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June 18, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Did you know that Metro Access changes are coming July 1st?  Click here for information on how to join the ACBVA Zoom for more details.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· iOS 27 Brings Major Accessibility Advances Powered by Apple Intelligence
· Be My Eyes on Your Computer
· Smithsonian Folklife Events in June and July - Accessibility Available
· Ability Magazine Article “Celebrating 36 Years of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Its Informational Network
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Kensington Concert Series
· POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
· Virtual ACBVA Meeting to Discuss Metro Access Changes
· Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· FFB Insights Forum Call
· MWABA First Ever Trivia Night 
· Adaptive Football Event 
· iOS VoiceOver Clinic
· Federal Workers Support Group
· Jazz Series with The Parks Main Street
· Jazz in the Garden: Sally Baby’s Silver Dollars
· MWABA Hiking Group Bird Walk 
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
· That All May eRead: Typing Special Characters Using Your NLS eReader
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille Triumphs and Struggles
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
· Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
· Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AccessAbility Fairfax
###

[bookmark: iOS]iOS 27 BRINGS MAJOR ACCESSIBILITY ADVANCES POWERED BY APPLE INTELLIGENCE
From the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
Apple's upcoming iOS 27 release introduces a significant focus on accessibility enhancements, many of them powered by Apple Intelligence. These updates expand tools like VoiceOver, Magnifier, Voice Control, and Accessibility Reader, offering more context, enhanced descriptions, and more natural interaction for users with visual, motor, and cognitive disabilities.
· Siri will now be known as Siri AI. Siri AI has improved speech that is customizable, offering meaningful interactions with the user.  
· VoiceOver receives one of the largest upgrades. A new Image Explorer provides far more detailed descriptions of photos, documents, and other visual content across the system. Users can also press the iPhone's Action button to ask follow‑up questions about what the camera sees, enabling real‑time visual understanding.
· Magnifier gains similar intelligence, offering high‑contrast visual descriptions and support for spoken commands such as "zoom in" or "turn on flashlight."
· Upcoming changes will allow Voice Control users to navigate apps using natural language instead of memorizing exact labels — commands like "tap the orange folder" or "open that button at the top" now work intuitively.
· The updated Accessibility Reader can handle complex layouts, create summaries, and translate content while preserving formatting. Meanwhile, Apple Intelligence enables automatic subtitles for uncaptioned videos across iPhone, iPad, Mac, and Apple TV, processed privately on device. Together, these features mark one of Apple's most substantial accessibility expansions to date. Keep in mind that Apple Intelligence will work best on newer iPhone models.
	###



[bookmark: Be]BE MY EYES ON YOUR COMPUTER
From the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
The Be My Eyes app has expanded to Windows, bringing fast, AI-powered support directly to your computer.
· Describe Your Screen: Get clear explanations of application, buttons, menus, and web page layouts making any on-screen content easier to understand.
· Describe Images: Upload photos or documents from your computer and receive detailed descriptions within seconds.
· Describe Online Images: As you browse, the app can describe images on websites, so no visual content goes unexplained.
· Video Calls: Be My Eyes can tell you if you're centered, have good lighting, or if there are any obstructions before you join a meeting.
Download for Windows: https://www.bemyeyes.com/download-app/
	###



[bookmark: Folk]SMITHSONIAN FOLKLIFE EVENTS IN JUNE AND JULY – ACCESSIBILITY AVAILABLE
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
The Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage will host free programs in the Smithsonian Arts + Industries Building from June 16th to July 12th.
Storied Objects – a pop-up exhibition featuring objects and stories from past Folklife Festivals will include Large Print and Braille Guides featuring exhibit text and object descriptions.   
Audio-described/touch tours of the Storied Objects exhibition, the stunning architecture of the Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building, featured artist demonstrations, and the Folklife Marketplace will also be available. 
The festival is also a location for the Aira Access verbal description service. Visitors can download the free Aira app on their smartphone and speak to an Aira agent (data usage rates may apply if not using a Smithsonian Wi-Fi network).  Sighted-guide services may be requested at the Accessibility Information Table and are provided as available. 
Check out our online schedule to learn more about all these programs.  
Accessibility Information is also available on their website.  For additional accessibility questions, please call 202.633.7488 or email folklife@si.edu  with the subject line "Accessibility." 
###

[bookmark: Ability]ABILITY MAGAZINE ARTICLE “CELEBRATING 36 YEARS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND ITS INFORMATIONAL NETWORK
This article highlights the ADA National Network (ADANN). The ADANN is a reliable source of education and practical guidance on all aspects of the ADA.
“Celebrating 36 Years of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Its Informational Network”
https://abilitymagazine.com/celebrating-36-years-of-the-americans-with-disabilities-act-and-its-informational-network/ 
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Suffs
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Described Sunday, June 21st at 7:30 pm
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/suffs/

CrazySexyCool – The TLC Musical
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 pm
CrazySexyCool

Beetlejuice
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, July 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
Beetlejuice - Broadway at The National

A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder | Olney Theatre Center

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	



[bookmark: Kens]Kensington Concert Series
Join the Kensington Historical Society for their Summer Concert Series every Saturday at 10:00 am at Howard Avenue Park across from the farmer's market. Concerts run weekly through mid-September. Check out the lineup at Summer Concert Series – Kensington Historical Society.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Friends and Family: Seeing Hope
Saturday, June 20th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
(Doors open at 11:30 a.m.)
The Residences at Thomas Circle
1330 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005
You, your friends, and your family are invited to a luncheon panel discussion moderated by Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., Clinical Director of POB's Vision Rehabilitation Clinic and low vision specialist.
Get tickets online at Friends and Family: Seeing Hope – June 20, 2026 – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
	Keynote Speaker: Jane Settle Stanley
Exhibitors will showcase their valuable resources, tools, and technologies, including the Prevention of Blindness Society's Seeing Hope program, Atlantic Low Vision, and VOMA Technologies & Training (list subject to change).
Tickets: $22 per person
(Lunch included)
To purchase tickets, click here or contact Tara Aziz at (202) 234-1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org.
###
 
[bookmark: ACBVA]Virtual ACBVA Meeting to Discuss Metro Access Changes
Monday, June 22nd at 7:00 pm
Metro Access changes are coming July 1st.  Join ACB Zoom to learn more details. They have arranged for Christiaan Blake, the director of the Metro Access paratransit program here in the Washington, DC area, to speak to explain the changes that will take effect. This is also a chance for you to share your feedback with him about how this valuable program can be improved.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89263046030?pwd=Hym4snZ87JCvep1zULNLnp1TL8OF8l.1
Meeting ID: 892 6304 6030
Passcode: 887293
---
One tap mobile
+16469313860,,89263046030# US
+19292056099,,89263046030# US (New York)
---
Dial In:
+1 301 715 8592 (Washington DC)
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact RoseAnn Ashby at 703-403-0226 or roseann@acbva.org.
###

[bookmark: Meta]Hadley Tech It Out: What’s New with Meta Glasses
Tuesday, June 23rd at 2:00 pm
Curious about Meta smart glasses? Whether you’re thinking of buying a pair or already have them, join this Hadley discussion to learn what they can do and how to get the most out of them as a blind or low vision user.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event) 
Wednesday, June 24th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington, DC.
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills for everyday life. This session will cover how to recognize common Braille markers, including signs, room numbers, and elevator buttons. A second session will be held on July 22nd. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Insights Forum Call
Wednesday, June 24th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness is pleased to invite you to the upcoming Insights Forum, their quarterly conference call providing updates to the blinding disease community. The focus of this call is to report progress on the Foundation's mission-related initiatives, highlight recent developments, and provide scientific and research updates.
REGISTER TODAY at Insights Forum | Wednesday, June 24, 2026 — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to the online webinar so that you may join the call from any device – computer, phone, or tablet. Please plan to connect a few minutes in advance to make sure your device is linked to the Zoom webinar platform.
###

[bookmark: Trivia]MWABA First Ever Trivia Night 
Wednesday, June 24th at 7:00 pm
Irish Channel Pub, 500 H Street, NW
The Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) 
Trivia begins at 7 PM but recommend you arrive by 6:45 PM. They will divide into multiple teams with at least one sighted person each. Please RSVP here (https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform) if you plan to attend.
###

[bookmark: Foot]Adaptive Football Event 
June 25th at 10:00 am
EL Haynes Public Charter School 
2600 Georgia Avenue, NW
Contact Jocelyn Hunter at Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind at jhunter@clb.org for details about this special adaptive football sports day. This activity will be hosted by Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind. It is mainly for youth who are blind or visually impaired, but adults are eligible to participate. Every participant must complete a waiver that you can receive by contacting Jocelyn.
###

[bookmark: Clinic]iOS VoiceOver Clinic
Thursday, June 25th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street,NW, 205-H Accessibility Program Room
Learn to use iOS VoiceOver as a beginner, then level-up at the Intermediate clinic
VoiceOver is a screen reader that allows you to use the iPhone without sight.
Schedule:
· 11-12: Intro to VoiceOver
· 12-1: Intermediate Drop-in Clinic
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Fed]Federal Workers Support Group
Thursday, June 25th from 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Arlington Central Library
1015 North Quincy Street, Arlington 
Whether you were a federal employee, federal contractor, or otherwise impacted by the federal workforce reductions, join in this support group to share your experiences and learn from others.
Certified executive coach Eva Hogan will facilitate a group conversation about how to think through what comes next and begin taking actions to move forward with your career. Arlington Public Library will also provide available resources to help you find new employment should the need arise. Please note, this program will not be livestreamed or recorded.
For more information, please email LibraryPrograms@arlingtonva.us. 
###

[bookmark: Parks]Jazz Series with The Parks Main Street
Thursday, June 25th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Lamond-Riggs/Lillian J. Huff Neighborhood Library
5401 South Dakota Avenue, NE,
This session features dynamic ensembles and artists who draw inspiration from jazz, world music, and contemporary styles, creating immersive musical journeys that honor the roots of jazz while exploring new directions. Their work centers on entertainment, education, and cultural connection, offering audiences both inspiration and insight.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Sally Baby’s Silver Dollars
Friday, June 26th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th St and Constitution Avenue, NW
Fresh off their NPR Tiny Desk Concert, seven-piece band Sally Baby’s Silver Dollars is coming to Jazz in the Garden. Their vibrant, genre-bending sound draws on Creole jazz, New Orleans R&B, second line rhythms, and calypso.
Free registration required. 
The concert lottery is open now and will close at noon on Friday, June 19. 
	Enter the lottery 


 
· Lottery opens: Monday, June 15, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, June 19, noon
· Results announced: Monday, June 22, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, June 26 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###


[bookmark: Hike]MWABA Hiking Group Bird Walk 
Saturday, June 27th from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Rock Creek Park Golf Course 
6100 16th St. NW
Join a bird walk with the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) and the D.C. Bird Alliance. They have a large deck at the clubhouse where you can listen for many species. There are chairs there, and guests are welcome to bring their own blankets or chairs, as well. You can also take short walks on some of the trails.
Sign up https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfvU-TE8oIM4qYhcPXX9G5vX-XduoAA5ehiUFBjPj3OD0Hkg/viewform
###

[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
Tuesday June 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
It has been two years since the Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility presented on the topic of accessible gaming. In those two years, games and consoles have been released, software has been designed, and resources have been updated. Accessibility in Video Games Level 2 highlights additional accessibility tools in video games and built into consoles along with examples of modern games that can be played by blind and low vision people. The National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, will present a webinar focused on accessibility in video games. They will discuss:
· An overview of the state of accessibility in gaming.
· Features in mainstream and specialized games that promote equitable play.
· Examples of mainstream and specialized games for blind and low vision players.
Register on the NFB CENA Training page https://nfb.org/programs-services/center-excellence-nonvisual-access/events/accessibility-boutique-reg.
###

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead: Typing Special Characters Using Your NLS eReader
Tuesday, June 30th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille Triumphs and Struggles
Thursday, July 2nd at 12:30 pm
Do you ever say, “Yay, I did it!” or “Argh, this is so hard”? Join to discuss the moments that make us proud and the moments of frustration that come with learning braille.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired
###

[bookmark: Rec]Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
Tuesday, July 7th at 2:00 pm
Love hiking, camping, national parks, or just spending time outside? Join the chat to share tips, stories, and ideas for your next adventure.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
Thursday, July 9th at 12:30 pm
Whether it’s a tale of a clever sea creature, an adventurous journey across the ocean or a relaxing poolside read, how does water flow through your favorite stories? Join us this month as we dive into water-themed reads.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired
###

[bookmark: Club]
Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###
 
[bookmark: Digital]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
	Tuesday, July 14th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Join speakers from federal and state government agencies for a webinar on digital accessibility in the United States. This session will provide a review of U.S. accessibility laws, share helpful resources, and dive into implementation—covering lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations for the future.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at https://www.accessibilityonline.org/cioc-508/session/?id=111223. 
###




[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
Tuesday, July 14th at 2:00 pm
Prompts can be fun and productive, but there are more ways to warm up and get writing—like interviewing a character, describing with your five senses, and more. Join the discussion to share your favorites or just listen and learn.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 22nd beginning at 6:30 pm
Westin DC’s Downtown Rock Creek Ballroom 
999 9th St NW
Every year, AAPD's ADA Celebration brings together disability community leaders, advocates, partners, and elected officials to celebrate the legacy of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the decades of advocacy that led to its passage.
This year, they will recognize the progress made in the 36 years since the ADA's passage, reflect on the work ahead, and honor those whose leadership made the ADA possible.
Tickets are now available, and space is limited. Get your tickets at 2026 ADA Celebration - AAPD.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###
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