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May 7, 2026

Dear Listeners,

We end this week on a note of profound sadness. Phil Aiken, a valued member of the MWE staff, passed away on Wednesday evening. A tribute to Phil from MWE CEO/Executive Director, Marcella A. Copes, Ph.D. is here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Tribute to Phil Aiken
· Getting Around DC with Low Vision
· POB Resource of the Month: MetroAccess Paratransit
· AAPD is Accepting Applications for Tony Coelho Media Scholarship
· ACLU is Hiring a Disability, Accessibility & Inclusion Manager
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· DBVI State Rehabilitation Council
· TUG Meeting: Victor Reader Stream 3
· MWABA Goalball 
· American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA) Monthly Program 
· MedStar Low Vision Support Group: “Healthy Vision Month” (Virtual Event) 
· Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits
· Hadley’s Writers’ Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
· Stargardt’s Network: Balancing Work and Low Vision (Virtual Event)
· Leisure World Lions Group: Assistive Technology Showcase (In-Person Event) 
· Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
· U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
· Many Faces of BARD: Typing Text Using the DA2
· Accessible Film Screening: The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025)
· Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Echovision Smart Glasses (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
· Seeing Hope Town Hall: Waymo and Driverless Cars (Virtual Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Declutter & Destress with Accessible Labeling
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
· Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead 
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
· Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers 
· Davis No Pressure Book Discussion - Virtual
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
###

[bookmark: Phil]TRIBUTE TO PHIL AIKEN
To the Staff, Volunteers, and Friends of the Washington Metropolitan Ear, Inc.,

It is with deep sadness and heavy hearts that we share the passing of one of our beloved family members, Phil Aiken.

Phil was far more than a dedicated supporter of our mission — he was a cherished friend, a compassionate soul, and a steady presence within our Metropolitan Washington Ear family. His kindness, warmth, and generosity touched the lives of everyone who had the privilege of knowing him. Whether someone needed assistance, encouragement, or simply a listening ear, Phil was always there, ready to help in any way he could.

He possessed a gentle spirit, a thoughtful and caring nature, and a hearty laugh that could brighten any room. Phil made people feel valued and heard, and his quiet acts of service and compassion left a lasting impact on all of us.

Beyond his contributions to the Metropolitan Washington Ear, Phil was also deeply devoted to serving others through Saint Didymus Church for the Blind, where he faithfully shared his musical talents as a guitarist in the praise band. His love for music, faith, and community reflected the goodness that defined his life.

Phil’s passing leaves a tremendous hole in our family circle, and his absence will be deeply felt throughout our organization and beyond. The legacy of kindness, service, and humanity that he leaves behind will continue to inspire us all.

Please keep his wife, Ida, and the entire Aiken family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. May they find comfort in the love and support of family, friends, and all whose lives Phil touched so profoundly.

We are grateful for the time we shared with Phil and for the countless ways he enriched our community. He will be sorely missed, lovingly remembered, and forever held in our hearts.

With deepest sympathy,

Marcella A. Copes, Ph.D.
CEO/Executive Director

[bookmark: DC]GETTING AROUND DC WITH LOW VISION
From the POB Seeing Hope Today Newsletter
Getting around the city with vision impairment can feel uncertain at first. But with the right tools and support, public transportation can become a reliable and empowering option.
In our area, that experience is shaped in part by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority's Accessibility Advisory Committee. The committee brings together riders with disabilities, caregivers, and advocates to share real-world feedback and improve how the system works day-to-day.

Sandy Neuzil, POB's Seeing Hope's Low Vision Community Outreach and Support Group Facilitator, serves on the committee, helping ensure that the perspectives of people with low vision are represented in decisions about accessibility across the system.

That input shows up in ways riders can use. Metrorail stations include tactile warning strips along platform edges, audible announcements, and clear visual signage. Elevators and escalators are standard across the system, with ongoing efforts to keep them in service.

For those who are new to public transportation or looking to build confidence, WMATA offers free travel training. These sessions provide step-by-step guidance on how to navigate the system safely, from reading signage to boarding trains and buses. For many, this is an important first step toward traveling more independently.

While rail is often the first choice, Metrobus is another valuable option. With audio stop announcements, low-floor entry, and an extensive network, buses can offer added flexibility and reach more neighborhoods across the region.

Public transportation may not feel easy at first. But with practice, training, and the right information, it can open up more of the city and support greater independence over time.

For more resources and tips, call the Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource and Information Hotline at (301) 951-4444 to speak with a Resource Navigator.
###

[bookmark: Metro]POB RESOURCE OF THE MONTH: METROACCESS PARATRANSIT
WMATA's Metro Access is a shared-ride paratransit service for people living with disabilities who may not have the option to utilize fixed-route public transit, such as Metrobus or Metrorail. The service operates within a three-quarter-mile radius of all Metrorail stations and Metrobus routes in the DC metro area.
For additional information on the service and how to apply for eligibility, click here. 
###

[bookmark: AAPD]
AAPD IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR TONY COELHO MEDIA SCHOLARSHIP
Applications for the 2026 Tony Coelho Media Scholarship are open. High school seniors, undergraduate, and graduate students with disabilities pursuing careers in media, communications, or entertainment are eligible.
This scholarship has been named in honor of Tony Coelho, a former United States Representative from California and the primary author and sponsor of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in the House.
 Deadline: May 29 at 5:00 PM ET.
Learn more and apply at: https://www.aapd.com/tony-coelho-media-scholarship/.
###

[bookmark: ACLU]ACLU IS HIRING A DISABILITY, ACCESSIBILITY & INCLUSION MANAGER
The ACLU seeks applicants for the full-time position of Disability Accessibility & Inclusion (DAI) Manager on the Disability Accessibility & Inclusion (DAI) Team within the Business Operations and Support Services unit of the ACLU's National office in New York, NY.
Learn more and apply at Disability, Accessibility & Inclusion (DAI) Manager | American Civil Liberties Union.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
I and You – The Musical
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described: Wednesday, May 13th at 7:30 pm
I & You: The Musical | Olney Theatre Center

The Great Gatsby
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, May 17th at 7:30pm
The Great Gatsby - Broadway at The National

The Motion
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described: Saturday, May 30th at 2:00 pm
The Motion

Sally and Tom
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Described: Saturday, June 6th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Sally & Tom

Othello
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described: Saturday, June 13th at 2:00 pm 
Othello 25-26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Carla Hall: Please Underestimate Me
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described: Wednesday, June 17th at 7:30 pm
Carla Hall in Please Underestimate Me | Olney Theatre Center

Suffs
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described: Sunday, June 21st at 7:30 pm
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/suffs/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
	






	[bookmark: Rise]###

[bookmark: DBVI]DBVI State Rehabilitation Council
Friday, May 8th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227
Join virtual: Zoom link
   Password: 153899
Or Telephone: Dial: (646) 828 - 7666 (US Toll)  
   Meeting ID: 160 474 8143
   Password: 153899
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting: Victor Reader Stream 3
Saturday, May 9th at 10:00 am
Think you have mastered your Victor Reader Stream 3? Not so fast! This month's Technology User Group (TUG) meeting is pulling back the curtain on the advanced, hidden, and seriously powerful features that most users never tap into. This isn't just another demo. It's a hands-on, guided exploration of the Stream 3 as a reading, learning, and productivity machine. Whether you have been using the Stream for years or you're just a novice Stream user, you will walk away with new tricks and a whole new appreciation for what this handheld device can really do. They will cover:
· Organizing your life with categories for recorded notes
· Pairing your Stream with TuneIn for effortless radio and podcast listening
· Unlocking new reading formats, like BRF and EPUB
· Using Audible directly on your device
· Exploring powerful settings that make everyday use faster and more intuitive
Once you see what the Stream 3 can really do, you will wonder how you ever used it any other way. This session is packed with practical tips, real world examples, and the kind of "oh wow" moments that make TUG meetings legendary.

		Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
 
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 



	Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523





###


[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Goalball 
May 9th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
1480 Girard St. NW
The Metropolitan Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) Goalball practices are held on Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Columbia Heights Community Center. 
What is goalball? It’s the only team sport specifically designed for the blind. It is played by men and women around the world, including in the Paralympics. MWABA launched its goalball program in June 2015, by hosting a goalball clinic at Trinity Washington University. 
For more info, please email Kurt Sloop and Lori Pierce at mwaba.inc@gmail.com.
###
 
[bookmark: ACBVA]American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA) Monthly Program Monday, May 11th at 7:00 pm. 
The featured speaker is Lisa Calhoun. Lisa has had a lifelong love of horses and has worked with them in some capacity for almost 50 years. She has a degree in Animal Science from Middle Tennessee State University. She has owned horses for over 30 years and currently runs her own small horse farm. She will discuss her life with horses and how they have been such a major part of her life. She will also discuss how she has adapted through her changing eyesight. She's always been legally blind, but now has very little usable vision left.
To get the Zoom information for this meeting, please contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org or 703-403-0226.
###

[bookmark: MedStar]MedStar Low Vision Support Group: Healthy Vision Month (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 12th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm on Zoom. 
Join Elizabeth Fernandez Paz, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to discuss all things eye health. Learn how making healthy choices and getting regular eye exams can help reduce the risk of vision loss.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or  click here.
###

[bookmark: SSA]Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits
Tuesday, May 12th from 1:30 to 2:30 pm
Prince George’s County Memorial Library System
Virtual Branch
The Social Security Administration provides protection for workers and their families. Programs provide monthly income to seniors, workers with a disability, children with disabilities, and families in which a spouse or parent has died.
You are invited to this virtual presentation to learn more about disability benefits, eligibility requirements, and the application process.
Register to attend online at Social Security Administration: Disability Benefits - Prince George's County Memorial Library System.
###

[bookmark: Write]Hadley’s Writer’s Circle: Journaling Beyond Pen and Paper
Tuesday, May 12th at 2:00 pm
Explore beginning a journal with alternative formats like the computer, brailler, digital recorder—even artistic journals, with drawings and more. Join to share how you like to jot down your thoughts. 
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Balancing Work and Low Vision (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to learn how to navigate balancing your job and living with low vision. Sam Seavy, Founder of The Blind Life, will join the discussion.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Assistive Technology Showcase (In-Person Event) 
Wednesday, May 13th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse I – Maryland Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join an assistive technology fair featuring representatives from a range of companies showcasing products designed for people with vision loss. The event is open to all.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: What Book Got You Hooked?
Thursday, May 14th at 12:30 pm
May is national “Get Caught Reading” month, focused on activities that inspire a lifelong love of books. In honor of that, discuss the stories that first made you fall in love with reading.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Walk]U.S. Access Board Webinar: Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG
Thursday, May 14th from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
When pedestrians approach an intersection to cross a street, they have a lot of readily available information—such as traffic lights, walk signals, and stop or yield signs—to let them know how vehicles and pedestrians are expected to behave at the street crossing. This information, however, is often not usable by pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision. In this webinar, the presenter will review requirements in the Public Right-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) for accessible pedestrian signals.
For more information or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions can be submitted in advance of the session or can be posed during the live webinar. Webinar attendees can earn continuing education credits. The webinar series is hosted by the ADA National Network in cooperation with the Board. Archived copies of previous Board webinars are available on the site.
Learn more at Walk Sign Is On to Cross: Requirements for Accessible Pedestrian Signals in PROWAG.
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Typing Text Using the DA2
Thursday, May 14th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Virtual Discussion via Zoom
After a presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour. 
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.  
Remember that the meeting is recorded. Do not speak if you do not wish to be on the recording. If you wish to speak, you may request to do so by raising your hand.
To review past programming, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
Questions? Contact:
Tamara Rorie
Head, Patron Engagement Section
tror@loc.gov or nlspes@loc.gov.
###
	



	[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening - The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025)
Saturday, May 16th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library, 901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour, 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description and open captions right on the screen.  


###

[bookmark: Audio]Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
Monday, May 18th from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Virtual Branch
Audiobook lovers, drop in for an informal and wide-ranging discussion without the pressure of reading an assigned title. All readers are welcome whether you read with ears or eyes. Tell us about a book title that you really enjoyed.
NEW: You will need to be logged into Zoom to attend this program. You can create a free account on Zoom using the sign up link on the Zoom website - https://zoom.us/signin. Once you are signed in on Zoom, click on the link below to join the program. You do not need a passcode.  If you have trouble getting in, please call Kensington Park Library at 240-773-9515.
Join Zoom Invite Link
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85480395484
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 854 8039 5484
For security reasons, this program session may be locked 10 minutes after it begins. Please log in promptly.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Echovision Smart Glasses (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, May 19th from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Join Buddy Brannan, Training Specialist at Agiga, for a demonstration of the EchoVision glasses by Agiga. Learn all about smart glasses that were designed by and for people with visual impairments.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Tips]Hadley Resource Roundtable: Tips for Stress-Free Socializing
Tuesday, May 19th at 2:00 pm
Join this discussion group to share tips for navigating social situations with vision loss. From finding your friends to grabbing a snack or drink, they will talk about simple strategies that can make gatherings, events, and everyday meetups easier and more comfortable.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Town Hall: Waymo and Driverless Cars (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, May 20th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Hannah Tuten, Public Affairs Manager at Waymo, to learn about driverless cars. Hear how the technology works, what to expect, and how it may create new transportation options across the DC metro area.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Declutter & Destress with Accessible Labeling
Wednesday, May 20th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm Online via Zoom
Refresh your space and routine this spring with a live webinar exploring accessible labeling tools including the Pen Friend 3 and WayAround, alongside low-tech strategies to help you stay organized and stress-free.
Register at Declutter & Destress with Accessible Labeling - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Aging Eyes: What to Know
Thursday, May 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center 
4433 S. Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Lisa Tom, MD, from Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn how eye health issues such as Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration, and Diabetes can impact vision. Learn why a dilated eye exam is so important!
Sign up by calling (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Dead]Jazz in the Garden: Oh He Dead
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Part of Jazz in the Garden: American Sounds 
Lottery will open Monday, May 11, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 
Kick off the season with Oh He Dead, a five-piece band rooted in DC’s rich tradition of soul, funk, and rock. Led by CJ Bowlin’ Johnson and her golden pipes, the group also includes lead guitarist Alex Salser, Colin Sidley on bass, Adam Ashforth on drums, and Piano Whitman on keys.
The close-knit crew is known for contagious joy and for putting on a hell of a show. Johnson “maneuvers her powerful voice—a combination of Stevie Nicks and Tracy Chapman” (Kojo Nnamdi) in rhythm with the band’s “sublime instrumentation” (NPR) and “infectious and soulful sound” (Washington Post). Their sound balances polish with humor and heart.  
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, May 11, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, May 15, noon
· Results announced: Monday, May 18, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, May 22 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. 
Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health-Living and Thriving
Saturday, May 23rd at 12:00 pm
Location: Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
The upcoming Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving, will explore strategies for emotional resilience and holistic well-being. This session offers a unique opportunity to gain professional insights and community support as they discuss the tools necessary to navigate the challenges of low vision while fostering a fulfilling, vibrant life. 
Matthew Reeves, LPC, CRC, NCC will lead this conversation. As a licensed therapist specializing in support for the low vision community, Matthew brings a wealth of clinical expertise and a deeply personal perspective, as he is personally impacted by Stargardt disease.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Mental Health Living and Thriving — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org
###


[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Why We Love Air Fryers
Wednesday, May 27th at 5:00 pm
Air fryers have become a favorite kitchen tool for many, whether you’re just getting back in the kitchen after vision loss or you’re a master chef. With accessible control options and safe and consistent cooking, it might just be your new favorite healthy alternative to deep-frying or cooking in the oven. 
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Davis]Davis No Pressure Book Discussion - Virtual
Tuesday, May 12th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Virtual Branch
Join this book discussion to discuss what you've been reading and to meet fellow book lovers! You can talk about any book, so there is no pressure.
Please register! The Zoom link will be sent to registrants the day before the discussion.
NEW: You will need to be signed into Zoom to attend this program via the web.
To sign in, you must first create a free account: https://zoom.us/signup
Once you are signed in on Zoom, click on the link below to join the program.
###

[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: Summer Sports with Vision Loss
Tuesday, June 2nd at 2:00 pm
Summer’s here, so it’s time to play some golf, tennis, jog, ride a bike, or just take a walk around the block. Join in to share your tips or pick up a couple new ones.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###
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