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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

May 28, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of particular note this week is a paid opportunity to model or act in accessibility training materials. Full details are here.

There’s also a wide range of other events and opportunities. I hope you enjoy them all.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Apply Now: 2026 Endowment Grant for Services to the Blind, Vision Impaired, and DeafBlind
· Summer Reading Program Update
· MWABA Athlete Spotlight
· VisitAble Paid Actor and Model Opportunity
· American Council of the Blind (ACB) Conference and Convention
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Free Nationals Tickets
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
· Hadley Discussion Group: Embracing Braille Questions
· Hadley Writer’s Circle: The Hero&#039;s Journey and Beyond
· Stargardt’s Network Virtual Event: My Kitchen, My Space
· Reston VIP Summer Lunch Party
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC)
· Leisure World Lions Group: Smart Home Devices (In-Person Event)  
· Hadley Book Nook: Hot Summer Reads
· Jazz in the Garden: Orquesta Manplesa – Classic Salsa
· TUG Meeting: Games!
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI Features in Apps (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: National Organizations for Vision Loss
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Leader Dogs for the Blind (Virtual Event)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
· POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
· Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement (Virtual Event)
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AccessAbility Fairfax
###

[bookmark: Grant]APPLY NOW: 2026 ENDOWMENT GRANT FOR SERVICES TO THE BLIND, VISION IMPAIRED, AND DEAFBLIND 
Do you have a great idea to help people who are blind, vision impaired, or deafblind in Virginia? The Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired is now accepting applications for its 2026 Endowment Grant!
Each year, the Board uses this special fund to support programs and projects that make a real difference. If your organization has a plan to strengthen services for people in these communities, you are invited to apply for funding.
Important Details:
· Application opens: April 2, 2026
· Deadline to apply: June 1, 2026
· How to apply: Fill out the online form.
Apply now at 2026 Endowment Grant Request Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired.
Grants are competitive, and selected projects will need to report their progress.
For help or questions, email: BoardLiaison@dbvi.virginia.gov
###

[bookmark: NLS]SUMMER READING PROGRAM UPDATE
As noted last week, the National Library Service, in partnership with the Braille Institute Library, invites you to their Summer Reading Program, “Unearth a Story” from June 15th to August 11th.
At the heart of this year's programming is a deep focus on the National Parks Service and America's public lands, woven throughout an exploration of ecology, environment, and stewardship; human stories embedded in place; and the role of science, observation, and memory in how we understand the world around us.
There will be live conversations over Zoom with authors, artists, national park rangers, and other compelling voices. One of the authors is Peter Heller, the author of The Dog Stars (DB075493), which is being released in August as a major motion picture directed by Academy Award-winning director Ridley Scott.
The 2026 Kickoff event will be on Monday, June 15 at 4:00 pm.
Full information on the series and the registration link can be found on the NLS website loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/summer-reading.
Tune in live for the Webinars held over Zoom every other Tuesday at 4:00 pm, starting June 16. 
You can register once to access the entire series at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
You can also explore the Narrated Soundscapes every other Monday.
Register for the Series
Don’t have an email address to register? No problem! Call 888-245-2471 to register by phone.
###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT
Check out the athlete spotlight on Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) founder Karla Gilbride! 
Learn about why Karla founded MWABA, how MWABA has grown, and the impact that blind sports has had on Karla's life. Check out Karla's spotlight here: Athlete Spotlight on MWABA founder Karla Gilbride: 'I love ... how alive I feel when I'm trying something new' – Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes.
And you can find more information about the MWABA at https://gomwaba.org.
###

[bookmark: Visit]VisitAble PAID ACTOR AND MODEL OPPORTUNITY
Forwarded from the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) (https://gomwaba.org)
VisitAble is updating its accessibility training and is looking for individuals with disabilities to participate as paid actors and models in upcoming photo and video shoots. Participants will be compensated $30 per hour, with a time commitment of 2-6 hours on a Saturday or Sunday in late June or mid-to-late July in D.C. or Richmond. The application deadline is June 5th at 5 PM ET. Email anna.bastian@visitable.org if you have any questions. Here's information about ideal applicants and the Job Description.
VisitAble provides the leading industry-proven, business-to-business accessibility training and certification program designed to improve the experiences of people with disabilities and make organizations stand out. You check out their website at Accessibility Training & Disability Inclusion Programs | VisitAble.
###

[bookmark: ACB]AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND (ACB) CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION
The 2026 American Council of the Blind Conference and Convention in-person dates will be July 24th through July 31st at the St. Louis Hyatt Regency Arch Hotel.
Registration for the conference and convention is now open for members. Registration will open for everyone on June 4th. Registration will close on Monday, July 6th, at 11:59 p.m. Central time.
For more information on this year's Conference and Convention. visit the ACB Convention page at Convention Home Page 2026.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

Sally and Tom
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described: Saturday, June 6th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Sally & Tom

Othello
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, June 13th at 2:00 pm 
Othello 25-26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Carla Hall: Please Underestimate Me
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described: Wednesday, June 17th at 7:30 pm
Carla Hall in Please Underestimate Me | Olney Theatre Center

Suffs
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, June 21st at 7:30 pm
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/suffs/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: Nats]Free Nationals Tickets
Friday, May 29th at 6:45 pm
You’re invited to join the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington for an evening at Nationals Park as the Washington Nationals take on the San Diego Padres.
Game tickets are being provided at no cost. This is a great opportunity to enjoy a fun evening together and get to know one another. Special thanks to the Washington Nationals for generously providing these tickets.
Tickets are limited and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.
To request tickets click on Ticket Request: Washington Nationals – Friday, May 29 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
To receive tickets, you must download the MLB Ballpark app. Tickets are available in digital format only.
Please do not request tickets unless you are confident you will be able to attend. Tickets may not be resold.
###


[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
Tuesday, June 2nd at 2:00 pm
Summer’s here, so it’s time to play some golf, tennis, jog, ride a bike, or just take a walk around the block. Join in to share your tips or pick up a couple new ones.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Discussion Group: Embracing Braille Questions 
Thursday, June 4th at 12:30 pm
Join a lively question and answer session where you can share things about braille that you always wanted to know but were too afraid to ask. 
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Summer Lunch Party
Friday, June 5th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Cafe Montmartre 
1625 Washington Plaza North, Lake Anne Village Center, Reston Please RSVP by Sunday May 31st. 
All are welcome whether you are a regular or infrequent attendee or brand new to VIP.   Cafe Montmartre is a small locally owned restaurant with a french-viet menu overlooking Lake Anne in Reston, VA. Their summer lunch was held there last year.  

Please RSVP your intention to join them with your appetizer, lunch, and dessert choices by Sunday May 31st. Menu options will be coming soon. You may add drinks at the luncheon. 
Monmartre has offered to give individual checks including a 20% tip. (Of course, you are welcome to tip more if you appreciate their service.)  The restricted menu choices are offered to ease restaurant logistics serving a bunch of people all at once and so they can prepare enough!
Walking directions from the parking lot are coming soon.
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writer’s Circle: The Hero&#039;s Journey and Beyond
Tuesday, June 9th at 2:00 pm
How do you build your stories? What’s your favorite framework? Let’s talk about the different types of story structure that can help you plan, plot, and shape your writing.
Sign up to join at https://hadleyhelps.org/discussion-groups/writers-circle 
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network Virtual Event: My Kitchen, My Space
Tuesday, June 9th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join this event to exchange ideas, tips, and tricks to maintain safety and independence in the kitchen. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: CPAAC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Wednesday, June 10, at 1:00 pm 
The CPAAC provides advice and recommendations to the Commission on a wide array of consumer protection and accessibility matters specified by the Commission.  The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.   

The CPAAC meeting will be online only and will be open to the public at www.fcc.gov/live.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov.   These comments or questions may be addressed during the public comment period.
 
Open captioning and sign language interpreters will be provided for this event.  Other reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request.  Requests for such accommodations should be submitted via e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or by calling the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202) 418-0530 (voice). 
 
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-june-10-cpaac-meeting  
 
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.       
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Smart Home Devices (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, June 10th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join this event to learn how to simplify your daily life with smart home devices, such as Amazon’s Alexa and Google Assistant.
No RSVP required.
###
 
[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: Hot Summer Reads
Thursday, June 11th at 12:30 pm 
Whether it’s a steamy beach read or a popular bestseller, let’s find the perfect pick for summer. Bring your favorites and discover a few new ones to add to your list.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Orquesta Manplesa – Classic Salsa
Friday, June 12th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
Pre-show dance class at 5:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Welcome the weekend with Orquesta Manplesa, a vibrant, DC-based salsa band at the intersection of tradition and youth. Their eclectic mix of salsa that spans different eras and regions will keep the dance floor alive all evening. The band focuses on preserving salsa in DC, especially in the historic neighborhood of Mount Pleasant. And their music captures what it means to be from the city: community and joy, above all else.
Get the party started at 5:30 p.m. with a lively pre-show dance class from Baila DC salsa studio. Instructor Luz Rodriguez-Mercier will help you build your salsa skills. No experience necessary, just bring your energy and excitement!
Lottery Required
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, June 1, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, June 5, noon
· Results announced: Monday, June 8, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, June 12 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting: Games!
Saturday, June 13th at 10:00 am
This program will be recorded.
The Technology User Group (TUG) is trading hardware diagnostics and system updates for something far more riveting: games!
That’s right, they're diving into the wildly popular, highly rated world of accessible gaming, where fun and accessibility coexist.
These games are not just playable, they are addictive, clever, and designed so everyone can join the adventure.
· Discover the latest accessible games reviewed on AppleVis.
· Hear honest, lively critiques on how well each title plays with VoiceOver and other accessibility tools.
· Find out which games are actually fun, not just functional.
· Share your own favorites and maybe pick up a new obsession!
Whether you are a casual player, a puzzle fanatic, or someone who just wants to see what all the fuss is about, this session promises laughs, surprises, and a few "Wait, I didn't know my iDevice could do that!" moments. Come ready to play, explore, and enjoy because this TUG meeting is all about fun!
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 
###
	



	



[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI Features in Apps (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, June 16th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Rachel Schreiman, Low Vision Resource Navigator with POB’s Seeing Hope Resource Center, to learn how AI-powered accessibility apps, such as Seeing AI and Be My Eyes, can support people with vision loss.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Loss]Hadley Resource Roundtable: National Organizations for Vision Loss
Tuesday, June 16th at 2:00 pm
There are many national groups dedicated to supporting people with vision loss. Join this Hadley for a discussion about these organizations and the resources they provide.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Leader Dogs for the Blind (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, June 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join speaker Leslie Hoskin of Leader Dogs for the Blind for an introduction to the Leader Dogs Orientation and Mobility Program and resources that support independence and safe travel. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH2][bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
Thursday June 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
The session will be led by Sandy Neuzil, Low Vision Community Outreach, Prevention of Blindness Society
When watching TV, streaming shows, at movie theaters, and attending theatrical plays -- did you know you can listen to a voice augment visual information?  In between the dialogue, Audio Description (AD) describes characters’ faces, actions, clothing and more.  AD is available for most recorded TV shows on mainstream TV channels.  A catalog of movies with AD (original or added) is available from the Audio Description Project.  Going to a movie theater? Call ahead to confirm the movie has AD and reserve an AD Headset.  Volunteers at Metropolitan Washington Ear provide live AD at select performances at local playhouses.  Come join the meeting and discussion to learn more about AD.
Register and more information? call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
Saturday, June 20th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
The Residences at Thomas Circle
1330 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005
You, your friends, and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., Clinical Director of POB's Vision Rehabilitation Clinic and low vision specialist.
Get tickets online at Friends and Family: Seeing Hope – June 20, 2026 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
Keynote Speaker: Jane Settle Stanley
This special POB luncheon is a meaningful opportunity for your friends and family to learn more about low vision and better understand the challenges it can present.
	Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society's Seeing Hope program, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
To purchase tickets, click here or contact Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org.
###

[bookmark: Meta]Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
Tuesday, June 23rd at 2:00 pm
Curious about Meta smart glasses? Whether you’re thinking of buying a pair or already have them, join this Hadley discussion to learn what they can do and how to get the most out of them as a blind or low vision user.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###
 
[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement (Virtual Event)
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement is hosted by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###
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