features.
3. Overview and Demo of Describe Scene feature.
4. Overview and Demo of Other Channels.

Join the Zoom meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/7428486329?pwd=M003RmZaa3pTbWRlZ00xbSs4YTlmUT09

One tap mobile from a smartphone: +13462487799,,7428486329#,,,,*369978# US

Dial from a phone: +1 346 248 7799 US
Meeting ID: 742 848 6329, Password: 369978
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACB of Virginia Meeting - Starting a Business in 2025: Real Stories, Real Advice from Blind Entrepreneurs
Monday, June 9th at 7:00 pm
Have you ever dreamed of starting your own business, but wondered how to get started, especially as a blind entrepreneur? Join this meeting that will spotlight two successful blind business owners who turned their passion into thriving enterprises:
· Jason (JJ) Meddaugh, Owner of A T Guys
· Tricia Waechter, Owner of Blind Girl Designs
In this powerful panel discussion, you'll hear:
· The journeys of Jason and Tricia as they launched their companies
· What they learned—and what they wish they'd known earlier
· Advice for others exploring entrepreneurship
· Tools, supports, and resources available to blind business owners
Whether you're actively working on a business idea, supporting someone who is, or just curious about what it takes—this session will leave you informed and inspired.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86481244260?pwd=ekgxYldXMnlqYk16MFlua0lIQnozZz09
Meeting ID: 864 8124 4260
Passcode: 111222
One-Tap Mobile: +13017158592,,86481244260#,,,,*111222# US (Washington, DC)
Dial-In Option: +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington, DC)
###

[bookmark: Davis]Davis Library No Pressure Book Discussion - Virtual
Tuesday, June 10th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Virtual Branch
Talk about books you've read - and meet other book lovers!
Join the book discussion to discuss what you've been reading and to meet fellow book lovers! You can talk about any book, so there is no pressure.
Please register at Davis No Pressure Book Discussion - Virtual - Montgomery County Public Libraries
The Zoom link will be sent to registrants the day before the discussion.
NEW: You will need to be signed into Zoom to attend this program via the web.
To sign in, you must first create a free account: https://zoom.us/signup.
###

[bookmark: Podcast]CENA Seminar Series: How to Create a Podcast as a Blind Person
Wednesday, June 11th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Have you ever thought that you’d love to give podcasting a try, but just don’t have a clue about how to get started? Our four-hour podcasting seminar is led by Jonathan Mosen, who has over 20 years of podcasting experience. It covers every aspect of creating a successful podcast, from technical considerations to crafting compelling content.
Register at Accessibility Boutique Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
###
		





[bookmark: Craft]
Hadley Crafting Circle - Quilting Tips, Tools, and Projects
Wednesday, June 11th at 5:00 pm
From prep work to patchwork and beyond, explore the joys of quilting—plus the tools and techniques that make it more accessible, and the projects that have been created, admired, and enjoyed.
Sign up to join at Crafting Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

	[bookmark: Lotus]AT Highlight Virtual Lunch & Learn: Lotus Ring
Thursday, June 12th from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Hosted by the Maryland Department of Disabilities Assistive Technology Program
Lotus is a wearable ring that allows the user to control lights, fans, your TV, etc. from anywhere in the room, up to 30 feet away. The ring is lightweight and waterproof. A quick 1-hour charge lasts for months. No app, no WiFi - use it anywhere!

Demonstration and presentation provided by Natalie Shearer, head of Accessibility & Operations for Lotus.

Register at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###




[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook - Short Reads
Thursday, June 12th at 12:30 pm
Whether you’re easing back into reading or just love a quick, compelling tale, short stories offer big ideas in a small package. Join to discuss what makes a short story stand out, where to find great ones, and share your favorites.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: MD]Maryland Commission on Disabilities Virtual Meeting
Thursday, June 12th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
If you would like to attend, please send rsvp to Ellis Sardorian via email or by phone at 410-767-3653.
###

[bookmark: Wheaton]Wheaton Summer Concert Series: The Nighthawks (Blues)
Friday, June 13th 
Happy Hour 5:00 pm
Performance 6:30 to 8:30 
The Marian Fryer Town Plaza 
2424 Reedie Drive 
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting - ReBokeh Vision Technologies, Inc. & HumanWare
Saturday, June 14th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) will have two guest speakers.  First will be Rebecca Rosenberg, an engineer, who is Founder and CEO of ReBokeh Vision Technologies, Inc.  Creator of the ReBokeh See Your World app, she will talk about its functionality and future plans.  This app is designed for people with low vision, allowing them to enhance their visual experiences in real-time using their smartphone cameras.  It offers customizable filters to adjust contrast, color, brightness, and other visual elements, helping users see more clearly.

Next, Michael Battista from HumanWare will talk about the Prodigi software for Windows.  The paid software features adjustable magnification, text-to-speech, and customizable contrast modes.  The software is designed to be intuitive and user-friendly, allowing individuals to personalize their experiences.
The presentation will begin at 10 AM and last sixty minutes.
Who should attend?
· Assistive technology enthusiasts.
· Caregivers and service providers for the blind.
· Individuals with print disabilities.
Low vision patrons.
This program will be recorded.
		Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
 
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

	Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523





###

[bookmark: Pike]Columbia Pike Blues Festival 
Saturday, June 14th from 1:00 to 8:30pm
This festival is a high-energy summer celebration that brings music, community, and culture to the heart of Arlington’s most vibrant corridor. Presented by the Columbia Pike Partnership in collaboration with Arlington Arts, the festival showcases the best of the DMV’s musical talent while honoring the rich diversity and spirit of Columbia Pike.

Each year, thousands gather to enjoy a day filled with live blues music, local vendors, food and drink, and family-friendly fun. From legendary performers to neighborhood favorites, the festival lineup reflects the community’s creative heartbeat. More than a music event, the Columbia Pike Blues Festival is a tribute to the people, stories, and sounds that make the Pike a place like no other.
More details and a schedule of performances is at Columbia Pike Blues Festival – Columbia Pike Partnership.
###

[bookmark: Med]Hadley Resource Roundtable - Medication Management and Safety Tips
Tuesday, June 17th at 2:00 pm
Finding the right medication and taking the correct dose doesn’t have to be tricky with vision loss. Join us as they share tips and strategies for managing medication safely.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: CENA]NFB CENA Virtual Access Boutique Series: Advocating for Accessibility Refresh
Tuesday, June 24th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Whether in school, the workplace, or everyday life, we often encounter products or services which are not accessible. While lawsuits get most of the attention, many products and services are made accessible through the efforts of their users. This session will cover:
· What information you need and how to gather it
· Getting through to the right department or person at a company
· How to compile a detailed issue report
· What you can try when a company doesn’t respond
· The National Federation of the Blind inaccessibility tracker form where you can share your experiences.

Register at Accessibility Boutique Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion - Is a Smart Watch Right for You?
Tuesday, June 24th at 2:00 pm
Thinking about getting a smart watch? Or maybe you’ve got one and aren’t sure you’re making the most of it. Join to chat about what they can do, how accessible they really are, and what to keep in mind before diving in.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Karaoke]Karaoke Night
Wednesday, June 25th from 4:00 to 7:00pm
Benning (Dorothy I. Height) Neighborhood Library
700 Pennsylvania Ave SE 
Meeting Room 1 (25-100 Person Capacity)
Come perform your favorite tunes every last Wednesday of the month from 4-7.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What's Cooking? - Not Your Same Old Sandwich
Wednesday, June 25th at 5:00 pm
Skip the usual "bread and meat" sandwich—try wraps, quesadillas, pitas, or go breadless. Sandwich making is great for practicing skills like spreading, slicing, and peeling. Share favorite recipes and tips!
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Game]Accessible Board and Card Game Night
	Thursday, June 26th at 4:00 pm
MLK Library Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-H
Play accessible Scrabble, Monopoly, Bingo, Uno, and more! Boards and cards are tactile and include braille and large print labeling. All are welcome!   


###

[bookmark: Board]U.S. Access Board Webinar: From Standards to Support: Understanding the Access Board's Role in Accessibility
Thursday, July 3rd from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
Have you previously attended U.S. Access Board webinars or reached out with questions and training about accessibility? You might be surprised to learn that some questions may be outside the scope of the U.S. Access Board's Office of Information and Technical Services (OTIS). Join this informative to explore the U.S. Access Board's crucial role in creating, training, and enforcing accessibility standards for everything from buildings and public spaces to transportation and information and communication technology. Plus, they will explain areas in which other federal agencies lead and enforce specific accessibility standards. Don't miss out on this opportunity to understand the full landscape of accessibility!

For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. All webinars include video remote interpreting (VRI) and real-time captioning. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site. 
More information is at From Standards to Support: Understanding the Access Board’s Role in Accessibility.
###
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