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November 15, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is looking for new volunteers from Northern Virginia and the District of Columbia (D.C.) to join its Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC). Full details are here.

Also included in this week’s newsletter are food assistance resources in Maryland here and in Arlington here. 

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Update On NLS Patron Engagement Section (PES) Programming
· Maryland Department of Disabilities Establishes Office of Disability Employment Advancement and Policy
· Arlington Food Assistance & Free Resources
· NFB of Maryland Food Insecurity Grant
· My Tech News – The Maryland State Library Technology User Group Newsletter 
· Recording of iOS 26 Update Available
· FS Companion Has All the Answers
· Braille eReader Update
· Bananavision Radio
· Assistance With Alexa and Alexa Plus
· Learning iOS VoiceOver: One Finger Triple Tap
· Share Your Experience – Help Advance Macular Dystrophy Research
· Opportunity to Advocate for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities
· Join Metro's Accessibility Advisory Committee
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
· Accessible Film Screening: The Phoenician Scheme
· Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
· Tech Talk Tuesday: Accessible Shopping (Virtual Event)
· ITAI Webinar Series: How to Advocate for Accessibility in Your Workplace
· Stargardt’s Network - Holiday Tips and Challenges (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Town Hall - Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event)
· AI and Accessibility Webinar
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - “Prescriptions and Medical Devices You Can See or Hear
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
· 6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
###

[bookmark: NLS]UPDATE ON NLS PATRON ENGAGEMENT SECTION (PES) PROGRAMMING
The National Library Service (NLS) Patron Engagement Section will resume all regularly scheduled online programs in December. Zoom links and descriptions of the programs will be provided in advance of each session. The only program held this month will be the final BARD 2.0 Office Hours on Tuesday, November 18. See the Zoom information and description for that program below.
 
BARD 2.0 Office Hours has been a limited series as they roll out the new BARD website. The final BARD 2.0 Office Hours will be held Tuesday, November 18, from 8 to 9 p.m. The session will be informal in structure, specifically designed to assist patrons as they learn and use the new BARD 2.0 website.
 
The session will not begin with a presentation and will not be recorded. Patron questions will be addressed on a first come, first served basis. Staff will share their screen reader sound for the patrons as they answer questions and demonstrate features.
 
The session can be joined by going to
https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1614022132?pwd=dXpMb93HfrUi17rM3a8UNd3d8OSwtY.1 
	Join Zoom Meeting

	One tap mobile:
	US: +16692545252,,1614022132# or +16468287666,,1614022132#

	Meeting URL:
	https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1614022132?pwd=dXpMb93HfrUi17rM3a8UNd3d8OSwtY.1

	Join by Telephone

	For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location.

	Dial:
	+1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)
+1 646 828 7666 US (New York)
+1 646 964 1167 US (US Spanish Line)

	Meeting ID:
	161 402 2132


For more information, please contact NLSPES@loc.gov. 
###

[bookmark: ODEAP]MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES ESTABLISHES OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT AND POLICY
The Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD) has established the Office of Disability Employment Advancement and Policy (ODEAP), a new office dedicated to fostering a more inclusive and equitable workforce for Marylanders with disabilities. 

ODEAP will build on MDOD’s work as national leader by elevating and highlighting the employment and education work underway while leveraging opportunities for increased innovation, coordination and collaboration within and across state agencies. Its focus will include:

· Develop and support implementation of policies and strategies that advance career readiness and training for Maryland students with disabilities and create expanded opportunities for employment within state government and across Maryland.
· Identify and promote best policies and practices regarding the recruitment, hiring, retention and advancement of Marylanders with disabilities.
· Conduct outreach and engage with job seekers with disabilities, disability organizations, educators, families, business, and other key partners.
· Implement and collect data regarding Maryland as a Model Employer initiative.
	

###




		





[bookmark: ARL]ARLINGTON FOOD ASSISTANCE & FREE RESOURCES
In response to shifting community needs and recent delays in nutritional benefits access, Arlington County is taking proactive steps to connect community members with a wide range of food resources and strengthen coordination with local partners addressing food insecurity.
Full details at Food Assistance & Free Resources – Official Website of Arlington County Virginia Government.
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB OF MARYLAND FOOD INSECURITY GRANT
Forwarded by the Maryland State Library
The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland (NFBMD) is committed to supporting blind individuals and families experiencing food insecurity or financial hardship. Through the NFB of Maryland Food Insecurity Grant, they aim to provide direct monetary assistance to help purchase groceries or essential household items.

Individuals may apply for a monetary grant of up to $150, and families may apply for a grant of up to $250. Each individual or family may only apply for one grant per month. To be eligible, the grant applicant must be blind or the parent of a blind child. This grant is only open to those living in Maryland. Grant applicants must provide verification that they are the recipient of SNAP benefits or, if not receiving SNAP, documentation related to a financial hardship related to the government shutdown (e.g. furlough or RIF), or other financial exigency. Those who are provided backpay for wages are expected to repay the grant upon receipt of their backpay. Priority will be given to members of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, but nonmembers are eligible to apply. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.

Apply for assistance through the NFBMD Food Insecurity Grant. If you have questions or need additional information, please reach out to President@nfbmd.org.
###

[bookmark: LBPD]MY TECH NEWS – THE MARYLAND STATE LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY USER GROUP NEWSLETTER

[bookmark: iOS]Recording of iOS 26 Update Available
The new operating system for iPhone was released on September 15, 2025. The iPhone SE (2nd generation), as well as the iPhone 11 and later models, can receive this upgrade. As always, there will be numerous changes, and not all models will incorporate the entire update. For features and a demo of the new operating system, listen to the recording from our September 2025 Technology User Group (TUG) meeting, where they reviewed the latest changes to the iPhone's operating system.
Check out the TUG Archives available here:
https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Technology-User-Group.aspx.
###

[bookmark: FS]FS Companion Has All the Answers
FS Companion is an artificial intelligence (AI) tool from Freedom Scientific. Simply find the edit field on FS Companion's screen and type in a question, such as "Using JAWS, how do I append my clipboard?"
There are three ways to reach FS Companion:
· The web address is fscompanion.ai.
· While using Fusion, press Insert and the Spacebar, followed by F1.
· FS Companion can also be found under the Help option in the JAWS menu.
	###




[bookmark: Braille]Braille eReader Update
Recently, NLS released an update for the NLS Humanware Braille eReader. If your unit did not automatically update, do the following:
1. Make sure your eReader is plugged in or has at least 80% battery life remaining.
2. Go to Settings, followed by Software Update, followed by Check for Update. If there is an update, press Enter (dot 8) when you are prompted to download.
3. Wait for the software to download. You will then be prompted to Install Update Now.
4. Press Enter (dot 8) when the eReader responds with OK.
This update process takes a few minutes, so please be patient.
	###



[bookmark: Banana]Bananavision Radio
Bananavision is a streaming service that features audio-described television content. Streams include Mystery Science Theater 3000, Over the Edge, Star Trek Vision, Brain and more. The site can be reached by visiting 
https://bananavision.tv.
The service is also available on the ooTunes platform, which means you can add Bananavision channels using the radio app on your Victor Reader Stream, or you can add the ooTunes app on your favorite iDevice from the Apple app store.
	###

	



[bookmark: Alexa]Assistance With Alexa and Alexa Plus
Podcasts are a great way to learn the latest features in new technology. Echo Tips and Dot to Dot are two excellent examples for learning how to use the Echo-related products. Echo Tips provides brief educational episodes highlighting and demonstrating features of the Amazon Echo. These episodes are especially helpful for new users of the Echo platform who are learning how to use the device. Echo Dot to Dot provides short, 5-minute episodes outlining top skills and tips for the Amazon Echo.
You can even ask your smart speaker to play these podcasts. Just use a command, such as "Alexa, play Echo Tips podcast." Be sure to say the word "podcast" or the device may search for something else instead.
	###



[bookmark: Tap]Learning iOS VoiceOver: One Finger Triple Tap
The one finger triple tap does the following:
· While on an app, a one finger triple tap will bring up options, such as Edit Home Screen, Share App, and Remove App.
· On a folder, the choices will be Rename, Edit Home Screen, and Remove Folder.
Certain apps, including the Amazon app, offer additional options, such as Search, Cart, View Orders, and Today's Deals.
Please note: If you have unwanted apps on your device, the one finger triple tap gesture makes it extremely easy to remove them. Simply triple tap with one finger on the app you wish to remove. Swipe to the right with one finger until you hear the Remove App button. Double tap the Remove App button with one finger, then swipe to the right with one finger until you hear the Delete App button. Double tap the Delete App button with one finger to confirm.
	###



[bookmark: Study]SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE – HELP ADVANCE MACULAR DYSTROPHY RESEARCH
A pharmaceutical company has partnered with the Foundation Fighting Blindness to help identify people to take part in an important research study. This study has been approved by an Institutional Review Board (IRB), a committee responsible for ensuring the ethical and safe conduct of research involving human participants.

They’re looking to connect with adults who have been diagnosed with a macular dystrophy, sometimes called Stargardt-like, or Stargardt-type macular dystrophy. These conditions are most commonly linked to changes in specific genes, such as PRPH2, ELOVL4, PROM1, CDHR1, CTNNA1 or MT-TL1. 

If you've been told your macular dystrophy is related to one of these genes, they would love to hear about your experience living with the condition. 

Interview Details:
· Duration: 60 minutes
· Format: Phone or web-based teleconference (e.g., Zoom)
· Scheduled at your convenience
· The interview will be audio recorded
· Compensation will be provided
Interviews will be conducted by Acaster Lloyd, an outcomes research consultancy that works with pharmaceutical companies to understand the impacts of various health conditions on people's lives.

Why Participate?
Your insights may lead to a better understanding of macular dystrophies and help design future clinical trials of new treatments.

Interested in sharing your story or learning more?
Please email your contact telephone number to: STGDstudy@acasterlloyd.com, or call the study team at: (+1) 833 602 0139.
	###



[bookmark: Advocate]OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL AND SENSORY DISABILITIES
You can help advocate for people with physical and sensory disabilities by joining the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board (FA-DSB), a group of 15 volunteers who work to improve local services. If you've lived with disabilities or have experience using social services, your insight is invaluable for creating fairer, more effective programs. You're welcome to apply if you receive public assistance like SNAP or Medicaid, but you cannot work for the Department of Family Services. Contact your local Board of Supervisors representative to apply.
Learn more at Family Services Boards, Authorities, Commissions | Family Services. 
###


[bookmark: Metro]JOIN METRO’S ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
	The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is looking for new volunteers from Northern Virginia and the District of Columbia (D.C.) to join its Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC). This committee was created to help Metro address the needs of and improve services for people with disabilities and older adults. Thanks to the AAC, Metro has already added helpful features, including barriers between rail cars, which help people who are blind or have low vision avoid accidentally stepping in the gap between train cars, and gap reducers, which make it easier for wheelchair users to board and deboard Metrorail trains.

There are currently two vacant positions, one representing the District of Columbia, and one representing Northern Virginia (including Arlington County, Fairfax County, Loudoun County, City of Alexandria, City of Falls Church, or Fairfax City). To qualify, you must be a rider of Metrobus, Metrorail, and/or MetroAccess but cannot be a Metro employee, contractor, or elected official.

Applications are due Friday, Nov. 28. Members of the disability community and older adults who use and would like to increase the accessibility of Metro services are strongly encouraged to apply.
Learn more at Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) Application | WMATA.
###




[bookmark: Theater]












THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, providing a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 

Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

Hello Dolly
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 pm

Hadestown
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm

Some Like it Hot
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 30th at 7:30 pm

Rules For Living
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, December 13th at 2:00

Water for Elephants
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, December 14th at 7:30 pm

Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday. December 17th at 7:30 pm

Step Afrika!’s Magic Musical Holiday Step Show
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm

Guys and Dolls
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm

###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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[bookmark: Voices]Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
In-Person Family Event
Saturday, November 15th from 11:00 am to Noon
Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Take an immersive, multisensory journey into the world of ancient sound through live demonstrations of instruments from the Pre-Columbian Americas. These sessions introduce you to ancient instruments whose unique forms, scales, and sounds give you a glimpse into the extraordinary cultures that created them. Learn about and experience the sounds of fascinating and little-known ceramic instruments, like Whistling Bottles, Polyphonic Flutes, Trumpets, Whistles, and Rattles; some faithful historical recreations; and other original pieces from Melissa Foss's collection. You'll even get to take a turn yourself, learning how to make music with the Ocarina, a ceramic flute that has been made by many different cultures for thousands of years. 
Please register by November 8th using the following registration link: https://forms.gle/7umTfqrE48yTwGyy8.
This event is being held with the generous support of the Friends of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled.
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening: The Phoenician Scheme
Saturday, November 15th at 2:00 pm 
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, 401-C (4th Floor)
Rated: PG-13
Run Time: 1 hour, 41 minutes
Join this screening of The Phoenician Scheme with audio description and open captions right on the screen!
To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Light]Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
Saturday, November 15th from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
Jim Scott Community Center
3001 Vaden Dr, Fairfax
You, your friends and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion, moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., low vision specialist.  
This POB special luncheon event will provide your friends and family with a unique opportunity to learn about low vision and its associated challenges. Ample free parking on-site.

Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society Low Vision Resource Center, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
Get tickets online at Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event – November 2025 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington, or call Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233.
###
	[bookmark: Tech]Tech Talk Tuesday: Accessible Shopping (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, November 18th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Patrick Long, CEO of Innosearch.ai, and Rachel Schreiman from POB to discuss accessible online shopping. Learn how Innosearch.ai and others make e-commerce easier for people with vision loss.
To register for this event, click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ITAI]ITAI Webinar Series: How to Advocate for Accessibility in Your Workplace
Tuesday, November 18th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm (rescheduled)
From the Maryland Department of Disabilities
This training will cover the current utilization of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in digital accessibility and its impact on the broader accessibility community. They will provide a balanced look, highlighting the benefits AI brings alongside its practical limitations and shortcomings.
Register now through Zoom
###
	


[bookmark: Star]
Stargardt’s Network - Holiday Tips and Challenges (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, November 18th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join and share ways to navigate holiday gatherings, greetings, and stress.
To register for this event click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###
[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall - Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, November 19th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Laila Riazi, President of the Washington Area Village Exchange (WAVE), to discover how the Village Movement builds caring, volunteer-driven communities that support aging in place and reduce isolation. Learn how local villages connect neighbors, offer practical help with everyday needs, and create social opportunities that foster friendship, belonging, and mutual support.
To register for this event, click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###




[bookmark: AI]
AI and Accessibility Webinar
Wednesday, November 19th at 1:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities 
This training focuses on the role of Artificial Intelligence in digital accessibility. We'll explore both how AI can create more inclusive experiences through tools like automated captioning, and the potential pitfalls such as algorithmic bias and unreliable outputs. Participants will learn how to responsibly apply AI to enhance accessibility while avoiding the creation of new barriers.
Register at AI and Accessibility (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: Med]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - “Prescriptions and Medical Devices You Can See or Hear
Thursday November 20th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon.  
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase 
Join Sandy Neuzil, Low Vision Community Outreach for the Prevention of Blindness Society, to learn about pharmacies that can provide LARGE PRINT or AUDIBLE labels.  Several home medical devices to measure temperature, weight, pulse, and blood pressure, glucose, and oxygen level are also available with LARGE PRINT or AUDIBLE read out.  Add your solutions to a shared list. Accessible tools make it easier to manage medications safely and support your independence.  
For more information and to REGISTER - call 301-656-2797. 
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
Wednesday, November 26th at 5:00 pm
It seems they’re everywhere, from pumpkin pie, to drinks, and everything in between. Come learn how to safely cut and use this fall and winter staple.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Global]6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
December 9th and 10th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Join for two transformative days exploring how AI and emerging technologies are revolutionizing digital accessibility worldwide. 
No fee to attend
Register at 2025 Sight Tech Global Event Registration Form.
Sneak Peek: Session Agenda in the Works... 
· Google's Latest Accessibility Innovations - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Saqib Sheik & Mike Shebanek Discuss What's New and What's Coming... 
· Microsoft's Responsible AI Framework - Ethical AI development for accessibility 
· Salesforce AI Integration - How accessibility is built into the core leveraging AI  
· Meta's Smart Glasses Revolution - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Startup Spotlights - Meet the next generation of accessible technology innovators 
###
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