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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

February 19, 2026

The current issue of Access Fairfax, a newsletter from The Fairfax County Department of Family Services, has several resources that are useful wherever you live. You can check out a free, step‑by‑step resource to get fair and accessible health care with their Getting the Care You Need: Guide for People with Disabilities here and for those who have already been or could be affected by the new administration's efforts to downsize the federal workforce and budget, the Federal Workforce Resource Hub is here. There is also information about the Future Forward: Federal Talent Career Fair here.
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Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Montgomery County Expands On-Demand Bus Service to Sandy Spring and White Oak
· Opus Genetics Receives Funding for Gene Therapy Clinical Trial for MERTK-Related Retinitis Pigmentosa
· Share Your Voice: Join a Paid Sjögren's Disease Research Study! 
· Updated Fairfax County Website Makes Finding Support Easier
· Getting the Care You Need: Guide for People with Disabilities
· Federal Workforce Resource Hub
· Fairfax County Coordinated Services Planning
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Virginia State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind and Visually Impaired Meeting
· Falls Church VIP Meeting
· FCC Announces CPAAC Meeting
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: NFB 1Password Overview
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Keeping Appliances Clean and Safe
· Future Forward: Federal Talent Career Fair
· ACBVA Book Club
· Beginning Level Braille Class
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Staying Fit with Vision Loss
· All Access Book Club: The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
· FFB Mid-South Lunch & Learn
· POB Reads: Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: – COMMON CHALLENGES AM “EYE” READY FOR MY EXAM?
· America InSight: Verbal Description Tours 
· Technology User Group (TUG): Hable Easy - Smartphone Remote Controller
###

[bookmark: Bus]MONTGOMERY COUNTY EXPANDS ON-DEMAND BUS SERVICE TO SANDY SPRING AND WHITE OAK
	


Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has added a new Ride On bus service area for Flex, an on-demand shared shuttle service. Flex Zone 918 provides peak-period, book-and-go, transit service to the Ednor, Sandy Spring, Norwood, and Cloverly communities, as well as New Hampshire Avenue between Maryland Route 108 and the White Oak Transit Center. The Flex zone includes connections to the wider transit network, including Ride On bus, U.S 29 (Colesville Road) Flash Bus Rapid Transit, Metrobus and Metrorail.
Riders can reserve trips using the Flex mobile app or the call 240-301-3842 to reserve a pickup time and location. The location is typically a cross street. The Ride On Flex app is available for free download in the Apple iStore, and Google Play store and tracks the vehicle live providing arrival time estimates.
Read the Press Release
###

[bookmark: Opus]OPUS GENETICS RECEIVES FUNDING FOR GENE THERAPY CLINICAL TRIAL FOR MERTK-RELATED RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA
Opus Genetics has announced the funding of a clinical trial evaluating OPGx-MERTK, an investigational gene therapy for retinitis pigmentosa caused by mutations in the MERTK gene. The trial represents a significant step forward for patients with this rare form of inherited retinal disease, which currently has no approved treatments.
Read the full article at https://www.fightingblindness.org/news/opus-genetics-receives-funding-for-gene-therapy-clinical-trial-for-mertk-related-retinitis-pigmentosa-3379?vcrmeid=Bf7S54VOGE6p2l56eI1J6Q&vcrmiid=i6L4Vi8sRUeDB-hq9uAE5Q
###

[bookmark: Share]SHARE YOUR VOICE: JOIN A PAID SJOGREN’S DISEASE RESEARCH STUDY!
Have you been diagnosed with Sjögren's Disease?
Exafield US, a leading healthcare market research recruiting company, is conducting an important study to better understand the real-life experiences of individuals living with Sjögren's.
Study Highlights:
· Format: one 45-min online interview + 15 min pre-task, participate from the comfort of your home
· Compensation: $100 for your time and insights (diagnosis confirmation required)
· Participants will also be asked to have their doctor complete a Patient Record Form for an additional $25.
By sharing your perspective, you'll help healthcare professionals, researchers, and organizations better meet the needs of the Sjögren's Disease community.
Start the survey and learn if you qualify at https://ethnoforms.com/sm/surveys/N1A8QLZ3/0000B3D400F3CBF0D1/ethnos.dll.
If you have any questions, contact Tara Rockower at rockower@exafield.com.
###



[bookmark: Web]UPDATED FAIRFAX COUNTY WEBSITE MAKES FINDING SUPPORT EASIER
	The Fairfax County Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) has launched an updated public website to better serve individuals with disabilities, older adults, caregivers, and their families. The web address remains the same, www.dars.virginia.gov, but the site now offers a new look and simpler way to find programs, services, and resources.
The refreshed site was designed with inclusiveness in mind. It features easier navigation, robust maps and directories, compatibility with screen readers and other assistive technology, and open‑captioned videos. Visitors are encouraged to explore the updated pages and get familiar with the new layout. 
Learn more at DARS launches new website - DARS.
###




[bookmark: Care]GETTING THE CARE YOU NEED: GUIDE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
	


Getting the Care You Need: Guide for People with Disabilities is a free, step‑by‑step resource to help people with disabilities get fair and accessible health care. It explains your rights and how to ask for changes to the way care is provided, such as sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, Braille or large‑print materials, and allowing trained service dogs in exam and inpatient rooms. It also explains what providers may not do, like refusing to serve you, charging extra for accessibility, or requiring you to bring your own interpreter or helper.
The guide walks you through each part of a medical visit: scheduling, preparing, what to do during your appointment, and how to follow up. It also includes a checklist of questions, reminders to share your accommodation needs, and tips for taking notes or recording information, plus what to do if you have problems or want to file a discrimination complaint with Medicare or Medicaid. A Braille version is available; to request a physical copy, email HealthEquityTA@cms.hhs.gov.
Explore the Guide at GETTING THE CARE YOU NEED.
###

[bookmark: Hub]FEDERAL WORKFORCE RESOURCE HUB
For those who have already been or could be affected by the new administration's efforts to downsize the federal workforce and budget, Fairfax County has a variety of resources and services that can help former federal employees, contractors and anyone else affected by job loss. View their Federal Workforce Resource Hub for information and links to resources targeted toward federal employees and contractors.
Visit the region's new Talent Capital jobs website for opportunities and resources across Virginia, D.C. and Maryland.
Learn more at Federal Government Resource Hub | Topics.
###

[bookmark: Services]FAIRFAX COUNTY COORDINATED SERVICES PLANNING
Coordinated Services Planning links Fairfax County residents to emergency and long-term help, such as food, shelter, clothing, health care, employment support, and financial assistance.
CSP specialists talk with you by phone, learn about your situation, and connect you to programs you may qualify for. Multilingual staff and interpreters are available.
Learn more at Coordinated Services Planning | Neighborhood and Community Services.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Nothing Up My Sleeve
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described: Saturday, February 21st at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Nothing Up My Sleeve

Chez Joey
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, February 28th at 2:00 pm
Chez Joey

On Beckett
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, February 28th at 2:00 pm
On Beckett - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Little Miss Perfect
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, March 4th at 7:30 pm
Little Miss Perfect | Olney Theatre Center

Inherit the Wind
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, March 21st at 2:00 pm
Inherit the Wind

Beauty and the Beast
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Saturday, March 21st at 1:30 pm and 
Sunday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast - Broadway at The National
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays

	###



	






	[bookmark: Rise]


[bookmark: DBVI]Virginia State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind and Visually Impaired Meeting
Friday, February 20th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227
Join virtual: Zoom link
Password: 504739
Or Telephone: Dial: (646) 828 - 7666 (US Toll) 
Meeting ID: 161 138 7697
Password: 504739
The agenda for this meeting will be shared once it has been finalized and prepared.
###

[bookmark: VIP]Falls Church VIP Meeting
Monday, February 23rd at 2:00 pm
Due to the potential for inclement weather, the meeting will take place via Zoom The featured speaker will be Melanie Hughes, an Orientation and Mobility Instructor with the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI). Melanie is a Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist who has served with the DBVI Fairfax office since 1996. She holds an M.S. in O&M from Salus University and is a recognized expert in environmental accessibility, having served on numerous federal committees. 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84099028165?pwd=HhCThkMITa86E9KXU0wdUzOZOAFTgM.1
Meeting ID: 840 9902 8165
Passcode: 022491

One tap mobile
+16469313860,,84099028165# US
+13017158592,,84099028165# US (Washington DC)
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Announces CPAAC Meeting
Tuesday, February 24th at 9:00 am
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE, Washington
The FCC released a Public Notice announcing the next meeting of the Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) 
The CPAAC provides advice and recommendations to the Commission on a wide array of consumer protection and accessibility matters specified by the Commission.  The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov.  These comments or questions may be addressed during the public comment period. 
 
The meeting will be open to the public and webcast with open captioning and interpreting person services at https://www.fcc.gov/live.  Other reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov  or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
 
Link to Public Notice: 
https://www.fcc.gov/document/consumer-protection-and-accessibility-advisory-committee-meet-224
 
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at 202-559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.     
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: NFB 1Password Overview
Tuesday, February 24th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
1Password is a powerful, accessible password and information manager that works on multiple operating systems and browsers.
Learn how a password manager can improve your cybersecurity, and how to get started with 1Password.
Register on the NFB CENA Training page - https://nfb.org/programs-services/center-excellence-nonvisual-access/events/accessibility-boutique-reg.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Keeping Appliances Clean and Safe
Wednesday, February 25th and the 4th Wednesday of Every Month at 2:00 pm 
Join this discussion to share tips on cleaning, maintaining, and safely using household appliances when you have vision loss.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Fair]Future Forward: Federal Talent Career Fair
Thursday, February 26th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax
This fair is designed for current and former federal employees, contractors, and others impacted by federal workforce changes. Professionals with TS or TS/SCI clearances are also welcome, though a clearance is not required by all employers.
At this event, you can meet employers who are actively hiring people with federal and contracting experience, learn about career transition resources, and attend workshops to help you translate your skills into your next chapter. You'll also have chances to network with workforce professionals and connect with organizations such as CACI International Inc., Fairfax County Government, local school systems, tech firms, and more.
Registration is free and now open. Register at Virginia Works - Virginia's Workforce Development Agency.
###


[bookmark: Club]ACBVA Book Club
Thursday, February 26th at 7:00 pm
At their February meeting, the Virginia affiliate of the American Council of the Blind will be discussing Hold Your Head Up, Mr. Putnam by Peter Putnam (DB19280). This brief autobiography, written in 1952, follows Putnam after he is blinded in a shooting accident, his training with a guide dog at The Seeing Eye, and his journey attending college in Princeton. A short but meaningful read—perfect for discussion.
Not a member but interested in attending? Email Roseann@acbva.org
###

[bookmark: Class]Beginning Level Braille Class
Saturday, February 28th from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, 205-B C4A Meeting Room
This class will take you through knowing all of the braille alphabet. You will learn to work with a slate and stylus and how to use a Perkins brailler. Call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov to register. 
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)
Saturday, February 28th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (registration required)
This session is designed to empower you with the latest clinical updates and practical tools for navigating life with vision loss.  This webinar is sponsored by Johnson & Johnson.  
Why You Should Attend
They’re bringing together top experts to provide you with actionable insights and the latest scientific updates:
· AMD Decoded: Understand exactly how AMD affects the eye and what the latest diagnostic trends mean for you.
· The Cutting Edge: Get a first look at current clinical trials, emerging gene therapies, and potential new treatments on the horizon.
· Daily Success: Practical tips for managing vision loss and maintaining ocular health to improve quality of life.
· Ask the Experts: A live Q&A session where your most pressing questions get answered in real-time.
Register at https://www.fightingblindness.org/events/quarterly-vision-webinar-age-related-macular-degeneration-amd-5521?vcrmeid=LfY5GjejcEe3bhbhDLeWg&vcrmiid=i6L4Vi8sRUeDB-hq9uAE5Q. 
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###

[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: Staying Fit with Vision Loss
Tuesday, March 3rd and the First Tuesday of every month at 11:00 am 
With spring right around the corner, it’s the perfect time to revisit our goals and adjust our fitness routines as our vision changes.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###

[bookmark: Stars]All Access Book Club: The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
Thursday, March 5th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
The All Access Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. via free conference call.
Information about the book is at Fairfax County Public Library.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: FFB2]FFB Mid-South Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, March 6th at 12:00 pm
The Next Generation of Assistive Tech. The future of accessibility is being served—and you're invited to the table. Join FFB for an exclusive session featuring the latest breakthroughs in blindness and low-vision solutions from HumanWare.  For more information and to register, go to: 
https://www.fightingblindness.org/events/mid-south-lunch-learn-5785?vcrmeid=Bf7S54VOGE6p2l56eI1J6Q&vcrmiid=i6L4Vi8sRUeDB-hq9uAE5Q. 
###

[bookmark: Reads]POB Reads: Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, March 6th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Bless Your Heart by Lindy Ryan, a sharp Southern mystery horror set in 1999 Texas, where a family of funeral directors discovers the dead are not staying buried, and four generations of Evans women must protect their town, stop ancient vampires, and keep long-buried secrets from coming back to life.
To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ACB]Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
The 2026 Leadership Conference will be a hybrid event. The optional tour, ACB’s Board Meeting, Presidents’ Meeting, Legislative Seminar, and Capitol Hill visits will take place between March 6-10, 2026, at the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel in Arlington, VA.
You can register through the members site here: https://members.acb.org/. 
The registration fee for in-person attendees is $115. The registration fee is $30 for virtual attendees. Registration closes on February 28, 2026 at 11:59 PM CT. For more information on the D.C. Leadership conference please visit the conference page at: https://www.acb.org/2026-acb-dc-leadership-conference. 
A schedule of events, including information on the optional tour, and information on the legislative imperatives are also available on the conference webpage.
###

[bookmark: Med]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: – COMMON CHALLENGES AM “EYE” READY FOR MY EXAM?
Tuesday, March 10th at 11:30 am on Zoom. 
The speaker is Hannah Anderson, MD. 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89731944994?pwd=eFEPbJxNurb0KiZqQXVTzULbgLNNRR.1
Meeting ID: 897 3194 4994
Passcode: 539069

One tap mobile
+13092053325,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US
+13126266799,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US (Chicago)
###

[bookmark: Tour]America InSight: Verbal Description Tours 
March 12th from 5:30 to 6:30 pm
Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
8th and G Streets, NW
Meet in the lobby to join a docent-led tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG): Hable Easy - Smartphone Remote Controller
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523​​
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​
Call in:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
For more information or to join a discussion, please contact: ​
Jerry Price, 
(410) 230-2446 
email jerry.price1@maryland.gov​
###






	



4

image1.png
https://washear.org





1       12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904  –   301 - 681 - 6636   https://washear.org/listener - newsletters          February 19, 2026     The current issue of  Access Fairfax , a newsletter from The Fairfax  County Department of Family Services, has several resources that are  useful wherever you live. You can check out   a free, step - by - step  resource to get fair and accessible health care   with the ir   Getting the  Care You Need: Guide for People with Disabilities   here   and  for those  who have already been or could be affected by the new  administration's efforts to downsize the federal workforce and budget,  the   Federal Workforce Resource Hub   is   here .   T here is   also  information  about  the  Future Forward: Federal Talent Career Fair  here .     Cheers,   Sylvia   sylvia@washear.org       Here are the links to   all   the items below :        Montgomery County Expands On - Demand Bus Service to Sandy  Spring and White Oak      Opus Genetics Receives Funding for Gene Therapy Clinical Trial  for MERTK - Related Retinitis Pigmentosa      Share Your Voice: Join a Paid Sjögren's Disease Research Study!        Updated  Fairfax County  Website Makes Finding Support Easier      Getting the Care You Need: Guide for People with Disabilities      Federal Workforce Resource Hub      Fairfax County  Coordinated Services Planning  

