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March 13, 2026

Of special note this week, the Center for Accessibility at the DC Public Library announced that JAWS Classes on Wednesdays and the Android Drop-In on Fridays are canceled until further notice. A full list of schedule updates is here.

The good news is that the Fairfax County Library, system-wide, over the next several months, will install Zoom Text and JAWS on every computer in every library available to the public! Full details are here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Fairfax County Library to Install Zoom Text and Jaws
· Metro Access - My Transit Manager App Update
· Recording of Falls Church VIP Meeting with DBVI Specialist Now Available
· DREDF Seeking Part-time Development Associate and Members of the Board of Directors
· AAPD REV UP Campaign
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· DC Library Assistive Technology + Braille Classes Updates
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· Coffee and Conversation
· Technology User Group (TUG): The Hable One 
· Arlington Community Engagement Forum on Aging
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Spring Cleaning and Home Organization
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI-Driven Accessibility (Virtual Event)
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Dry Eyes in Winter (Virtual Event) 
· Overview of the Screen Reading World Seminar
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Support Group: “Snow-Crete” Winter Snow Storm (In-Person Event)  
· Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
· AFB Research Webinar: The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens
· Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
· ACBVA Spring Social
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
· Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
· AAPD National Community Event
###

[bookmark: Jaws]FAIRFAX COUNTY LIBRARY TO INSTALL ZOOM TEXT AND JAWS
From Sandy Neuzil
The Fairfax County Library, system-wide, over the next several months, will install Zoom Text and JAWS on every computer in every library available to the public!  Zoom Text is a software program that allows many visual enhancements to the computer screen – magnification and color enhancements.  JAWS is a Screen Reader program that can speak out loud what is on the computer screen.  There will be Tutorial Instructions and Keyboard Shortcut / Hotkey lists too. 
 
This is very inclusive for all, and we have Jennifer Tchida, Branch Manager, as well as Ginger Hawkins, Outreach Manager, of Access Services Library to THANK for this rollout.  Kudos to Jennifer and Ginger for enhancing accessibility in the library.
###

[bookmark: Metro]METRO ACCESS – MY TRANSIT MANAGER (MY TM) APP UPDATE
From Sandy Neuzil
For those of you who use Metro Access and its Abilities Ride option, you may have received a text message in late February from Metro / Abilities Ride about the My Transit Manager (My TM) app.  It was a bit confusing because it lacked sufficient explanation.
 
Metro will be sending a follow-up message soon with the following information.
· Using the app is optional — you can continue to book and manage rides the same way you do today.
· How to download the FREE app on Apple or Android phones and establish your My TM account.
· Information and options the app can provide:
· Find out which provider is giving you your ride (e.g. Metro Access door-to-door service via Metro Van or Metro Sedan OR Abilities Ride curb-to-curb service provided by one of many Taxi companies, UZURV, Uber, etc.)
· Track your ride vehicle.
· Option to set up alerts when your vehicle is arriving.
· Cancel a trip.
Eventually you will be able to schedule trips through the My TM app on your phone.
###

[bookmark: DBVI]RECORDING OF FALLS CHURCH VIP MEETING WITH DBVI SPECIALIST NOW AVAILABLE
The Falls Church VIP support group was delighted to host Melanie Hughes, a Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist (COMS) with the Virginia Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired (DBVI) at their last meeting. Melanie is a skilled educator for our low vision community. If you missed the meeting and want to hear it for yourself, it was recorded and can be accessed using one of the following links. 
Audio only recording
Video recording
###

[bookmark: DREDF]DREDF SEEKING PART-TIME DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Forwarded by AAPD
The Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF) is hiring a part-time development associate and seeking applications to join the volunteer Board of Directors. The development associate application is open until March 16 and the board of directors application is open until March 31. Read more about both roles at Jobs and Internships Archives - DREDF.
###

[bookmark: REV]AAPD REV UP CAMPAIGN
The 2026 election season has officially begun! Voters throughout the country will be making important choices, from U.S. congressional seats, governors, and state legislatures, to city councils and school boards.
There are over 40 million eligible voters with disabilities. As individuals and as a community, we have the power to shape our future. 
Join the American Association of People With Disabilities (AAPD) as they REV UP in 2026.
· R - Register to vote or check your registration. They recommend checking your voter registration every year. Don't forget to update your registration if you have moved! 
· E - Educate. Check the voting laws in your state to make sure you have what you need to make a plan to vote and cast your ballot. Learn what candidates and issues you will vote on this year. 
· V - Vote. Make a plan to vote!
· UP - Use your Power. Every vote matters in shaping your community and the country.
You may be hearing a lot about challenges to our elections, but your vote matters. You have power.
You can get more involved in the movement to build an accessible democracy by joining REV UP. Sign up for national calls here, find the coalition in your state here, and email revup@aapd.com to get involved.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Inherit the Wind
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, March 21st at 2:00 pm
Inherit the Wind

Beauty and the Beast
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Saturday, March 21st at 1:30 pm and 
Sunday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast - Broadway at The National

Hamnet
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, April 4th at 2:00 pm 
Hamnet - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Appropriate 
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm
Appropriate | Olney Theatre Center

The Wiz 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, April 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
The Wiz - Broadway at The National
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: DCLib]DC Library Assistive Technology + Braille Classes Updates
JAWS Classes on Wednesdays and the Android Drop-In on Fridays are canceled until further notice.

	
	VoiceOver for iOS: Thursdays  
March 5 - May 14, 2026 (No class April 16th)
June 4 - August 13, 2026
*No Class from 12-1 p.m.
Intro Class: 1 - 2 p.m.
Intermediate Drop-In and Apps: 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
 



	
	Beginner Braille: Saturdays
Through June 13, 2026 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Learn the Braille alphabet; how to work with a slate and stylus; and use a Perkins brailler


 
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Learn more about the hike here.
###



[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zB1908][bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zCDC56][bookmark: Coffee]Coffee and Conversation
Friday, March 13th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
Laurel Library
507 7th Street, Laurel
Conference Room 1
Enjoy a cup of coffee and lively discussions on a variety of timely, engaging topics. It’s a relaxed space to share ideas, connect, and chat with others!
Register at Coffee and Conversation - Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG): The Hable One 
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) is putting the spotlight on two breakthrough tools that are changing how people interact with their smartphones: the Hable One and the Hable Easy Smartphone Remote Controllers.
These compact, affordable devices were originally designed for individuals with neuropathy and other physical challenges, but their impact goes far beyond that. They make smartphone use faster, easier, and more intuitive for anyone who prefers tactile control over touchscreens.
You’ll get a clear look at:
· What each device can do
· How they differ in design and function
· Which one might be the best fit for your needs
Expect hands-on insights, lively discussion, and practical takeaways you can use right away.
This TUG isn't just another tech demo — it's your chance to experience cutting-edge tools, ask questions, and connect with a community that's passionate about technology and empowerment.

Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523


The next Technology User Group meeting will be held on
Saturday, April 11 - Double Tap podcast hosts
###

[bookmark: Forum]Arlington Community Engagement Forum on Aging
Monday, March 16th from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Arlington County staff, Commission on Aging members, and community partners for an interactive discussion on what matters most to Arlingtonians during the 2026 Community Engagement Forum on Aging. The theme this year is Your Journey Matters where they will focus on safe, accessible, and reliable transportation.
Full details are at Community Engagement Forum on Aging – Official Website of Arlington County Virginia Government.
###

[bookmark: Resource]Hadley Resource Roundtable: Spring Cleaning and Home Organization
Tuesday, March 17th and the third Tuesday of every month at 12:00pm
Join and share creative ways to declutter and organize with vision loss.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AI]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI-Driven Accessibility (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, March 17th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join researchers Kelly Raines and Riana Chatterjee from Arizona State University’s LENS Lab to learn how artificial intelligence is being tested and improved to make everyday life more accessible. From assistive technology for people with vision loss to robotics and smart systems, their work focuses on making AI safer, clearer, and more dependable in real-world settings.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Dry Eyes in Winter (Virtual Event}
Wednesday, March 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Rebecca Petris, Co-Founder and President of The Dry Eye Foundation, to learn how to manage dry eye symptoms during the winter months. Discover common signs of dry eye disease, practical steps to relieve irritation and discomfort, and resources that can help improve comfort, daily function, and overall quality of life.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Screen]Overview of the Screen Reading World Seminar
Wednesday, March 18th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Learn from native users about how a screen reader interprets and interacts with websites, software, and more. Hosted by the National Federation of the Blind, this seminar goes into depth about the different options available.
Register at Access On Webinar Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
###


[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Support Group: “Snow-Crete” Winter Snow Storm (In-Person Event)  
Thursday, March 19th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
The recent “Snow-Crete” storm brought one of the heaviest snowfalls our area has seen in years, leaving sidewalks packed and icy for days. These prolonged and hazardous conditions created significant mobility challenges, especially for people with vision impairments. Join to share experiences and explore safe, practical strategies together.
To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
	Saturday, March 21st at 1:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-F (4th Floor)
Join as Elphaba takes on the Wizard of Oz!
Run Time: 2 hours, 17 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description and open captions right on the screen.  
To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.


###

[bookmark: Tech][bookmark: HTech]Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
Tuesday, March 24th and the fourth Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm
Join to share technology options that can help you stay on top of your tasks in ways that really work for you.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Research Webinar: The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens
Wednesday, March 25th at Noon
Join the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) for a webinar unveiling results from their brand-new national research study—a survey of more than 1,700 Americans exploring how people with and without disabilities use AI, the barriers people with disabilities have encountered, and their hopes and concerns about future AI innovations.
Guest speaker Maitreya Shah, Technology Director at the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), will help place their findings in the broader conversation about building inclusive AI policies and practices.
They will discuss what these results reveal about the disability community's trust in AI, what they could mean for developers, deployers, and policymakers, how the disability community's perspectives should shape the future of AI design and governance, and the key research questions that still need answers.
Don't miss this opportunity to explore how AI can evolve to better serve everyone.
Register now to reserve your spot at Webinar Registration - Zoom. 
###


[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
Wednesday, March 25th and the fourth Wednesday of every month at 3:00 pm
Cutting tasks are part of everyday cooking. Join to share tips and tools for safe, efficient slicing and dicing.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Spring Social
Saturday, March 28th from 2:00 to 5:00 pm
Olive Garden
3548-52 S Jefferson Street, Falls Church
This is a relaxed, in-person gathering focused on connection and community. They will also take a moment to wish Maria Evangelista well as she prepares for her move to Las Vegas. 
RSVP: RoseAnn Ashby
703-403-0226
beachrose9@verizon.net
###

[bookmark: Best]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
Tuesday, March 31st from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Now in its third year, the Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment evaluates how well federal agencies provide accessible and usable information and communication technology (ICT) consistent with Section 508 requirements. During this webinar one of the presenters will provide an overview of the FY 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment, including key findings and recommendations for Congress and federal agencies.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Sign Language and Real Time Captioning will be available. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment.
###

[bookmark: CENA]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
Tuesday, March 31st from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
AI powers applications and services of all types, including some designed specifically for blind and low-vision people to experience visual media through text and audio description. Join the National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, for a webinar discussing apps and services that describe photos, videos, and the physical environment to enable blind people to get the information they want. They will discuss:
· AI applications that read print text
· Services that describe images and videos
· Tools that provide real-time descriptions of surroundings
Register at Access On Webinar Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
### 

[bookmark: Club]Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Thursday, April 2nd at 11:00 am via free conference call
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. The program will feature their 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. Register for the National Community Event by clicking here.
###
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