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July 9, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special note this week MWE was recently awarded a $36,000 Bond Bill Grant from the State of Maryland, specifically earmarked for a top-to-bottom modernization of our critical control room and studio.
Read all about it here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Celebrate MWE’s 52 Years of Service
· Transforming Our Sound: MWE Secures State Grant for Critical Studio Upgrades
· Hadley Blog Update
· ACBVA Technology and Training Fund Opens August 1st 
· Fairfax County Celebrates the Americans with Disabilities Act 36th Anniversary
· Tech Alert: A New Way To Air Fry
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour
· Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: the Kindle app for iOS and Alexa
· NLS Patron Corner 
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
· Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
· Know Your Rights: Disability and How You're Protected (Virtual Program)
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Webinar: Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· AFB Research Webinar: Bridging the Rehab Gap: Agency and Client Perspectives on Vision Rehabilitation 
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
· Jazz in the Garden: Red Baraat (Bhangra funk)
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
· AccessAbility Fairfax 
· Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
· MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie 
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
###

[bookmark: MWE]CELEBRATE MWE’S 52 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Metropolitan Washington Ear (MWE) has provided vital, life-changing services to the blind and visually impaired community for over half a century. As we celebrate our 52nd Anniversary, we are launching a critical fundraising campaign to raise $10,000 by July 31. Meeting this goal ensures that our specialized programming remains entirely free and accessible to those who need it most.
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Grant]TRANSFORMING OUR SOUND: MWE SECURES STATE GRANT FOR CRITICAL STUDIO UPGRADES
We have some incredibly exciting news to share with our Metropolitan Washington Ear community! MWE was recently awarded a $36,000 Bond Bill Grant from the State of Maryland.
This funding is a major milestone for us, specifically earmarked for a top-to-bottom modernization of our critical control room and studio.
Why This Matters
To keep delivering the high-quality programming you rely on, our physical infrastructure has to keep pace with rapid technological changes. Over time, broadcasting gear ages, and production needs evolve. This grant allows us to tackle those challenges head-on by:
· Upgrading Core Tech: Acquiring essential new assets and replacing outdated or damaged equipment.
· Optimizing the Space: Redesigning and renovating the control room layout to ensure our engineers and producers can work with maximum efficiency.
· Securing Our Broadcasts: Enhancing our overall production capabilities to guarantee high-performance, uninterrupted operations.
Ultimately, this project is about resilience. It ensures that MWE remains a modern, fully equipped facility capable of supporting our mission and serving our audience for years to come.
The Power of Your Support
While infrastructure grants like this build the foundation of our physical space, they don't cover the day-to-day costs of keeping our station on the air. This grant is a wonderful validation of MWE's value to the state of Maryland, but our heartbeat remains our community of loyal donors. Your everyday contributions are what transform this new equipment into the vital programming, stories, and connections we share daily.
We are incredibly grateful to the State of Maryland for this opportunity, and deeply thankful to you—our donors—for ensuring we always have a community to broadcast to.
Stay tuned for updates as the studio renovations get underway!
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Blog]HADLEY BLOG UPDATE
From Maryland LBPD Newsletter
Living with vision loss brings many changes — learning about an eye condition, finding new ways to do everyday things, and managing the emotions that come with it. That's why Hadley created Vision, Loss, Help & Hope, a blog offering practical ideas, honest conversations, and encouragement from others on the same path. Posts cover topics like where to find help after a diagnosis, five free apps that make daily life easier, and how to find a way forward.
HadleyHelps.org | 800-323-4238 | info@HadleyHelps.org
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING FUND OPENS AUGUST 1st
The ACBVA Technology and Training Fund will begin accepting applications on August 1. The fund will provide direct assistance to ACBVA members as well as blind and low vision individuals throughout Virginia.
The fund was established in memory of longtime ACBVA member and friend, Vicki Ratcliffe, who loved new assistive technology and understood the tremendous benefits it can provide in helping blind and low vision people maintain or regain independence.
Vicki was also a teacher and mentor who generously helped others learn to use the technology that supported her own life.
What the Fund May Support
The fund is being developed to help blind and low vision Virginians access resources that can increase independence.
Customers may request assistance with:
·      Technology
·      Training to use new technology
·      Training to become more proficient with technology they already own
·      Technical support for challenges encountered in daily life
·      Low-tech items that can increase independence
The fund is not limited only to high-tech equipment.
Multiple Ways to Apply
An online application is being developed, but customers will not be limited to applying online.
Applications may also be accepted:
·      By mail
·      By Email
·      By phone with assistance
Additional information, program guidelines, customer materials, and information for trainers and technical support providers will be available as the program launches.
For more information about participating as a customer, trainer, or technical support provider, contact:
tech-fund@acbva.org
###

[bookmark: Fairfax]FAIRFAX COUNTY CELEBRATES THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
This July marks the 36th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This landmark civil rights law, signed on July 26, 1990, prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities. ADA Anniversary Month honors the progress made and recognizes the work still needed to achieve full accessibility and inclusion.
As part of the #ADA36 celebration, the Fairfax County Department of Family Services invites you to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Proclamation on Tuesday, July 14, at 9:30 a.m. at the Fairfax County Government Center Board Auditorium. During the Board of Supervisors' meeting, the ADA will be recognized, and a member of the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board will speak honoring this significant occasion. 
Learn more about the ADA and its resources at ADA Anniversary Tool Kit.
###

[bookmark: Fry]TECH ALERT: A NEW WAY TO AIR FRY
From the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD)
The latest innovation in accessible culinary technology is a voice-guided kitchen appliance designed to simplify air frying and related cooking tasks.
The Emerson SmartVoice Air Fryer supports a full suite of functions—including baking, broiling, air frying, warming, and dehydrating—all activated entirely through spoken commands. Notably, the device operates without reliance on Wi‑Fi or third‑party voice assistants. Further information is available at the manufacturer's site:
emersonsmart.com/collections/smartvoice-air-fryers.
###

	


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
CrazySexyCool – The TLC Musical
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 pm
CrazySexyCool

Beetlejuice
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, July 12th at 7:30 pm
Beetlejuice - Broadway at The National

A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder | Olney Theatre Center

1776
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
Correction: Described Sunday, July 26th at 2:00 pm
AudienceView Professional

The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Club]
Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###


[bookmark: NPG]Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour
Saturday, July 11th from 10:00 to 11:30 am
Saturday, August 8th from 10:00 to 11:30 am
801 F Street, NW
Tours will meet in the G Street lobby.
Vanessa Jones will be leading a verbal description tour geared towards blind and low-vision visitors, of select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition. This sensory-focused gallery talk will incorporate rich storytelling, verbal description, and the opportunity to interact with tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group (TUG) Meeting: The Kindle App for iOS and  Alexa
Saturday, July 11th at 10:00 am
If instant access to millions of books and magazines sounds appealing, this is a must-attend session. They will explore the real story behind Kindle accessibility:
· How well does the iOS app actually work with Voiceover when you're reading, browsing, or navigating long texts?
· Is the Alexa Kindle skill strong enough to become part of your daily reading routine?
· What challenges do users commonly face — and how can you work around them?
· And yes, they're even tackling the big question: Is Kindle Unlimited worth the subscription price, or is it just another hyped service that doesn't deliver?
If you've ever wished for more reading options, more flexibility, or more control over how you access books, this session is designed for you. Bring your curiosity, your questions, and maybe even your own Kindle frustrations. 
Join Zoom Meeting: Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom.
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
One Tap Mobile:
+13017158592,,6562037293#
###

[bookmark: NLS]NLS Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: From Analog to Digital 
Monday, July 13th at 7:00 pm 
Hosted by the NLS Patron Engagement Section. 
The program will feature NLS narrators who have experienced both sides of the coin. The session will last 90 minutes and will be the first of two sessions celebrating the 20th anniversary of BARD, which NLS began pilot testing in 2006. (Part two is scheduled for October.)
Join at:
https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1655016252?pwd=NGMDuSL7yLCTFWCb5oi6euoNWlpnG6.1.
###

[bookmark: Digital]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
	Tuesday, July 14th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Join speakers from federal and state government agencies for a webinar on digital accessibility in the United States. This session will provide a review of U.S. accessibility laws, share helpful resources, and dive into implementation—covering lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations for the future.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at https://www.accessibilityonline.org/cioc-508/session/?id=111223. 
###




[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
Tuesday, July 14th at 2:00 pm
Prompts can be fun and productive, but there are more ways to warm up and get writing—like interviewing a character, describing with your five senses, and more. Join the discussion to share your favorites or just listen and learn.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

	[bookmark: Rights]Know Your Rights: Disability and How You're Protected (Virtual Program)
Tuesday, July 14th at 6:30 pm
With Attorneys Deepinder Goraya and Jessica Hunt-Khouri


A Zoom presentation and discussion on the rights of people with disabilities under federal and local laws, including how these relate to housing, employment, public accommodation, higher education, and digital accessibility. Presented by the DC Public Library Center for Accessibility in partnership with GH Disability Law Group.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Map]Lighthouse Guild Webinar: Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area
Wednesday, July 15th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
A live, online webinar exploring map and navigation apps designed to help blind and low vision users get oriented and travel independently outdoors.
They will cover apps designed specifically for accessibility like Lazarillo and BlindSquare, as well as how widely available GPS tools like Google Maps can support outdoor navigation. The session will highlight practical insights, real-world use cases, and time for questions and discussion.
Topics Will Include
· Overview of Lazarillo and BlindSquare navigation apps
· How to use Google Maps and other mainstream GPS tools accessibly
· Practical tips for navigating both familiar and unfamiliar areas
· Real-world use cases for blind and low vision users
· Live Q&A and group discussion
Register at Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area - Lighthouse Guild
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 22nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills for everyday life. This session will cover how to recognize common Braille markers, including signs, room numbers, and elevator buttons. A second session for those who could not attend on June 24th.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Research Webinar: Bridging the Rehab Gap: Agency and Client Perspectives on Vision Rehabilitation Service Barriers for Older People New to Vision Loss
Wednesday, July 22nd at 12:00 pm
AFB's research team, led by Dr. Arielle Silverman, will share preliminary findings on how older Americans adjust to vision loss, the services they use or miss, and opportunities to improve vision rehabilitation.
Jennifer Ottowitz, the Older Blind Specialist for the Older Individuals who are Blind Technical Assistance Center (OIB-TAC), who will help place their findings in the broader conversation about vision rehabilitation services for older Americans, based on the technical assistance feedback the OIB-TAC receives. They will discuss the research findings and what they could mean for older adults and their families, medical schools and associations, aging organizations, policymakers, and public and private agencies that provide vision rehabilitation services. They will also explore the key research questions that remain unanswered.
Register for the Webinar at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###

				












[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00 pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 22nd at 6:30 pm
Westin DC’s Downtown Rock Creek Ballroom 
999 9th St NW
Every year, AAPD's ADA Celebration brings together disability community leaders, advocates, partners, and elected officials to celebrate the legacy of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the decades of advocacy that led to its passage.
This year, they will recognize the progress made in the 36 years since the ADA's passage, reflect on the work ahead, and honor those whose leadership made the ADA possible. They will also honor Congressman Steny H. Hoyer for his lasting impact on the disability rights movement and his lifetime of disability allyship.
Tickets are now available, and space is limited. Get your tickets at 2026 ADA Celebration - AAPD.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Red Baraat (Bhangra funk)
Friday, July 24th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Discover the singular sound of Red Baraat, a pioneering band from Brooklyn, New York. Conceived by Indian American musician and jazz composer Sunny Jain, the group merges hard-driving Punjabi rhythms with elements of hip-hop, jazz, and punk. 
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, July 13, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 17, noon
· Results announced: Monday, July 20, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, July 24 at 5:00 p.m.
Enter the lottery at Joe Pug | National Gallery of Art.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
Tuesday, July 28th at 2:00 pm
Many tools for people with vision loss depend on hearing, but what if you have hearing loss too? Join the discussion to explore hearing aids, alternatives to speech-based devices, and other tools that can help you hear your environment more clearly.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###

	[bookmark: Film]Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
Saturday, July 30th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour and 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description. 
Sensory notes: Loud sounds, Flashing lights.


To request other reasonable accommodations for these film screenings, contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie Frankel (Available on BARD)
Sunday, August 2nd at 1:00 pm
Location TBD
Sign up to read an interesting novel and discuss it with your fellow Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) while enjoying your favorite libation.  
Sign up at: https://forms.gle/XbJdzy5k7HymchT96
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
Thursday, August 6th at 12:30 pm
Does it feel like you've practiced the same three letters again and again, or that you've read a page just as slowly now as you did the first time? Join to talk about ways to recognize the progress you've made, even when you're feeling stuck.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###
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