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September 11, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

You are invited to MWE’s 2nd Annual White Cane Safety Awareness Day on October 15th. Details are here. Also, a reminder, Reverend Ray Raysor, MWE’s Board President, will be the featured speaker at the DC Public Library’s Virtual Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation on Saturday, September 13th. Full details are here.

As usual, this week’s Update contains a wide variety of items, including several interesting items from the recent Reston VIP meeting. Special thanks to their leaders, Sandy Neuzil, Kathryn Hodgdon and 
Stan Gowin for sharing them with us.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· NLS Braille on Demand
· Loudoun County Mobility Assistance Program Expands Services
· Wolf Trap Audio Description
· What are Smart AI Glasses?
· Career Opportunities at The National Federation of the Blind
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Virtual Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation 
· Virtual Statewide Candidate Forum on Disability Issues
· LBPD Live: Sabor y Tradicion Virtual Cooking With the Artesanas
· Tech Talk Tuesdays – Tech Tips for the Home (Virtual)
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: A Journey Through Global Accessibility Laws
· Low Vision Town Hall (Virtual Event) - What is MetroAccess Paratransit?
· NFB CENA Half-Day Seminar: Learn How to Create Your Own Accessible Smart Home
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Group - The Value of Connections 
· Web Accessibility Discussion Group - Open Conversation!  
· America InSight 
· Rising to Meet the Challenge: A Constituent Services Event for Former and Current Federal Workers and Contractors
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar – Focusing on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
· Accessible Board and Card Game Night
· TUG Meeting - iOS 26
· Together Toward Tomorrow - The ACB of Maryland State Convention
· 7th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event) 
· Vienna/Falls Church VIP Meeting
· NFB CENA Access Boutique Series: What's New in iOS 26
· Reston VIP Meeting
· Beep Baseball All-Star Weekend
· MWE 2nd Annual White Cane Safety Awareness Day
· ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – “Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!”
· 2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference
###
	



[bookmark: NLS]NLS BRAILLE ON DEMAND
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The Braille on Demand pilot project provides patrons an opportunity to request, receive, and retain up to five hard copy braille books of their choice per month from braille titles that are currently available on BARD. Go to the Braille-on-Demand Request Form to request a title online. If you would like to speak with someone or place your request over the phone, please call your local network library or contact NLS at 800-424-8567 or nlsref@loc.gov.

If the title does not appear in electronic format in braille on BARD, please contact your network library with your request to borrow a hard copy. After you fill out the online request form, NLS may contact you to review details before the order is completed
###

[bookmark: Loudon]LOUDON COUNTY MOBILITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM EXPANDS SERVICES
Reston VIP meeting follow up 
The Loudoun County Transit and Commuter Services Mobility Assistance Program has expanded their transportation services for Loudoun County seniors and people with disabilities. More information is available on their website at https://www.loudoun.gov/6001/Mobility-Assistance-Program.   
Interested users can also contact: 
Moriah Kitaeff Ocansey, Mobility Services Coordinator
Dept of General Services, Transit & Commuter Service, 
Loudoun County
571-627-7923 or   571-617-9749
Moriah.ocansey@Loudoun.gov 
###

[bookmark: Wolf]WOLF TRAP AUDIO DESCRIPTION 
Reston VIP meeting follow up 
If you call ahead and ask for a person to be your Audio Describer, Wolf Trap can describe an entire performance for you as you watch and listen live. 
Call 703-255-1868 or email patronservices@wolftrap.org.  
###

[bookmark: Glasses]WHAT ARE SMART AI GLASSES? 
Reston VIP meeting follow up 
The frames of Smart AI Glasses like Ray-Ban Meta Glasses (https://www.ray-ban.com/usa/ray-ban-meta-ai-glasses) and Envision Ally Solos glasses (https://www.ally.me/glasses), have a built-in camera that can take pictures of what you are looking at.  Using your voice, you can ask your smart AI glasses to describe scenes or read text seen by the camera.  The cost is several hundred dollars.  For an additional cost you can put your lens prescription into these frames.  Reviews are available by many: e.g., POB (Prevention of Blindness Society) replays www.youreyes.org/replays, Sam Seavey at The Blind Life Youtube,
https://www.theblindlife.net/blog/smart-glasses-just-got-smarter-meta-ray-ban-updates-for-low-vision-users , and Hadley Helps https://hadleyhelps.org/podcasts/hadley-presents-conversation-experts/artificial-intelligence-ai-and-vision-loss and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GKuQRP9zcw.
###
 
[bookmark: POB]POB (Prevention of Blindness Society) Low Vision Resource Centers - Reston VIP meeting follow up 
POB now has three Low Vision Resource Centers in the metro area (Alexandria, VA, Bethesda, MD and Washington, DC).  Make an appointment FREE at 301-951-4444 to learn more about vision resources that might assist you in adapting to vision challenges by finding new ways to do what you want to do.  Your support team of family and friends are welcome to come to the appointment with you.  
###

[bookmark: Career]CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND
The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is recruiting for advocate positions in two key areas: Education and Employment, and Home and Independent Living. You can find more details on these and other openings on the NFB Career Opportunities page (Career Opportunities | National Federation of the Blind)
###


[bookmark: Theater]









THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer. Note that recorded program notes will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Inheritance Part One
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, September 27th at 1:00 pm

Merry Wives
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, September 27th at 2:00 pm 

The Inheritance Part Two
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, October 4th at 1:00 pm

Damn Yankees
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, October 4th at 2:00 pm

Red Pitch
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, October 8th at 7:30 pm
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

	



	






	 
[bookmark: Rev]
Virtual Accessibility Lab Monthly Presentation 
	Saturday, September 13th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Speaker:  Reverend Ray Raysor, Board President, Metropolitan Washington Ear
Rev Ray is also president of the American Council of the Blind, Washington DC Chapter, and he hosts the Sight n' Vision Radio Talk Show which airs on WOL 1450 AM. The show is recorded in Silver Spring, MD and streams online worldwide. 
 
When Rev Ray was 13 years old, an accident with a firecracker left him completely blind in both eyes. He was connected with Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind (CLB) and learned many skills.
 
Rev Ray has worked as a contractor for the Randolph Sheppard Program for the Federal Government and for the Prince Georges County Government.

As Ray says at the end of every show, "I may not have sight, but I have vision, vision, vision."
 
To request the Zoom link or any reasonable accommodations, email DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Forum]Virtual Statewide Candidate Forum on Disability Issues
Monday, Sept. 15th from 6:00 to 7:30 pm
The Arc of Virginia, the Arc of Northern Virginia, the Autism Society of Northern Virginia, and REV UP Virginia are co-hosting a virtual, nonpartisan statewide candidate forum on disability issues. Candidates for Governor, Lt. Governor, and Attorney General will share their plans and answer questions about matters important to the disability community.
Register at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###





[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Live: Sabor y Tradición: Virtual Cooking with the Artesanas
Get ready for a flavorful evening in the kitchen. Join Creative Alliance's Artesanas for a live, interactive virtual cooking class from the Creativity Center community kitchen. In this hour-long, step-by-step session, you will learn how to make tacos de pollo (chicken) and fresh salsa in real time, cooking along with one of their talented Artesanas.

This special program marks the start of Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 to October 15), which honors the cultures, histories, and contributions of Hispanic and Latinx communities. Continue exploring and learning through the LBPD curated Hispanic Heritage Month reading list, available on their website.
You don't need to prepare ahead of time if you don't want to. Prep will be part of the event.
Register Here:
Cooking Class Registration
###

[bookmark: Tech]Tech Talk Tuesdays - Tech Tips for the Home (Virtual Event)  
Tuesday, September 16th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Brenna Corr, Occupational Therapist at Lighthouse Guild, to explore low vision apps that simplify tasks at home. Discover tools that support independence, manage routines, and make life easier. 
Call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: Laws]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: A Journey Through Global Accessibility Laws
Tuesday, September 16th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Join the US Access Board as they explore the world of accessibility laws! They will travel across the globe to discover how different countries are promoting ICT accessibility through legislation. The itinerary includes stops in the United States, Canada, and Europe, where they will highlight Section 508, ADA Title II Web Accessibility, the Accessible Canada Act, and the European Accessibility Act.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. 
Learn more at A Journey Through Global Accessibility Laws.
###

[bookmark: Metro]Low Vision Town Hall (Virtual Event) - What is MetroAccess Paratransit?
Wednesday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Brigid Doherty, COMS, Accessibility Specialist, WMATA, to learn about MetroAccess, a service for people with disabilities who cannot use bus or rail, and other transportation options. 
Call (301) 951-4444 to register.
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Half-Day Seminar: Learn How to Create Your Own Accessible Smart Home
Wednesday, September 17th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The world of technology that can connect to the internet and other devices has exploded in the past decade. Various smart speakers, cameras, sensors, and more have been gaining popularity in the mainstream, but how many of these devices are accessible? Join to hear about the latest developments in accessible smart house devices.
Register at Accessibility Boutique Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
###

	


[bookmark: Friend]
Friendship Heights Vision Resource Group - The Value of Connections 
Thursday, September 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
When vision challenges arise, open and informal conversations can offer valuable support. Whether your experience is new or long-term, all are welcome! 
To RSVP, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Web]Web Accessibility Discussion Group - Open Conversation!  
Thursday, September 18th, from 6:30 to 7:30 pm Virtual via Zoom
The DC Library’s Center for Accessibility is opening the floor for a lively, informal conversation on all things web accessibility. Developer, designer, advocate or just curious this is a chance to share insights raise questions and connect with others who want to make the web more inclusive. Bring your experiences, challenges and questions to this dynamic discussion.
For Zoom link please email DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142. 
###
[bookmark: InSight]
America InSight 
Thursday, September 18th at 5:30 pm
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience. 
Register at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email them at SAAMAccess@si.edu.virtual America InSight tour for visitors who are blind or have low vision at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and Renwick Gallery.
###

[bookmark: Rise]Rising to Meet the Challenge: A Constituent Services Event for Former and Current Federal Workers and Contractors
Saturday, September 20th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Paragon Theaters, 112 Founders Ave, Falls Church
Congressman Don Beyer is partnering with local counties to host the "Rising to Meet the Challenge" event on September 20th. The event will provide practical financial guidance and support to former federal employees.

In partnership with City of Falls Church Mayor Letty Hardi and the wellfed Team (former federal employees), this event will provide practical financial guidance alongside community and wellness support.

Experts will lead a Financial Triage Workshop, sharing clear strategies for budgeting, expense tracking, and planning at every career stage, with time for Q&A.

Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 

There will also be space for connection and mental well-being, recognizing that resilience is built through both financial clarity and a supportive community.
Register at Rising to Meet the Challenge: Financial Resilience in Times of Uncertainty.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar - Focusing on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
Saturday, September 20th at 12:00 pm
Location: Online via Zoom (Registration required at: Quarterly Vision Webinar – Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) — Foundation Fighting Blindness.)
This free webinar will feature a dynamic discussion moderated by Ben Shaberman and a panel of experts:
· Dr. Sonalika Khachikian (Endocrinologist)
· Dr. Maja Kostic (Neuro-Ophthalmologist)
· David Brint (Newly Diagnosed TED Patient)
What You’ll Learn:
The connection between thyroid conditions and eye health.
· How to recognize the signs and symptoms of TED.
· The impact of TED on vision and quality of life.
· Insights into diagnosis and treatment options.
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org.
###

[bookmark: Game]Accessible Board and Card Game Night
	Thursday, September 25th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
MLK Library Center for Accessibility
901 G Street, NW, Room 205-H
Play accessible Scrabble, Monopoly, Bingo, Uno, and more! Boards and cards are tactile and include braille and large print labeling. All are welcome!   
###



[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting - iOS 26
Saturday, September 27th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) will reveal the latest changes coming to the iPhone's operating system (iOS 26). Will these changes aid in accessibility or prove to be just hype?
Call in Number
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523

	


###

[bookmark: ACBMD]Together Toward Tomorrow - The ACB of Maryland State Convention
Saturday September 27th from 9:30 am to 7:00 pm (Virtual)
Registration is free so come and join and have a great time. By Registering you can win a Door Prize and at the end of the day join their fabulous auction.  Register by emailing Jane Carona at 301-598-2131, 301-922-9224 or email jane.e.carona@gmail with your name, phone, email, and address. and phone number. After registering, you will receive a Zoom link.     
###

[bookmark: Janet]7th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event) 
Saturday, September 27th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and John Shepherd, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. POB's Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services to support your daily life. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Vienna]Vienna/Falls Church VIP Meeting
Monday, September 29th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in-person
Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington, Blvd, Falls Church, VA 22042
Hosted by: VIP co-Chairs Ann Koch and Rachel Schreiman
A “Meet & Greet,” to get acquainted and/or reacquainted with one another as friends and cohorts in this wonderful visually impaired community!
 
Please come ready to share and/or listen to others share several things:    
 
1. ideas and positive input on strategies, tools and helpful tips on how you are navigating your vision loss
 
2. The challenges you experience so we can continue to support each other in our journey with vision impairment. 
 
3. One idea for a speaker, special presentation or discussion you would like to see this program year, and they will try to schedule it!
### 

[bookmark: iOS]NFB CENA Access Boutique Series: What's New in iOS 26
Tuesday, September 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Apple’s iOS 26 introduces powerful new accessibility tools that expand nonvisual access and productivity. A key innovation is Braille Access mode, which turns an iPhone into full-featured Braille note taking device. Braille Access also enhances real-time interaction by displaying live captions on connected Braille displays.
There are numerous general improvements too. Join us as we take you through some of the highlights, so you can make the most of all the new capabilities your iPhone has to offer.
Register at Accessibility Boutique Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Meeting
Friday, October 3rd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm Virtual - Zoom link coming soon
Guest speaker Cat Fribley, Executive Director of BirdAbility https://www.birdability.org/   Join a presentation on Birdability's initiatives to enhance access and inclusivity for birders with disabilities and other health challenges. Cat Fribley will delve into the organization's mission, providing a detailed exploration of its efforts to make birding more accessible and inclusive, and how you have a role. This session will introduce the Blind Birder Bird-a-Thon, discuss tools and resources for birding by ear, and offer information about the power of birdsong for mental health.  
###

[bookmark: Beep]Beep Baseball All-Star Weekend
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil and Sharon Payne
Friday, October 3rd from 3:30 to 5:30 pm and 
Saturday, October 4th all day beginning at 8:00 am
George Mason University, between Field 3 and Field 4
4605 Rapidan River Road, Fairfax
George Mason University, in partnership with MindsEye Radio and the National Beep Baseball Association, will host a Learn to Play beep baseball clinic for the local community on Friday, followed by the All-Star Single Elimination Tournament on Saturday.
The tournament features four teams made up of top blind and visually impaired athletes from across the United States. All games will be live streamed with play-by-play commentary from MindsEye Radio. A link to the stream will be posted before the first game begins.
Friday, October 3 – Learn to Play Clinic
This free hands-on clinic welcomes participants who are new to the sport and those with experience. Instruction is provided by All-Star athletes and experienced coaches.
Schedule:
· Field setup: 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· Participant check-in: 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
· Clinic and scrimmage: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 4 – All-Star Tournament
Four elite teams, each made up of ten players, will compete for the 2025 NBBA All-Star title. Players were selected throughout the summer of 2025 based on their performances at regional qualifying tournaments and at the Beep Baseball World Series in St. Louis. Coaches for each team were also chosen for their outstanding leadership and performance at these events.
Schedule:
· Field setup: 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
· Fields open for pre-game warmups: 9:00 a.m.
· Opening ceremonies: 10:35 a.m. (National Anthem, team introductions, welcome, first pitch)
· Game 1: 11:05 a.m. – Team 1 vs. Team 4
· Game 2: 11:05 a.m. – Team 2 vs. Team 3
· Third place game: 3:00 p.m.
· Championship game: 6:00 p.m.
For more information on the rules, history, and community of beep baseball, visit the National Beep Baseball Association at: https://www.nbba.org 
###
		





[bookmark: Cane]MWE 2nd Annual White Cane Safety Awareness Day
Wednesday, October 15th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Hilton Garden Inn, 2200 Broadbirch Drive, Silver Spring
Participants will be able to explore the resources and services that are available to the visually impaired community and get a chance to learn about braille classes, mobility training, assisted technology and more. Box lunches will be served to the first 75 participants to register at the event. 
Contact the Metropolitan Washington Ear for more information at 301-681-6636 or www.washear.org.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACB of Virginia State Convention 2025 – "Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!"
October 17th to 19th 
Hilton Garden Inn, Fredericksburg, Virginia 
After too many Zooms and not enough hugs, ACB of Virginia is absolutely thrilled to announce their first in-person state convention since the pandemic! 
Registration $50 per person:
View the full agenda here: acbva.org/convention-program-2025. 
Register online at acbva.org/convention-2025
Register by September 1st to be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card!
Have questions about registering or paying online? Reach out to Theresa Breeden – teeelynn68@gmail.com.
Transportation Help
Need a lift? ACBVA is coordinating carpool options and train station pick-up/drop-off. Contact Roseann at beachrose9@verizon.net to discuss.
Financial Assistance
They don't want cost to keep you from joining them. If you'd like to be considered for financial aid, contact Roseann at  beachrose9@verizon.net for a private conversation.
###

[bookmark: AFB]2025 American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference (AFBLC), 
November 12th to 14th
Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia, 
Registration is open for this year’s conference. This year's theme, Leading Together: Leveraging Change to Advance Our Vision, 
highlights the power of collective leadership in a time of rapid technological and societal transformation.

This year's keynote speaker is Dr. Joshua Miele, one of the most respected voices at the intersection of disability and technology. A MacArthur Fellow and accessibility leader at Amazon, Dr. Miele has spent over three decades merging his passion for science with a mission to build a more inclusive digital culture.

In March, he published his acclaimed memoir, Connecting Dots: A Blind Life, chronicling his personal and professional journey. At AFBLC, he'll share reflections from that journey and inspire attendees with the wisdom he's gained in his pursuit of a more accessible world.

Access the entire agenda at 2025 AFBLC Agenda | American Foundation for the Blind. 
The registration page is at Personal Information - American Foundation for the Blind Leadership Conference 2025.
Learn more at 2025 AFB Leadership Conference | American Foundation for the Blind. 
###
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