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July 31, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

MWE has partnered with Manna Food Center to further serve the community.  We will be getting food shipments on Tuesday and Thursday.  If you are interested in getting food, contact the office at 301-681-6636

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Medication Reminders Now Available on ScripTalk Mobile iOS App
· Jazzy Sundays in Anacostia
· FCC Chairman Carr Announces Winners of Chairman’s Awards for Advancements in Accessibility
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
· Sports for Low Vision – Hadley Virtual Discussion Group
· Igniting Independence with AT & AT Financing
· Enjoying Our National Parks – Hadley Virtual Travel Talk Discussion Group
· All Access Book Club
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: Your Voice, Your Vote—Accessible Polling Places and Election Supporting Technology
· Embracing Braille – Hadley Virtual Braille Around the House Discussion Group
· TUG Meeting - BARD Website and DA2 Release
· Publishing Online – Hadley Virtual Writers' Circle Discussion Group
· Classroom Classics – Hadley Virtual Book Nook Discussion Group
· DBVI State Rehabilitation Council
· Access in Chromebooks Webinar
· LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
· Building Inclusive Outdoor Recreation Programs – A Virtual Webinar
· Accessible Board and Card Game Night
· Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation 
· Fiddle and Guitar Duo: Dana Lyn and Kyle Sanna 
· America InSight 
· ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference
###

[bookmark: Med]MEDICATION REMINDERS NOW AVAILABLE ON ScripTalk MOBILE iOS App
From En-Vision America and shared by David Goldfield:
Never forget to take your medications again! This new ScripTalk Mobile iOS App feature lets you easily create and manage reminders for each medication you have.

Download or Update the ScripTalk Mobile App from the App Store. To enable this new Reminders feature and to read about how to use it, go to Help inside the ScripTalk Mobile App.

These reminders are fully customizable (five-minute increments) and tied into your iPhone’s critical alerts so you never miss a dose! There is even AI Assistant Support that reads your labels and suggests reminder times based on your prescription instructions. And this new feature is fully compatible with VoiceOver.
###
[bookmark: Jazz]
[bookmark: Jazzy]JAZZY SUNDAYS IN ANACOSTIA
	


The Jazzy Sundays in Anacostia free concert series is underway. With concerts happening nearly every Sunday through September 7, check out the schedule and make plans to enjoy good music with good company in the great Ward 8.
When: Sundays at 4:00 p.m., through September 7
Where: 1234 Marion Barry Avenue SE
August 3 – Marshall Keys & Soulful Path
August 10 – Jeremiah “Jus Brea” Boulware
August 17 – Tyler Moonlight
August 24 – Cecily Bumbray
September 7 – Dante Pope (FINALE)
More information and free tickets: anacostiabid.org/jazzy-sundays-series 
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC CHAIRMAN CARR ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF CHAIRMAN’S AWARDS FOR ADVANCEMENTS IN ACCESSIBILITY
On July 24, 2025, FCC Chairman Carr honored individuals who have made lasting and impactful contributions to the advancement of accessible communications technologies and services in the fields of policy, advocacy, research, and design.  While celebrating the 35th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), FCC Chairman Carr announced the 2025 winners of the FCC Chairman's Awards for Advancement in Accessibility (FCC Chairman's AAA).
 
The winners of the 2025 Chairman's AAA are:
· Victoria Bond – Community Outreach Coordinator at the Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs
· Greg Hlibok – Chief Legal Officer for ZVRS and Purple Communications; Trustee at Gallaudet University
· Nikolas Kelly – Chief Product Officer, Sign-Speak, Inc.
· Dr. Christian Vogler – Director of the Gallaudet University Technology Access Program (TAP) and Principal Investigator of the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on Telecommunications Access
 
Link to Public Notice:
URL:  https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-honors-4-individuals-awards-advancement-accessibility
 
More information about the Chairman's AAA is available at www.fcc.gov/FCCAAA. 
###

[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Saturday, August 16th at 1:00 pm

The Inheritance Part One
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, September 27th at 1:00 pm

Merry Wives
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, September 27th at 2:00 pm 
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

	



	






	 
[bookmark: Rec]Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation
Wednesday, July 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Virtual (link provided upon registration)
Hosted by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This session will explore strategies for identifying or creating accessible recreational opportunities at the local level. There will be representatives from Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes, Achilles International, and Catalyst Sports who will offer practical tips to help you work with local recreation centers, municipal parks departments, or other local groups to make their existing programs more accessible for people with disabilities.

The speakers will also discuss what it takes, and what sources of support are available, to start a new adaptive sports program or organization in your own community.

Register at Identifying Partners and Creating Opportunities: Enhancing Access to Recreation.
###

[bookmark: Sports]Sports for Low Vision – Hadley Virtual Get Up and Go Discussion Group
Tuesday, August 5th and the 1st Tuesday of Every Month at 2:00 pm 
They will chat about traditional sports like golf and tennis, as well as games designed for no sight—such as goalball and beep baseball. Share your favorites or discover something new!
Sign up to join at Get Up and Go! Fitness | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AT]Igniting Independence with AT & AT Financing
Wednesday, August 6th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities
This seminar will explore the latest advancements in assistive technology. They will provide an overview of MDTAP's services, with a focus on the newest hearing and vision technologies. Additionally, they will discuss financial options for assistive technology loans, including devices such as hearing aids, vision aids, communication aids, as well as home modifications and vehicles.
Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/eKE9f7A6TfiCIk2DoB3mNg#/registration   
###

[bookmark: Parks]
Enjoying Our National Parks – Hadley Virtual Travel Talk Discussion Group
Wednesday, August 6th and the 1st Wednesday of Every Month at 5:00 pm 
Join the discussion to talk about favorite national parks, what it takes to prepare for a visit, and how to enjoy them with all our senses.  Sign up to join at Travel Talk | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Club]All Access Book Club
Thursday, August 7th at 11:00 am
This month’s selection is A Life on Our Planet by David Attenboroug The All Access Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: US]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Your Voice, Your Vote—Accessible Polling Places and Election Supporting Technology
Thursday, August 7th from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
Join the U.S. Access Board and the U.S. Elections Assistance Commission (EAC) for a webinar on voting accessibility. The Help America Vote Act (HAVA) created the U.S. Elections Assistance Commission and the right for voters with disabilities to mark, cast and verify their ballots privately and independently. This webinar will cover data related to polling place accessibility during the 2024 election, including election-supporting technologies. Presenters will discuss standards related to polling place accessibility such as the Voluntary Voting Systems Guidelines (VVSG) and draft standards developed by the EAC's Election Supporting Technology Evaluation Program. Additionally, presenters will demonstrate EAC accessibility web tools, research, and checklists designed to ensure polling place accessibility.

For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. All webinars include video remote interpreting (VRI) and real-time captioning. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.

Learn more at Your Voice, Your Vote—Accessible Polling Places and Election Supporting Technology.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Embracing Braille – Hadley Virtual Braille Around the House Discussion Group
Thursday, August 7th and the 1st Thursday of Every Month at 12:30 pm 
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
[bookmark: video-133-skip-video]Did you know that braille can be a great tool for keeping yourself organized? From labeling your spices to writing a to-do list, come share your favorite ways to use braille for keeping yourself on task.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting - BARD Website and DA2 Release
Saturday, August 9th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The DA2 will soon be going out to qualified patrons who can utilize the player's advanced options. Learn what the DA2 can do well, what's different from the previous player, and what may surprise you.
BARD 2.0 is the new NLS website for NLS's Maryland patrons. Many changes have occurred, and these new features will be showcased.
Who should attend?
· Current BARD patrons, especially those who use the BARD website.
· Individuals who have the current NLS advanced player, aka the DA1.
· Curious tech enthusiasts.
The Technology User Group (TUG) profiles recent changes to the NLS website and equipment.

Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523
###

[bookmark: Publish]Publishing Online – Hadley Virtual Writers' Circle Discussion Group
Tuesday, August 12th and the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm From blogs to Substack and beyond— look at the free and low-cost sites where we can upload and share our work.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Classroom Classics – Hadley Virtual Book Nook Discussion Group
Thursday, August 14th and the 2nd Thursday of Every Month at 12:30 pm 
Did a book assigned by your high school English teacher spark your love for reading? Join us and bring the favorites that make you nostalgic for school days.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: DBVI]DBVI State Rehabilitation Council
Friday, August 15th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond 
Attendance in-person or virtual
Join virtual: Zoom link
Password: 310251
Or Telephone: Dial: (646) 828 - 7666 (US Toll) 
   Meeting ID: 161 876 1637
   Password: 310251
Public comments will be received at 10:10 am.
Agenda will be announced soon.
###

[bookmark: Chrome]Access in Chromebooks Webinar
Thursday, August 20th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities
This training focuses on optimizing Chromebooks for enhanced accessibility. They will explore both the integrated tools (such as the screen reader, dictation, and display options) and various extensions available through the Chrome Web Store. Participants will acquire the knowledge to configure their Chromebooks to accommodate diverse user needs effectively.
Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uFYA0xV7RVynaZ9kk9BWlA#/registration .
###

[bookmark: Ballet]LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants
August 21st at 11:00 am (in person)
Join a joyful, movement-filled hour designed primarily for individuals who are blind or have low vision! Taught by experienced dance instructor Robyn Hughes, this introductory ballet class focuses on body awareness, graceful movement, and creative expression. No prior dance experience is needed, just the ability to move your arms and legs comfortably. Registration required at LBPD Event: Intro to Ballet for Blind and Low Vision Participants - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency. 
A minimum of four people is needed for the class to proceed. The class is capped at 10 people.
###

[bookmark: Build]Building Inclusive Outdoor Recreation Programs – A Virtual Webinar
Wednesday, August 27th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
The Mid-Atlantic ADA Center is excited to welcome Amanda Espinoza and Jennene Blakely from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Montgomery County Parks, as their featured speakers. They’ll share insights and strategies on how to create outdoor recreation opportunities that are welcoming and accessible to all.
More details and registration information coming soon!
###

[bookmark: Game]Accessible Board and Card Game Night
	Thursday, August 28th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
MLK Library Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-H
Play accessible Scrabble, Monopoly, Bingo, Uno, and more! Boards and cards are tactile and include braille and large print labeling. All are welcome!   


###

[bookmark: Lab]Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation
	Saturday, August 30th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Virtual on Zoom
Speaker: Peter L. Stephan, Attorney Advisor, DC Office of Disability Rights (ODR)
In this role as Attorney Advisor, Mr. Stephan provides legal counsel on disability rights and ensures compliance with relevant laws and regulations. 
 
Before joining ODR, Mr. Stephan served as a staff attorney at Disability Rights DC (DRDC) at University Legal Services. In this role, he advocated for the rights of individuals with disabilities in Washington, D.C.
 
Mr. Stephan's dedication to disability rights and his extensive legal experience underscore his commitment to advocating for individuals with disabilities in Washington, D.C.
 
The Accessibility Lab Speaker Series is a monthly event bringing together the disability, assistive technology, and accessibility communities to share information and network. These presentations will build a network of accessibility advocates, raise awareness of the issues of importance to the community, empower patrons with disabilities, promote inclusive practices and professional development, and inspire innovation. 
 
The presentation will be virtual on Zoom.  Automatic captioning will be provided.   To request other reasonable accommodation, email DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.
Join the presentation at Launch Meeting - Zoom.
###




[bookmark: Duo]Fiddle and Guitar Duo: Dana Lyn and Kyle Sanna 
Saturday, Sep 6th from 2:00 to 2:50 pm 
National Gallery of Art East Building Mezzanine
4th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Hailed as “a top-notch fiddle-and-guitar duo” by The New York Times, Dana Lyn and Kyle Sanna connect the dots between their experience as composers and improvisers and their deep admiration for traditional Irish music. They will perform music from their environmentally themed projects, The Great Arc and The Coral Suite. 
###

[bookmark: InSight]America InSight 
Thursday, September 18th at 5:30 pm
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience. If you have any questions, please feel free to email them at SAAMAccess@si.edu.virtual America InSight tour for visitors who are blind or have low vision at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and Renwick Gallery.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
October 17th to 19th 
Hilton Garden Inn, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
After too many Zooms and not enough hugs, ACB of Virginia is absolutely thrilled to announce their first in-person state convention since the pandemic! 
Registration $50 per person:
Have questions about registering or paying online? Reach out to Theresa Breeden – teeelynn68@gmail.com.
Transportation Help
Need a lift? They are coordinating carpool options and train station pick-up/drop-off. Contact Roseann at beachrose9@verizon.net to discuss.
Financial Assistance
They don't want cost to keep you from joining them. If you'd like to be considered for financial aid, contact Roseann at  beachrose9@verizon.net for a private conversation.
###

[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference. This year's theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, 
highlights the power of collective leadership in a time of rapid technological and societal transformation.

Explore the ideas and strategies driving progress for people who are blind or have low vision at the American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC) Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
###
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