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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

June 11, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special note this week the FIFA World Cup 2026™ will feature audio description. Check out the details here.

There’s also information about Fairfax County’s Cooling Assistance program here.

Of course, there’s also the usual wide range of news and events. I hope you enjoy them all.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Crystal City Metro Station Open
· FIFA World Cup 2026™ to feature Audio Descriptive Commentary 
· Cooling Assistance
· Capital Gazette Voter Guide
· AFB Award-Winning Documentary to be Released
· APH ConnectCenter Releases the Second Edition of Getting Started: A Guide for Navigating Life with Vision Loss
· Statistical Snapshots on Blindness
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Accessible Pilates Class (In-Person Event)
· TUG Meeting: Games!
· Medicare Financial Resources
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI Features in Apps (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable: National Organizations for Vision Loss
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Leader Dogs for the Blind (Virtual Event)
· ITAI Webinar Series: iOS New Accessibility Features
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Community Questions
· Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
· iOs VoiceOver Clinic
· Jazz in the Garden: Georgia Heers
· POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
· Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· FFB Insights Forum Call
· Adaptive Football Event 
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AccessAbility Fairfax
###

[bookmark: City]CRYSRAL CITY METRO STATION OPEN
As of June 9, weekend work at Crystal City Metro station is completed two weeks ahead of schedule and rail service is reopened.
###

[bookmark: FIFA]FIFA WORLD CUP 2026™ TO FEATURE AUDIO DESCRIPTIVE COMMENTARY
From David Goldfield
Audio-descriptive commentary (ADC) will be available for all FIFA World Cup 2026 matches, as well as the opening and closing ceremonies. This service enhances the match experience for blind and low vision fans. Commentators provide narration beyond standard radio commentary, describing key visual elements of the match, such as body language, facial expressions, the on–pitch action and the movement of the ball.  
For matches in Canada, commentary will be available in English and French. For matches in the United States and Mexico, commentary will be available in English and Spanish. Fans can access the ADC broadcast through the free FIFA Audio Description app, available on the Google Play Store or Apple App Store.  
The app will provide a full commentary track with a descriptive broadcast from beginning to end. It is not necessary to use the app in conjunction with the Fox Sports broadcast, or in lieu of any other radio broadcast. Consumers will have a couple of options: listen to the app as a stand-alone experience, or they can combine the app with the tv experience. Be aware that listening to the ADC (which will be in real time) while having the game on tv may not be synced up exactly due to tv broadcast delays. 
###

[bookmark: Cool]COOLING ASSISTANCE
Cooling Assistance is here to help Fairfax County households stay safe and cool during the summer. To qualify, at least one person in the home must be age 60 or older, age 5 or younger, or disabled according to Social Security, Medicaid, or a 100% Veterans Administration rating. Applications are accepted from June 15 to August 15. The program may help pay electric bills or security deposits for cooling, repair a central AC or heat pump, or provide a whole‑house fan or one window/portable air conditioning unit when no other working cooling equipment is in the home. Learn more and apply at Cooling Assistance | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: Vot]CAPITAL GAZETTE MARYLAND VOTER GUIDE
Forwarded by MWE Volunteer Evelyn Jemionek
Explore the 2026 voter guide to read, in candidates’ own words, how those seeking your vote evaluate their own decisions, where they diverge with their base, what they think is over- or under-hyped, and more. The guide includes Maryland state and some Maryland county candidates. Click on:
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Maryland voter guide: 2026 races for Congress, General Assembly, county executive and more
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY TO BE RELEASED
Possibilities, the American Foundation for the Blind's award-winning documentary film, will be available June 27 to audiences nationwide. Debuting on the 146th anniversary of Helen Keller's birthday, Possibilities explores what Helen Keller's legacy means today through the experiences of people who are blind or have low vision. It is also the first feature-length documentary released with open audio description for all audiences. Beginning June 27, Possibilities will be available on Apple TV, Amazon Prime Video, Tubi, Biblio+, and Kanopy. 
###

[bookmark: APH]APH CONNECTCENTER RELEASES THE SECOND EDITION OF GETTING STARTED: A GUIDE FOR NAVIGATING LIFE WITH VISION LOSS
This free guide from the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) introduces readers to vision rehabilitation services, daily living strategies, emotional support resources, technology tools, and more. It is designed to help people better understand their options and take meaningful first steps toward living independently with vision loss. Learn more and access the guide today at . APH also offers the Embossable Word Search site to create puzzles that can be downloaded and embossed using a braille embosser or viewed on the Monarch at Embossable Word Search. 
###

[bookmark: Snap]STATISTICAL SNAPSHOTS ON BLINDNESS
Looking for quick highlights of data on blindness? A wide range of statistics, facts, figures, and resources from AFB about Americans who are blind or have low vision is available at:
https://www.afb.org/research-and-initiatives/statistics 
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Othello
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Described Saturday, June 13th at 2:00 pm 
Othello 25-26 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Carla Hall: Please Underestimate Me
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, June 17th at 7:30 pm
Carla Hall in Please Underestimate Me | Olney Theatre Center

Suffs
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, June 21st at 7:30 pm
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/suffs/

CrazySexyCool – The TLC Musical
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 pm
CrazySexyCool

A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder | Olney Theatre Center

Beetlejuice
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, July 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
Beetlejuice - Broadway at The National

	






	
[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

[bookmark: Pilates]Accessible Pilates Class (In-Person Event)
Friday, June 12th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington, DC
Join Amada Garrision, a certified Pilates instructor, for an accessible Pilates class. The class fee is $12. Please bring your own mat. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting: Games!
Saturday, June 13th at 10:00 am
This program will be recorded.
The Technology User Group (TUG) is trading hardware diagnostics and system updates for something far more riveting: games!
That’s right, they're diving into the wildly popular, highly rated world of accessible gaming, where fun and accessibility coexist.
These games are not just playable, they are addictive, clever, and designed so everyone can join the adventure.
· Discover the latest accessible games reviewed on AppleVis.
· Hear honest, lively critiques on how well each title plays with VoiceOver and other accessibility tools.
· Find out which games are actually fun, not just functional.
· Share your own favorites and maybe pick up a new obsession!
Whether you are a casual player, a puzzle fanatic, or someone who just wants to see what all the fuss is about, this session promises laughs, surprises, and a few "Wait, I didn't know my iDevice could do that!" moments. Come ready to play, explore, and enjoy because this TUG meeting is all about fun!
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 
###
	



	



[bookmark: Med]Medicare Financial Resources
Tuesday, June 16th from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Aspen Hill Library
4407 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville
Struggling to keep up with the cost of medications? This free session will walk you through federal, state, & local programs available to help seniors manage prescription drug costs.
Topics covered will include the Low-Income Subsidy (LIS) / Extra Help program and the Maryland Senior Prescription Drug Assistance Program (SPDAP), two valuable resources that many seniors may not know they qualify for.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: AI Features in Apps (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, June 16th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Rachel Schreiman, Low Vision Resource Navigator with POB’s Seeing Hope Resource Center, to learn how AI-powered accessibility apps, such as Seeing AI and Be My Eyes, can support people with vision loss.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Loss]Hadley Resource Roundtable: National Organizations for Vision Loss
Tuesday, June 16th at 2:00 pm
There are many national groups dedicated to supporting people with vision loss. Join this Hadley for a discussion about these organizations and the resources they provide.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Leader Dogs for the Blind (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, June 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join speaker Leslie Hoskin of Leader Dogs for the Blind for an introduction to the Leader Dogs Orientation and Mobility Program and resources that support independence and safe travel. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: ITAI]ITAI Webinar Series: iOS New Accessibility Features
Wednesday, June 17th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Maryland Department of Disabilities Technology Assistance Program
This training explores digital inclusivity by diving into the current and next-generation accessibility features built directly into Apple iOS. They will delve into specific, everyday tools and advanced updates, including Apple Intelligence enhancements, designed to support vision, hearing, physical, and cognitive needs.
Register now through Zoom at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###


[bookmark: Light]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Community Questions
Wednesday, June 17th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm Online via Zoom
A live, online webinar dedicated to answering the community's most commonly asked assistive technology questions — from screen reader basics to the latest in wearable tech.
Topics will range from screen reader fundamentals to the different models of Meta glasses and more. They strongly encourage attendees to submit their questions during registration so they can address as many as possible during the presentation. There will also be dedicated time at the end for live Q&A
More details and registration are at Community Questions - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resources Group Meeting: Audio Description – at home, online, and out and about
Thursday June 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
The session will be led by Sandy Neuzil, Low Vision Community Outreach, Prevention of Blindness Society
When watching TV, streaming shows, at movie theaters, and attending theatrical plays -- did you know you can listen to a voice augment visual information?  In between the dialogue, Audio Description (AD) describes characters’ faces, actions, clothing and more.  AD is available for most recorded TV shows on mainstream TV channels.  A catalog of movies with AD (original or added) is available from the Audio Description Project.  Going to a movie theater? Call ahead to confirm the movie has AD and reserve an AD Headset.  Volunteers at Metropolitan Washington Ear provide live AD at select performances at local playhouses.  Come join the meeting and discussion to learn more about AD.
Register and more information? call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: iOs]iOs VoiceOver Clinic
Thursday, June 18th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW, 205-B C4A Meeting Room
Learn to use iOS VoiceOver as a beginner, then level-up at their Intermediate clinic
VoiceOver is a screen reader that allows you to use the iPhone without sight.
Schedule:
· 11-12: Intro to VoiceOver
· 12-1: Intermediate Drop-in Clinic
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

	
[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Georgia Heers
Friday, June 19th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue NW
Celebrate up-and-coming jazz vocalist Georgia Heers from Greer, South Carolina. Her voice has taken her to iconic jazz venues, where she has performed with musicians such as Terrell Stafford, Cyrus Chestnut, and Camila Meza. She is featured in George Clooney’s Broadway adaptation of Goodnight and Good Luck. A grantee of Chamber Music America, she plans to release her debut album later this year. 
Free registration by lottery is required.
Lottery opens: Monday, June 8, 10:00 a.m.
Lottery closes: Friday, June 12, noon
Results announced: Monday, June 15, 10:00 a.m.
If selected, register for passes by Friday, June 19 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###




[bookmark: POB]POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
Saturday, June 20th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
The Residences at Thomas Circle
1330 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005
You, your friends, and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., Clinical Director of POB's Vision Rehabilitation Clinic and low vision specialist.
Get tickets online at Friends and Family: Seeing Hope – June 20, 2026 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
Keynote Speaker: Jane Settle Stanley
This special POB luncheon is a meaningful opportunity for your friends and family to learn more about low vision and better understand the challenges it can present.
	Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society's Seeing Hope program, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
To purchase tickets, click here or contact Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org.
###

[bookmark: Meta]Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
Tuesday, June 23rd at 2:00 pm
Curious about Meta smart glasses? Whether you’re thinking of buying a pair or already have them, join this Hadley discussion to learn what they can do and how to get the most out of them as a blind or low vision user.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, June 24, 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington, DC.
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills for everyday life. This session will cover how to recognize common Braille markers, including signs, room numbers, and elevator buttons. A second session will be held on July 22. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Insights Forum Call
Wednesday, June 24th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness is pleased to invite you to the upcoming Insights Forum, their quarterly conference call providing updates to the blinding disease community. The focus of this call is to report progress on the Foundation's mission-related initiatives, highlight recent developments, and provide scientific and research updates.
REGISTER TODAY at Insights Forum | Wednesday, June 24, 2026 — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to the online webinar so that you may join the call from any device – computer, phone, or tablet. Please plan to connect a few minutes in advance to make sure your device is linked to the Zoom webinar platform.
###

[bookmark: Foot]Adaptive Football Event 
June 25th at 10:00 am
EL Haynes Public Charter School 
2600 Georgia Avenue, NW
Contact Jocelyn Hunter at Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind at jhunter@clb.org for details about this special adaptive football sports day. This activity will be hosted by Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind. It is mainly for youth who are blind or visually impaired, but adults are eligible to participate. Every participant must complete a waiver that you can receive by contacting Jocelyn.
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
Tuesday June 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
It has been two years since the Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility presented on the topic of accessible gaming. In those two years, games and consoles have been released, software has been designed, and resources have been updated. Accessibility in Video Games Level 2 highlights additional accessibility tools in video games and built into consoles along with examples of modern games that can be played by blind and low vision people. The National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, will present a webinar focused on accessibility in video games. They will discuss:
· An overview of the state of accessibility in gaming.
· Features in mainstream and specialized games that promote equitable play.
· Examples of mainstream and specialized games for blind and low vision players.
Put on some headphones and listen to how blind people play video games.
Register on the NFB CENA Training page https://nfb.org/programs-services/center-excellence-nonvisual-access/events/accessibility-boutique-reg.
###

[bookmark: Club]
Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or visit click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###
 
[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###
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