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October 4, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

This month, The Metropolitan Washington Ear welcomes back the McLean Players to our Audio Description service with the Saturday, October 11th performance of Godspell at 2:00 pm. Check out all the upcoming described performances and a description of the service here.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Washington National Eye Center Survey Opportunity
· Visually Descriptive Tours for Not Without Us + DIY in the District: two MLK exhibits
· Fairfax County Celebrates National Disability Employment Awareness Month
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Reston VIP Meeting
· Beep Baseball All-Star Weekend
· Leisure World Lions Group (In-Person Event) - White Cane Safety Day
· Hadley’s Craft Circle Discussion Group - Creepy Crafts for Halloween 
· Hadley’s Book Nook Discussion Group - Fantastic Fall Reads
· Low Vision Support Group (In-Person Event) - Apps to Assist You with Daily Activities 
· October TUG Meeting
· Vision Support Group (Virtual Event) - Healthy Aging
· Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Adding a Spooky Twist
· Stargardt's Network (Virtual Event) - Building a Support Circle
· Low Vision Town Hall (Virtual Event) - Safety at Home 
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Group (In-Person Event) – Safety First: Walking With Low Vision
· ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – “Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!”
· Baltimore Clayworks
· Tech Talk Tuesday (Virtual Event) - Upgrading to Windows 11
· Workplace Tech that Works: Practical Tools, Rights, and Resources
· Friends of Maryland LBPD Annual Meeting
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference
· AI and Accessibility Webinar
###
	



[bookmark: Survey]WASHINGTON NATIONAL EYE CENTER SURVEY OPPORTUNITY
The Washington National Eye Center’s 2nd year ophthalmology resident, Dr. Catherine Liu is spearheading a survey seeking to assess the impact on patients of AI improvements to the American Academy of Ophthalmology glaucoma public education materials. If it's possible, they would like patients to respond by November 1, 2025. The link to the survey is:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4g9S1Ain5umfbeAH311MI1Kyt-MVxgXMtHFkhPDUAl0geBA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107279170154416450945 [docs.google.com].
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital/Washington Hospital Center
Ophthalmology Residency Program can be reached at 202-877-5329.
###
 
[bookmark: Tours]VISUALLY DESCRIPTIVE TOURS FOR NOT WITHOUT US + DIY IN THE DISTRICT: TWO MLK EXHIBITS
	Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW
This fall, the MLK Library is hosting two exhibits on the first floor that highlight the creativity of D.C.'s artistic communities. Join them for docent-led exhibit tours for blind or low-vision visitors, using visual descriptions. This tour covers both exhibits: Not Without Us, and DIY in the District.
 
The tour lasts approximately 45 minutes. Tours meet at the MLK Library Welcome Desk on the first floor.
 
Register for the tour of your choice below, or contact 202-727-2142 or DCPLaccess@dc.gov for any assistance or reasonable accommodations.

Wednesday, October 22nd from 2:30 to  3:15 pm
Register at Visual Description Exhibit Tour - DC Public Library

Wednesday, November 5th from 2:30 to 3:15 pm
Register at Visual Description Exhibit Tour - DC Public Library

Saturday, November 8th from 12:30 to 1:15 pm
Register at Visual Description Exhibit Tour - DC Public Library
###




[bookmark: NDEAM]FAIRFAX COUNTY CELEBRATES NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH
This October, the Fairfax County Department of Family Services is excited to host its annual Employment Mentoring Day event for National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM). NDEAM was started in 1945 to honor the accomplishments of workers with disabilities and support fairness in job opportunities for everyone. This year's NDEAM theme, "Celebrating Value and Talent," is all about showing how people with disabilities bring meaningful skills to workplaces and our economy.

According to the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 77.9% of the working-age population (aged 16 to 64) without disabilities had jobs in August 2025, while only 42.2% of persons with a disability were employed. To combat these statistics, Fairfax County's Employment Mentoring Day connects students with disabilities directly with Fairfax County employees, giving them tools and tips to prepare for future jobs, and a chance to explore careers in local government. The event is hosted by the Disability Rights and Resources (DRR) team and Fairfax County Public Schools.

The DRR team also runs year-round programs like the John Hudson Internship Program and the Employment Development Training Program, both of which provide paid internships to help students with disabilities gain work experience and prepare for meaningful careers. They hope these efforts inspire those with disabilities to identify a trove of opportunities and follow their passions.

For more on NDEAM go to National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) | U.S. Department of Labor.
###

[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, to provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Inheritance Part Two
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, October 4th at 1:00 pm

Damn Yankees
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described October 4th at 2:00 pm

Red Pitch
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, October 8th at 7:30 pm

Godspell
[bookmark: _Hlk210377602]McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
Described Saturday, October 11th at 2:00 pm

Freemont Avenue
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, November 1st at 2:00 pm

Wild Duck
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, November 8th at 2:00 pm

Hello Dolly
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 pm

Hadestown
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm

Some Like it Hot
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 30th at 7:30 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston Virtual VIP Meeting
Friday, October 3rd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
We have passed the fall equinox.  The days continue to get shorter as we head through fall toward winter.  Some birds will stay for the winter while some birds are moving south.  Come join guest speaker Cat Fribley, Executive Director of BirdAbility, who will coach everyone on the accessibility of enjoying birds, birding, and birdsong anytime anywhere with whatever level of vision you have. The presentation will cover Birdability's initiatives to enhance access and inclusivity for birders with disabilities and other health challenges. Cat Fribley will delve into the organization's mission, providing a detailed exploration of its efforts to make birding more accessible and inclusive, and how you have a role. This session will introduce the Blind Birder Bird-a-Thon, discuss tools and resources for birding by ear, and offer information about the power of birdsong for mental health.  https://www.birdability.org/ 
###

[bookmark: Beep]Beep Baseball All-Star Weekend
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil and Sharon Payne
Friday, October 3rd from 3:30 to 5:30 pm and 
Saturday, October 4th all day beginning at 8:00 am
George Mason University, between Field 3 and Field 4
4605 Rapidan River Road, Fairfax
George Mason University, in partnership with MindsEye Radio and the National Beep Baseball Association, will host a Learn to Play beep baseball clinic for the local community on Friday, followed by the All-Star Single Elimination Tournament on Saturday.
The tournament features four teams made up of top blind and visually impaired athletes from across the United States. All games will be live streamed with play-by-play commentary from MindsEye Radio. A link to the stream will be posted before the first game begins.
Friday, October 3 – Learn to Play Clinic
This free hands-on clinic welcomes participants who are new to the sport and those with experience. Instruction is provided by All-Star athletes and experienced coaches.
Schedule:
· Field setup: 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· Participant check-in: 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
· Clinic and scrimmage: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 4 – All-Star Tournament
Four elite teams, each made up of ten players, will compete for the 2025 NBBA All-Star title. Players were selected throughout the summer of 2025 based on their performances at regional qualifying tournaments and at the Beep Baseball World Series in St. Louis. Coaches for each team were also chosen for their outstanding leadership and performance at these events.
Schedule:
· Field setup: 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
· Fields open for pre-game warmups: 9:00 a.m.
· Opening ceremonies: 10:35 a.m. (National Anthem, team introductions, welcome, first pitch)
· Game 1: 11:05 a.m. – Team 1 vs. Team 4
· Game 2: 11:05 a.m. – Team 2 vs. Team 3
· Third place game: 3:00 p.m.
· Championship game: 6:00 p.m.
For more information on the rules, history, and community of beep baseball, visit the National Beep Baseball Association at: https://www.nbba.org 
###
		


[bookmark: Cane]Leisure World Lions Group (In-Person Event) - White Cane Safety Day
Wednesday, October 8th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 
Learn from Orientation and Mobility Specialists about safe travel strategies and the vital role of the white cane in supporting independence.
To register, call Sue at (410) 615-6966.
###

[bookmark: Craft]Hadley’s Craft Circle Discussion Group - Creepy Crafts for Halloween
Wednesday, October 8th at 3:00 pm 
Swap favorite Halloween projects. Costumes are optional!
Sign up to join at Crafting Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley’s Book Nook Discussion Group - Fantastic Fall Reads
Thursday, October 9th at 10:30 am 
Whether you prefer dragons or distant planets, fall is the perfect time to cozy up to a book that’s out of this world. Bring your favorite reads in sci-fi and fantasy, and your favorite fall beverage, too.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Apps]Low Vision Support Group (In-Person Event) - Apps to Assist You with Daily Activities
Friday, October 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA
Join to explore low vision apps that simplify tasks at home, including those that utilize artificial intelligence (AI). Discover tools that support independence and make life easier.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: OctTUG]October TUG Meeting
Saturday, October 11th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
Virtual via Zoom
The Technology User Group (TUG) is pleased to welcome Elizabeth Whitaker from Freedom Scientific, who will detail the latest changes in JAWS, ZoomText, and Fusion. She will review what's new, what's helpful, and what's on the horizon with these products. She will also take a quick look at "Sharky," the virtual assistant built into Freedom Scientific products.
Who should attend?
· All JAWS and ZoomText users
· Individuals who are considering getting a Windows computer
· People who want to learn more about voice navigation on the computer and the web
Joining info:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
---
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293#
###

[bookmark: Aging]Vision Support Group (Virtual Event) - Healthy Aging
Tuesday, October 14th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Arth Shah, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to learn how age-related eye conditions like glaucoma, cataracts, macular degeneration, and diabetic eye disease affect millions of older adults. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Writer]Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Adding a Spooky Twist
Tuesday, October 14th at 1:00 pm 
What chills the reader’s spine? Diabolical dialog? Sinister settings? Join us, if you dare, for tips on adding some frightful features to your fiction.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###




[bookmark: Star]Stargardt's Network (Virtual Event) - Building a Support Circle
Tuesday, October 14th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join us to discuss ways to broaden our circle of support beyond our families and loved ones.
Click here to register for this event or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall (Virtual Event) - Safety at Home
Wednesday, October 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The guest speaker is Elexa Waugh-Quasebarth, Clinical Manager and Occupational Therapist, Safe at Home-Home Care Partners.
Learn practical ways to improve home safety, use balance techniques to reduce falls, and make your environment more vision-friendly.
Click here to register for this event or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Friendship]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Group (In-Person Event) - Safety First: Walking with Low Vision
Thursday, October 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD
The guest speaker will be Marybeth Cleveland, Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist, A to B and Back, Orientation and Mobility Services, LLC. Learn how to walk safely when sidewalks are bumpy, steps are in your path, and you must cross streets to get around in your neighborhood. It is important to prevent trip and fall accidents to maintain your personal independence.
To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
October 17th to 19th 
Hilton Garden Inn, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
After too many Zooms and not enough hugs, ACB of Virginia is absolutely thrilled to announce their first in-person state convention since the pandemic! 
Registration $50 per person:
View the full agenda here: acbva.org/convention-program-2025. 
Register online at acbva.org/convention-2025
Register by September 1st to be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card!
Have questions about registering or paying online? Reach out to Theresa Breeden – teeelynn68@gmail.com.
Transportation Help
Need a lift? ACBVA is coordinating carpool options and train station pick-up/drop-off. Contact Roseann at beachrose9@verizon.net to discuss.
Financial Assistance
They don't want cost to keep you from joining them. If you'd like to be considered for financial aid, contact Roseann at  beachrose9@verizon.net for a private conversation.
###

[bookmark: Clay]Baltimore Clayworks
Friday, October 17th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm
In-person
Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Ave, Baltimore, MD 21201
Baltimore Clayworks will host a tactile educational experience for library patrons, including instruction on hand-building coils and pinch pots. The experience will also include clay samples in various states for the participants to touch. An Instructor representing Baltimore Clayworks will teach up to 20 students, ages 8 to Adult, on the 3rd Friday of each month, from 12:00 to 3:00 pm.
Register at LBPD Event: Baltimore Clayworks - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: Talk]Tech Talk Tuesday (Virtual Event) - Upgrading to Windows 11
Tuesday, October 21st from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
Join Patrick Timony, Adaptive Technology Librarian at DC Public Library, for a practical session on navigating the transition from Windows 10 to Windows 11. Learn what to do when upgrade prompts keep appearing on your computer, and explore the key similarities and differences between the two versions.
Click here to register for this event or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Workplace Tech that Works: Practical Tools, Rights, and Resources
Wednesday, October 22nd from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Virtual (link provided upon registration)
Sponsored by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
Technology doesn’t have to be expensive or complicated to make a big difference on the job. This webinar will showcase demos of practical, low-cost assistive technology that can support success in the workplace.
Bekah Nesbit, Assistive Technology Coordinator through Pennsylvania’s designated Assistive Technology Act Program, TechOWL, will share real-world examples of how these tools are being used in employment settings. You’ll also learn about assistive technology (AT) as a reasonable accommodation under the ADA— your rights, how to make a request, and where to go for support. We’ll wrap up with resources available in every state, including Assistive Technology Act Programs, where you can explore, borrow, and try tools before buying.
Register at Workplace Tech that Works: Practical Tools, Rights, and Resources.
###


[bookmark: LBPD]Friends of Maryland LBPD Annual Meeting
October 25th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
In-person with online option
The keynote speaker will be John DeDakis, journalist and author of the Lark Chadwick Mystery series.  The Friends will also highlight their activities from the past year and recognize the volunteers at LBPD.  Lunch will be served.  All are welcome.  RSVP by phone at 410-230-2424 option 4 or email to reference.desk@maryland.gov by October 17th. 
###

[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference. This year's theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, 
highlights the power of collective leadership in a time of rapid technological and societal transformation.

This year's keynote speaker is Dr. Joshua Miele, one of the most respected voices at the intersection of disability and technology. A MacArthur Fellow and accessibility leader at Amazon, Dr. Miele has spent over three decades merging his passion for science with a mission to build a more inclusive digital culture.

In March, he published his acclaimed memoir, Connecting Dots: A Blind Life, chronicling his personal and professional journey. At AFBLC, he'll share reflections from that journey and inspire attendees with the wisdom he's gained in his pursuit of a more accessible world.

Access the entire agenda at 2025 AFBLC Agenda | American Foundation for the Blind. 
The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. 
###

[bookmark: AI]AI and Accessibility Webinar
Wednesday, November 19th at 1:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities 
This training focuses on the role of Artificial Intelligence in digital accessibility. We'll explore both how AI can create more inclusive experiences through tools like automated captioning, and the potential pitfalls such as algorithmic bias and unreliable outputs. Participants will learn how to responsibly apply AI to enhance accessibility while avoiding the creation of new barriers.
Register at AI and Accessibility (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###
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