[bookmark: _Hlk139533265][image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk171611388][bookmark: _Hlk143176467][bookmark: _Hlk140767550][bookmark: _Hlk151720552][bookmark: _Hlk153463947][bookmark: _Hlk149234067][bookmark: _Hlk151107508][bookmark: _Hlk156482897][bookmark: _Hlk154663176][bookmark: _Hlk158296441][bookmark: _Hlk159515974][bookmark: _Hlk155881401][bookmark: _Hlk178256007][bookmark: _Hlk183682206][bookmark: _Hlk161334152][bookmark: _Hlk169790341][bookmark: _Hlk168577218][bookmark: _Hlk172814561][bookmark: _Hlk171611312]12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 – 301-681-6636
https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

January 22, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Of special note this week is the newly added Zero-Fare Ride On Flex service area in Montgomery County. Details are here.

Also note that this month’s Falls Church VIP meeting will feature Hadley Institute for the Blind. Hadley virtual events are frequently listed in the MWE Updates. You can check out this week’s listing here, here, and here.

Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Help Us Bring Light Through Accessibility and Empowerment This Winter: A Message From MWE CEO/Executive Director
· Sign Up for Alert Montgomery and Stay Informed This Winter
· Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Call For Presenters
· Fairfax County Veterans and Military Families Commission Military Community Survey
· Virginia Board for People with Disabilities Introduces Resource Friday on Facebook
· Montgomery County Adds New Zero-Fare Ride On Flex Service Area
· Online Braille Calendar Creator Now Available
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Low Vision: Strategies and Resources toward a Safe and Fulfilling Life
· New Orchestra of Washington: "Winter Winds"/"Vientos de Invierno" - In-person
· Falls Church VIP Meeting Featuring Hadley
· Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
· DC Metro Area: A Home for New Musicals: The Young John Lewis Reflection Series
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Accessible Appliances
· Trivia Night
· Tech That Empowers: Assistive Technology for People with Disabilities
· Hadley What’s Cooking Workshops: Adventures in Food Tasting
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Game Night with Vision Loss
· Quarterly NLS Music Notes Meeting
· Fairfax County All Access Book Club: What Happened to the Bennetts by Lisa Scottoline 
· Technology User Group: What's News with Jaws and Zoomtext in 2026
· Tools and Techniques to Conquer the 4 Fears of Cooking with Vision Loss
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Low Vision Awareness Month”
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
· Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
###

[bookmark: v1_Hlk215812089][bookmark: Light]Help Us Bring Light Through Accessibility and Empowerment This Winter: A Message from MWE CEO/Executive Director
For more than 50 years, The Metropolitan Washington Ear has served the DMV region by providing life-changing services that empower people who are blind or have low vision to stay informed, independent, and connected.
 
Our programs reach thousands of listeners and participants each year, offering:
· Radio reading services
· Dial-in Newspaper and Magazine Service
· Audio description
· Orientation and mobility training
· Braille reading and writing instruction
· Assistive technology support, including screen readers, magnification devices, smartphone accessibility, and digital literacy coaching
 
Every day, dedicated volunteers read newspapers, magazines, books, and live programming so that blind and low-vision listeners across the region can stay engaged with their communities.
 
This season, we invite you to help make "A Brighter Winter."

Your contribution will help us bring LIGHT through accessibility and empowerment to everyone who depends on these essential services.
[bookmark: v1_Hlk215812549] 
Use this link to Bring Light Through Accessibility and Empowerment.

The Metropolitan Washington Ear — Where Independence Has a Voice.
Thanks! 
 
Best Regards,
 
Marcella A. Copes, Ph.D.
CEO/Executive Director
Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc.
###

[bookmark: Alert]SIGN UP FOR ALERT MONTGOMERY AND STAY INFORMED THIS WINTER 
The Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (OEMHS) encourage County residents to subscribe to Alert Montgomery this winter season. The free notification system delivers accurate, timely emergency information directly from Montgomery County to residents by text message, email, or voice call to mobile, work, or home phones. Subscribers can receive alerts about government and public-school closures or delays, weather-related emergencies, infrastructure issues such as water or power outages, and severe traffic incidents, including major accidents and prolonged road closures that may affect their home, workplace, or child's school. 
Register at https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OEMHS/AlertMontgomery/index.html.
###

[bookmark: ADA]MID-ATLANTIC ADA CENTER CALL FOR PRESENTERS
Do you have knowledge or experience others could learn from?
The Mid-Atlantic ADA Center is looking for passionate professionals to lead engaging, practical webinars for their member network. Their webinars cover a wide range of ADA-related topics such as accessibility in the built environment, information and communication technologies, transportation, employment, and more.
As a presenter, you’ll:
· Expand your reach
· Build your professional profile
· Connect with peers nationwide
Sessions are free to attend, promoted through their channels, and recorded to extend their impact beyond the live event.
Interested? Complete the Call for Presenters form and help them build their strongest webinar lineup yet!
For more information or questions, contact the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center at 800-949-4232 or 301-217-0124.
###

[bookmark: Vets]
FAIRFAX COUNTY VETERANS AND MILITARY FAMILIES COMMISSION MILITARY COMMUNITY SURVEY 
The Fairfax County Veterans and Military Families Commission is proud to announce the launch of their needs assessment survey to gather data to identify service gaps in Fairfax County. This survey should take about 15 minutes to complete and will close on February 16, 2026. It is vitally essential for the Fairfax County veteran community, including active-duty service members, veterans, retirees, and military spouses, to complete it so that policymakers and stakeholders in Fairfax County can better serve the veteran and military family community.
Please access the social media friendly survey at Veterans and Military Families Commission Military Community Survey and thank you for your participation!
###

[bookmark: Resource]VIRGINIA BOARD FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES INTRODUCES RESOURCE FRIDAY ON FACEBOOK
	The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities (VBPD) has launched Resource Friday, a weekly initiative to share valuable tools and information that can enhance the lives of people with disabilities across Virginia. Every Friday on the VBPD Facebook page, the Board will feature a new resource to support people with disabilities and their families. Check out their latest post or click the link below to browse all available resources.
Resources - Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
###




	


[bookmark: Fare]MONTGOMERY COUNTY ADDS NEW ZERO-FARE RIDE ON FLEX SERVICE AREA
By Patrick Herron
Courtesy MCDOT
Forwarded by MWE Volunteer Evelyn Jemionek
The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has announced it will begin service for Ride On Flex Zone 918 on Monday, February 2, expanding the county’s on-demand, zero-fare shared shuttle network.
The new zone will provide peak-period service to the Ednor, Sandy Spring, Norwood, and Cloverly communities, as well as along New Hampshire Avenue between Route 108 and the White Oak Transit Center, with connections to Ride On bus routes, Flash Bus Rapid Transit on US 29, Metrobus, and Metrorail.
Ride On Flex Zone 918 is an app- or phone-based service with no fixed routes or schedules, allowing riders to reserve trips to and from transit hubs, shopping, schools, jobs, and other destinations. The service also restores transit access for many neighborhoods previously served by Metrobus Z2 and includes accessibility accommodations, with door-to-door service for disabled riders and designated pickup points for others during weekday peak hours.
###

[bookmark: Braille]ONLINE BRAILLE CALENDAR CREATOR NOW AVAILABLE
From The Braillists Foundation and forwarded by David Goldfield
Seeing Hands has released a new small Braille project:
As a celebration of the new year, they’ve made a Braille calendar generator. This can create a file showing the calendar of any year or years which can be used to mark events. Because it’s designed for any display with the ability to edit a Braille file, and technically anything that can read one, this doesn’t have the same feature set that a calendar application on a notetaker might have but if you are using something that doesn’t have one, this might be of some use. It mostly depends how you like to use a calendar, and it can still be limiting for users of small displays.
If you have any ideas for how they can improve this, they would appreciate any feedback. You can find the tool at https://s.seeinghands.org/calendar
https://www.braillists.org/uncategorised/online-braille-calendar-creator-now-available/.
###

[bookmark: Theater]












THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Clue
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, February 1st at 7:30 pm
Clue - Broadway at The National

Paranormal Activity
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, February 7th at 2:00 pm 
Paranormal Activity 25-26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Stereophonic
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, February 15th at 7:30 pm 
Stereophonic - Broadway at The National

Nothing Up My Sleeve
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described: Saturday, February 21st at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Nothing Up My Sleeve

Chez Joey
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, February 28th at 2:00 pm
Chez Joey

On Beckett
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, February 28th at 2:00 pm
On Beckett - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
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[bookmark: Life]Low Vision: Strategies and Resources toward a Safe and Fulfilling Life
Friday, January 23rd from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Connie Morella Library
7400 Arlington Road, Bethesda
Join a program about navigating life with low vision.
What is Low Vision? When the best glasses prescription can no longer correct your vision, due to underlying conditions, such that you can no longer easily do daily tasks -- that is Low Vision. For example, your life is impacted by your decline in vision when you can:
·        no longer read regular print,
·        no longer recognize faces, or
·        no longer drive.
Loss of these visual skills could be life changing. Sandy Neuzil with POB will help you learn new strategies and tap into available resources to help you continue to live a safe, independent, and fulfilling life. Co-sponsored by Bethesda Metro Area Village and Connie Morella Library. Free and open to the public. 
Questions about this program? Contact the Connie Morella Library 240-777-0970
###
 
[bookmark: Winds]New Orchestra of Washington: "Winter Winds"/"Vientos de Invierno" - In-person
Saturday, January 24th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Wheaton Library Social Hall - 2nd Floor
11701 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring
Join the New Orchestra of Washington for Winter Winds, a free, family-friendly concert performed by a woodwind quintet of NOW musicians. This concert will feature Englebert Humperdinck's musical retelling of the story of Hansel and Gretel as well as other musical selections by Maurice Ravel, Jean Francaix, and Valerie Coleman!
To reserve your seat, visit: https://ci.ovationtix.com/35644/production/1260488?performanceId=11734312.
###

[bookmark: VIP]Falls Church VIP Meeting Featuring Hadley
Monday, January 26 at 2:00 pm
Hadley is a nationally recognized organization that provides free, practical learning opportunities for people who are blind or have low vision. Their services include one-on-one instruction, workshops, discussion groups, and a wide range of accessible resources focused on daily living skills, technology, communication, recreation, and emotional adjustment to vision loss. All programs are designed to help individuals build confidence, independence, and connection—at their own pace.
Hadley has expanded their offerings significantly in recent years, so even if you are familiar with Hadley from courses you may have taken in the past, they think you will be pleasantly surprised by what they now offer.
The Zoom meeting information and one-touch mobile link are provided below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88157390871?pwd=o0DMtKE6tSK9Yswuan0NbHCvKU3SJf.1
Meeting ID: 881 5739 0871
Passcode: 1234
---
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,88157390871# US (Chicago)
+16468769923,,88157390871# US (New York)
###

[bookmark: Book]Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
Monday, January 26th from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Virtual Branch
Audiobook lovers, drop in for an informal and wide-ranging discussion without the pressure of reading an assigned title. All readers are welcome whether you read with ears or eyes. Tell us about a book title that you really enjoyed.
NEW: You will need to be logged into Zoom to attend this program. You can create a free account on Zoom using the sign up link on the Zoom website - https://zoom.us/signin. Once you are signed in on Zoom, return to this page and click on the link below to join the program. You do not need a passcode.  If you have trouble getting in, please call Kensington Park Library at 240-773-9515.
Join Zoom Invite Link
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85480395484
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 854 8039 5484
For security reasons, this program session may be locked 10 minutes after it begins. Please log in promptly.
###

[bookmark: DC]DC Metro Area: A Home for New Musicals: The Young John Lewis Reflection Series
Monday, January 26th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
Auditorium 
901 G street, NW
As part of the Young John Lewis reflection series, join the Library and Mosaic Theater for a panel conversation led by Washington Post theater critic Naveen Kumar highlighting local theater companies producing new musicals. Produced in partnership with Olney Theatre Center and Signature Theatre, the event will feature performances from Mosaic’s production of Young John Lewis: Prodigy of Protest, Olney’s productions of I & You: The Musical, Little Miss Perfect, and Signature’s production of Safety Not Guaranteed - all premiering in the DMV this spring.
Supported by the DC Public Library Foundation. 
###

[bookmark: Hadley][bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Accessible Appliances
Tuesday, January 27th at 12:00 pm and the 4th Tuesday of Every Month at 12:00 pm 
If setting your oven or washing machine has started to feel like a guessing game, it doesn’t have to stay that way. Whether it’s tactile buttons, easy-to-see apps, or devices you can talk to, join the exploration of accessible solutions for everyday tasks around the house.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Trivia]Trivia Night
Tuesday, January 27 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm
Cleveland Park Neighborhood Library
3310 Connecticut Avenue, NW
First Floor Meeting Room (50-125 Person Capacity)
Test Your Knowledge!
What do you know? Join the library for Trivia Night where they put your knowledge and skills about everything to the test!
Five rounds. Teams of 3 -5 players. May the luckiest group win!
If you would like to request an accommodation, please contact dcplaccess@dc.gov at least one week prior to the event.
###

[bookmark: TAP]Tech That Empowers: Assistive Technology for People with Disabilities
Wednesday, January 28th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Virtual Branch Montgomery County Public Libraries
Curious about how assistive technology supports people with disabilities in living more independently and fully? Join an engaging virtual “tour” of the Maryland Assistive Technology Program (MDTAP), led by James Whitney, an occupational therapist and Assistive Technology Clinician with MDTAP.
You will need to be signed into Zoom to attend this program via the web.
Join the event at either: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87309876384
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592;
Meeting ID: 873 0987 6384
If you don't have a Zoom account, you can create a free account here: https://zoom.us/signup. 
James will introduce the mission and services of MDTAP and guide participants through the world of assistive technology (AT) designed to support people with disabilities across the lifespan. The presentation will explain how individuals with disabilities (and their families or caregivers) can request services and what types of support are available. The presenter will also highlight the AT program’s lending library and the wide range of devices that help people with disabilities communicate, learn, work, and manage daily activities. Time-permitting, the presentation will conclude with a brief virtual “show-and-tell,” featuring selected AT devices and real-world examples of how they can enhance independence and quality of life.
This program is ideal for people with disabilities, caregivers, service providers, and anyone interested in inclusive, accessible technology.
Questions about this program? Contact the branch at (240) 773-9515.
By joining this Virtual MCPL program, you agree to abide by their rules of conduct. Library staff has the authority to remove you from this program if we deem your behavior to be inappropriate, to ensure the safety of staff and customers.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Workshops: Adventures in Food Tasting
Wednesday, January 28th at 5:00 pm and the 4th Wednesday of every month at 5:00 pm 
If you’re an adventurous eater, or you are trying to eat a wider variety of food, join to talk about finding, preparing, and enjoying new foods.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Game]Hadley Recreation Chat: Game Night with Vision Loss
Tuesday, February 3rd and the first Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm
Whether it’s modifying an existing board game, pulling out the braille playing cards or even finding a challenging word game on your smartphone, join to share your favorite games and how to play them with vision loss.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###

[bookmark: NLS]Quarterly NLS Music Notes Meeting
Tuesday, February 3rd at 7:00 pm
Guest Karen Gearreald, the most recent National Braille Association Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, is also a philanthropist, educator, lawyer, actress, international speaker, administrator, pianist, singer and braille music transcription instructor and transcriber. There will be a live conversation, which will be followed by a Q&A session. 
Zoom and telephone links are below.
Meeting URL: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1616148038?pwd=3KXoSaRnmyan4kzHuXoXvSdbAs5tfP.1  s
Meeting ID:        161 614 8038
Passcode:          364190

Join by Telephone 
For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location. 
Dial:      +1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)
+1 646 828 7666 US (New York)
+1 646 964 1167 US (US Spanish Line)
 
One tap mobile:  US: +16692545252,,1616148038# or +16468287666,,1616148038# 
 
For more information: contact Juliette Appold at japp@loc.gov
###

[bookmark: Club]Fairfax County All Access Book Club: What Happened to the Bennetts by Lisa Scottoline
Thursday, February 5th at 11:00 am
The All Access Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group: What's News with Jaws and Zoomtext in 2026
Saturday, February 7th at 10:00 am
Elizabeth Whitaker from Vispero takes everyone on this software journey.
Join Zoom Meeting at: Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#
The next Technology User Group meeting will be held on:
Saturday, March 14 - Hable Easy - Smartphone Remote Controller
###

[bookmark: Tools]Tools and Techniques to Conquer the 4 Fears of Cooking with Vision Loss
Monday, February 9th at 7:00 pm 
Virtual on Zoom (Registration is required)
Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness and the American Council of the Blind for an inspiring session with Chef Debra Erickson, founder of The Blind Kitchen. Learn tips and tricks on how to navigate the kitchen with vision loss. Whether you are a beginner or returning to your culinary roots, Debra will show you how to cook safely, confidently, and independently. In this presentation, Debra will address the most common fears associated with cooking: fear of cutting oneself, fear of burning oneself, fear of embarrassing oneself, and fear of making friends or family sick due to undercooking food. All of these fears can be managed with the right tools, techniques, strategies, and specialized knowledge. Time will be reserved for questions from the attendees.
Register at Tools and Techniques to Conquer the 4 Fears of Cooking with Vision Loss — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
All who attend the webinar will receive a gift from The Blind Kitchen!
###

[bookmark: Med]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Low Vision Awareness Month”
Tuesday, February 10th at 11:30 am on Zoom. 
The speaker is Kyle Thomson, MD. The Zoom invitation is below. 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89731944994?pwd=eFEPbJxNurb0KiZqQXVTzULbgLNNRR.1.
Meeting ID: 897 3194 4994
Passcode: 539069
One tap mobile
+13092053325,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US
+13126266799,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US (Chicago)
 ###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)
Saturday, February 28th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (registration required)
This session is designed to empower you with the latest clinical updates and practical tools for navigating life with vision loss.  This webinar is sponsored by Johnson & Johnson.  
Why You Should Attend
They’re bringing together top experts to provide you with actionable insights and the latest scientific updates:
· AMD Decoded: Understand exactly how AMD affects the eye and what the latest diagnostic trends mean for you.
· The Cutting Edge: Get a first look at current clinical trials, emerging gene therapies, and potential new treatments on the horizon.
· Daily Success: Practical tips for managing vision loss and maintaining ocular health to improve quality of life.
· Ask the Experts: A live Q&A session where your most pressing questions get answered in real-time.
Register at https://www.fightingblindness.org/events/quarterly-vision-webinar-age-related-macular-degeneration-amd-5521?vcrmeid=LfY5GjejcEe3bhbhDLeWg&vcrmiid=i6L4Vi8sRUeDB-hq9uAE5Q. 
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###

[bookmark: ACB]Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
The 2026 Leadership Conference will be a hybrid event. The optional tour, ACB’s Board Meeting, Presidents’ Meeting, Legislative Seminar, and Capitol Hill visits will take place between March 6-10, 2026, at the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel in Arlington, VA.
You can register through the members site here: https://members.acb.org/. 
The registration fee for in-person attendees is $115. The registration fee is $30 for virtual attendees. Registration closes on February 28, 2026 at 11:59 PM CT. For more information on the D.C. Leadership conference please visit the conference page at: https://www.acb.org/2026-acb-dc-leadership-conference. 
A schedule of events, including information on the optional tour, and information on the legislative imperatives are also available on the conference webpage.
###
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