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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

April 30, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special note this week is the update to Fairfax Library’s access services. The library now offers JAWS and ZoomText on public computers, along with other tools for people with low vision or print disabilities. Read the full details here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· National Library Service (NLS) Employment Opportunity
· National Assistive Technology Awareness Day Declared
· Fairfax Library Access Services Update
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Reston VIP Support Group: Newsletters, Podcasts, Recordings With Low Vision Information 
· NIH Chamber Singers Present “And Still There is Singing”
· Friday Morning Music Club at DCPL
· American Youth Philharmonic Orchestra
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Let’s Talk Gardening with Vision Loss 
· ACBVA Zoom Hangout 
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Healthy Vision Month” (Virtual Event) 
· Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits
· Hadley’s Writers’ Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
· Stargardt’s Network: Balancing Work and Low Vision (Virtual Event)
· Leisure World Lions Group: Assistive Technology Showcase (In-Person Event) 
· Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
· Many Faces of BARD: Typing Text Using the DA2
· Accessible Film Screening: The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025)
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Echovision Smart Glasses (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
· Seeing Hope Town Hall: Waymo and Driverless Cars (Virtual Event)
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
· Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead 
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
###

[bookmark: NLS]NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE (NLS) EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
NLS has currently advertised the following vacancy announcement:
Job Title: Quality Assurance Specialist (Braille Products)
Open Period: April 10, 2026, through May 11, 2026  
Series & Grade: GS-09/11  
Position Information: Permanent 
Who May Apply: The public
NLS Org: Content Quality Assurance Section, Collections Division, National Library Services Blind/Print Disabled, Library Collections and Services Group 
Interested applicants can view the electronic version of NLS vacancy announcements and other Library of Congress vacancies via the following LC website: https://www.usajobs.gov/job/864844200.
###

[bookmark: Access]FAIRFAX LIBRARY ACCESS SERVICES UPDATE
From Access Fairfax, Department of Family Services newsletter
If you have trouble seeing a computer screen or using a mouse, Fairfax County Public Library's Access Services can help. The library now offers JAWS and ZoomText on public computers, along with other tools for people with low vision or print disabilities.
· JAWS is a screen reader that speaks the text on the screen, helping users with vision loss navigate websites and programs like Microsoft Word.
· ZoomText lets low vision users enlarge and enhance what's on the screen so it's easier to see and read.
	Access Services also has loanable equipment, including:
· Pocketalker 2.0 personal amplifiers
· Ruby 7 handheld magnifiers
· Perkins Braillers braille typewriters
· Braille Awareness Kits
In-branch only devices include:
· myReader2 desktop magnifier
· SARA Scanning and Reading App
###





[bookmark: Day]NATIONAL ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY AWARENESS DAY DECLARED
From the American Council of the Blind (ACB)
The United States Senate unanimously passed a resolution declaring April 22, 2026, National Assistive Technology Awareness Day. This resolution recognizes the importance of assistive technology and acknowledges the individuals who work to connect people with the technological resources that promote opportunity, independence, and full participation in society.
 
You can read Senator Markey's press release on the topic here: https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-cramer-resolution-recognizing-national-assistive-tech-day-unanimously-passes-senate.
 
You can find the text of the resolution here: https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/national_assistive_technology_awareness_day_resolution.pdf.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
A Good Day to Me Not to You
Arena Stage Kogod Cradle at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, May 2nd at 2:00 pm
A Good Day to Me Not to You

Book of Mormon
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 3rd at 7:30 pm
The Book of Mormon - Broadway at The National

I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, May 1st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join for Soundtrack by Jason Reynolds, a story of friendship and creativity. Stuy, a young drummer inspired by his mother's band, discovers how music can change everything.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit pobreads.org.
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group: Newsletters, Podcasts, Recordings
With Low Vision Information 
Friday, May 1st from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Reston Regional Library – Room #1 In-Person
11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston
Host: Stan Gowin, Co-chair Reston VIP, member ACB
Which organizations do you rely on for information about low vision and blindness?  The web makes information available anytime you want to soak it up through newsletters, podcasts, and recordings.  Come and share (or learn) which organizations or podcasts are your "Go To Sources" and what types of information they focus on best.  A sample in alpha order:
ACB - https://www.acb.org/home
AFB - https://www.afb.org/
APH - https://www.aph.org/
FFB - https://www.fightingblindness.org/
Hadley Helps - https://hadleyhelps.org/
MWE - https://washear.org/
NFB - https://nfb.org/
POB - https://www.youreyes.org/
Prevent Blindness - https://preventblindness.org/
The Blind Life – https://www.youtube.com/c/theblindlife
VIP enquiries?  Contact:  
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com 
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net 
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
### 

[bookmark: NIH]NIH Chamber Singers Present “And Still There is Singing”
Saturday, May 2nd from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Quince Orchard Library
15831 Quince Orchard Road, Gaithersburg
Join a live spring concert featuring the NIH Chamber Singers. Their selections will emphasize the Joys and Benefits of Singing and Song.
The NIH Chamber Singers, a group of seventeen singers under the direction of Dwight Brock, will present Spring Concerts of choral music in many styles for singers and listeners alike. They will explore how Singing is more than a pleasant pastime. It can and has supported humans in all situations and in all times. They will share choral music from many eras and many  genres, including a remembrance for America’s 250th, a nod to pop music of the second half of the 20th century, and an introduction to some “new” music of the 21st century, with a special arrangement by one of their multi-talented singers.
This concert is appropriate for audiences of all ages, and will include some fun surprises.
Questions about this program? Contact Quince Orchard Library at 240-777-0200.
###

[bookmark: Friday]Friday Morning Music Club at DCPL
Saturday, May 2nd from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, Auditorium
Join one of America's oldest organizations, Friday Morning Music Club (FMMC), for amateur musicians as they perform a free concert of music.
The program will be announced the day of the concert, but look forward to some passionate music-making!
###

[bookmark: Youth]American Youth Philharmonic Orchestra
Harp Ensemble, Prelude Strings, Orchestra & String Ensemble
Sunday, May 3rd from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, Auditorium
The concert opens with performances that reflect the joy and promise of early musical discovery, brought to life through graceful melodies and shimmering textures. The program continues with a tribute to the United States’ semi-quincentennial, as the ensembles share a musical journey through the nation’s past and present. The String Ensemble performs an arrangement of Aaron Copland’s Hoe-Down from Rodeo, Visions of the Sky, and Point Lookout (A Fantasy on Civil War Songs), while the Debut Orchestra presents American Landscape, Ashokan Farewell, Colors of Home, and Sally Goodin.
###

[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: Let’s Talk Gardening with Vision Loss
Tuesday, May 5th at 2:00 pm
May means it’s time to get those gardens going. Share your best tips for planting, organizing your garden, and making gardening easier with vision loss. Bring your ideas, questions, and favorite gardening hacks!
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Zoom Hang Out
Tuesday, May 5th at 7:00 pm
Come hang out with ACBVA! You do not have to be a member to attend. 
Join a relaxed and welcoming space to connect, chat, and just be you. Whether you want to share what you've been up to or simply listen in, all are welcome.
Register to get ZOOM info at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/P3UwNjKATQqYa0Uj7k_OKg 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Conversations may include hobbies, everyday experiences, and things that help everyone feel more connected and supported.
This new gathering takes the place of their previous fiber arts group and opens the door for more members to join in, connect, and enjoy time together.
Pull up a chair, bring a cup of something you enjoy, and spend some time with them. They would love to have you join them.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille in Everyday Spaces
Thursday, May 7th at 12:30 pm
Come chat about finding braille in the places you go every day. They will share tips for spotting it, reading it, and using braille to make your own space work better for you.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club
Friday, May 7th at 11:00 am via free conference call
This month’s selection is The Heist by Janet Evanovich.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: MedStar]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: ”Healthy Vision Month” (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 12th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on Zoom. 
Join Elizabeth Fernandez Paz, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to discuss all things eye health. Learn how making healthy choices and getting regular eye exams can help reduce the risk of vision loss.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89731944994?pwd=eFEPbJxNurb0KiZqQXVTzULbgLNNRR.1
Meeting ID: 897 3194 4994
Passcode: 539069
---
One tap mobile
+13092053325,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US
+13126266799,,89731944994#,,,,*539069# US (Chicago)
###

[bookmark: SSA]Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits
Tuesday, May 12th from 1:30 to 2:30 pm
Prince George’s County Memorial Library System
Virtual Branch
The Social Security Administration provides protection for workers and their families. Programs provide monthly income to seniors, workers with a disability, children with disabilities, and families in which a spouse or parent has died.
You are invited to this virtual presentation to learn more about disability benefits, eligibility requirements, and the application process.
Register to attend online at Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits - Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley’s Writer’s Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
Tuesday, May 12th at 2:00 pm
Explore beginning a journal with alternative formats like the computer, brailler, digital recorder—even artistic journals, with drawings and more. Join to share how you like to jot down your thoughts. 
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Balancing Work and Low Vision (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to learn how to navigate balancing your job and living with low vision. Sam Seavy, Founder of The Blind Life, will join the discussion.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Assistive Technology Showcase (In-Person Event) 
Wednesday, May 13th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse I – Maryland Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join an assistive technology fair featuring representatives from a range of companies showcasing products designed for people with vision loss. The event is open to all.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
Thursday, May 14th at 12:30 pm
May is national “Get Caught Reading” month, focused on activities that inspire a lifelong love of books. In honor of that, discuss the stories that first made you fall in love with reading.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Walk]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
Thursday, May 14th from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
When pedestrians approach an intersection to cross a street, they have a lot of readily available information—such as traffic lights, walk signals, and stop or yield signs—to let them know how vehicles and pedestrians are expected to behave at the street crossing. This information, however, is often not usable by pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision. In this webinar, the presenter will review requirements in the Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) for accessible pedestrian signals.
For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.
Learn more at Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG.
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Typing Text Using the DA2
Thursday, May 14th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Virtual Discussion via Zoom
After a presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour. 
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.  
Remember that the meeting is recorded. Do not speak if you do not wish to be on the recording. If you wish to speak, you may request to do so by raising your hand.
To review past programming, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
Questions? Contact:
Tamara Rorie
Head, Patron Engagement Section
tror@loc.gov or nlspes@loc.gov.
###
	



	[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening - The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025)
Saturday, May 16th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library, 901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour, 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description and open captions right on the screen.  


###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Echovision Smart Glasses (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 19th from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Join Buddy Brannan, Training Specialist at Agiga, for a demonstration of the EchoVision glasses by Agiga. Learn all about smart glasses that were designed by and for people with visual impairments.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Tips]Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
Tuesday, May 19th at 2:00 pm
Join this discussion group to share tips for navigating social situations with vision loss. From finding your friends to grabbing a snack or drink, they will talk about simple strategies that can make gatherings, events, and everyday meetups easier and more comfortable.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Town Hall: Waymo and Driverless Cars (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, May 20th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Hannah Tuten, Public Affairs Manager at Waymo, to learn about driverless cars. Hear how the technology works, what to expect, and how it may create new transportation options across the DC metro area.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
Thursday, May 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center 
4433 S. Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Lisa Tom, MD, from Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn how eye health issues such as Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, and Diabetes can impact vision. Learn why a dilated eye exam is so important!
Sign up by calling (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Dead]Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Part of Jazz in the Garden: American Sounds 
Lottery will open Monday, May 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 
Kick off the season with Oh He Dead, a five-piece band rooted in DC’s rich tradition of soul, funk, and rock. Led by CJ Bowlin’ Johnson and her golden pipes, the group also includes lead guitarist Alex Salser, Colin Sidley on bass, Adam Ashforth on drums, and Piano Whitman on keys.
The close-knit crew is known for contagious joy and for putting on a hell of a show. Johnson “maneuvers her powerful voice—a combination of Stevie Nicks and Tracy Chapman” (Kojo Nnamdi) in rhythm with the band’s “sublime instrumentation” (NPR) and “infectious and soulful sound” (Washington Post). Their sound balances polish with humor and heart.  
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, May 11, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, May 15, noon
· Results announced: Monday, May 18, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, May 22 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. 
Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
Saturday, May 23rd at 12:00 pm
Location: Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
The upcoming Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving, will explore strategies for emotional resilience and holistic well-being. This session offers a unique opportunity to gain professional insights and community support as they discuss the tools necessary to navigate the challenges of low vision while fostering a fulfilling, vibrant life. 
Matthew Reeves, LPC, CRC, NCC will lead this conversation. As a licensed therapist specializing in support for the low vision community, Matthew brings a wealth of clinical expertise and a deeply personal perspective, as he is personally impacted by Stargardt disease.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###


[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
Wednesday, May 27th at 5:00 pm
Air fryers have become a favorite kitchen tool for many, whether you’re just getting back in the kitchen after vision loss or you’re a master chef. With accessible control options and safe and consistent cooking, it might just be your new favorite healthy alternative to deep-frying or cooking in the oven. 
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###
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