[bookmark: _Hlk139533265][image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk171611388][bookmark: _Hlk143176467][bookmark: _Hlk140767550][bookmark: _Hlk151720552][bookmark: _Hlk153463947][bookmark: _Hlk149234067][bookmark: _Hlk151107508][bookmark: _Hlk156482897][bookmark: _Hlk154663176][bookmark: _Hlk158296441][bookmark: _Hlk159515974][bookmark: _Hlk155881401][bookmark: _Hlk178256007][bookmark: _Hlk183682206][bookmark: _Hlk161334152][bookmark: _Hlk169790341][bookmark: _Hlk168577218][bookmark: _Hlk172814561][bookmark: _Hlk171611312]12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 – 301-681-6636
https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

March 19, 2026

Of special note this week, the Montgomery County Transit Advisory Group is seeking new members who want to help improve transportation services and infrastructure in the community. Individuals with disabilities are especially encouraged to apply. More information is here.

Also, note that due to unexpected technical issues, the Technology User Group (TUG) meeting on Saturday, March 14, 2026, could not be accessed.
The program was pre-recorded and is available on the Maryland State Library Agency's podcast channel. (LBPD TUG: Hable - Maryland State Library Agency | Podcast on Spotify)

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Metro Red Line Summer Closure
· Accessible Currency Update
· Marylanders Online Tech Support Helpline
· Double Tap Podcast: Your One-Stop Source for All Things Accessible
· AppleVis
· Podcast Recommendation
· 2026 disABILITY Impact Awards Nominations
· Montgomery County Transit Advisory Group is Recruiting Members
· Invitation to Participate in Research on Accessible Data Visualization for Blind and Low-Vision Individuals
· Opportunity to Advocate for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· DC Library Assistive Technology + Braille Classes Updates
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
· Falls Church VIP Meeting
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
· AFB Research Webinar: The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens
· Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
· ACBVA Spring Social
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
· Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
· AAPD National Community Event
###

[bookmark: Metro]METRO REDLINE SUMMER CLOSURE
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority will complete major construction on the Red Line from July 6 through Sept. 7. During this period, trains will not operate between the Grosvenor-Strathmore, Medical Center, and Bethesda stations. Free shuttle buses will replace trains at the stations. Shuttle buses will run every five to eight minutes during Metrorail's operating hours. 
Learn More at Summer 2026 Red Line Major Construction | WMATA.
###

[bookmark: Currency]ACCESSIBLE CURRENCY UPDATE
From The American Council of the Blind (ACB)
ACB recently received a semiannual update from the Bureau of Printing and Engraving (BEP) regarding their progress implementing the Court's order from ACB's currency accessibility lawsuit of 2008. The BEP is on track to print the new $10 bill with the accessible Raised Tactile Feature in 2026. Additionally, they have distributed more than 100,000 currency readers and have two mobile apps (Eye Note® for Apple users and IDEAL Currency Identifier for Android users) that also function as currency readers. ACB looks forward to the production of the accessible $10 bill.
###

[bookmark: Help]MARYLANDERS ONLINE TECH SUPPORT HELPLINE
From the Technology User Group of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD) newsletter
If you need accessibility assistance on a PC or smartphone, Marylanders Online may be able to help. The Tech Support Helpline is open to provide free tech support, digital resource navigation, and connection to local partner services.
Marylanders Online Tech Support Helpline may be contacted Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., by phone at 301-405-9810 (toll-free 1-866-206-8467) or by email at MarylandersOnline@umd.edu. You can also visit their website at https://marylandersonline.umd.edu.
###

[bookmark: Tap]DOUBLE TAP PODCAST: YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ALL THINGS ACCESSIBLE
From the Technology User Group of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD) newsletter
If you want to stay ahead of the curve in the ever-evolving world of accessibility, the Double Tap podcast is one of the smartest and most entertaining ways to do so. This daily show covers everything from screen readers and smart speakers to kitchen gadgets and cutting-edge tech that make life easier for everyone. You can listen using any podcast app or simply ask your favorite voice assistant to play the latest episode. Curious about past discussions or want to connect with a lively, around-the-clock community? Visit www.doubletaponair.com to explore archives and join the conversation. And here's the real treat: Steven Scott and Shaun Preece, the dynamic duo behind Double Tap, will be joining the Technology User Group (TUG) on April 11th. Their blend of insight, humor, and real-world experience makes accessibility not just understandable but genuinely fun. 
###

[bookmark: Vis]AppleVis
From the Technology User Group of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD) newsletter
AppleVis.com is the place to go to learn about new, accessible apps for your iDevice. You can also check out a complete list of preferred apps to aid in everyday life. Need help getting started with your new Apple device? AppleVis can help with this as well. Just visit the website at AppleVis.com for resources providing answers to many of your questions. In addition, you can subscribe to the AppleVis podcast at AppleVis.com/podcasts, which provides updates on Apple's services and offers practical advice on using the latest changes to the Apple operating system.
Some of the most commonly reviewed apps are those pertaining to games. The Saturday, June 10th Technology User Group (TUG) meeting will look at these latest offerings. 
###

[bookmark: Pod]PODCAST RECOMMENDATION
Sandy Neuzil and Stan Gowin highly recommend listening to Debra Erickson from The Blind Kitchen https://theblindkitchen.com/.  Debra is a blind chef with many great cooking  techniques and tools that work for people who are blind or have low vision.  
Below is a link shared by Paul D'Addario to the recording of Cooking Safely and Confidently with Vision Loss, with Chef Debra Erickson, hosted by the Foundation Fighting Blindness and ACBVA.
Thanks goes to Sree Roy for his work to make the recording available.
https://youtu.be/kS1wLnVObkw:aul,
###

[bookmark: dis]2026 disABILITY IMPACT AWARDS NOMINATIONS
From the Fairfax County Department of Family Services Access Fairfax newsletter
Nominations Due Wednesday, April 1
The disAbility Law Center of Virginia (dLCV) is seeking nominations for this year's disABILITY Impact Awards. These awards recognize individuals and organizations across Virginia who have risen to the challenge of supporting, advocating for, and championing people with disabilities, especially through direct support services or disability advocacy.
If you know someone who has shown the ability to adjust, adapt, and excel in serving the disability community, then they may be an excellent candidate.
Learn more at 2026 disABILITY Impact Awards - disAbility Law Center of Virginia.
###

[bookmark: Transit]MONTGOMERY COUNTY TRANSIT ADVISORY GROUP IS RECRUITING MEMBERS
The Transit Advisory Group is seeking new members who want to help improve transportation services and infrastructure in the community. The group encourages participation from people with a wide range of backgrounds and experiences, noting that diversity and inclusion are key to achieving its goals. High school students, seniors, individuals with disabilities, and bilingual residents are especially encouraged to apply. The group meets three times per year, and members are asked to commit to serving for at least two years. Those interested in helping shape the future of transportation in the community are encouraged to apply.
Apply at Transit Advisory Group - Division of Transit Services - Montgomery County, Maryland.
###

[bookmark: Data]INVITATION TO PARTICIAPATE IN RESEARCH ON ACCESSIBLE DATA VISUALIZATION FOR BLIND AND LOW-VISION INDIVIDUALS
Forwarded by the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
A research team at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is conducting a study to better understand how blind and low-vision (BLV) individuals learn and communicate statistical and three-dimensional (3D) data concepts. This research focuses on how BLV individuals develop mental models for understanding correlations, 3D relationships, and statistical concepts, with the goal of informing the design of future accessible, AI-mediated learning tools.
Participants are currently being recruited for an online survey that will help researchers understand the language, terminology, and conceptual strategies BLV individuals use when learning and discussing 3D visualizations and statistical relationships. Insights from this survey will directly inform later phases of the research, which will involve interactive learning systems and experiential data exploration.
	Eligibility Criteria



	· Must be 18 years of age or older
· Must meet the U.S. legal definition of blindness (visual acuity of not greater than 20/200 in the better eye with correction or a visual field not exceeding an angle greater than 20 degrees), or have low vision
· Participants must have earned at least a high school diploma or equivalent
· Participants should have collaborated with or asked peers or others around them (such as teachers) about data visualization
· Participants should have taken at least one high school–level mathematics course (such as Algebra, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, or an introductory Statistics course) and have a basic understanding of what statistics and correlations mean in a general sense
· No prior experience with advanced data science or visualization tools is required, but participants should have an interest in and basic prior knowledge of data accessibility and data visualizations



	Study Details



	· Participation involves completing a one-time online survey hosted on Qualtrics
·  The survey will ask questions about terminology, conceptual understanding, and communication strategies related to 3D visualizations and statistical ideas
· The survey is expected to take approximately 20–30 minutes to complete
· Participation is completely remote and can be completed using a personal computer or mobile device with assistive technology



	Costs and Compensation



	There is no compensation for completing this survey. Participation is voluntary, and there are no costs associated with participation.



Individuals interested in participating may fill out the Qualtrics form.
Full details are at https://illinois.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_20uIiSqMw9UFlBQ?sourceid=&emci=44262cd7-3f21-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&emdi=f64c9c50-f422-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&ceid=13729989.
Questions about the study may be directed to the research team via email at: ssk11@illinois.edu. 
###




	


[bookmark: OPP]OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL AND SENSORY DISABILITIES
You can help advocate for people with physical and sensory disabilities by joining the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board (FA-DSB), a group of 15 volunteers who work to improve local services. If you've lived with disabilities or have experience using social services, your insight is invaluable for creating fairer, more effective programs. You're welcome to apply if you receive public assistance like SNAP or Medicaid, but you cannot work for the Department of Family Services. Contact your local Board of Supervisors representative to apply.
Learn more at Family Services Boards, Authorities, Commissions | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Inherit the Wind
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, March 21st at 2:00 pm
Inherit the Wind

Beauty and the Beast
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Saturday, March 21st at 1:30 pm and 
Sunday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast - Broadway at The National

Hamnet
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, April 4th at 2:00 pm 
Hamnet - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Appropriate 
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm
Appropriate | Olney Theatre Center

The Wiz 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, April 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
The Wiz - Broadway at The National
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: DCLib]DC Library Assistive Technology + Braille Classes Updates
JAWS Classes on Wednesdays and the Android Drop-In on Fridays are canceled until further notice.

	
	VoiceOver for iOS: Thursdays  
March 5 - May 14, 2026 (No class April 16th)
June 4 - August 13, 2026
*No Class from 12-1 p.m.
Intro Class: 1 - 2 p.m.
Intermediate Drop-In and Apps: 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
 



	
	Beginner Braille: Saturdays
Through June 13, 2026 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Learn the Braille alphabet; how to work with a slate and stylus; and use a Perkins brailler


 
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Please visit the website: https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Virtual%20Hike.aspx
There you will find information on how to register for the hike, the events they will host, and on-demand activities. 
There is no cost to participate. 
###



[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zB1908][bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zCDC56][bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
	Saturday, March 21st at 1:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-F (4th Floor)
Join as Elphaba takes on the Wizard of Oz!
Run Time: 2 hours, 17 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description and open captions right on the screen.  
To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.


###

[bookmark: VIP]Falls Church VIP Meeting
Monday, March 23rd at 2:00 pm
Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington Blvd
Falls Church
This month’s meeting will highlight services offered through the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI). The speaker will be Lloyd Dunnavant, the Program Recruitment and Outreach Specialist for the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired (VRCBVI), the residential training center operated by DBVI. He will describe DBVI programs including Ability Fest, Senior Retreats, and both Independent Living and Vocational residential training at the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired (VRCBVI). They have also invited staff from the Fairfax regional office, which coordinates home-based training services. If they are unable to attend, Lloyd will provide information on these services as well.
For those who cannot attend in person, they will offer a virtual Zoom option. Please note that the speaker will be presenting in person, and priority for Q&A will be given to those attending in the room.

Virtual Listening Option
Topic: Falls Church VIP Meeting: DBVI
Time: March 23, 2026 – 2:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82582493494?pwd=XCcskhvkeFFFMX7AeEHfE7Cueskm7H.1
Meeting ID: 825 8249 3494
Passcode: 1234
One-Tap Mobile
+13092053325,,82582493494# US
+13126266799,,82582493494# US (Chicago)
###

[bookmark: Tech][bookmark: HTech]Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
Tuesday, March 24th and the fourth Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm
Join to share technology options that can help you stay on top of your tasks in ways that really work for you.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AI]AFB Research Webinar – The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens
Wednesday, March 25th at Noon
Join the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) for a webinar unveiling results from their brand-new national research study—a survey of more than 1,700 Americans exploring how people with and without disabilities use AI, the barriers people with disabilities have encountered, and their hopes and concerns about future AI innovations.
Guest speaker Maitreya Shah, Technology Director at the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), will help place their findings in the broader conversation about building inclusive AI policies and practices.
They will discuss what these results reveal about the disability community's trust in AI, what they could mean for developers, deployers, and policymakers, how the disability community's perspectives should shape the future of AI design and governance, and the key research questions that still need answers.
Don't miss this opportunity to explore how AI can evolve to better serve everyone.
Register now to reserve your spot at Webinar Registration - Zoom. 
###


[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
Wednesday, March 25th and the fourth Wednesday of every month at 3:00 pm
Cutting tasks are part of everyday cooking. Join to share tips and tools for safe, efficient slicing and dicing.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Spring Social
Saturday, March 28th from 2:00 to 5:00 pm
Olive Garden
3548-52 S Jefferson Street, Falls Church
This is a relaxed, in-person gathering focused on connection and community. They will also take a moment to wish Maria Evangelista well as she prepares for her move to Las Vegas. 
RSVP: RoseAnn Ashby
703-403-0226
beachrose9@verizon.net
###

[bookmark: Best]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
Tuesday, March 31st from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Now in its third year, the Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment evaluates how well federal agencies provide accessible and usable information and communication technology (ICT) consistent with Section 508 requirements. During this webinar one of the presenters will provide an overview of the FY 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment, including key findings and recommendations for Congress and federal agencies.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Sign Language and Real Time Captioning will be available. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment.
###

[bookmark: CENA]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
Tuesday, March 31st from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
AI powers applications and services of all types, including some designed specifically for blind and low-vision people to experience visual media through text and audio description. Join the National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, for a webinar discussing apps and services that describe photos, videos, and the physical environment to enable blind people to get the information they want. They will discuss:
· AI applications that read print text
· Services that describe images and videos
· Tools that provide real-time descriptions of surroundings
Register at Access On Webinar Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
### 

[bookmark: Club]Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Thursday, April 2nd at 11:00 am via free conference call
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. The program will feature their 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. Register for the National Community Event by clicking here.
###
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