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December 11, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847]
[bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Dear Listeners,

This week’s Update features several resources for this season of travel and gift giving. Check out DOT Resources for Traveling with a Disability here, Stay Safe While Shopping Online here, the OE Holiday Shop & Travel Roundup here, and Traveling with Vision Impairment here.

Also of special note is the Displaced Federal Employees Scholarship here.

Cheers, 
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Could Augmented Reality Glasses, Retinal Implant Help Restore Vision?
· National Federation of the Blind of Virginia Silver BELLS Program
· Reunite of Beep Ball Players for Northern Virginia, DC, and Maryland Past teams
· Displaced Federal Employees Scholarship
· DOT Resources for Traveling with a Disability
· Stay Safe While Shopping Online This Season
· OE Holiday Shop & Travel Roundup
· 3D Printing Internship 2026
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: Wearables, including the Meta glasses 
· ACBVA Holiday Party in NOVA
· Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired 
· Traveling with Vision Impairment (Virtual Event) - Low Vision Town Hall
· Tech Talk Tuesday - Labeling (Virtual Event)
· That All May eRead - NLS eReader Searching: Tips and Tricks
· NFB Center for Excellence in Nonvisual Access - December Seminar Annual Accessible Device Showcase
· Smart Speaking to The Smart Speaker - Using Book Navigation and Bookmarks 
· POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
· DBVI Virtual New Year, New You! 
· LBPD Event: Braille: The Power of Dots - H2 Headline Style
###

[bookmark: Implant]COULD AUGUMENTED REALITY GLASSES, RETINAL IMPLANT HELP RESTORE VISION
By Vered Hazanchuk
Reviewed By Sunir J Garg, MD, FACS
From the American Academy of Ophthalmology
For years, people living with geographic atrophy have experienced the slow loss of their central vision. Geographic atrophy, an advanced form of age-related macular degeneration (AMD), can sometimes be slowed, but not stopped or reversed. Now, a new study published in the New England Journal of Medicine has people wondering: Could the use of augmented reality (AR) glasses along with a computer chip implant help cure what, until now, has been considered irreversible vision loss?
Experts are cautiously optimistic. “It’s a small, but interesting study,” said ophthalmologist and retinal specialist Sunir Garg, MD. Of 32 patients using a retinal implant paired with AR glasses, known as the PRIMA system, 81% experienced an improvement in visual acuity at the end of one year. Larger studies are needed to confirm the treatment's long-term safety and effectiveness.
The full article is at Could Augmented Reality Glasses, Retinal Implant Help Restore Vision? - American Academy of Ophthalmology.
###

[bookmark: Bells]NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF VIRGINIA SILVER BELLS PROGRAM
Are you a Virginia resident age 55 or older living with vision loss? The National Federation of the Blind of Virginia offers Silver BELLS, a transformative training and empowerment program. Its cornerstone is a free weekend retreat, made possible through support from the Virginia Board for the Blind and other generous donors. The 2026 Northern Virginia program will take place March 19–22.
During the retreat, participants—joined by a family member if they wish—will build community and learn essential independent living skills, including technology, home management, communication, and mobility. Silver BELLS is designed to help participants gain confidence and strengthen independence in daily life.
After the weekend, graduates join an alumni network and receive access to follow-up programs, peer support, and resources offered through partner organizations and the NFBV community.
For more information or to register, visit www.nfbv.org/silverbells or contact program coordinator Rachel Schreiman at either  silverbells@nfbv.org or 571-419-0512.
###

[bookmark: Beep]REUNITE OF BEEP PLAYERS FOR NORTHERN VIRGINIA, DC, AND MARYLAND
Were you a player, volunteer, or someone who supported the beep ball team that played in Falls Church Virginia, sponsored by the Telecom Pioneers in Northern VA, and played with us in inner league games of Prince George's County, MD, Prince William County, VA, or Washington DC?
If so, this next virtual event is for you. Come reconnect with players, socialize, share memories, and hear live entertainment from our very own players including Andrew Tompkins, an accomplished piano player. Ashley Bramlett, a long-time beep ball player, is hosting a virtual reunion and holiday celebration on zoom. It will be held Thursday, December 18th in the afternoon. Please contact her for complete information and the zoom link if interested. Email her with questions and if you wish to attend. Please include your full name and which league you played in or your connection to beep ball. Email Ashley at bookwormahb@earthlink.net.
You can also reach out to Susan Shaw, longtime volunteer, with questions at susan.h.shaw@hotmail.com.
Ashley and Susan welcome your outreach and interest even if you cannot attend this virtual event since they will have more virtual events in the new year.
###

[bookmark: Fed]DISPLACED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES SCHOLARSHIP
From Fairfax County Department of Family Services Newsletter 
Virginia Tech's School of Public and International Affairs is offering partial tuition scholarships for federal employees recently displaced from their jobs. These scholarships are available for certificate programs in areas such as local government management, economic development, transportation planning and policy, and nonprofit and NGO management.
Applications are due Monday, Dec. 15. To learn more and fill out the interest form, contact Saif Abdelrasol at saift@vt.edu.
Also learn more at Displaced Federal Employees Tuition Scholarships | School of Public and International Affairs | Virginia Tech>
###

[bookmark: DOT]DOT RESOURCES FOR TRAVELING WITH A DISABITY
From Fairfax County Department of Family Services Newsletter
The Department of Transportation (DOT) has updated information on traveling with a disability, offering guidance and resources for passengers, crew, and employees. Their site features information about the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) and other regulations that ensure accessibility during air travel.
Learn about essential topics including wheelchair and assistive device policies, service animal guidelines, seating accommodations, and how to file a complaint if needed.
Visit the site at Traveling with a Disability | US Department of Transportation.
###

[bookmark: Safe]STAY SAFE WHILE SHOPPING ONLINE THIS SEASON
From Fairfax County Department of Family Services Newsletter 
The holiday season is a time for finding great deals—but it's also a prime opportunity for hackers and scammers. Cybercriminals often target online shoppers by exploiting device vulnerabilities, internet connections, and fake websites or charities to steal personal and financial information.
The best way to protect yourself is to stay informed. Take a few simple steps to secure your online activities, such as being cautious about links, avoiding unknown websites, and using strong passwords. For detailed tips, view the Holiday Online Safety Tip Sheet or visit CISA's Secure Our World for more information on staying safe this festive season.
###

[bookmark: OE]OE HOLIDAY SHOP & TRAVEL ROUNDUP
The following is a list of helpful resources from OE Patients
· The Hottest Low Vision Gifts: Best Gifts for Visually Impaired | Low Vision Gift Ideas

· InnoSearch.ai Simplifies Online Shopping: InnoSearch.ai Simplifies Online Shopping | OE Patients.
· Walmart & Target Offer Visual Assistance On-Demand: Target & Walmart Offer Visual Assistance On-Demand | OE Patients:
· Arranging Airport Accessibility Assistance: Arranging Airport Accessibility Assistance | OE Patients
· Aira at the Airport: Aira At The Airport | OE Patients.
· Making Hotels More Accessible: Making Hotels More Accessible for Travelers with Vision Loss | OE Patients.
[bookmark: Print]###

3D PRINTING INTERNSHIP 2026
The Maryland Department of Disabilities Assistive Technology Program (MDTAP) is seeking to hire two interns to support the expansion of their 3D Printing Program!
· 16 week internship (Feb-June 2026), approximately 10 hours per week
· Hybrid schedule ~ 80% telework, 20% on-premises at 2301 Argonne Dr. in Baltimore
· Interns will receive $5,000 stipend upon completion of internship and required tasks
For full details, and to apply go to MDTAP 3D Printing Program Internship Application.
###

[bookmark: Theater]












THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, providing a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 

Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Rules For Living
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described Saturday, December 13th at 2:00
Round House Theatre | Home

Water for Elephants
National Theatre – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, December 14th at 7:30 pm
Explore Shows - Broadway at The National

Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday. December 17th at 7:30 pm
Experience It Live | Olney Theatre Center

Step Afrika!’s Magic Musical Holiday Step Show
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm
Arena Stage

Guys and Dolls
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, December 20th at 2:00 pm
Shakespeare Theatre Company

###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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###

[bookmark: TUG]LBPD Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: Wearable Tech, including the Meta glasses 
Saturday, December 13th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) is diving into the cutting-edge development of wearable technology in a dynamic Zoom session that promises to inform, inspire, and spark conversation. From smart glasses to safety-enhancing wearables, they will explore:
· What's out there right now — and what's coming next.
· How these devices support information access, mobility, and
personal safety.
· Whether wearable devices are budget-friendly or tend
towards breaking the bank.
Feel free to share your impressions!
Who should attend?
· Individuals who are considering buying smart glasses
· People who have difficulty with smart phones
Tech enthusiasts
The meeting can be accessed by either calling in or via Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting:
Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#

Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523

###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Holiday Party in NOVA
Saturday, December 13th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Anthony's Restaurant
3000 Annandale Road, Falls Church
Menu & Details: https://share.google/ytXzvmiX4jlWlKdFr
Friends - even if you don’t live in Virginia — you're all welcome to join a festive afternoon of great food, laughter, and holiday cheer.
Just bring yourself, your holiday spirit, and a wrapped $10 gift for their gift exchange.
If you have questions, call Donna Clarke at 571-244-4523.
###

[bookmark: Board]Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired
Tuesday, December 16th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Join in-person: 397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227
Join virtual: Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161-941-3426
Passcode: 458013
Or via Telephone -
(646) 828-7666
Meeting ID: 161-941-3426
Passcode: 458013
PUBLIC COMMENTS WILL BE RECEIVED AT 11:10 A.M.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Tech Talk Tuesday - Labeling (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, December 16th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Darwin Belt, Co-Founder of WayAround, to explore simple and effective labeling solutions for daily life. Learn how WayTags and other tools can help identity clothing, food, and household items.
Call (301) 951-4444 or click this link to register.
###

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead - NLS eReader Searching: Tips and Tricks
[bookmark: v1_Hlk206752567]Tuesday, December 16th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Please note that, due to the multiple federal holidays, for this month only That All May eRead is being held on the third Tuesday of the month. The regular schedule will resume in January. They will open the program with a brief presentation and demonstration and then answer questions about the Zoomax and HumanWare Braille eReaders for the remainder of the hour.
To access the program, go to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1617395179?pwd=FHWAS45p50HiFtyuLiPaieJY7Ta4bD.1.
	Join by Telephone

	

	Dial:
	+1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)

	Meeting ID:
	161 739 5179


The Zoom.gov ID will not work with standard Zoom.us.

You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
For more information, please contact NLSPES@loc.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Hall]Traveling with Vision Impairment (Virtual Event) - Low Vision Town Hall
Wednesday, December 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Stan Gowin, Co-Chair, Reston V.I.P. (Visually Impaired Persons) Group, as he shares his latest travel experiences navigating planes, trains, and ships with a mobility cane. Learn tips for overcoming travel challenges with vision impairment and discover how to make travel more accessible.
Call (301) 951-4444 or click this link to register.
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB Center for Excellence in Nonvisual Access - December Seminar
Annual Accessible Device Showcase
Wednesday, December 17th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Consumer electronics make great holiday gifts. Join us as they demonstrate some accessible options for blind and low-vision people. The National Federation of the Blind in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities is hosting an Accessible Device Showcase to help you fill your gift-giving and personal wish-list with the latest in accessible technology. From home appliances to leisure activities, come learn about the newest accessible devices. 
Register now through the NFB CENA Website (Accessibility Boutique Registration | National Federation of the Blind).
###

[bookmark: Speak]Smart Speaking to The Smart Speaker - Using Book Navigation and Bookmarks 
Thursday, December 18th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will answer any questions you have about the My Talking Books skill for Alexa-enabled smart speakers.
To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1604643842?pwd=NPLl6r0BCICa4CbZ9grc1ochbMHBYg.1.
Remember that the meeting is recorded. Do not speak if you do not wish to be on the recording. 
	Join by Telephone

	Dial +1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)
	Meeting ID:
	160 464 3842





To review past programming, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/smart-speaking-to-the-smart-speaker.

For more information, please contact NLSPES@loc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Book]POB READS Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, January 2nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join POB for I See You've Called in Dead by John Kenney, a witty novel about an obituary writer who accidently declares himself dead and discovers what it truly means to be live.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: DBVI]
DBVI Virtual New Year, New You! 
Tuesday, January 13th at 6:30 pm
Register: Email: Dave@possibilitythinkers.net
Are you overwhelmed by daily stresses? Studies show across the board an increase in depression, anxiety and stress. Join the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI), Sky's the Limit and Dr. Rob Gilbert for RESILIENCY!

They want to help you build strategies to enhance your self-confidence, overcome worry and doubt and establish wellness goals that will promote resiliency! This program experience is open to all served by DBVI as well as, DBVI staff, so please feel free to share! Registration is required.
Questions? Contact:
Tish Harris: Tish.Harris@dbvi.virginia.gov.
###

	


[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Event: Braille: The Power of Dots - H2 Headline Style
Tuesday, January 20th from 5:30 to 8:00 pm
Blind Industries and Services of Maryland
3345 Washington Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21227
Braille is more than a reading system. For many people who are blind, have low vision, or are losing vision, it becomes a powerful tool for learning, staying organized, accessing information, and maintaining independence. Whether Braille is already part of your life or you're simply curious about it, they invite you to join them for an evening designed to welcome every level of experience.

This event brings together hands-on activities, modern technology, and honest conversation about how Braille supports success at school, at work, and at home. You'll be able to explore at your own pace, ask questions, and connect with others who use Braille daily.
During the event, you can:
· Try Braille reading and writing tools
· Learn how Braille supports education and study skills
· Explore how Braille can strengthen employment and workplace access
· See practical labeling tools for home and organization
· Try refreshable Braille displays and accessible technology
· Look through historical materials that reflect Braille's legacy
· Talk with people who use Braille and ask any questions you have
Whether you're beginning to experience vision loss, supporting someone who is, or simply interested in learning more, this evening is meant to be welcoming, encouraging, and informative.
Hosted by Blind Industries and Services of Maryland (BISM) and the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD).
Register here.
Light refreshments will be provided.
If you have any questions or accessibility needs, please get in touch with them at least two weeks before the event. Transportation to the event is not provided.
 
Contact:
Ashley Biggs
ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov
410-230-2430
###
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