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May 23, 2026

Dear Listeners,

All of us at The Metropolitan Washington Ear wish you a very happy and meaningful Memorial Day. We also want to express our most sincere gratitude to all those who have served in the U.S. military, especially our listeners.

As the summer vacation season approaches, it is interesting to note that attractions are becoming more accessible, not just for mobility, but a whole range of accessibility needs. For example, check out 5 US NATIONAL PARKS WITH GREAT ACCESSIBILITY FOR DISABLED VISITORS in this week’s Update here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· 5 US National Parks with Great Accessibility for Disabled Visitors
· Announcing Major Upgrades to Three, Free Accessibility Tools
· Virginia DBVI Career Opportunity
· NLS Job Announcement: Management Analyst
· NLS Summer Reading Adult Programming & Activities
· Maryland LBPD - Hadley Partnership Announcement
· Natural History Study of Macular Dystrophies Expressing a Stargardt-Type Clinical Presentation
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
· NFB CENA Access on Webinar Series: Outdoor Navigation Webinar
· That All May eRead: Navigating DAISY Files on Your eReader
· FCC Webinar to Recognize Older Americans Month
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers 
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
· Hadley Discussion Group: Embracing Braille Questions
· Hadley Writer’s Circle: The Hero&#039;s Journey and Beyond
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC)
· Jazz in the Garden: Orquesta Manplesa – Classic Salsa
· Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement (Virtual Event)
###

[bookmark: Parks]5 US NATIONAL PARKS WITH GREAT ACCESSIBILITY FOR DISABLED VISITORS
This article, “5 US National Parks with Great Accessibility for Disabled Visitors”, features five of the most accessible national parks for travelers with disabilities – Yosemite (California), Grand Teton (Wyoming), Grand Canyon (Arizona), Mammoth Cave (Kentucky), and Acadia (Maine).
Jeremy Buzzell, who manages the National Park Service Accessibility Support Program, said, "When people think about accessibility in the park service, they think about people in wheelchairs who can go down trails. It's a lot bigger than that. It's how we're making it accessible to people who are blind, hearing impaired, with intellectual disabilities. What we want to do is remove as many barriers as we can." 
The full article is at https://www.aol.com/articles/5-us-national-parks-great-170000879.html?guccounter=1.
###

[bookmark: Tools]ANNOUNCING MAJOR UPGRADES TO THREE, FREE ACCESSIBILITY TOOLS
From Jamal Mazrui: Sharing info on some free, powerful accessibility tools I developed (with AI assistance)
Forwarded by David Goldfield
I have made major improvements to three free tools recently designed and built with assistance from Claude AI. They are intended to benefit end users, accessibility specialists, and software engineers. Here are direct links to their Windows installers:
· 2htm
· extCheck
· urlCheck
Below is more information about these tools.
Jamal
2htm, extCheck, and urlCheck are a small family of free, MIT-licensed Windows command-line tools developed by me and shared on GitHub (with full C# and Python source code). Each is distributed as a single-file, 64-bit, independent binary executable that can run without an installation step, without a runtime dependency, and without anything in the registry.
· 2htm - converts Word, Excel, and PowerPoint formats to clean, accessible HTML using Microsoft’s APIs, with options for plain text and image stripping.
· extCheck - checks the accessibility of .docx, .xlsx, .pptx, and .md files, writing CSV reports of issues found by an extensible rule set, based on guidelines from the Microsoft Office Accessibility Checker and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines.
· urlCheck - drives the Microsoft Edge browser through the Playwright API and runs the axe-core testing code on each page, producing per-page reports plus a draft Accessibility Conformance Report (ACR.xlsx and ACR.docx) covering all 86 WCAG 2.2 success criteria, and offering a spreadsheet with manual tests for all criteria to complement the automated results.
The three programs share a consistent interface and a set of friendly features intended to make them equally convenient for the typical Windows user (working through a GUI dialog) and for developers automating tasks (working through the command line). Because the same options are available either way, the same scan or conversion can be reproduced from a script or scheduled task just as it was performed by hand.
###

[bookmark: DBVI]VIRGINIA DBVI CAREER OPPORTUNITY
The Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) has posted the following opportunity.
Job Title: Orientation & Mobility (O&M) Specialist
Location: Fairfax
Position #: BVI00367
Closing Date: 05/28/2026
Quicklink: Apply Now
###

[bookmark: Job]NLS JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: MANAGEMENT ANALYST
The National Library Service (NLS) has currently advertised the following vacancy announcement:
Job Title: Management Analyst
Open Period: May 15, 2026, to June 15, 2026
Series & Grade: GS-0343-13
Position Information: Permanent position
Who May Apply: Open to all
NLS Org:  Network Services Section, Patron and Network Engagement Division, National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS), Library Collections and Services Group
Interested applicants can view the electronic version of the NLS vacancy announcements and other Library of Congress vacancies via the following link: www.usajobs.gov/job/869522400.
###

[bookmark: NLS]NLS SUMMER READING ADULT PROGRAMMING & ACTIVITIES
Stories are everywhere — embedded in landscapes, preserved in archives, carried through families, and reflected in individual lives. A list of adult summer reading programs and activities that have been confirmed so far (with more information to come) from the National Library Service (NLS), the Braille Institute, and other partners is at: https://www.loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/summer-reading/. 
###

	



	[bookmark: LBPD]MARYLAND LBPD - HADLEY PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT
The Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD), a division of the Maryland State Library Agency (MSLA), is proud to announce a new partnership with Hadley, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing resources, social connection, and support to individuals experiencing vision loss.
Through this partnership, Maryland LBPD patrons will gain access to Hadley's wide range of resources at no cost. With Hadley's on-demand and live services, patrons will have access to daily living skills, recreation, braille education, and employment tools. Hadley also provides its members with a supportive peer community where they can share experiences and insights as they live with vision loss.  
Some offerings from Hadley include:
· Daily living courses that cover reading, cooking, orientation & mobility, labels, guide dogs, and more.
· Adjusting to vision loss courses that cover various eye health concerns, seeking medical assistance, and communication tools for families.
· Recreation materials that cover gardening, gaming, birding, sports & exercise, and crafting.
· Technology education courses that cover Android, iOS devices, computers, books & TV, and smart speakers.
· Braille education by touch and by sight.
· Employment skills workshops covering assistive technology, how to talk with employers about low vision and blindness, and how to navigate common software applications.
To gain access to all of Hadley's free resources, please click on this link to sign up for services. Providing your information will enable Hadley to contact you and tailor services to your needs. If you're having difficulty navigating the Hadley website, please contact Ashley.Biggs1@maryland.gov (410-230-2430).



	###



[bookmark: Study]NATURAL HISTORY STUDY OF MACULAR DYSTROPHIES EXPRESSING A STARGARDT-TYPE CLINICAL PRESENTATION
From the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB)
FFB would like to share information about a research study sponsored by Astellas Pharma Inc. for children and adults with Stargardt-type macular dystrophies.
Astellas has partnered with The Foundation Fighting Blindness to help identify individuals who are interested in participating in this important observational study to learn how Stargardt-type eye conditions progress in children and adults.

You or your child may be able to participate if you have been diagnosed with:
· Stargardt disease
· Stargardt‑like macular dystrophy
These conditions are most commonly linked to changes in specific genes, such as ABCA4, PRPH2, ELOVL4, PROM1, CDHR1, CTNNA1, or MT-TL1.

This study is called, "An Observational Study of Natural Disease Progression in Participants with Macular Dystrophies Expressing a Stargardt-type Clinical Presentation". This study has been approved by an Institutional Review Board (IRB), a committee responsible for ensuring the ethical and safe conduct of research involving human participants.

You can learn more on the company's website.

If you are interested in participating, please contact the Astellas team by email at Astellas.Registration@Astellas.com or by phone at (800)-888-7704.

Please reference "Study 2020-CL-0102" and "NCT07425574" when contacting Astellas. Participation in research is always voluntary, and you will be asked to review and sign an informed consent form prior to any trial-related assessments. You always retain the right to withdraw from the trial at any time for any reason.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

Sally and Tom
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described: Saturday, June 6th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Sally & Tom

Othello
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, June 13th at 2:00 pm 
Othello 25-26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Carla Hall: Please Underestimate Me
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described: Wednesday, June 17th at 7:30 pm
Carla Hall in Please Underestimate Me | Olney Theatre Center

Suffs
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, June 21st at 7:30 pm
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/suffs/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
Saturday, May 23rd at 12:00 pm
Location: Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
The upcoming Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving, will explore strategies for emotional resilience and holistic well-being. This session offers a unique opportunity to gain professional insights and community support as they discuss the tools necessary to navigate the challenges of low vision while fostering a fulfilling, vibrant life. 
Matthew Reeves, LPC, CRC, NCC will lead this conversation. As a licensed therapist specializing in support for the low vision community, Matthew brings a wealth of clinical expertise and a deeply personal perspective, as he is personally impacted by Stargardt disease.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Access on Webinar Series: Outdoor Navigation Webinar
Tuesday, May 26th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
The CENA team will discuss and demonstrate various navigation apps and other tools for on the go. They will explore how accessible technologies can help you gather real-time information about your surroundings, map your routes, and travel outdoors with greater confidence and independence.
Register on the NFB CENA Training page.
###

[bookmark: Daisy]
That All May eRead: Navigating DAISY Files on Your eReader
Tuesday, May 26th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Hosted by the National Library Service (NLS). In the remaining time, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1
Remember that the meeting is recorded. Do not speak if you do not wish to be on the recording. 
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###


[bookmark: FCCWeb]FCC Webinar to Recognize Older Americans Month
Wednesday, May 27th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
In recognition of Older Americans month, the Federal Communications Commission’s Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau (CGB) will host a webinar on highlighting Champion Your Health which underscores prevention, wellness, and personal responsibility as cornerstones of healthy aging.
 
During the webinar, attendees will be provided with information about:
· Telehealth, Long Con and Romance Scams and Fraud
· 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
· Access to Video Calls
 
This event will be streamed for the public on www.fcc.gov/live.  Please register for this webinar using the link   https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/e3646397-c94e-4c3c-9bb4-cd2118601210@72970aed-3669-4ca8-b960-dd016bc72973.  This link is also featured on the Events page.  
 
Registration is optional.  After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. The presentation slide deck will be shared after the webinar. 
 
Sign language interpreters and captioning will be provided.  Additional reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request.  Please include a description of the accommodation you will need and your contact information in case they need more details.  Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530 (voice) 
 
Email Outreach@fcc.gov with questions about the webinar or to schedule a meeting to discuss how to collaborate with the FCC on providing information to your community.  
### 

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
Wednesday, May 27th at 5:00 pm
Air fryers have become a favorite kitchen tool for many, whether you’re just getting back in the kitchen after vision loss or you’re a master chef. With accessible control options and safe and consistent cooking, it might just be your new favorite healthy alternative to deep-frying or cooking in the oven. 
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
Tuesday, June 2nd at 2:00 pm
Summer’s here, so it’s time to play some golf, tennis, jog, ride a bike, or just take a walk around the block. Join in to share your tips or pick up a couple new ones.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Discussion Group: Embracing Braille Questions 
Thursday, June 4th at 12:30 pm
Join a lively question and answer session where you can share things about braille that you always wanted to know but were too afraid to ask. 
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writer’s Circle: The Hero&#039;s Journey and Beyond
Tuesday, June 9th at 2:00 pm
How do you build your stories? What’s your favorite framework? Let’s talk about the different types of story structure that can help you plan, plot, and shape your writing.
Sign up to join at https://hadleyhelps.org/discussion-groups/writers-circle 
###

[bookmark: CPAAC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Wednesday, June 10, at 1:00 pm 
The CPAAC provides advice and recommendations to the Commission on a wide array of consumer protection and accessibility matters specified by the Commission.  The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.   

The CPAAC meeting will be online only and will be open to the public at www.fcc.gov/live.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov.   These comments or questions may be addressed during the public comment period.
 
Open captioning and sign language interpreters will be provided for this event.  Other reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request.  Requests for such accommodations should be submitted via e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or by calling the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-0530 (voice). 
 
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-june-10-cpaac-meeting  
 
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.       
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Orquesta Manplesa – Classic Salsa
Friday, June 12th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
Pre-show dance class at 5:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Welcome the weekend with Orquesta Manplesa, a vibrant, DC-based salsa band at the intersection of tradition and youth. Their eclectic mix of salsa that spans different eras and regions will keep the dance floor alive all evening. The band focuses on preserving salsa in DC, especially in the historic neighborhood of Mount Pleasant. And their music captures what it means to be from the city: community and joy, above all else.
Get the party started at 5:30 p.m. with a lively pre-show dance class from Baila DC salsa studio. Instructor Luz Rodriguez-Mercier will help you build your salsa skills. No experience necessary, just bring your energy and excitement!
Lottery Required
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, June 1, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, June 5, noon
· Results announced: Monday, June 8, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, June 12 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
Thursday June 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
The session will be led by Sandy Neuzil, Low Vision Community Outreach, Prevention of Blindness Society
When watching TV, streaming shows, at movie theaters, and attending theatrical plays -- did you know you can listen to a voice augment visual information?  In between the dialogue, Audio Description (AD) describes characters’ faces, actions, clothing and more.  AD is available for most recorded TV shows on mainstream TV channels.  A catalog of movies with AD (original or added) is available from the Audio Description Project.  Going to a movie theater? Call ahead to confirm the movie has AD and reserve an AD Headset.  Volunteers at Metropolitan Washington Ear provide live AD at select performances at local playhouses.  Come join the meeting and discussion to learn more about AD.
Register and more information? call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
Saturday, June 20th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
The Residences at Thomas Circle
1330 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005
You, your friends, and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., Clinical Director of POB's Vision Rehabilitation Clinic and low vision specialist.
Get tickets online at Friends and Family: Seeing Hope – June 20, 2026 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
Keynote Speaker: Jane Settle Stanley
This special POB luncheon is a meaningful opportunity for your friends and family to learn more about low vision and better understand the challenges it can present.
	Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society's Seeing Hope program, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
To purchase tickets, click here or contact Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement (Virtual Event)
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement is hosted by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###
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