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April 9, 2026

Of special note this week is an article about Matthew Shifrin, a blind man who made it possible for others with low vision to build Lego sets here. There’s also a survey for air passengers with disabilities here and a wAMD/DME study opportunity here. That’s in addition to a wide variety of events. I hope you enjoy them all.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· How a Blind Man Made It Possible for Others with Low Vision to Build Lego Sets
· Share Your Experience: wAMD/DME Study 
· FAA Survey for Passengers with Disabilities Regarding Aircraft Evacuations
· FCC Announces Comment Dates for Proposed Lifeline Changes
· AAPD Opportunities
· Resource of the Month: Accessibility Podcasts
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· Low Vision Support Group: Accessing the News (In-Person Event)
· Technology User Group: Double Podcast
· Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
· iBUG Café 
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: Glaucoma Education (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Writer’s Circle: April Poetry Party
· Stargardt's Network: Embracing Nature (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Spring Cleaning (In-Person Event)
· DeafBlind Awareness Expo
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Automate Your Home (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Navigating Disclosure About Your Vision
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Accessible Lighting (Virtual Event)
· REV UP National Call 
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Convenient Weeknight Meals
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Mexican Story Telling Moderated Discussion with Ofelia Montelongo Online
· Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
· AAPD National Community Event 
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
· Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
###

[bookmark: Lego]HOW A BLIND MAN MADE IT POSIBLE FOR OTHERS WITH LOW VISION TO BUILD LEGO SETS
By Michael Casey Associated Press
Like a lot of young children, Matthew Shifrin loved building Lego sets. But because he was blind, Shifrin had to rely on friends and family to help him complete his creations — sometimes bribing them with tea to get them to come by his house.
That all changed when he was 13. A family friend and babysitter came over to his house in Newton, Massachusetts and handed him a binder filled with accessible instructions for building a Middle Eastern palace. The instructions, written in braille, allowed him to complete the set without having to rely on the brightly colored pictures that typically come with Lego sets….
After Shifrin's babysitter died, he wanted to honor her memory. So he set about fine-tuning the instructions the two had posted online to reach other blind builders.
Three years ago, Shifrin launched Bricks for the Blind. The 28-year-old now works with a team of 30 sighted writers and blind testers. His website makes the downloadable instructions available for free to anyone who's blind or visually impaired. They can either print the step-by-step instructions in braille, use braille computers or turn to screen readers, which are software applications that convert the text into speech.
Read the full article at How a blind man made it possible for others with low vision to build Lego sets - ABC News.
###

[bookmark: AMD]SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE: wAMD/DME STUDY
From the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
Have you been diagnosed with Wet Age-Related Macular Degeneration (wAMD) OR Diabetic Macular Edema (DME)?
Exafield US, a healthcare market research recruiting company, is conducting an important study to better understand the real-life experiences of individuals living with wAMD and DME.
Eligibility
· Must be diagnosed with wAMD or DME
· Must have had at least 1 eye injection treatment
Study Highlights
· Format: one 60-minute webcam online interview, participate from the comfort of your home.
· Compensation: $100 for your time and insights (diagnosis confirmation required)
Start the survey and find out if you qualify.
This study will end in May. Spots are limited, don't miss this opportunity to have your voice heard and be compensated for your time.
If you have any questions, contact Rosa Cruz at cruz+AFB@exafield.com.
###

[bookmark: FAA]FAA SURVEY FOR PASSENGERS WITH DISABILITIES REGARDING AIRCRAFT EVACUATIONS
Posted by The American Council of the Blind (ACB) on April 1, 2026
The Federal Aviation Administration’s survey for passengers with disabilities regarding aircraft evacuations is now live. Please follow the link below to participate and provide your input. This is an important opportunity to offer the experiences of blind and low vision airline passengers.
https://faafedramp.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b41izyhWyixv60C.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC ANNOUNCES COMMENT DATES FOR PROPOSED LIFELINE CHANGES
Comments Due:  May 4, 2026
Reply Comments Due: June 2, 2026
On February 18, 2026, the FCC adopted a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) on the Lifeline program.  
The Lifeline program provides discounts on voice and broadband services for qualifying low-income Americans.  This NPRM seeks comment on reforms in the Lifeline program to ensure that federal dollars go to eligible Americans, enhance program integrity, ensure that service providers are complying with the Commission's rules and regulations, and streamline Lifeline rules.
As to accessibility, the FCC seeks comment on the following:
· Would ending support for voice-only services through the Lifeline program affect accessibility for certain individuals with disabilities? 
Interested parties may file comments by accessing the FCC's Electronic Comment Filing System at https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings.  All filings must reference WC Docket Nos. 11-42, 17-287, 09-197, 21-450, and 20-445.  People with disabilities who need assistance to file comments online may request assistance by email to FCC504@fcc.gov.   
Link to the Lifeline NPRM:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-proposes-reforms-agencys-federal-lifeline-program
For general information about the Lifeline program visit: https://www.fcc.gov/lifeline-consumers.  For additional information on this proceeding, please contact Eric Wu, Wireline Competition Bureau at (202) 418-1543 or eric.wu@fcc.gov.
###


[bookmark: Opp]AAPD OPPORTUNITIES
The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) has posted the following four employment opportunities.
1. AAPD is Hiring a Data & CRM Manager to manage their constituent data and strengthen their communications data. They will review applications as they come in and give priority to those submitted earlier. Learn more about the role and apply here. 
2. AAPD is Hiring an Executive Assistant to assist the President & CEO with daily tasks, travel, email, communications, and scheduling. Learn more and apply here.
3. AAPD is Accepting Applications for the Tony Coelho Media Scholarship. High school seniors, undergraduate, and graduate students with disabilities who are pursuing careers in media, communications, or entertainment industries and who will be enrolled in college or a university during the fall of 2026 are eligible to apply. The deadline is May 29 at 5 PM ET. Learn more and apply here.
4. The Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL) Coordinator of Youth Services to provide leadership development for youth with disabilities. The application will be open until filled. Learn more about the role and apply here.
###

[bookmark: Pod]RESOURCE OF THE MONTH: ACCESSIBILITY PODCASTS
From the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington
Podcasts have become one of the most accessible forms of entertainment. In addition to having their own podcast, the accessibility platform Be My Eyes has a list of podcasts covering a range of topics for people with low vision, such as assistive technology, accessible design, and daily life.
You can stream the Be My Eyes Podcast on Spotify, Apple Music, iHeartRadio, or directly on their website. 
For additional information and their list of accessibility podcasts click this link.
###


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Wiz 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, April 12th at 7:30 pm
The Wiz - Broadway at The National
###
Book of Mormon
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm
The Book of Mormon - Broadway at The National

A Good Day to Me Not to You
Arena Stage Kogod Cradle at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, May 2nd at 2:00 pm
A Good Day to Me Not to You

I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Please visit the website: https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Virtual%20Hike.aspx
There you will find information on how to register for the hike, the events they will host, and on-demand activities. 
There is no cost to participate. 
###

[bookmark: News]Low Vision Support Group: Accessing the News (In-Person Event)
Friday, April 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join to discuss how to avoid feeling left out of the current news cycle. Learn how to access your favorite newspapers, shows, and more.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group: Double Podcast
Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) is rolling out the virtual red carpet for Steven Scott and Shaun Preece, the unmistakable voices behind Double Tap, a podcast for blind and partially sighted people to talk and learn about technology. These two presenters bring a rare mix of sharp insight, quick humor, and lived experience that turns accessibility from a technical topic into something lively, relatable, and genuinely fun.
What can you expect?
· Real talk from real experts:  Steven and Shaun break down accessibility with clarity and personality.
· A full slate of topics:  Their daily one-hour Double Tap podcast covers everything from screen readers and VoiceOver to appliances, braille displays, and the latest accessible tech.
· Energy and entertainment:  They're as engaging as they are informative, and they know how to keep an audience laughing while learning.
· This is the kind of session that leaves you smarter, energized, and excited about what's possible in the world of accessible technology. You may even get some tips and tricks on podcasting.
	Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
 
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

	 Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523
###


[bookmark: FFB]Foundation Fighting Blindness DC Vision Connection
Saturday, April 11th at 10:00 am
Maggiano's Little Italy
5333 Wisconsin Ave NW
A free in-person event for individuals and families in the blind and low vision community.
This engaging event will include:
· Educational session with Dr. Andrew R. Carey from the Wilmer Eye Institute. 
· Kick-off DC VisionWalk season. 
· Inspiring stories from Foundation community members and guest speakers
· Live Q&A with experts to share your perspective, gain practical insights, and feel supported 
· Opportunities to connect with local resources and others on a similar journey.
As a leading specialist in neuro-ophthalmology and retinal diseases, Dr. Carey will share his expertise on a wide range of conditions. 
REGISTER TODAY  at DC Vision Connection — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For questions, please reach out to Lauren Meltzer at LMeltzer@FightingBlindness.org.
###

			








[bookmark: iBug]iBUG Café 
Sunday April 12th at 5:00 pm
iBUG Café will present on the Facebook app for your iPhone with voiceover. Some of the topics they will cover include the Home Screen layout in the tabs, the groups, and many other features found within Facebook. Please refer to the Zoom conference information below.
To join the Zoom conference using a computer or the app, click the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/7428486329?pwd=M003RmZaa3pTbWRlZ00xbSs4YTlmUT09
Or, use the one tap mobile link from a smartphone:  
+13462487799,,7428486329#,,,,*369978#
Or, type in the Meeting ID and Password below:
Meeting ID: 742 848 6329,  
Password: 369978
To dial from a phone, call:  
+1 3462487799 US.
###

[bookmark: MedStar]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: Glaucoma Education (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, April 14th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Catherine Liu, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to learn about glaucoma and how to navigate life after diagnosis with practical tips and resources. 
Hosted by Washington National Eye Center.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Writer]Hadley Writer’s Circle: April Poetry Party
Tuesday, April 14th at 2:00 pm
Let’s celebrate National Poetry Month! Join to share your own verse—up to 12 lines, please, to make sure everyone has time—or just to listen and cheer.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt's Network: Embracing Nature (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, April 14th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to explore safe ways to enjoy nature. Learn helpful tips for walking, gardening, hiking, and other outdoor hobbies and activities.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Clean]Low Vision Support Group: Spring Cleaning (In-Person Event)
Thursday, April 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join to discuss practical ways to stay organized with low vision. Share tips, strategies, and tools that can help you manage clutter and keep your space easier to navigate. 
To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Expo]DeafBlind Awareness Expo
Saturday, April 18th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Wayne Hill Baptist Church
877 Ladd Road, Waynesboro, VA 22890
Join the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired's DeafBlind Services at the 2026 DeafBlind Expo. This event will show new technology, home and workplace tools, and services that help people who are DeafBlind live more independently. You'll learn about ways to make life easier at home, in your community, and at work.
The expo is open to anyone who is deafblind, deaf, hard of hearing or blind, as well as family members and the public.
Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/VDBVI/posts/join-us-for-the-deafblind-awareness-expodiscover-the-latest-technology-tools-and/1247599874178556/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Automate Your Home (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, April 21st from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Melissa Emery to discover how home automation can make your home more accessible, including tools she uses in her own home as a person with low vision.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Round]Hadley resource Roundtable: Navigating Disclosure About Your Vision
Tuesday, April 21st at 2:00 pm
Not sure when or how to talk with others about your vision? Join Hadley to discuss ways to start the conversation, share changes in your vision, and ask for the accommodations you need.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Accessible Lighting (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, April 22nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Greg Guarnaccia, LC, LEED AP,  Founder of International Light Studio, to learn practical home lighting strategies and tips you can use in and around your home to make everyday tasks easier when living with low vision.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: REV]REV UP National Call 
Wednesday, April 22nd from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
REV UP National Calls bring disability vote organizers from across the country together to learn, connect, and strategize. Each call includes timely updates — such as federal voting rights news, calls to action, and funding and engagement opportunities — followed by a focus on a core topic with guest speakers. The topic for this call will be updated closer to the call date. Register for the REV UP call here. 
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Convenient Weeknight Meals
Wednesday, April 22nd at 5:00 pm
Spring is here, and who wants to spend time over a hot stove when you can be outside exploring all the season has to offer? Come share your favorite recipes and tips for time-saving meals that taste delicious.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Story]LBPD Virtual Hike: Mexican Story Telling Moderated Discussion with Ofelia Montelongo Online
Thursday, April 23rd from 6:00 to 7:00pm
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special conversation presented in partnership with the Mexican Cultural Institute. Ofelia Montelongo will speak with patrons about the importance of Mexican literature and its role in sharing culture, history, and lived experience. The discussion will be moderated by Professor Manuel Cuéllar, who will help guide the conversation and audience engagement.
This program offers an opportunity to hear from two voices connected to literature, culture, and learning as they explore the lasting impact of Mexican storytelling.
Event URL will be sent via registration email.
###

[bookmark: Peabody]
Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
Saturday, April 25th at 1:00 pm
Light lunch at 12:00 pm
The Peabody String Sinfonia, a student-led orchestra without a conductor, will perform at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD). The group works together to create engaging performances and educational programs across Baltimore, building personal connections with their audiences. You’ll hear a mix of classical and modern music during the concert.
Prior to the event, a light lunch will be served, so please register in advance at LBPD Live: Peabody String Sinfonia - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.  Please arrive by 12:00 p.m. if you plan on participating in lunch. 
The concert starts at 1 p.m. EST and will last about 45 minutes to an hour. You’ll get to enjoy live music in a cozy setting, meet the performers, and learn more about how they work together during a Q&A session after the show.
If you need accommodations to attend the event, please let the library know at least two weeks in advance.
###

[bookmark: HTech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
Tuesday, April 28th at 2:00 pm
Have you ever wanted your phone to ring, just so you could find where you left it? House keys, magnifiers, wallets are all easy to misplace, but not so easy to find again. Join us as we discuss technology options for keeping track of your essential items.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Latinas]LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
Tuesday, April 28th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Educators from the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino  will discuss the significant contributions of Mexican Americans featured in the book "Nuestra América: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States." This book features the inspiring stories of thirty Latinas and Latinos throughout history, showcasing their remarkable contributions to the United States' cultural, social, and political landscape. Through this discussion, attendees will gain a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage and legacy of Mexican Americans in the broader context of American society. The educators will also share related Smithsonian collection objects that correspond to the profiles highlighted in the book.
Presentation requires registration at LBPD Virtual Hike: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. The program will feature their 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. Register for the National Community Event by clicking here. (National Community Event 2026 - AAPD)
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, May 1st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Soundtrack by Jason Reynolds, a story of friendship and creativity. Stuy, a young drummer inspired by his mother's band, discovers how music can change everything.
To register,  call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
Thursday, May 7th at 12:30 pm
Come chat about finding braille in the places you go every day. They will share tips for spotting it, reading it, and using braille to make your own space work better for you.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Aging]Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
Thursday, May 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center 
4433 S. Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Lisa Tom, MD, from Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn how eye health issues such as Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, and Diabetes can impact vision. Learn why a dilated eye exam is so important!
Sign up by calling (301) 656-2797.
###
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