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April 23, 2026

If you are a jazz fan, I’m pleased to report that Jazz in the Garden returns for the 2026 season on May 22nd. You can read about it here and here. Also, you won’t want to miss the celebration of International Jazz Day with award‑winning pianist Paul Lay at DC Public Library. Details are here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Apply Now for DBVI 2026 Endowment Grant for Services to the Blind, Vision Impaired, and DeafBlind
· Reintroduction of the Communications, Video, and Technology Accessibility Act
· Hadley Podcast: Tackling Paperwork and Forms with Vision Loss
· Jazz in the Garden Returns Friday, May 22nd 
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico
· Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
· VIP Falls Church Resource Group Meeting
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
· LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
· AAPD National Community Event 
· Celebrating International Jazz Day with Paul Lay
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Reston VIP Support Group: Newsletters, Podcasts, Recordings With Low Vision Information 
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Let’s Talk Gardening with Vision Loss 
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Healthy Vision Month”
· Hadley’s Writers’ Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
· Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
· Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead 
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
###

[bookmark: DBVI]APPLY NOW FOR DBVI 2026 ENDOWMENT GRANT FOR SERVICES TO THE BLIND, VISION IMPAIRED AND DEAFBLIND
Do you have a great idea to help people who are blind, vision impaired, or deafblind in Virginia? The Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired is now accepting applications for its 2026 Endowment Grant!
Each year, the Board uses this special fund to support programs and projects that make a real difference. If your organization has a plan to strengthen services for people in these communities, you are invited to apply for funding.
Deadline to apply: June 1, 2026
How to apply: Fill out the online form at 2026 Endowment Grant Request Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired.
Grants are competitive, and selected projects will need to report their progress:
· Interim report due: December 1, 2026
· Final report due: June 1, 2027
If you received a grant last year, you must submit your reports to be considered again.
For help or questions, email: BoardLiaison@dbvi.virginia.gov
###

[bookmark: CVTA]REINTRODUCTION OF THE COMMUNICATIONS, VIDEO, AND TECHNOLOGY ACCESSIBILITY ACT
From the American Council of the Blind (ACB)
The Communications, Video, and Technology Accessibility (CVTA) Act, was reintroduced in Congress on April 16th. 
This bipartisan bill updates the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA) to ensure people with disabilities can fully access today’s communication and video technologies.
The CVTA Act would:
· Strengthen closed captioning and audio description for TV and streaming
· Make accessibility features easier to find and use across devices
· Improve access to video conferencing platforms
· Expand equitable access to 9-1-1 services
· Ensure accessibility rules keep pace with emerging tech like AI and virtual reality
ACB worked alongside a broad coalition of disability advocates to move this legislation forward. 
The text of this bill is not yet on Congress.gov, but can be accessed at this link: https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/communications_video_and_technology_accessibility_act.pdf.
A one-pager on this bill is available at the following link: https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/cvta_one_pager.pdf.
###

[bookmark: Forms]HADLEY PODCAST: TACKLING PAPERWORK AND FORMS WITH VISION LOSS
From doctors' offices to taxes, forms and paperwork are just part of everyday life. Filling them out can take more time and patience when you're living with vision loss. In this episode, Hadley is joined by Sam Seavey of The Blind Life as they share tips, tricks, and words of wisdom to make this common headache a little less frustrating.
Play the podcast at Vision Loss Resources for Seniors | Learn with Hadley.
You may also want to check out Hadley's Magnifier Series at Magnifiers | Hadley Low Vision Resources.
###
	[bookmark: Jazz]JAZZ IN THE GARDEN RETURNS FRIDAY, MAY 22ND 
The National Gallery of Art summer concert series is back! This season’s theme, “American Sounds,” is a nod to the nation’s 250th anniversary. Travel the country through music, exploring traditions from Appalachian and Americana to Creole jazz, Hill Country blues, contemporary jazz, and more. Join them in the Sculpture Garden most Fridays from May 22 through August 14. 
The free lottery, which gives everyone an equal chance of attending, takes place the week before each event. It opens on Monday at 10:00 a.m., beginning May 11th, and closes each Friday at noon. They notify all lottery entrants whether they were selected to register for passes the Monday before each program. 
Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 pm.
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
A Good Day to Me Not to You
Arena Stage Kogod Cradle at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, May 2nd at 2:00 pm
A Good Day to Me Not to You

Book of Mormon
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm
The Book of Mormon - Broadway at The National

I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Hike]2026 Virtual Hike: Mexico 
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The 2026 Virtual Hike invites participants on a month-long, accessible cultural journey through Mexico and Mexican American heritage. Running from April 1, 2026, through April 30, 2026, this virtual experience allows participants to take part in a reading and cultural exploration challenge designed to engage the senses, spark curiosity, and build community. 
The hike is open to individuals of all ages! 
Please visit the website: https://msla.maryland.gov/Pages/Virtual%20Hike.aspx
There you will find information on how to register for the hike, the events they will host, and on-demand activities. 
There is no cost to participate. 
###

[bookmark: Peabody]
Peabody String Sinfonia Concert
Saturday, April 25th at 1:00 pm
Light lunch at 12:00 pm
The Peabody String Sinfonia, a student-led orchestra without a conductor, will perform at the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD). The group works together to create engaging performances and educational programs across Baltimore, building personal connections with their audiences. You’ll hear a mix of classical and modern music during the concert.
Prior to the event, a light lunch will be served, so please register in advance at LBPD Live: Peabody String Sinfonia - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.  Please arrive by 12:00 p.m. if you plan on participating in lunch. 
The concert starts at 1 p.m. EST and will last about 45 minutes to an hour. You’ll get to enjoy live music in a cozy setting, meet the performers, and learn more about how they work together during a Q&A session after the show.
If you need accommodations to attend the event, please let the library know at least two weeks in advance.
###

[bookmark: FC]VIP Falls Church Resource Group Meeting
Monday, April 27th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Thomas Jefferson Library
7415 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church
The speaker, Dr. Suleiman Alibhai, OD, is a highly respected low‑vision specialist and the new Clinical Director at the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB) Vision Rehabilitation Clinic.
This is a wonderful opportunity to hear his "vision" for POB's programs going forward and to ask him anything related to low vision.
In-person attendance is strongly encouraged. While they will offer a Zoom listening option, priority for Q&A will go to in‑person attendees, and it is likely that Zoom participants will not be able to ask questions. They also cannot guarantee reliable audio. They will, of course, do their best to resolve any technical issues should they arise.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87469306883?pwd=mKny1YR8YYazKaB5LxCCW8Kj1Mn3ZB.1
Meeting ID: 874 6930 6883
Passcode: 123
One tap mobile
+13052241968,,87469306883# US
+13092053325,,87469306883# US
###

[bookmark: HTech]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Keeping Track of Your Things
Tuesday, April 28th at 2:00 pm
Have you ever wanted your phone to ring, just so you could find where you left it? House keys, magnifiers, wallets are all easy to misplace, but not so easy to find again. Join us as we discuss technology options for keeping track of your essential items.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Latinas]LBPD Virtual Hike: Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Online
Tuesday, April 28th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Educators from the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino  will discuss the significant contributions of Mexican Americans featured in the book "Nuestra América: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States." This book features the inspiring stories of thirty Latinas and Latinos throughout history, showcasing their remarkable contributions to the United States' cultural, social, and political landscape. Through this discussion, attendees will gain a deeper appreciation for the rich heritage and legacy of Mexican Americans in the broader context of American society. The educators will also share related Smithsonian collection objects that correspond to the profiles highlighted in the book.
Presentation requires registration at LBPD Virtual Hike: 30 Inspiring Latinas/Latinos Who Have Shaped the United States - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD National Community Event
Wednesday, April 29 at 6:30 pm
This event, sponsored by the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), is virtual, free, and open to the entire disability community and AAPD allies. It brings together our national community of disabled people and allies to celebrate our hard-won progress, celebrate disability culture, and take action together to protect disability rights. 

This year’s program will feature the 2026 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awardees, updates on Medicaid and voting rights, and a space to honor leaders we have lost, including Bob Kafka and Alice Wong. A panel session will be hosted by REV UP (Register! Educate! Vote! Use your Power!).
REV UP is a nonpartisan campaign on a mission to build the power of the disability vote through increasing civic engagement in the disability community and improving the accessibility of elections. This panel will feature two leaders in the REV UP community who will talk about REV UP's work, the power of the disability vote in 2026, and how you can get involved in the fight for a more accessible democracy. 
Get your tickets at 2026 AAPD National Community Event Tickets, Wednesday, April 29  •  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM EDT | Eventbrite.
###

[bookmark: Lay]Celebrating International Jazz Day with Paul Lay
Thursday, April 30th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
Auditorium, 901 G Street, NW
A powerful evening of world‑class jazz.
Join DC Public Library for an exceptional evening of music with internationally acclaimed pianist and composer Paul Lay, one of the leading voices in contemporary French jazz. Known for his expressive virtuosity, compositional depth, and ability to weave narratives through sound, Lay brings a performance that bridges jazz tradition, classical influence, and humanist imagination.
Described by Le Monde as one of the foremost jazz pianists of his generation, Paul Lay has earned some of the most prestigious honors in European jazz, including the Grand Prix de l’Académie Charles Cros, the Prix Django Reinhardt, and Instrumental Artist of the Year at the Victoires du Jazz.
The evening begins with a special opening performance by the Duke Ellington School for the Performing Arts Jazz Combo.
This program is in partnership with Villa Albertine, the Embassy of France, and DC Jazz Festival
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, May 1st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Soundtrack by Jason Reynolds, a story of friendship and creativity. Stuy, a young drummer inspired by his mother's band, discovers how music can change everything.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group: Newsletters, Podcasts, Recordings
With Low Vision Information 
Friday, May 1st from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Reston Regional Library – Room #1 In-Person
11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston
Host: Stan Gowin, Co-chair Reston VIP, member ACB
Which organizations do you rely on for information about low vision and blindness?  The web makes information available anytime you want to soak it up through newsletters, podcasts, and recordings.  Come and share (or learn) which organizations or podcasts are your "Go To Sources" and what types of information they focus on best.  A sample in alpha order:
ACB - https://www.acb.org/home
AFB - https://www.afb.org/
APH - https://www.aph.org/
FFB - https://www.fightingblindness.org/
Hadley Helps - https://hadleyhelps.org/
MWE - https://washear.org/
NFB - https://nfb.org/
POB - https://www.youreyes.org/
Prevent Blindness - https://preventblindness.org/
The Blind Life – https://www.youtube.com/c/theblindlife
VIP enquiries?  Contact:  
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com 
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net 
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
### 

[bookmark: Garden]Hadley Recreation Chat: Let’s Talk Gardening with Vision Loss
Tuesday, May 5th at 2:00 pm
May means it’s time to get those gardens going. Share your best tips for planting, organizing your garden, and making gardening easier with vision loss. Bring your ideas, questions, and favorite gardening hacks!
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
Thursday, May 7th at 12:30 pm
Come chat about finding braille in the places you go every day. They will share tips for spotting it, reading it, and using braille to make your own space work better for you.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
Friday, May 7th at 11:00 am via free conference call
This month’s selection is The Heist by Janet Evanovich.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: MedStar]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Healthy Vision Month”
Tuesday, May 12th at 11:30 am on Zoom. 
The speaker is Elizabeth Fernandez Paz, MD. 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89731944994?pwd=eFEPbJxNurb0KiZqQXVTzULbgLNNRR.1
Meeting ID: 897 3194 4994
Passcode: 539069
---
One tap mobile
+13092053325,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US
+13126266799,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US (Chicago)
---
Join by SIP
• 89731944994@zoomcrc.com
 
Join instructions
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89731944994/invitations?signature=elaYTHzN9K599D5Mmu6EL-kJhU_-8RaiGsdKlv1M86s
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley’s Writers’ Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
Tuesday, May 12th at 2:00 pm
Explore beginning a journal with alternative formats like the computer, brailler, digital recorder—even artistic journals, with drawings and more. Join to share how you like to jot down your thoughts. 
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
Thursday, May 14th at 12:30 pm
May is national “Get Caught Reading” month, focused on activities that inspire a lifelong love of books. In honor of that, discuss the stories that first made you fall in love with reading.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Walk]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
Thursday, May 14th from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
When pedestrians approach an intersection to cross a street, they have a lot of readily available information—such as traffic lights, walk signals, and stop or yield signs—to let them know how vehicles and pedestrians are expected to behave at the street crossing. This information, however, is often not usable by pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision. In this webinar, the presenter will review requirements in the Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) for accessible pedestrian signals.
For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.
Learn more at Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG.
###

[bookmark: Tips]Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
Tuesday, May 19th at 2:00 pm
Join this discussion group to share tips for navigating social situations with vision loss. From finding your friends to grabbing a snack or drink, they will talk about simple strategies that can make gatherings, events, and everyday meetups easier and more comfortable.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
Thursday, May 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center 
4433 S. Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Lisa Tom, MD, from Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn how eye health issues such as Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, and Diabetes can impact vision. Learn why a dilated eye exam is so important!
Sign up by calling (301) 656-2797.
###


[bookmark: Dead]Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Part of Jazz in the Garden: American Sounds 
Lottery will open Monday, May 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 
Kick off the season with Oh He Dead, a five-piece band rooted in DC’s rich tradition of soul, funk, and rock. Led by CJ Bowlin’ Johnson and her golden pipes, the group also includes lead guitarist Alex Salser, Colin Sidley on bass, Adam Ashforth on drums, and Piano Whitman on keys.
The close-knit crew is known for contagious joy and for putting on a hell of a show. Johnson “maneuvers her powerful voice—a combination of Stevie Nicks and Tracy Chapman” (Kojo Nnamdi) in rhythm with the band’s “sublime instrumentation” (NPR) and “infectious and soulful sound” (Washington Post). Their sound balances polish with humor and heart.  
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, May 11, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, May 15, noon
· Results announced: Monday, May 18, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, May 22 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. 
Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
Saturday, May 23rd at 12:00 pm
Location: Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
The upcoming Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving, will explore strategies for emotional resilience and holistic well-being. This session offers a unique opportunity to gain professional insights and community support as they discuss the tools necessary to navigate the challenges of low vision while fostering a fulfilling, vibrant life. 
Matthew Reeves, LPC, CRC, NCC will lead this conversation. As a licensed therapist specializing in support for the low vision community, Matthew brings a wealth of clinical expertise and a deeply personal perspective, as he is personally impacted by Stargardt disease.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###


[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
Wednesday, May 27th at 5:00 pm
Air fryers have become a favorite kitchen tool for many, whether you’re just getting back in the kitchen after vision loss or you’re a master chef. With accessible control options and safe and consistent cooking, it might just be your new favorite healthy alternative to deep-frying or cooking in the oven. 
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###
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