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March 6, 2026

With the ongoing changes and uncertainties in the federal workforce, local jurisdictions continue to offer support. Of note this week is Maryland Relaunches Federal Loan Program to Help Federal Workers Impacted by Partial Government Shutdown here and the Arlington Federal Workers Support Group here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Maryland Relaunches Federal Loan Program to Help Federal Workers Impacted by Partial Government Shutdown
· Take the Survey to Help Shape Be My Mentor
· Metro's Accessibility Advisory Committee Meetings Are Open to the Public
· LBPD-Hadley Partnership
· Spotlight: AppleVis
· National Library Service Collections Connections
· Accessible Fashion and Beauty
· Audible Introduces Less Expensive Audiobook Plan
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Access Services Library – Serving Our Community
· POB Reads: Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion: Practice makes progress!
· The Morehouse College Glee Club Concert
· Washington National Eye Center Vision Support Group: Dry Eye and You 
· Hadley Writers' Circle: Choosing a Point of View
· Stargardt’s Network: Personal Survival Kits (Virtual Event)
· Federal Workers Support Group
· Leisure World Lions Group: Center for Independent Living 
· Hadley Book Nook: Books with Inspiring Women
· America InSight: Verbal Description Tours 
· Many Faces of BARD: Automatic Downloading on the DA2
· Coffee and Conversation
· Technology User Group (TUG): Hable Easy - Smartphone Remote Controller
· Braille Class
· Arlington Community Engagement Forum on Aging
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Spring Cleaning and Home Organization
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI-Driven Accessibility (Virtual Event)
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Dry Eyes in Winter (Virtual Event) 
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Support Group: “Snow-Crete” Winter Snow Storm (In-Person Event)  
· Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
· Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
· Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer

###

[bookmark: Loan][bookmark: MD]MARYLAND RELAUNCHES FEDERAL LOAN PROGRAM TO HELP FEDERAL WORKERS IMPACTED BY PARTIAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
	


The Federal Government entered a partial shutdown on Feb. 14. This shutdown primarily affects employees of the Department of Homeland Security. 
In response, the Moore-Miller administration, working closely with the Maryland Department of Labor, relaunched the Federal Shutdown Loan Program. This program is designed to provide financial relief to Marylanders who are federal workers in the form of loans to essential/excepted workers. 
The portal is now open for applicant submissions.  
Additional resources also exist, like unemployment insurance for furloughed workers, reemployment services, and job fairs.  
Read the Press Release
###
	[bookmark: Survey]TAKE THE SURVEY TO HELP SHAPE BE MY MENTOR
Forwarded by the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
The National Research & Training Center on Blindness & Low Vision is conducting a research study to help design Be My Mentor in collaboration with Be My Eyes. This new feature aims to connect people who are blind or have low vision with mentors for short, one-time, career-focused sessions.
Why participate?
Participant input will help identify the most useful features and ensure Be My Mentor meets the needs of both mentors and mentees.
Who can participate?
Participants must:



	· Be a Be My Eyes user or volunteer
· Be age 18 or older
· Reside in the United States or Canada



	What does participation involve?



	· Answer a few prescreening questions to confirm eligibility
· Complete a short online survey (10 to 20 minutes)
· Optionally enter a drawing for one of six $50 gift cards



	Ready to get started?
Sign up to take the survey.
This information may be shared with others who may be interested. Questions about the study can be directed to Jamie Boydstun at jboydstun@colled.msstate.edu or 662-325-8231.
This study has been reviewed by Mississippi State University's HRPP and granted an Exemption Determination (Study # IRB-25-476).


###

[bookmark: Metro]METRO’S ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
From Access Fairfax newsletter
Metro’s Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) helps improve service for older adults and people with disabilities who use Metrorail, Metrobus, and MetroAccess.
The AAC, along with its Bus and Rail Subcommittee and MetroAccess Subcommittee, meets virtually on Zoom the first Monday of each month from 5:30–7:30 p.m. People with disabilities, their advocates, and other members of the public are welcome to attend and share comments.
Learn more at Accessibility Advisory Committee | WMATA.
###

[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD-HADLEY PARTNERSHIP
The Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD), a division of the Maryland State Library Agency (MSLA), is proud to announce a new partnership with Hadley, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing resources, social connection, and support to individuals experiencing vision loss.
Through this partnership, Maryland LBPD patrons will gain access to Hadley's wide range of resources at no cost. With Hadley's on-demand and live services, patrons will have access to daily living skills, recreation, braille education, and employment tools. Hadley also provides its members with a supportive peer community where they can share experiences and insights as they live with vision loss.  
To gain access to all of Hadley's free resources, please click on this link. Providing your information will enable Hadley to contact you and tailor services to your needs. If you're having difficulty navigating the Hadley website, please contact Ashley.Biggs1@maryland.gov (410-230-2430)
###

[bookmark: Apple]SPOTLIGHT: AppleVis
	From the Maryland LBPD Newsletter
AppleVis.com is where you can learn about new accessible apps for your iDevice. You can also check out a complete list of preferred apps to aid in everyday life. Need help getting started
with your new Apple device? AppleVis can assist with this, too, by helping you become familiarized with your iDevice's accessibility features and answer many of your initial questions. Visit AppleVis.com to learn more.
###



[bookmark: NLS]NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE COLLECTIONS CONNECTIONS
From the Maryland LBPD newsletter
Collections Connections is an e-newsletter assembled by the staff of the Collections Division of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) to highlight books and resources of diverse interest that NLS patrons can download instantly from BARD, the Braille and Audio Reading Download website.
To sign up, send your name and email address to the Collection Connections team at connections@loc.gov. (You can also unsubscribe yourself from Collections Connections at any time.)
###

[bookmark: Beauty]ACCESSIBLE FASHION AND BEAUTY
From the POB Newsletter
Personal style and grooming are meaningful parts of daily life at every age. Routines such as hair care, makeup application, and selecting clothing may require different techniques. With thoughtful organization and tools, these activities can remain manageable and continue to foster confidence and independence.

Some professionals are working to make beauty education more accessible. Hairstylist Anna Cofone launched the Hair and Care Project in 2019 to provide accessible hair workshops for women and girls with visual impairments. Anna's workshops emphasize tactile learning, clear verbal instruction, and step-by-step techniques that participants can practice independently. 

Molly Burke, who lives with retinitis pigmentosa, shares practical strategies for managing beauty routines with limited vision. Several of her suggestions include:
· Choose distinctive packaging. Products with unique shapes or textured containers are easier to identify by touch and less likely to roll away if dropped. Brands like Fenty Beauty have containers that are easy to identify and won't roll away if you knock them over.
· Use your hands when appropriate. Applying foundation or skincare with clean hands can make it easier to feel coverage and ensure even application.
·  Organize consistently. Keep items in the same place each time you use them. Tactile labels or raised markers can help differentiate similar containers.
· Use accessible technology when needed. Tools like Be My Eyes and Seeing AI, along with AI assistants such as ChatGPT and Google Gemini, can help read labels and describe packaging.
· Consider heat-free styling tools. Heatless curling rods like the Dyson AirWrap may reduce the risk of burns while still allowing for a variety of hairstyles.
You can learn more about Molly's beauty routine and other practical strategies by going to her website or clicking here.
###

[bookmark: Audio]AUDIBLE INTRODUCES LESS EXPENSIVE AUDIOBOOK PLAN
Forwarded by Stan Gowin and Kathryn Hodgdon
Amazon has announced a less expensive Audible Standard plan to keep the service competitive with Spotify. Stan notes that the drawback is although one may get 1 audio book per month like the more expensive premium plan, the book is not permanently in one’s Audible library. If and when the membership lapses, the books in the subscriber’s library are lost. Still, for some, this is a less expensive way to read books and listen to podcasts than the other plan offered by Audible.
More information is available at Membership Plans & Pricing | Audible.com.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Inherit the Wind
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, March 21st at 2:00 pm
Inherit the Wind

Beauty and the Beast
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Saturday, March 21st at 1:30 pm and 
Sunday, March 22nd at 7:00 pm
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast - Broadway at The National

Hamnet
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, April 4th at 2:00 pm 
Hamnet - 25/26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Appropriate 
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, April 8th at 7:30 pm
Appropriate | Olney Theatre Center

The Wiz 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, April 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
The Wiz - Broadway at The National
###
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays

	###



	






	[bookmark: Rise]
[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Learn more about the hike here.
###



[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Access Services Library – Serving Our Community
Friday, March 6th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Reston Regional Library
11925 Bowman Towne Drive
Reston 
Join as Ginger Hawkins, Library Outreach Manager, explains the many services available through Access Services Branch Library in Fairfax County.  Reader Advisors can help you select books in your favorite genres.  You can borrow books, games, assistive tech items, DVDs with audio-described movies in many genres for adults and children, and more.  The Librarians can help you set up BARD and LIBBY apps on your smartphone to listen to books. 
You are welcome to visit the Access Services Library at 
12000 Government Center Pkwy, Ste 123, Fairfax VA or call 703-324-8380 M-F 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.
VIP enquiries?  Contact:  
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com 
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net 
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
###

[bookmark: Reads]POB Reads: Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, March 6th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Bless Your Heart by Lindy Ryan, a sharp Southern mystery horror set in 1999 Texas, where a family of funeral directors discovers the dead are not staying buried, and four generations of Evans women must protect their town, stop ancient vampires, and keep long-buried secrets from coming back to life.
To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ACB]Registration Now Open for ACB  2026 Leadership Conference
The 2026 Leadership Conference will be a hybrid event. The optional tour, ACB’s Board Meeting, Presidents’ Meeting, Legislative Seminar, and Capitol Hill visits will take place between March 6-10, 2026, at the Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel in Arlington, VA.
You can register through the members site here: https://members.acb.org/. 
The registration fee for in-person attendees is $115. The registration fee is $30 for virtual attendees. Registration closes on February 28, 2026 at 11:59 PM CT. For more information on the D.C. Leadership conference please visit the conference page at: https://www.acb.org/2026-acb-dc-leadership-conference. 
A schedule of events, including information on the optional tour, and information on the legislative imperatives are also available on the conference webpage.
###

[bookmark: HadleyB]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion: Practice makes progress!
Thursday, March 5th and the first Thursday of every month at 10:30 am 
Build your braille skills by finding habits that work for you and keep your learning fun. Join to share your favorite ways to practice braille.   
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Glee]The Morehouse College Glee Club Concert
Saturday, March 7th from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, Auditorium
The Morehouse Glee Club consists of juniors and seniors, led by Dr. David Morrow. 
###

[bookmark: Dry][bookmark: Med]Washington National Eye Center Vision Support Group: Dry Eye and You (Virtual Event) 
Tuesday, March 10th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on Zoom. 
Join Hannah Anderson, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to discuss common eye challenges, like dry eye and cataracts. Learn how to detect eye emergencies, what you need to know, and which questions to ask.
To register, click here or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writers' Circle: Choosing a Point of View
Tuesday, March 10th and the second Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm
Every story has a point of view. They will talk about the main types, pros and cons of each, and how to pick the one that works best for your story.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Personal Survival Kits (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, March 10th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss your personal on-the-go “survival kit” and exchange ideas on what handy items to carry for accessibility that can help us maintain independence and overcome daily obstacles.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Fed]Federal Workers Support Group
Wednesday, March 11th from 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Arlington Central Library
1015 North Quincy Street, Bluemont Room
Connect with other impacted federal workers.
The ripple effects of the mass layoff of federal workforce are being felt everywhere in our community. Whether you were a federal employee, federal contractor, or otherwise impacted by the federal workforce reductions, please join in this weekly support group to share your experiences and learn from others.
Certified executive coach Eva Hogan will facilitate a group conversation about how to think through what comes next and begin taking actions to move forward with your career. Arlington Public Library will also provide available resources to help you find new employment should the need arise. Please note, this program will not be livestreamed or recorded.
Register at Federal Workers Support Group - Events Calendar - Home 
For more information, please email LibraryPrograms@arlingtonva.us. 
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Center for Independent Living 
Wednesday, March 11th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring 
Join Rochelle Harrod, Independent Living Specialist at Independence Now, for an overview of the Center for Independent Living and the services available to residents of Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, including assistive technology and support groups.
No registration is required.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: Books with Inspiring Women
Thursday, March 12th and the second Thursday of every month at 10:30 
March is Women’s History month. Come join to share your favorite fiction and nonfiction reads featuring women who inspire, challenge, or move you.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Tour]America InSight: Verbal Description Tours 
March 12th from 5:30 to 6:30 pm
Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
8th and G Streets, NW
Meet in the lobby to join a docent-led tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Automatic Downloading on the DA2
Thursday, March 12th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After a presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
 
[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_z43C1D]NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
To review past programming, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###
[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zB1908][bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_zCDC56]
[bookmark: Coffee]Coffee and Conversation
Friday, March 13th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
Laurel Library
507 7th Street, Laurel
Conference Room 1
Enjoy a cup of coffee and lively discussions on a variety of timely, engaging topics. It’s a relaxed space to share ideas, connect, and chat with others!
Register at Coffee and Conversation - Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG): Hable Easy - Smartphone Remote Controller
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523​​
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​
Call in:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
For more information or to join a discussion, please contact: ​
Jerry Price, 
(410) 230-2446 
email jerry.price1@maryland.gov​
The next Technology User Group meeting will be held on
Saturday, April 11 - Double Tap podcast hosts
###

[bookmark: Braille]Braille Class
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, 205-B C4A Meeting Room
This is a beginning level braille class that will take you through knowing all of the braille alphabet. You will learn to work with a slate and stylus and how to use a Perkins brailler. Call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov to register.
###

[bookmark: Forum]Arlington Community Engagement Forum on Aging
Monday, March 16th from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Arlington County staff, Commission on Aging members, and community partners for an interactive discussion on what matters most to Arlingtonians during the 2026 Community Engagement Forum on Aging. The theme this year is Your Journey Matters where they will focus on safe, accessible, and reliable transportation.
Full details are at Community Engagement Forum on Aging – Official Website of Arlington County Virginia Government.
###

[bookmark: Resource]Hadley Resource Roundtable: Spring Cleaning and Home Organization
Tuesday, March 17th and the third Tuesday of every month at 12:00pm
Join and share creative ways to declutter and organize with vision loss.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AI]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI-Driven Accessibility (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, March 17th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join researchers Kelly Raines and Riana Chatterjee from Arizona State University’s LENS Lab to learn how artificial intelligence is being tested and improved to make everyday life more accessible. From assistive technology for people with vision loss to robotics and smart systems, their work focuses on making AI safer, clearer, and more dependable in real-world settings.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Dry Eyes in Winter (Virtual Event}
Wednesday, March 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Rebecca Petris, Co-Founder and President of The Dry Eye Foundation, to learn how to manage dry eye symptoms during the winter months. Discover common signs of dry eye disease, practical steps to relieve irritation and discomfort, and resources that can help improve comfort, daily function, and overall quality of life.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###
 
[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Support Group: “Snow-Crete” Winter Snow Storm (In-Person Event)  
Thursday, March 19th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
The recent “Snow-Crete” storm brought one of the heaviest snowfalls our area has seen in years, leaving sidewalks packed and icy for days. These prolonged and hazardous conditions created significant mobility challenges, especially for people with vision impairments. Join to share experiences and explore safe, practical strategies together.
To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening: Wicked for Good
	Saturday, March 21st at 1:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-F (4th Floor)
Join as Elphaba takes on the Wizard of Oz!
Run Time: 2 hours, 17 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description and open captions right on the screen.  
To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.


###

[bookmark: HTech][bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out: Tech to Stay on Schedule
Tuesday, March 24th and the fourth Tuesday of every month at 12:00 pm
Join to share technology options that can help you stay on top of your tasks in ways that really work for you.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What's Cooking? - Cutting with Confidence
Wednesday, March 25th and the fourth Wednesday of every month at 3:00 pm
Cutting tasks are part of everyday cooking. Join to share tips and tools for safe, efficient slicing and dicing.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Club]Fairfax Library All Access Book Club: The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Thursday, April 2nd at 11:00 am via free conference call
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
The Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###
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