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June 25, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Would you like to know more about Meta smart glasses? This week’s MWE Update has the link to a recording that has full details about using them here and an Alexandria in-person support group meeting that will be discussing them here.

It’s also outdoor concert season. Check out the concerts at the National Gallery of Art here, Strathmore Music Center here and the Smithsonian Art Museum here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Montgomery County, MD Veteran Resources
· FFB Science Update
· Learn More About Meta Smart Glasses with Low Vision Now Recording 
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· MWABA Hiking Group Bird Walk 
· Martin Luther King Jr.: An Opera 
· VIP Falls Church Meeting: When Sight Is Lost: From Loss to Living Fully
· NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
· That All May eRead: Typing Special Characters Using Your NLS eReader
· iOs VoiceOver Clinic 
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille Triumphs and Struggles
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
· Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· Jazz in the Garden: Garry Burnside Hill Country Blues 
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
· Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AccessAbility Fairfax 
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· 
###

[bookmark: Vets]MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD VETERAN RESOURCES 
Are you a veteran, service member, family member, caregiver, or survivor in Montgomery County and not sure where to start? 
The Montgomery County Commission on Veterans Affairs maintains local resource information to help connect residents with benefits, health care, counseling, housing support, employment resources, and more. 
Below are links to six resources.
1. Montgomery County Veterans Homepage  https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/veterans 
2. Veterans Network Directory  https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/vnd
3. Veterans Information & Resources e-newsletter  https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/govdelivery
4. MyVA311: 1-844-698-2311  https://www.va.gov/contact-us/
5. Commission on Veterans Affairs Facebook www.facebook.com/MCGCVA
6. Serving Together – information and resources www.servingtogetherproject.org 
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB SCIENCE UPDATE
Potential Oral Stargardt Treatment Advances to Phase 3 Clinical Trial
A new emerging oral treatment for Stargardt disease – gildeuretinol acetate (ALK-001) from Alkeus Pharmaceuticals – continues progressing through clinical trials with a first patient in Erie, Pennsylvania dosed with the treatment in the company's global Phase 3 NORTHSTAR Study.
READ THE FULL ARTICLE.  
###

[bookmark: Glenda]LEARN MORE ABOUT META SMART GLASSES WITH LOW VISION NOW RECORDING
From https://www.lowvisionnow.org and forwarded by David Goldfield
On the June 6th Low Vision Now monthly zoom meeting, Glenda Such, M. Ed., gave a thorough presentation on using Meta smart glasses. 
For those who do not know about Meta smart glasses, they are a set of normal looking thick framed glasses with a small talking computer with artificial intelligence build right into the frames. Through the speakers in the frames near the ear, its voice can tell you what is around, read printed materials such as mail, menus, directions on products, and print on products in stores. It also can look at clothes and describe the color and pattern, if there are wrinkles or stains, help decide which fruit or vegetable in a store is the better one to buy, if bread has any mold on either side, and when walking, upon request, can tell if there is an obstacle in the path.
 
Beyond discussing those features, Glenda showed what else the glasses can and cannot do, how to get the answers you are looking for, when to use the Live AI feature verses the Hey Meta feature, what games you can play with the reactive AI, and what to do when the glasses give an error type of message. In addition, Glenda covered the use of a wearable light weight external battery to extend the time of use of the first generation of the glasses, weather conditions effects on any of the smart glasses, prices of glasses at the time of the presentation, and even told participants how Meta smart glasses can tell users the keystrokes or gestures to use JAWS, NVDA, Narrator, Fusion, Voiceover, Office and both windows and Apple products.
Here is the link to either listen to or download the recording/video of Glenda Such’s presentation on Meta smart glasses.
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/743JR2COTwaVnpl7fxa2-iIBVtF1U44qTE_dTAERCMUqjdr7dnv_kuFb8qIFVxmb.trQ0R_xCPQNWXUY2.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
CrazySexyCool – The TLC Musical
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 pm
CrazySexyCool

Beetlejuice
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, July 12th, 2026 at 7:30 pm
Beetlejuice - Broadway at The National

A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder | Olney Theatre Center

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR
[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Lawn]FREE Live From the Lawn Concerts
On Wednesdays (and one Saturday) July 1st through August 12th 
Strathmore Music Center
5301 Tuckerman Lane, North Bethesda
Enjoy dinner and drinks from the Gazebo Grill or bring your own. 
The 2026 Live From the Lawn Lineup is available at Summer at Strathmore.
###

[bookmark: Hike]
MWABA Hiking Group Bird Walk 
Saturday, June 27th from 9:00 to 11:00 am
Rock Creek Park Golf Course 
6100 16th St. NW
Join a bird walk with the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) and the D.C. Bird Alliance. They have a large deck at the clubhouse where you can listen for many species. There are chairs there, and guests are welcome to bring their own blankets or chairs, as well. You can also take short walks on some of the trails.
Sign up https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfvU-TE8oIM4qYhcPXX9G5vX-XduoAA5ehiUFBjPj3OD0Hkg/viewform
###

[bookmark: MLK]Martin Luther King Jr.: An Opera
Saturday, June 27th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
Auditorium
901G Street, NW
Concert Reading of Martin Luther King Jr. - An Opera in three acts
Join the library for local composer Everett Williams Jr.'s opera about Martin Luther King Jr. This work has never been performed in full, so this open reading of the work will be a premiere with soloists, a chorus, and piano.
###


[bookmark: VIP]Falls Church VIP Meeting: When Sight Is Lost: From Loss to Living Fully
Monday, June 29th at 2:00 pm
IN PERSON (with ZOOM option, "listen only")
Thomas Jefferson Library, 
7415 Arlington Blvd, Falls Church, VA 22042 
Edlyn (Lyn) Jordan of the Prevention of Blindness Society (POB) will share her story and talk about the psycho-social impacts, challenges and strategies of dealing with vision loss and blindness. 
Edlyn was diagnosed with Stargardts disease in 2008 and has spent the years since learning not only to adapt to vision loss, but to live a full and meaningful life. 
As a Resource Navigator with the Prevention of Blindness Society, Lyn helps individuals and families connect with services, resources, and support that promote independence and an improved quality of life. Combining her professional training with her lived experience of vision loss, she is passionate about encouraging others to move beyond loss and discover new possibilities.
This will be the last VIP meeting for the summer. They will reconvene in September to begin a new program year! 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83037217408?pwd=tiQJsaCVa7VdGuDy0XmmqXvCRlVfeR.1 

Meeting ID: 830 3721 7408
Passcode: 1234
---
One tap mobile
+13092053325,,83037217408# US
+13126266799,,83037217408# US (Chicago)
###


[bookmark: NFB]NFB CENA Access On Webinar Series: Accessible Gaming
Tuesday June 30th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
It has been two years since the Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility presented on the topic of accessible gaming. In those two years, games and consoles have been released, software has been designed, and resources have been updated. Accessibility in Video Games Level 2 highlights additional accessibility tools in video games and built into consoles along with examples of modern games that can be played by blind and low vision people. The National Federation of the Blind, in partnership with the Maryland Department of Disabilities, will present a webinar focused on accessibility in video games. They will discuss:
· An overview of the state of accessibility in gaming.
· Features in mainstream and specialized games that promote equitable play.
· Examples of mainstream and specialized games for blind and low vision players.
Register on the NFB CENA Training page https://nfb.org/programs-services/center-excellence-nonvisual-access/events/accessibility-boutique-reg.
###

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead: Typing Special Characters Using Your NLS eReader
Tuesday, June 30th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: iOs]iOs VoiceOver Clinic
Thursday, July 2nd from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library – Central Library
901 G Street, NW, 205-B C4A Meeting Room
Learn to use iOS VoiceOver as a beginner, then level-up at the Intermediate clinic
VoiceOver is a screen reader that allows you to use the iPhone without sight.
Do you want to start with VoiceOver gestures and get a real overview of iOS and Voiceover? Learn to navigate the phone with VoiceOver, use the rotor, use the SeeingAI and BeMyEyes apps to scan and read printed material, and have a sighted volunteer access your phone camera and describe your surroundings, and other tasks.
Schedule:
· 11-12: Intro to VoiceOver
· 12-1: Intermediate Drop-in Clinic
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Braille Triumphs and Struggles
Thursday, July 2nd at 12:30 pm
Do you ever say, “Yay, I did it!” or “Argh, this is so hard”? Join to discuss the moments that make us proud and the moments of frustration that come with learning braille.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired
###

[bookmark: Rec]Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
Tuesday, July 7th at 2:00 pm
Love hiking, camping, national parks, or just spending time outside? Join the chat to share tips, stories, and ideas for your next adventure.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
Thursday, July 9th at 12:30 pm
Whether it’s a tale of a clever sea creature, an adventurous journey across the ocean or a relaxing poolside read, how does water flow through your favorite stories? Join us this month as we dive into water-themed reads.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired
###

[bookmark: SAAM]Take 5: Jazz at SAAM with Joshua Bayer
Thursday, July 9th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Smithsonian American Art Museum Kogod Courtyard
8th and G Streets, NW 
Celebrate a uniquely American art form with Take 5: Jazz at SAAM, a series of free, live performances. Jazz guitarist, bassist, and composer Joshua Bayer will perform a selection of his 1960s post-bop-influenced original compositions. Bayer currently serves on the faculty of American University, where he is Musician in Residence and director of the AU Jazz Orchestra.  
Registration is encouraged at Overview ⋮ Take 5: Jazz at SAAM with Joshua Bayer ⋮ Blackthorn Events.
[bookmark: Club]###


Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###
 
[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Garry Burnside Hill Country Blues 
Friday, July 10th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
https://www.nga.gov/calendar/jazz-garden-american-sounds/garry-burnside?evd=202607102200 
Take an immersive journey into Hill Country blues with Garry Burnside, a two-time Grammy-nominated artist, guitarist, bassist, singer, and songwriter. The son of the legendary R.L. Burnside, he is carrying forward a deep musical legacy while forging his own path. His sound blends hypnotic rhythms, raw groove, and modern energy rooted in North Mississippi tradition.
The required free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, June 29, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 3, noon
· Results announced: Monday, July 6, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, July 10 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: Digital]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
	Tuesday, July 14th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Join speakers from federal and state government agencies for a webinar on digital accessibility in the United States. This session will provide a review of U.S. accessibility laws, share helpful resources, and dive into implementation—covering lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations for the future.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at https://www.accessibilityonline.org/cioc-508/session/?id=111223. 
###





[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
Tuesday, July 14th at 2:00 pm
Prompts can be fun and productive, but there are more ways to warm up and get writing—like interviewing a character, describing with your five senses, and more. Join the discussion to share your favorites or just listen and learn.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 22nd beginning at 6:30 pm
Westin DC’s Downtown Rock Creek Ballroom 
999 9th St NW
Every year, AAPD's ADA Celebration brings together disability community leaders, advocates, partners, and elected officials to celebrate the legacy of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the decades of advocacy that led to its passage.
This year, they will recognize the progress made in the 36 years since the ADA's passage, reflect on the work ahead, and honor those whose leadership made the ADA possible.
Tickets are now available, and space is limited. Get your tickets at 2026 ADA Celebration - AAPD.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###
[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###






	



4

image1.png
https://washear.org





1       12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904  –   301 - 681 - 6636   https://washear.org/listener - newsletters          June 25, 2026     Dear Listeners,     Would you like to know more about  Meta  s mart  g lasses ? This week’s  MWE Update has  the   link to a   recording   that has full details  about  using  them  here   and  an Alexandria in - person  support group  meeting that will  be discussi ng   them  here .     It’s also outdoor concert season. Check out the concerts at the National  Gallery of Art  here , Strathmore Music Center  here   and the Smithsonian  Art Museum  here .     Cheers,   Sylvia   sylvia@washear.org       Here are the links to   all   the items below :        Montgomery County, MD Veteran Resources      FFB Science Update      Learn More About Meta Smart Glasses with Low Vision Now  Recording       Theater Update      Calendar   ▫   Replay POB Events   ▫   MWABA Hiking Group Bird Walk   

