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March 27, 2026

As we approach the tax filing deadline, it’s helpful to know the Internal Revenue Service has an Alternative Media Center that provides tax Info in multiple formats and an Accessibility Helpline. Read all about it here.

There’s also a unique opportunity to help shape the future of the BARD mobile app here.

I hope you enjoy all the items below and find them useful.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Help Shape the Future of the BARD Mobile App
· Seeking Older Adults with Long-Term Vision, Hearing, or Mobility Disabilities for Study
· Help Advance Macular Dystrophy Research IRS Alternative Media Center Provides Tax Info in Multiple Formats
· Service Dog Named Alfred Sparks Lyft Settlement in Minnesota with Nationwide Reach
· The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· ACBVA Spring Social
· U.S. Navy Band Saxophone Quartet Concert
· Job Seekers Club
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
· That All May eRead, March 2026
· Mastering Medicare: A Guide for Retirees
· Performance Lab: Chamber Music at Noon
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Cooking Class with Jasmin Sarabia In-Person
· Technology User Group: Double Podcast
· Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
· Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
· AAPD National Community Event
###

[bookmark: BARD]HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THE BARD MOBILE APP
The National Library Service (NLS) for the Blind and Print Disabled at the Library of Congress is conducting a research study to learn about the Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) Mobile app. BARD is a free NLS program that allows patrons to download audio and braille books, magazines, and music scores directly to their devices.
This user research will help the NLS understand what works well, what can be difficult, and how the app can better support different reading needs and accessibility tools. 
If you are interested, please take the 5–7-minute survey to qualify for the research using the link below. If you are selected and complete the full research session, you will receive compensation for your time and feedback. 
Take the BARD Mobile App Survey at Help Shape the Future of the BARD Mobile App Survey.
The survey is open from March 24th through April 10, 2026. Your participation is completely voluntary. Your feedback will remain confidential and only be used for research purposes. 
###

[bookmark: Study]SEEKING OLDER ADULTS WITH LONG-TERM VISION, HEARING, OR MOBILITY DISABILITIES FOR STUDY
From Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
The Technologies to Support Aging Among People with Long-Term Disabilities (TechSAge) project seeks participants with long-term vision, mobility, or hearing difficulties for the Aging Concerns, Challenges, and Everyday Solutions Strategies (ACCESS) study. Participants must be at least 60 years old and have had vision, mobility, or hearing difficulties that affect their activities of daily living for at least 10 years. For more information or to participate, contact Maya Dye at 217-265-0150 or email access-study@illinois.edu.
More information is at: Seeking Older Adults with Long-Term Vision, Hearing, or Mobility Disabilities for Study 
###

[bookmark: MDR]HELP ADVANCE MACULAR DYSTROPHY RESEARCH
From the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB)
A pharmaceutical company has partnered with the Foundation Fighting Blindness to help identify people to take part in an important research study. This study has been approved by an Institutional Review Board (IRB), a committee responsible for ensuring the ethical and safe conduct of research involving human participants.
They are looking to connect with adults who have been diagnosed with a macular dystrophy, sometimes called Stargardt-like, or Stargardt-type macular dystrophy. These conditions are most commonly linked to changes in specific genes, such as PRPH2, ELOVL4, PROM1, CDHR1, CTNNA1, or MT-TL1. 
If you've been told your macular dystrophy is related to one of these genes, we'd love to hear about your experience living with the condition. Your voice can help shape future research.
Interview Details:
· Duration: 60 minutes.
· Format: Phone or web-based teleconference (e.g., Zoom).
· Scheduled at your convenience.
· The interview will be audio recorded.
· Compensation will be provided.
Interviews will be conducted by Acaster Lloyd, an outcomes research consultancy that works with pharmaceutical companies to understand the impacts of various health conditions on people's lives.
Interested in sharing your story or learning more?
Please email your telephone number to: STGDstudy@acasterlloyd.com or call the study team at: (+1) 833 602 0139.
###



[bookmark: IRS]IRS ALTERNATIVE MEDIA CENTER PROVIDES TAX INFO IN MULTIPLE FORMATS
Forwarded by MWE Volunteer Evelyn Jemionek
The IRS Alternative Media Center offers hundreds of products in various formats to make sure taxpayers have equal access to important tax information.
People can view and download hundreds of tax forms, instructions, and publications in alternative formats from Accessible Forms and Publications page of IRS.gov including:
· Section 508 compliant PDFs
· Browser-friendly HTML
· eBraille
· Text only
· Large print
· Paper copies, Braille, or large print products can also be requested by calling 800-829-3676
The accessibility helpline can answer questions
The IRS Accessibility Helpline can answer questions related to accessibility services and alternative media formats available to taxpayers with disabilities. For accessibility assistance, taxpayers can call 833-690-0598. The Accessibility Helpline doesn't have access to taxpayer IRS accounts. For assistance with tax law, refunds and other account related issues, people can visit the Let Us Help You page of IRS.gov.
Requesting IRS tax notices
Taxpayers have a few different options to request IRS tax notices in Braille, large print, audio and electronic formats:
· Select the preference on their IRS Individual Online account
· Complete Form 9000, Alternative Media Preference and include it with their tax return or mail it as a standalone form to the IRS
· Call the tax assistance number 800-829-1040, to elect the preferred format
Once the IRS processes the taxpayer's Form 9000, future notices will arrive in the taxpayer's preferred format.
To request notices in their preferred language, taxpayers can complete Form 1040 Schedule LEP. The AMC provides all alternative media formats in Spanish and all available languages in large print. And the AMC is working to introduce more IRS resources in accessible formats.
Subscribe to IRS Tax Tips
###

[bookmark: Dog]SERVICE DOG NAMED ALFRED SPARKS LYFT SETTLEMENT IN MINNESOTA WITH NATIONWIDE REACH
From ABC News and ACB
The ride-sharing company Lyft will ensure the rights of blind and other disabled passengers across the country to travel with their service animals under a settlement announced in Minnesota on Wednesday.
The settlement includes provisions for Lyft drivers across the nation to be trained in the rights of passengers with disabilities, warnings that drivers could be deactivated if they deny rides to people with service animals or wheelchairs, and that Lyft will follow up on every complaint of ride refusal. Read the full ABC article at https://abcnews.com/US/wireStory/service-dog-named-alfred-sparked-lyft-settlement-minnesota-130980908. 

###

[bookmark: AI]THE AI QUAGMIRE: BENEFITS, RISKS, AND ASPIRATIONS THROUGH A DISABILITY LENS
The American Foundation for the Blind has released a new study on the experiences and perceptions of people with and without disabilities using AI. The report — The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations Through a Disability Lens — dives into the promise and concerns related to  AI for people with disabilities, measured against those of the non-disabled population. 
The study, conducted by AFB's Public Policy & Research Institute (PPRI), builds on groundbreaking research released last year that identified areas of consensus among AI thought leaders in government, industry, and the nonprofit sector on key issues related to AI's impact on the lives of people with disabilities. This second phase of PPRI's research surveyed 1,070 participants with disabilities and 665 participants without disabilities. As the largest study of its kind, it identifies shared concerns among disabled and non-disabled respondents while spotlighting key areas where AI innovation presents significant opportunities to expand inclusion and independence of people with disabilities.
To access the full findings and recommendations, visit www.afb.org/AIResearch2.
###


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Hamnet
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, April 4th at 2:00 pm 
Hamnet - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Appropriate 
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm
Appropriate | Olney Theatre Center

The Wiz 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, April 12th at 7:30 pm
The Wiz - Broadway at The National
###
Book of Mormon
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm
The Book of Mormon - Broadway at The National

A Good Day to Me Not to You
Arena Stage Kogod Cradle at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, May 2nd at 2:00 pm
A Good Day to Me Not to You

I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Please visit the website: https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Virtual%20Hike.aspx
There you will find information on how to register for the hike, the events they will host, and on-demand activities. 
There is no cost to participate. 
###



[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zB1908][bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zCDC56][bookmark: ACBVA]
ACBVA Spring Social
Saturday, March 28th from 2:00 to 5:00 pm
Olive Garden
3548-52 S Jefferson Street, Falls Church
This is a relaxed, in-person gathering focused on connection and community. ACBVA will also take a moment to wish Maria Evangelista well as she prepares for her move to Las Vegas. 
RSVP: RoseAnn Ashby
703-403-0226
beachrose9@verizon.net
###

[bookmark: Navy]U.S. Navy Band Saxophone Quartet Concert
Sunday, March 29th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Sherwood Meeting Room
Sherwood Regional Library
2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria
Living in the DC area, we are lucky to have some of the finest musicians in the world in our DC military bands.
The U.S. Navy Band has many different musical ensembles, and Sherwood is proud to present a saxophone quartet made up of members of the band.
###

[bookmark: Job]Job Seekers Club
Monday, March 30th from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Mount Rainier Library
3409 Mount Ranier Boulevard, Mount Ranier
Searching for a job or preparing for an interview? Get the support you need! This club offers guidance on applications, interviews, and everything in between to help you land your next opportunity.
Register at Job Seekers - Prince George's County Memorial Library System
###

[bookmark: Best]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment
Tuesday, March 31st from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Now in its third year, the Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment evaluates how well federal agencies provide accessible and usable information and communication technology (ICT) consistent with Section 508 requirements. During this webinar one of the presenters will provide an overview of the FY 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment, including key findings and recommendations for Congress and federal agencies.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Sign Language and Real Time Captioning will be available. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at Highlights from the Fiscal Year 2025 Governmentwide Section 508 Assessment.
###

[bookmark: CENA]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: AI Visual Interpretation Webinar
Tuesday, March 31st from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
AI powers applications and services of all types, including some designed specifically for blind and low-vision people to experience visual media through text and audio description. Join the National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, for a webinar discussing apps and services that describe photos, videos, and the physical environment to enable blind people to get the information they want. They will discuss:
· AI applications that read print text
· Services that describe images and videos
· Tools that provide real-time descriptions of surroundings
Register at Access On Webinar Registration | National Federation of the Blind.
### 

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead
Tuesday, March 31st from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
That All May eRead online program is an open forum of the National Library Service (NLS}. They will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReaders for the entire hour.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: Med]Mastering Medicare: A Guide for Retirees
Wednesday, April 1st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Aurora Hills Library
Eads Room, 735 South 18th Street, Arlington
Understand Your Options. Maximize Your Benefits!
Join an informative seminar that demystifies the complexities of Medicare. Whether you’re approaching retirement or already enrolled, this session will help you make informed decisions about your healthcare coverage.
Learn about:
· The different parts of Medicare
· How to choose the coverage that best fits your retirement needs
· Strategies to lessen or avoid IRMAA penalties.
Register at https://arlingtonva.libcal.com/event/16519450.
REGISTRATION RECOMMENDED: First-come, first-served seating. By registering, you will receive event updates.
For more information, contact Aurora Hills Library at 703-228-5715
Arlington Public Library uses subject matter experts from a variety of sources to provide educational public programs. We do not endorse, suggest or recommend a specific company, product or service.
###

[bookmark: Club]Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Thursday, April 2nd at 11:00 am via free conference call
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: Lab]Performance Lab: Chamber Music at Noon
Thursday, April 2nd from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
Auditorium, 901 G street, NW
This concert series is a joint venture between DC Public Library and the Levine School of Music and is back for its 23rd season!
Concerts take place November 2025-July 2026 on the first Thursday of each month, except when the Library is closed for a holiday, in which case they will be the second Thursday.  There will also be a bonus concert on Thursday, June 18th, 2026. Almost all performances will take place in the Auditorium.
###

[bookmark: Cook]LBPD Virtual Hike: Cooking Class with Jasmin Sarabia In-Person
Thursday, April 9th from 5:00 to 7:30 pm
50 East Main St, Westminster, Maryland, 21157
Join a live, in-person, and hands-on cooking class at the Carroll County Public Library's Exploration Commons with local restaurant owner, Jasmin Sarabia! Co-owner of Restaurant La Jarochita, Jasmin and her family focus on traditional Mexican cuisine, Mexican cultural traditions, and community engagement. Sarabia is a graduate of Carroll Community College, a human resources generalist, a chef, and passionate about community. Registration is required at LBPD Virtual Hike Event: Cooking with Jasmin Sarabia - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency, and priority is given to LBPD patrons. 
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group: Double Podcast
Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) is rolling out the virtual red carpet for Steven Scott and Shaun Preece, the unmistakable voices behind Double Tap, a podcast for blind and partially sighted people to talk and learn about technology. These two presenters bring a rare mix of sharp insight, quick humor, and lived experience that turns accessibility from a technical topic into something lively, relatable, and genuinely fun.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/65620​37293?omn=94648805523​​
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​
Call in:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
For more information or to join a discussion, please contact: ​
Jerry Price 
(410) 230-2446
jerry.price1@maryland.gov​
###

[bookmark: FFB]Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 am
Maggiano's Little Italy
5333 Wisconsin Ave NW
A free in-person event for individuals and families in the blind and low vision community.
This engaging event will include:
· Educational session with Dr. Andrew R. Carey from the Wilmer Eye Institute. 
· Kick-off DC VisionWalk season. 
· Inspiring stories from Foundation community members and guest speakers
· Live Q&A with experts to share your perspective, gain practical insights, and feel supported 
· Opportunities to connect with local resources and others on a similar journey.
As a leading specialist in neuro-ophthalmology and retinal diseases, Dr. Carey will share his expertise on a wide range of conditions. 
REGISTER TODAY  at DC Vision Connection — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For questions, please reach out to Lauren Meltzer at LMeltzer@FightingBlindness.org.
###

			








[bookmark: Peabody]#
Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
Saturday, April 25th at 1:00 pm
Light lunch at 12:00 pm
The Peabody String Sinfonia, a student-led orchestra without a conductor, will perform at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD). The group works together to create engaging performances and educational programs across Baltimore, building personal connections with their audiences. You’ll hear a mix of classical and modern music during the concert.
Prior to the event, a light lunch will be served, so please register in advance at LBPD Live: Peabody String Sinfonia - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.  Please arrive by 12:00 p.m. if you plan on participating in lunch. 
The concert starts at 1 p.m. EST and will last about 45 minutes to an hour. You’ll get to enjoy live music in a cozy setting, meet the performers, and learn more about how they work together during a Q&A session after the show.
If you need accommodations to attend the event, please let the library know at least two weeks in advance.
###

[bookmark: Latinas]LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
Tuesday, April 28th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Educators from the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino  will discuss the significant contributions of Mexican Americans featured in the book "Nuestra América: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States." This book features the inspiring stories of thirty Latinas and Latinos throughout history, showcasing their remarkable contributions to the United States' cultural, social, and political landscape. Through this discussion, attendees will gain a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage and legacy of Mexican Americans in the broader context of American society. The educators will also share related Smithsonian collection objects that correspond to the profiles highlighted in the book.
Presentation requires registration at LBPD Virtual Hike: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. The program will feature their 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. Register for the National Community Event by clicking here. (National Community Event 2026 - AAPD)
###
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