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November 7, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

Thanks to the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington and OE Patients, we have two new resources to report on this week. Check out WayAround, a smart labeling system here and a list o accessible support phone lines here.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· POB Resource of the Month: WayAround
· Accessibility Support Phone Lines You Should Know
· Retina International Survey Request
· Audio Described Performances at George Mason University Center for the Arts
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Reston VIP Support Group
· Maryland LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: AT Gifts for the Holidays
· Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
· November ACBVA Program: Exploring Waymap – Navigation Without Limits
· Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Describe It to Me
· Washington National Eye Center Vision Support Group - Diabetic Eye Disease (Virtual Event)
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference
· iPad Accessibility Training Led by Apple Geniuses 
· Living Independently with the Help of Technology (In-Person Event) – Leisure World Lions Group
· Hadley Crafting Circle - Craft Holiday Crafts to Brighten Your Home
· Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - BARD and Beyond
· Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
· Accessible Film Screening: The Phoenician Scheme
· Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
· Tech Talk Tuesday: Accessible Shopping (Virtual Event)
· ITAI Webinar Series: How to Advocate for Accessibility in Your Workplace
· Stargardt’s Network - Holiday Tips and Challenges (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Town Hall - Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event)
· AI and Accessibility Webinar
· Low Vision Resources In-Person Meeting – “Prescriptions and Medical Devices You Can See or Hear”
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
· 6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
###

[bookmark: Way]POB RESOURCE OF THE MONTH: WayAround
From POB Newsletter Your Eyes Today
Staying organized at home can be challenging with vision impairment, but WayAround provides a reliable, straightforward way to make everyday life easier. This smart labeling system uses small tags called WayTags, which help you identify and organize items throughout your home.

Each WayTag connects with your smartphone using Near Field Communication (NFC). This is the same technology used for 'tap to pay.' You hold your phone near a tag, and the WayAround app will speak or display information you have recorded. You can label anything in your own words, such as "red cardigan, dry clean only" or "vitamin D, take with breakfast."

WayAround works with both iPhone and Android devices and does not require barcodes, scanning, or batteries. The tags are durable, reusable, and available in several styles for fabric, metal, or plastic surfaces.

WayAround gives you quick access to the information you need, helping you stay organized and confident in your daily routines.

To learn more, visit www.wayaround.com. POB's Low Vision Resource Centers also offer WayAround devices you can try during your visit. Call (301) 951-4444 to make an appointment.
### 

[bookmark: Phone]ACCESSIBILITY SUPPORT PHONE LINES YOU SHOULD KNOW
From OE Patients
Check out the following link for 18 major companies making accessibility support available by phone, person-to-person.
Accessibility Support Phone Lines You Should Know.
###

[bookmark: Survey]RETINA INTERNATIONAL SURVEY REQUEST
Forwarded by the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB)
Inherited retinal degenerations (IRDs) are the leading cause of blindness in working-age adults. IRDs not only affect individuals' vision health but can also have detrimental effects on their mental health.
 
	Retina International and the University of Melbourne are working to understand the impact of the disease beyond vision. To help them better understand the impact of IRDs, they are inviting people living with an inherited retinal degeneration to take part in this survey.

The main purposes of this study are to:
· Find out what percentage of people living with IRDs experience mental health issues (anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts).
· Identify factors associated with mental health issues.

The survey is open to people who have any of the following conditions:
· Retinitis pigmentosa (RP)
· Leber congenital amaurosis (LCA) / early onset severe retinal dystrophy to LCA (LCA/EOSRD)
· Usher syndrome
· Stargardt disease
· Choroideremia
· X-linked retinoschisis (XLRS)
· Achromatopsia
· Cone dystrophy
· Cone-rod dystrophy
· Best disease
· Refsum disease
· Bardet-Biedl Syndrome (BBS)

TAKE THE SURVEY at Psychological wellbeing of people living with Inherited retinal degenerations (IRDs) - International Survey/.
Please submit your responses by Saturday, November 15.
If you have any further questions about the study, please email Info@Retina-International.org.




	###



[bookmark: AD]AUDIO DESCRIBED PERFORMANCES AT GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS
4373 Mason Pond Drive, Fairfax
Thanks to Rachael Abbott for alerting us to several audio described performances at the George Mason University Center for the Arts. They include:
· 360 Allstars Audio Described Urban Circus (Center for the Arts Event Calendar) on November 8th at 4:00 pm with a pre-show discussion at 3:00 pm and audio described pre-show notes at 3:45 pm 
· Light Up the Sky (Center for the Arts Event Calendar) in Theater Space on November 21st at 7:30 pm
· VA Opera: Cinderella (Center for the Arts Event Calendar) in the Concert Hall on November 23rd at 2:00 pm

A full listing of events is at 2025-2026 Season | Center for the Arts.
For tickets, accommodations, or questions you can contact Betsy Yancy at (703) 993-8881 or email - myancy@gmu.edu.
###

[bookmark: Theater]










THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, providing a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 

Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Wild Duck
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, November 8th at 2:00 pm

Hello Dolly
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, November 19th at 7:00 pm

Hadestown
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 23rd at 7:30 pm

Some Like it Hot
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, November 30th at 7:30 pm
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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###





[bookmark: POB]POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, November 7th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join a discussion of Eden Undone – A True Story of Sex, Murder, and Utopia at the Dawn of World War II, by Abbott Kahler.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click POB READS Sign Up Form – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group
Friday, November 7th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm In-Person
Reston Regional Library – Room #1
11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston
The topic will be The American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA) Convention ReCap and Member Engagement
The guest speaker will be RoseAnn Ashby, ACBVA Vice-President
 
ACBVA held its 2025 annual Convention in Fredericksburg, Virginia in October and  RoseAnn played a crucial role as the Convention Coordinator.  In addition to serving as the Vice-President of the ACBVA, RoseAnn is a Chair of the Membership/Outreach and the Advocacy Committees. Join as RoseAnn gives insights and perspectives of how ACBVA and its members advocate for all who have Low Vision and Blindness. 

The Reston VIP Support Group is for people with low vision, guests, friends, family – all are welcome!

VIP enquiries?  Contact: 
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
###

[bookmark: TUG]Maryland LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: AT Gifts for the Holidays
Saturday, November 8th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) welcomes you to their annual holiday gift presentation! It is that time of year when you start asking yourself, "What do I want for the holidays, and what do I want to give to others?" They think they have the answer for you as they present their annual look at Assistive Technology Gifts for the Holidays on Saturday, November 8th. Take a look at this year's featured gadgets and gizmos for everyone from toddlers to seniors. Vendors will also be there to showcase the products they think you will enjoy.


	The meeting can be accessed by either calling in or via Zoom.
	Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

	Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523





Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#
###

[bookmark: FFB]Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
Saturday, November 8th at 11:00 am
Fairfax County Government Center Complex
12000 Government Center Parkway
Conference Center - Room 4/5
This in-person event is a chance to explore essential resources, services, and cutting-edge tools that can actively support your independence and well-being in everyday life. 
The speakers will be Dr. Suleiman Alibhai, OD and Samantha Cinnick, Achilles International Program Coordinator
For more details and registration go to DC Vision Connection — Foundation Fighting Blindness.  For questions, please reach out to Lauren Meltzer at LMeltzer@FightingBlindness.org.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]November ACBVA Program: Exploring Waymap – Navigation Without Limits
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Monday, November 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Waymap is an innovative navigation app that helps users travel independently — indoors, outdoors, and even underground — without relying on GPS or external signals!
 
Founded in 2017 by Dr. Tom Pey, Waymap began as his vision to make navigation truly accessible. After losing his sight at 39, Dr. Pey — a former investment banker, professional dancer, and CEO of the Royal Society for Blind Children — teamed up with world-class mathematicians and technologists to develop what's now called a "Smart Step System." Today, Waymap is already in use throughout the WMATA transit system in the Washington, D.C. area.
 
Learn more about Waymap at https://www.waymapnav.com/about
 
Want to get to know Dr. Pey before the meeting? Check out his interview on the Living Blindfully podcast:
Episode 192 – Waymap: A New Navigation Technology
 
To receive Zoom information for the November meeting, please email info@acbva.org.
###

[bookmark: Writers]Hadley Writers’ Circle Discussion Group - Describe It to Me
Tuesday, November 11th at 2:00 pm
Vivid details and writing for the senses can bring readers deep into your story. Share some advice to improve these skills.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Eye]Washington National Eye Center Vision Support Group - Diabetic Eye Disease (Virtual Event) 
Tuesday, November 11th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Join Priya Tailor, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to learn how diabetes increases the risk of vision loss and why early detection is essential.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
You can join via computer or phone or both—email Penny at penelope.a.helfgott@medstar.net to receive an electronic link to the program. If you have any questions, please call Penny Helfgott at 202 877-5329 and leave a message or call the POB 202-234-1010.
###




[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference. This year's theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, 
highlights the power of collective leadership in a time of rapid technological and societal transformation.

This year's keynote speaker is Dr. Joshua Miele, one of the most respected voices at the intersection of disability and technology. A MacArthur Fellow and accessibility leader at Amazon, Dr. Miele has spent over three decades merging his passion for science with a mission to build a more inclusive digital culture.

In March, he published his acclaimed memoir, Connecting Dots: A Blind Life, chronicling his personal and professional journey. At AFBLC, he'll share reflections from that journey and inspire attendees with the wisdom he's gained in his pursuit of a more accessible world.

Access the entire agenda at 2025 AFBLC Agenda | American Foundation for the Blind. 
The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. 
###

[bookmark: iPad]iPad Accessibility Training Led by Apple Geniuses
Wednesday, November 12th from 10:30 to 11:30 am
Apple Store at Carnegie Library
801 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20001
Join the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington and Apple experts for a hands-on session on using iPad accessibility features to support people with vision impairment.
Learn how individuals with vision impairment can effectively navigate iPads using their built-in accessibility features.
With built-in accessibility features for vision on iPad, you can make it easier to see what's on the screen, or you can hear what's on the screen spoken out loud. You can even use an iPad as a magnifying glass, and hold it up to get descriptions of what's around you if you can't see it.
They recommend bringing your own iPad for a personalized experience. If you don't have one, devices will be available for demonstration.
Space is limited - please call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Living Independently with the Help of Technology (In-Person Event) – Leisure World Lions Group
Wednesday, November 12th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Norbeck Room, 3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join James Whitney, Assistive Technology Clinician with the Maryland Technology Assistance Program, to learn how assistive technology enhances independence, access, and quality of life. He’ll share tools, demonstrations, and resources.
To register, call Sue at (410) 615-6966.
###

[bookmark: Craft]Hadley Crafting Circle - Craft Holiday Crafts to Brighten Your Home
Wednesday, November 12th at 5:00 pm
From ornaments to centerpieces, there are plenty of holiday-themed crafts to enjoy. Come share your favorites.
Sign up to join at Crafting Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook Discussion Group - BARD and Beyond
Thursday, November 13th at 12:30 pm
Join to discuss options for discovering new books, including audio from BARD and Audible, text-based choices from Bookshare and Kindle, and even accessible options from your local library. 
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Voices]Voices of Clay: Instruments of the Ancient Americas with Melissa Foss
In-Person Family Event
Saturday, November 15th from 11:00 am to Noon
Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Take an immersive, multisensory journey into the world of ancient sound through live demonstrations of instruments from the Pre-Columbian Americas. These sessions introduce you to ancient instruments whose unique forms, scales, and sounds give you a glimpse into the extraordinary cultures that created them. Learn about and experience the sounds of fascinating and little-known ceramic instruments, like Whistling Bottles, Polyphonic Flutes, Trumpets, Whistles, and Rattles; some faithful historical recreations; and other original pieces from Melissa Foss's collection. You'll even get to take a turn yourself, learning how to make music with the Ocarina, a ceramic flute that has been made by many different cultures for thousands of years. 
Please register by November 8th using the following registration link: https://forms.gle/7umTfqrE48yTwGyy8.
This event is being held with the generous support of the Friends of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled.
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening: The Phoenician Scheme
Saturday, November 15th at 2:00 pm 
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, 401-C (4th Floor)
Rated: PG-13
Run Time: 1 hour, 41 minutes
Join this screening of The Phoenician Scheme with audio description and open captions right on the screen!
To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Light]Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event - Keynote: Vision Loss and Mental Health - How to Cope and Adapt 
Saturday, November 15th from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
Jim Scott Community Center
3001 Vaden Dr, Fairfax
You, your friends and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion, moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., low vision specialist.  
This POB special luncheon event will provide your friends and family with a unique opportunity to learn about low vision and its associated challenges. Ample free parking on-site.

Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society Low Vision Resource Center, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
Get tickets online at Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection Event – November 2025 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington, or call Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233.
###
	[bookmark: Tech]Tech Talk Tuesday: Accessible Shopping (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, November 18th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Patrick Long, CEO of Innosearch.ai, and Rachel Schreiman from POB to discuss accessible online shopping. Learn how Innosearch.ai and others make e-commerce easier for people with vision loss.
To register for this event, click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ITAI]ITAI Webinar Series: How to Advocate for Accessibility in Your Workplace
Tuesday, November 18th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm (rescheduled)
From the Maryland Department of Disabilities
This training will cover the current utilization of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in digital accessibility and its impact on the broader accessibility community. They will provide a balanced look, highlighting the benefits AI brings alongside its practical limitations and shortcomings.
Register now through Zoom
###
	



[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network - Holiday Tips and Challenges (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, November 18th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join and share ways to navigate holiday gatherings, greetings, and stress.
To register for this event click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###
[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall - Aging in Place Together (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, November 19th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Laila Riazi, President of the Washington Area Village Exchange (WAVE), to discover how the Village Movement builds caring, volunteer-driven communities that support aging in place and reduce isolation. Learn how local villages connect neighbors, offer practical help with everyday needs, and create social opportunities that foster friendship, belonging, and mutual support.
To register for this event, click Meeting Registration - Zoom or call (301) 951-4444.
###




[bookmark: AI]
AI and Accessibility Webinar
Wednesday, November 19th at 1:00 pm
Sponsored by the Maryland Department of Disabilities 
This training focuses on the role of Artificial Intelligence in digital accessibility. We'll explore both how AI can create more inclusive experiences through tools like automated captioning, and the potential pitfalls such as algorithmic bias and unreliable outputs. Participants will learn how to responsibly apply AI to enhance accessibility while avoiding the creation of new barriers.
Register at AI and Accessibility (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: Med]Low Vision Resource Group In-person Meeting - “Prescriptions and Medical Devices you can see or hear” 
Thursday November 20th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon.  
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase 
If the print on prescription medicines is too small or the digital display on medical devices is hard or impossible to read, there are alternatives. Learn about pharmacies that can provide large print or audible labels and at-home medical devices with audible options.  Share your solutions.   Please register by calling the Friendship Heights Village Center at 301- 656-2797. 
Learn about pharmacies that provide large-print or audible labels and home medical devices with speech features. Accessible tools make it easier to manage medications safely and support your independence.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group - Pumpkin Palooza
Wednesday, November 26th at 5:00 pm
It seems they’re everywhere, from pumpkin pie, to drinks, and everything in between. Come learn how to safely cut and use this fall and winter staple.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Global]6th Annual Sight Tech Global Conference
December 9th and 10th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Join for two transformative days exploring how AI and emerging technologies are revolutionizing digital accessibility worldwide. 
No fee to attend
Register at 2025 Sight Tech Global Event Registration Form.
Sneak Peek: Session Agenda in the Works... 
· Google's Latest Accessibility Innovations - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Saqib Sheik & Mike Shebanek Discuss What's New and What's Coming... 
· Microsoft's Responsible AI Framework - Ethical AI development for accessibility 
· Salesforce AI Integration - How accessibility is built into the core leveraging AI  
· Meta's Smart Glasses Revolution - Exclusive first look at new features 
· Startup Spotlights - Meet the next generation of accessible technology innovators 
###
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