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November 21, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

All of us at the Metropolitan Washington Ear wish you a very happy and meaningful Thanksgiving. We’re especially thankful for you, our listeners.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· What The End of the Government Shutdown Means for Disabled Americans
· Meta Ray-Bans: Blind User’s Experience with Smart Glasses
· eReader Update
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· LBPD Event: Baltimore Clayworks
· Falls Church VIP Virtual Meeting - NFBV Silver BELLS
· Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
· iOS VoiceOver: Intro
· Fairfax All Access Book Club - Favorite Book of the Year
· 6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
· I Need Help (Virtual Event) – Stargardt’s Network
· Accessing Books for All (In-Person Event) – Leisure World Lions Group
· LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: Wearables, including the Meta glasses 
· ACBVA Holiday Party  
· Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event) – Low Vision Town Hall
###

[bookmark: Shut]WHAT THE END OF THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN MEANS FOR DISABLED AMERICANS
From The American Association for People With Disabilities (AAPD)
After 43 long days, Congress reached an agreement to end the government shutdown. The agreement funds the U.S. Department of Agriculture (including SNAP benefits) and the Department of Veterans Affairs through September 2026 and maintains 2025 funding levels for all other federal government agencies and programs through January 30, 2026. 

With the shutdown over, funding will again begin to flow to critical programs like SNAP and the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), a program that helps many people with disabilities heat their homes in the winter.

Click here  (Explainer: The Government Shutdown Is Over. What Does This Mean for Disabled Americans? - AAPD) to view full details of what the end of the shutdown means on AAPD's website. 
###

[bookmark: Meta]META RAY-BANS: BLIND USER’S EXPERIENCE WITH SMART GLASSES
From the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This author offers an in-depth report on her experience with the Meta Ray-Bans, the new smart glasses that connect to devices like smart phones and tablets.
Read the full article at Meta Ray-Bans: Blind User’s Experience with Smart Glasses - ABILITY Magazine.
###

[bookmark: eRead]eReader UPDATE
From LBPD Bi-Monthly Newsletter
Recently, NLS released an update for the NLS Humanware Braille eReader. If your unit did not automatically update, do the following:
· Make sure your eReader is plugged in or has at least 80% battery life remaining.
· Go to Settings, followed by Software Update, followed by Check for Update. If an update is available, press Enter (dot 8) when prompted to download.
· Wait for the software to download. You will then be prompted to Install Update Now.
· Press Enter (dot 8) when the eReader responds with OK.
This update process takes a few minutes, so please be patient.
###

[bookmark: Theater]












THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, providing a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 

Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Hadestown
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm
Explore Shows - Broadway at The National

Some Like it Hot
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 30th at 7:30 pm
Explore Shows - Broadway at The National

Rules For Living
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, December 13th at 2:00
Round House Theatre | Home

Water for Elephants
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, December 14th at 7:30 pm
Explore Shows - Broadway at The National

Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday. December 17th at 7:30 pm
Experience It Live | Olney Theatre Center

Step Afrika!’s Magic Musical Holiday Step Show
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm
Arena Stage

Guys and Dolls
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm
Shakespeare Theatre Company

###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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###

[bookmark: Clay]LBPD Event: Baltimore Clayworks
Friday, November 21st from 12:00 to 3:00 pm
Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Baltimore Clayworks will host a tactile educational experience for library patrons, including instruction on hand-building coils and pinch pots. Clayworks will supply all materials needed for instruction. The instructor will create a clay-based curriculum. Once completed, the work will be transported to Clayworks for firing and returned at the next session. Each participant will have the opportunity to explore the different stages of standard clay preparation (wet, bisque, glazed) and clay tools before making their own vessel using air-dry clay, a slump mold, and stamps. An Instructor representing Baltimore Clayworks will teach up to 20 students, ages 8 to Adult. A maximum of 20 people may attend. Registration is required at LBPD Event: Baltimore Clayworks - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: Bells]Falls Church VIP Virtual Meeting - NFBV Silver BELLS
Monday, November 24th at 2:00 pm
Rachel Schreiman, cochair of our VIP resource group, and who is now the coordinator of the Silver BELLS Program through the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, will be the speaker. Rachel will introduce the program to those who do not know about it and will let everyone know about the weekend programs planned in February and March of 2026. 

The Northern Virginia retreat will be held from March 19-22 and registration is now open. Those VIP members who have attended the Silver BELLS program in the past are welcome to come and give their feedback. The Silver BELLS program has helped train and empower Seniors in Virginia experiencing vision loss for the past four years. The team is currently reviewing the program to make it even better. So, alumni feedback will be greatly appreciated. There will be a productive discussion and sharing time about this impactful program for Virginia residents age 55 and over.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89008581770?pwd=cKr0rdRwjpXA8Nok1SWQUDR8AbWcZt.1

Meeting ID: 890 0858 1770
Passcode: 54321

One tap mobile
+16468769923,,89008581770# US (New York)
+16469313860,,89008581770# US
###





[bookmark: Audio]Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
Monday, November 24th from 6:30 to 7:30pm
Virtual Branch
Audiobook lovers, drop in for an informal and wide-ranging discussion without the pressure of reading an assigned title. All readers are welcome whether you read with your ears or eyes.  Tell them about a book title that you really enjoyed.
NEW: You will need to be logged into Zoom to attend this program. You can create a free account on Zoom using the sign up link on the Zoom website - https://zoom.us/signin. Once you are signed in on Zoom, return to this page and click on the link below to join the program. You do not need a passcode.  If you have trouble getting in, please call Kensington Park Library at 240-773-9515.
Join Zoom Invite Link
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85480395484
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 854 8039 5484
For security reasons, this program session may be locked 10 minutes after it begins. Please log in promptly.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
Wednesday, November 26th at 5:00 pm
It seems they’re everywhere, from pumpkin pie, to drinks, and everything in between. Come learn how to safely cut and use this fall and winter staple.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: iOS]iOS VoiceOver: Intro
Thursday, November 27th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, 205-B C4A Meeting Room
Learn to use iOS VoiceOver at the Introductory level.
VoiceOver is the screen reader that will read what is otherwise displayed visually on the iPhone screen that will allow you to use the iPhone without sight. Do you want to start with VoiceOver gestures and get a real overview of iOS and Voiceover? Learn to navigate the phone with VoiceOver, use the rotor, use the SeeingAI and BeMyEyes apps to scan and read printed material and have a sighted volunteer access your phone camera and describe your surroundings, and other tasks. To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Access]Fairfax All Access Book Club - Favorite Book of the Year
Thursday, December 4th at 11:00 am and the first Thursday of each month via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: Global]6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
December 9th and 10th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Join for two transformative days exploring how AI and emerging technologies are revolutionizing digital accessibility worldwide. 
No fee to attend
Register at 2025 Sight Tech Global Event Registration Form.
Sneak Peek: Session Agenda in the Works... 
· Google's Latest Accessibility Innovations - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Saqib Sheik & Mike Shebanek Discuss What's New and What's Coming... 
· Microsoft's Responsible AI Framework - Ethical AI development for accessibility 
· Salesforce AI Integration - How accessibility is built into the core leveraging AI  
· Meta's Smart Glasses Revolution - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Startup Spotlights - Meet the next generation of accessible technology innovators 
###

[bookmark: Help]I Need Help (Virtual Event) – Stargardt’s Network
Tuesday, December 9th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to explore when, how, and from whom to ask for help – and what makes it hard to do so.
Click here to register for this event or call (301) 951-4444.
###
 
[bookmark: Lions]Accessing Books for All (In-Person Event) – Leisure World Lions Group
Wednesday, December 10th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Norbeck Room, 3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join Jerry Price from the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled to learn how to access free books, including alternative formats. 
To register, call Sue at (410) 615-6966.
###

[bookmark: TUG]LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: Wearables, including the Meta glasses 
Saturday, December 13th at 10:00 am
The meeting can be accessed by either calling in or via Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting:
Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Holiday Party  
Saturday, December 13th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Anthony's Restaurant
3000 Annandale Road, Falls Church
Menu & Details: https://share.google/ytXzvmiX4jlWlKdFr
Friends - even if you don’t live in Virginia — you're all welcome to join a festive afternoon of great food, laughter, and holiday cheer.
Just bring yourself, your holiday spirit, and a wrapped $10 gift for their gift exchange.
If you have questions, call Donna Clarke at 571-244-4523.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event) – Low Vision Town Hall
Wednesday, December 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Laila Riazi, President of the Washington Area Village Exchange (WAVE), to discover how the Village Movement builds caring, volunteer-driven communities that support aging in place and reduce isolation. Learn how local villages connect neighbors, offer practical help with everyday needs, and create social opportunities that foster friendship, belonging, and mutual support.
Click here to register for this event or call (301) 951-4444.
###
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