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April 16, 2026

There is an unusually diverse range of news and opportunities this week. Of special note is an opportunity to serve on the Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board that covers Bethesda, Cabin John, Chevy Chase, Friendship Heights, Garrett Park, Glen Echo, North Bethesda, Potomac, Rockville, and Twinbrook here. 

Arlington County has a new way to get around. Arlington Microtransit (MICRO) is an on-demand, public transportation pilot program with flexible routes that connect to regional transit, local hubs, and specific addresses. Read more about it here.

There’s also good news for listeners with low vision who use BWI airport. Read about their new real-time vision assistance app here and enjoy all the items in this week’s MWE Update.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Microtransit Pilot Moves Arlington Riders
· BWI To Offer Real-Time Vision Assistance App
· FCC April Open Meeting to Consider Accessible Emergency Information Item
· Accessible Cooking Apps for Blind and Low Vision
· NLS Vacancy Announcement
· CELESTE Study for Stargardt Disease
· Your Voice Matters: Serve on the Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board
· ACBVA New Voices of Vision Zoom Broadcast Features Angela Harris
· Montgomery County Ride On to Adjust 18 Bus Routes Beginning Sunday, May 3rd 
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· DeafBlind Awareness Expo
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Automate Your Home (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Navigating Disclosure About Your Vision
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Accessible Lighting (Virtual Event)
· REV UP National Call 
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Convenient Weeknight Meals
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Mexican Story Telling Moderated Discussion with Ofelia Montelongo Online
· Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
· AAPD National Community Event 
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
###

[bookmark: Micro]MICROTRANSIT PILOT MOVES ARLINGTON RIDERS
Arlington County has a new way to get around. Arlington Microtransit (MICRO) is an on-demand, public transportation pilot program with flexible routes that connect to regional transit, local hubs, and specific addresses.
Launched in its initial phase on Monday, April 13th, MICRO offers shared rides booked through a mobile app or by phone, helping users reach jobs, schools, healthcare, and other key destinations within the preliminary service area.
The pilot period will be used to collect and evaluate passenger feedback and ridership patterns to determine how microtransit can best be tailored to Arlington County. The pilot is supported by a combination of funding from Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation and Arlington County and is expected to last through Fiscal Year 2027. It is designed to act in part as a replacement for ART (Arlington Transit) bus routes that were realigned in recent years due to low-but-steady ridership.
The service uses technology from public transit contractor Via to match riders heading in similar directions into shared trips, helping create efficient routes and reducing wait times. The Via app is available in the App Store and Google Play. For more information, visit city.ridewithvia.com/art.
The MICRO pilot service will operate Monday-Friday, 5:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m., and Saturday from 7 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
During the initial period, MICRO will operate within a defined zone in northwest Arlington, generally bound by North Glebe Road, Langston Boulevard and the County line. The service connects riders to key destinations including Ballston-MU and East Falls Church Metrorail stations, Virginia Hospital Center, Madison Community Center, local schools and the Westover neighborhood.
Key Features of the Pilot Service
Pilot Service Fare (credit or debit card only):
· $4.50 per ride
· $2.25 for seniors, persons with disabilities, and K–12 students
· $2.25 for rides that start or end at Ballston Metrorail Station or East Falls Church Metrorail Station
· Children under 5 ride free when accompanied by an adult
Launch Promotion: Riders can receive six free rides during the first month of the pilot, until May 13.
On-Demand Rides: Trips can be requested in real-time through the app or by phone. Rides are dynamically routed to support efficient shared trips.
Accessible Service: Wheelchair-accessible service is available on-demand or can be pre-booked up to 24 hours in advance.
How to Ride: Download the MICRO Arlington Microtransit app by visiting city.ridewithvia.com/art or calling 571-517-4181 to book a ride.
Via works with public transportation systems in hundreds of cities in more than 30 countries to create dynamic travel networks based on data and demand. As a result, the cost of providing transit goes down while the passenger experience improves as more riders are brought on board.
###

[bookmark: BWI]BWI TO OFFER REAL-TIME VISION ASSISTANCE APP 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport is introducing new assistive technology aimed at making travel easier and more independent for passengers with low vision, becoming one of the first airports in the world to do so.
Through a partnership with Towson-based ReBokeh Vision Technologies, BWI Marshall is now offering free, unlimited access to the company’s mobile app for travelers navigating the airport. The airport is the second worldwide and the first in the Mid-Atlantic region to implement the technology.
The app is designed specifically for people with low vision, allowing users to customize how they see their surroundings in real time using their phone’s camera. Features include adjustable contrast, color filters, zoom, and lighting enhancements to help users better interpret their environment.
At BWI, the technology can help users read gate and wayfinding signs, check arrival and departure boards, and locate amenities like restaurants and shops. The app also includes AI features that support multiple languages and can translate signage and on-screen information in real time.
Rebecca Rosenberg is the founder and CEO of ReBokeh (derived from the photography term "Bokeh," a technique in which all light sources are out of focus. Re-Bokeh is the re-clarification of what is out of focus).
She has low vision herself and said the app was made to close a gap in accessibility.
The technology is up and running at BWI now. To learn more about the app and download it, click here and for more information on this exciting new development check out the following two links from news sources.
1. https://mocoshow.com/2026/04/11/bwi-becomes-one-of-first-airports-to-offer-real-time-vision-assistance-app/
2. https://www.wmar2news.com/local/bwi-airport-becomes-the-second-airport-to-offer-towson-based-visual-accessibility-app-for-travelers
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC APRIL MEETING TO CONSIDER ACCESSIBLE EMERGENCY INFORMATION ITEM
On April 30, 2026, the FCC at its Open Meeting will consider, among other items, a Third Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FNPRM) regarding an accessible emergency information requirement.  In particular, the FNPRM would propose to modify the rule that television broadcasters provide an aural representation of visual, non-textual emergency information (such as radar maps or other graphics) on the secondary audio stream of video broadcasts.  Although the compliance deadline for this rule was May 26, 2015, the FCC has continued to waive the rule since then.  The FNPRM's proposed revision would clarify that the accessibility requirement would be satisfied when a textual crawl provides emergency information duplicative of or equivalent to the visual but non-textual emergency information, so long as the textual crawl is also conveyed aurally.
 
The April 2026 Open Meeting is scheduled for 10:30 am ET on April 30, 2026, and will be held in the Commission Meeting Room, 45 L Street N.E., Washington, D.C. 20554. The FCC meeting is also streamed live at www.fcc.gov/live.  Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request.  E-mail your request to fcc504@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-0530.
 
Link to Announcement of the April Open Meeting Agenda:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-tentative-agenda-april-open-meeting-13
 
Draft FNPRM:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/amending-audible-crawl-rule
 
For general information about the FCC's television emergency information requirements, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/accessibility-emergency-information-television/.  For more information about this specific proceeding, please contact Diana Sokolow, Media Bureau, Policy Division, at (202) 418-0588 or Diana.Sokolow@fcc.gov.  
###

[bookmark: Apps]ACCESSIBLE COOKING APPS FOR BLIND AND LOW VISION
From the ConnectCenter and forwarded by David Goldfield
Cooking is one of the most sensory-rich activities in daily life. For people who are blind or low vision, it’s also one of the most achievable. With the right technology, the kitchen doesn’t have to feel like an obstacle course.
Voice-based tools have made a big difference. They turn tasks that once needed sighted help into things people can do alone. People can do them independently and with confidence, on their own terms. 
This link tech-vi@groups.io | Accessible Cooking Apps for Blind and Low Vision is a look at the tools that are making the biggest difference for blind and low vision cooks today — from smart speakers to accessible apps to adaptive gadgets — and how they work together in a real kitchen. 
###

[bookmark: NLS]NLS VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
The National Library Service Patron Engagement Section (PES), Patron & Network Engagement Division (PNE), National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS), Library Collections and Services Group (LCSG) has an opening for a Reading Disability and Low Vision Program Specialist.
Interested applicants can view the electronic version of the NLS vacancy announcements and other Library of Congress vacancies at https://www.usajobs.gov/job/865171400.
### 

[bookmark: CELESTE]CELESTE STUDY FOR STARGARDT DISEASE
From the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) 
AAVantgarde Bio is working towards better futures for those living with rare diseases, including Stargardt disease.
The CELESTE study is exploring the safety and efficacy of an investigational gene therapy called AAVB-039, which aims to halt vision loss by addressing the genetic root cause of Stargardt disease, due to variants in the ABCA4 gene.
The study leverages AAVantgarde's dual AAV technology to deliver a functional copy of the ABCA4 gene into the retinal cells via a one-time, single subretinal injection.
Where is the study taking place?
The study is taking place in the U.S., the U.K., and Europe and is currently enrolling. All study visits, including eligibility screening, surgery, and follow-up visits, will be completed at the site.
Discover how you can take part:
For more details about the CELESTE study, please visit ClinicalTrials.gov, or you can contact AAVantgarde at ClinicalTrials@Aavantgarde.com.
About AAVantgarde Bio
AAVantgarde Bio (AAVantgarde) is a clinical-stage biotechnology company advancing gene therapies for patients with inherited retinal diseases. The company's lead programs target Stargardt disease and retinitis pigmentosa due to Usher syndrome type 1B, two severe inherited retinal diseases with no approved treatments. 
LEARN MORE
###

[bookmark: Voice][bookmark: Board]YOUR VOICE MATTERS: SERVE ON THE WESTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD
	


Volunteers are needed to help shape the community's future. The Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board advises the County Executive and the County Council on issues relevant to the County, from the budget to land use to public safety.
The board consists of 19 members and covers Bethesda, Cabin John, Chevy Chase, Friendship Heights, Garrett Park, Glen Echo, North Bethesda, Potomac, Rockville, and Twinbrook. Members represent neighborhoods, businesses, community representatives, and local non-profits and reflect varying points of view within the region.
The application deadline is Friday, April 24. Click the link below to learn more about serving on the board. 
Learn more at OnBoardGOV | Montgomery County MD| Boards & Commissions | Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory Board.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA NEW VOICES OF VISION ZOOM BROADCAST FEATURES ANGELA HARRIS
Angela is bold, faith-filled, and truly inspiring. As the founder of the IMperfeKtlymade Foundation, she is creating space for confidence, representation, and independence within the blind and low vision community.
Through her journey, her message, and even her fashion show, Angela reminds us that vision is not defined by sight—it's defined by purpose, strength, and belief.
In this powerful feature, Angela shares her story with honesty, humor, and heart. From overcoming challenges to building a legacy, her story is one you won't want to miss.
Watch now at https://youtu.be/mfq5hl1bKSo?feature=shared.
###

[bookmark: Ride]MONTGOMERY COUNTY RIDE ON TO ADJUST 18 BUS ROUTES BEGINNING SUNDAY, MAY 3rd 
The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) will adjust 18 Ride On bus route schedules starting Sunday, May 3, to improve efficiency and on-time performance. The changes reflect a shift of resources to allow for more reliable service where demand is higher. The new schedules will be available at rideonbus.com and in print.
Route changes include:
Ten (10) routes will have new trip times: 12, 15, 16, 17, 20, 26, 29, 34, 40, 47
Eight (8) routes will have adjustments to improve on-time performance: 33, 48, 49, 57, 97, 98, Flash Orange, and Flash Blue
###


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
A Good Day to Me Not to You
Arena Stage Kogod Cradle at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, May 2nd at 2:00 pm
A Good Day to Me Not to You

Book of Mormon
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm
The Book of Mormon - Broadway at The National

I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Please visit the website: https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Virtual%20Hike.aspx
There you will find information on how to register for the hike, the events they will host, and on-demand activities. 
There is no cost to participate. 
###

[bookmark: Expo]DeafBlind Awareness Expo
Saturday, April 18th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Wayne Hill Baptist Church
877 Ladd Road, Waynesboro, VA 22890
Join the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired's DeafBlind Services at the 2026 DeafBlind Expo. This event will show new technology, home and workplace tools, and services that help people who are DeafBlind live more independently. You'll learn about ways to make life easier at home, in your community, and at work.
The expo is open to anyone who is deafblind, deaf, hard of hearing or blind, as well as family members and the public.
Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/VDBVI/posts/join-us-for-the-deafblind-awareness-expodiscover-the-latest-technology-tools-and/1247599874178556/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Automate Your Home (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, April 21st from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Melissa Emery to discover how home automation can make your home more accessible, including tools she uses in her own home as a person with low vision.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: Round]Hadley resource Roundtable: Navigating Disclosure About Your Vision
Tuesday, April 21st at 2:00 pm
Not sure when or how to talk with others about your vision? Join Hadley to discuss ways to start the conversation, share changes in your vision, and ask for the accommodations you need.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Accessible Lighting (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, April 22nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Greg Guarnaccia, LC, LEED AP,  Founder of International Light Studio, to learn practical home lighting strategies and tips you can use in and around your home to make everyday tasks easier when living with low vision.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click this link.
###

[bookmark: REV]REV UP National Call 
Wednesday, April 22nd from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
REV UP National Calls bring disability vote organizers from across the country together to learn, connect, and strategize. Each call includes timely updates — such as federal voting rights news, calls to action, and funding and engagement opportunities — followed by a focus on a core topic with guest speakers. The topic for this call will be updated closer to the call date. Register for the REV UP call here. 
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Convenient Weeknight Meals
Wednesday, April 22nd at 5:00 pm
Spring is here, and who wants to spend time over a hot stove when you can be outside exploring all the season has to offer? Come share your favorite recipes and tips for time-saving meals that taste delicious.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Story]LBPD Virtual Hike: Mexican Story Telling Moderated Discussion with Ofelia Montelongo Online
Thursday, April 23rd from 6:00 to 7:00pm
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special conversation presented in partnership with the Mexican Cultural Institute. Ofelia Montelongo will speak with patrons about the importance of Mexican literature and its role in sharing culture, history, and lived experience. The discussion will be moderated by Professor Manuel Cuéllar, who will help guide the conversation and audience engagement.
This program offers an opportunity to hear from two voices connected to literature, culture, and learning as they explore the lasting impact of Mexican storytelling.
Event URL will be sent via registration email.
###

[bookmark: Peabody]
Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
Saturday, April 25th at 1:00 pm
Light lunch at 12:00 pm
The Peabody String Sinfonia, a student-led orchestra without a conductor, will perform at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD). The group works together to create engaging performances and educational programs across Baltimore, building personal connections with their audiences. You’ll hear a mix of classical and modern music during the concert.
Prior to the event, a light lunch will be served, so please register in advance at LBPD Live: Peabody String Sinfonia - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.  Please arrive by 12:00 p.m. if you plan on participating in lunch. 
The concert starts at 1 p.m. EST and will last about 45 minutes to an hour. You’ll get to enjoy live music in a cozy setting, meet the performers, and learn more about how they work together during a Q&A session after the show.
If you need accommodations to attend the event, please let the library know at least two weeks in advance.
###

[bookmark: HTech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
Tuesday, April 28th at 2:00 pm
Have you ever wanted your phone to ring, just so you could find where you left it? House keys, magnifiers, wallets are all easy to misplace, but not so easy to find again. Join us as we discuss technology options for keeping track of your essential items.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Latinas]LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
Tuesday, April 28th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Educators from the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino  will discuss the significant contributions of Mexican Americans featured in the book "Nuestra América: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States." This book features the inspiring stories of thirty Latinas and Latinos throughout history, showcasing their remarkable contributions to the United States' cultural, social, and political landscape. Through this discussion, attendees will gain a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage and legacy of Mexican Americans in the broader context of American society. The educators will also share related Smithsonian collection objects that correspond to the profiles highlighted in the book.
Presentation requires registration at LBPD Virtual Hike: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. The program will feature their 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. Register for the National Community Event by clicking here. (National Community Event 2026 - AAPD)
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, May 1st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Soundtrack by Jason Reynolds, a story of friendship and creativity. Stuy, a young drummer inspired by his mother's band, discovers how music can change everything.
To register,  call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
Thursday, May 7th at 12:30 pm
Come chat about finding braille in the places you go every day. They will share tips for spotting it, reading it, and using braille to make your own space work better for you.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
Friday, May 7th at 11:00 am via free conference call
This month’s selection is The Heist by Janet Evanovich.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: Walk]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
Thursday, May 14th from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
When pedestrians approach an intersection to cross a street, they have a lot of readily available information—such as traffic lights, walk signals, and stop or yield signs—to let them know how vehicles and pedestrians are expected to behave at the street crossing. This information, however, is often not usable by pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision. In this webinar, the presenter will review requirements in the Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) for accessible pedestrian signals.
For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.
Learn more at Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
Thursday, May 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center 
4433 S. Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Lisa Tom, MD, from Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn how eye health issues such as Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, and Diabetes can impact vision. Learn why a dilated eye exam is so important!
Sign up by calling (301) 656-2797.
###
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