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July 16, 2026

Dear Listeners,

We hope you are keeping cool and safe in this extreme heat. 

Celebrations of the 36th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) continue this month. Most notably, the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) will honor Congressman Steny H. Hoyer for his lasting impact on the disability rights movement and his lifetime of disability allyship at their annual ADA event. Full details are here.

Also of special note, the FCC is seeking applications for the second term of its Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee. Full details are here.
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Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Celebrate MWE’s 52 Years of Service
· New Glenmont Express Shuttle Available During Partial Red Line Shutdown
· FCC Invites Membership Applications for Second Term of the Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee
· Research Participants Needed
· Working with the Machine: AI’s Expanding Role in Employment for People with Disabilities
· FCC Seeks Nominations for 2026 FCC Chairman’s Award
· Shape the Future of Accessible Streaming: Take the American Council of the Blind Audio Description Project (ADP) Survey!
· FFB United in Vision Recordings Available
· How we can improve blind employment in Maryland | Guest Newspaper Commentary
· Forbes: Accessibility 200
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· AFB Research Webinar: Bridging the Rehab Gap: Agency and Client Perspectives on Vision Rehabilitation 
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
· AccessAbility Fairfax 
· Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
· NGA Jazz in the Garden: Eric Byrd Trio 
· MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie 
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
· Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
###

[bookmark: MWE]CELEBRATE MWE’S 52 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Metropolitan Washington Ear (MWE) has provided vital, life-changing services to the blind and visually impaired community for over half a century. As we celebrate our 52nd Anniversary, we are launching a critical fundraising campaign to raise $10,000 by July 31. Meeting this goal ensures that our specialized programming remains entirely free and accessible to those who need it most.
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Red]NEW GLENMONT EXPRESS SHUTTLE AVAILABLE DURING PARTIAL RED LINE SHUTDOWN
	


In light of the Metro Red Line closures that will run through Sunday, September 6th, the Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) is offering the Ride On Glenmont Express Shuttle, connecting Upcounty riders to the Red Line Metro stations on the east side of the Red Line. 
The Glenmont Express Shuttle will provide direct service between Milestone Park-and-Ride, Shady Grove Metro station, and Glenmont Metro station. The Shuttle will operate every 40 minutes, Monday through Friday from 6-9 a.m. and 3-7 p.m.  
Learn More at https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/news/new-glenmont-express-shuttle-available-july-6-sept-6-during-partial-red-line-shutdown. 
###

[bookmark: CPAAC]FCC INVITES MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATIONS FOR SECOND TERM OF THE CONSUMER PROTECTION AND ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Applications Due: September 14, 2026
On July 16th the FCC released a Public Notice to announce the anticipated renewal of its Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC), and to invite applications for membership to the CPAAC. The CPAAC’s mission is to make recommendations to the Commission regarding topics of particular interest to consumers that will be specified by the Commission relating to disability access and the needs and interests of consumers.

Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-renews-cpaac-and-solicits-membership-applications
 
Link to Application:
https://www.fcc.gov/cpaac/membership-application
 
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 (voice) or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
### 

[bookmark: Research]RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS NEEDED
TechSAge research center is conducting an interview study that explores the everyday activities and challenges of older adults with vision difficulties. 
The study consists of two parts: 1) questionnaires (~30-60 minutes) and 2) an interview (~1.5-2 hours). You can complete the interview remotely via phone call or video call.  Participants will be compensated $50 in Amazon e-codes or an alternative payment option (e.g. a check).  
Participants in this study must: 
· Be ages 60+
· Have had vision difficulty for at least 10 years
· Have serious difficulty seeing even when wearing glasses or contact lenses (or unable to see)
· Have vision difficulties that affect performance of daily living activities (e.g., reading, cooking, and walking)
This study is a collaboration between the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign and Georgia Tech and is approved by IRB # IRB25-0265. This study is funded by the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research.
If you are interested in participating in this research study, please email access-study@illinois.edu or call Maya Dye at: (217) 265-0150 (voice call) 
###

[bookmark: AT][bookmark: AI]WORKING WITH THE MACHINE: AI’S EXPANDING ROLE IN EMPLOYMENT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
A new report from the American Foundation for the Blind, Working with the Machine: AI's Expanding Role in Employment for People with Disabilities, examines how people with and without disabilities are using AI throughout the employment process and explores the opportunities and challenges AI presents in the workplace.
Among the findings:
· Nearly two-thirds (62%) of job candidates reported using AI to assist with their job search.
· More than two-thirds (68%) of workers reported using AI at work, most often for writing, research, and note-taking.
· Among workers with disabilities, 32% reported using AI for visual description on the job, and 25% reported using AI for captioning.
· One in five workers reported that workplace AI policies affected how well they could perform their job, and many described restrictions on AI tools they believed would support their work.
The report also explores AI in candidate screening and automated interviews, the use of AI as a workplace accommodation, workplace AI policies, AI-based workplace surveillance, and recommendations for employers, policymakers, and AI developers.
Building on AFB's broader AI research, it provides an in-depth analysis of the employment findings first presented in The AI Quagmire: Benefits, Risks, and Aspirations through a Disability Lens.

Read the report at https://afb.org/research-and-initiatives/ai-series/working-machine?emci=ad8447d6-6c79-f111-ac9c-000d3a14b6d6&emdi=a61d689f-677c-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&ceid=13729989. 
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC SEEKS NOMINATIONS FOR 2026 FCC CHAIRMAN’S AWARD
Nominations Due Date: August 7, 2026
On July 9th the FCC released a Public Notice to invite nominations for the Twelfth Chairman's Awards for Advancement in Accessibility (Chairman's AAA).
In recognition of this year's 36th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the 16th anniversary of the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA), the FCC is soliciting nominations for individuals who have made lasting and impactful contributions to the advancement of accessible communications technologies and services in the fields of advocacy, leadership and research.  The FCC is specifically seeking nominations for individuals in the following categories:
· Consumer Advocate
· Industry Leader
· Educator or Researcher
Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/nominations-fcc-chairmans-awards-advancement-accessibility
Please email all nominations to: FCCAAA@fcc.gov by 11:59 p.m. EDT on August 7, 2026.  Award winners will be recognized at a ceremony to be held on October 8, 2026 at the FCC Headquarters in Washington, DC.  A subsequent announcement will be made to provide additional details for the Chairman's AAA ceremony.
For information about the Chairman's AAA and past winners, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/FCCAAA. For questions or inquiries about the Chairman's AAA please contact Deandrea Wilson (Deandrea.Wilson@fcc.gov) or Sherry Dawson (Sherry.Dawson@fcc.gov).  Inquiries may also be sent to FCCAAA@fcc.gov. 
###

[bookmark: ADP]SHAPE THE FUTURE OF ACCESSIBLE STREAMING: TAKE THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND AUDIO DESCRIPTION PROJECT (ADP) SURVEY!
The Audio Description Project (ADP) is launching a comprehensive survey to capture the real-world experiences of blind and low vision (BLV) and sighted consumers using popular streaming services.
Fill out the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G3NPR5C
Full details are at Shape the Future of Accessible Streaming: Take the American Council of the Blind Audio Description Project (ADP) Survey! | American Council of the Blind.
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB UNITED IN VISION RECORDINGS AVAILABLE
Whether you joined the Foundation Fighting Blindness in Fort Worth, tuned in via livestream, or weren't able to attend, you can now watch the full library of session recordings, from groundbreaking science updates to inspiring stories from the blind and low vision community.
	Click the link below, fill out the short form, and you'll be taken directly to the recordings.
Access the Session Recordings  at https://www.fightingblindness.org/visions-2026-access?vcrmeid=xfmrAEVKfkaXVu5sM4YA&vcrmiid=i6L4Vi8sRUeDB-hq9uAE5Q. 
###



[bookmark: BISA]HOW WE CAN IMPROVE BLIND EMPLOYMENT IN MARYLAND – GUEST NEWSPAPER COMMENTARY
Thanks to MWE volunteer Evelyn Jemionek for forwarding The Baltimore Sun guest commentary by Michael Gosse, president and CEO of Blind Industries and Services of Maryland. To read the full commentary, click here.
###

[bookmark: Forbes]FORBES: ACCESSIBILITY 200
Forbes: Accessibility 200
Based on more than 700 interviews and input from an expert advisory board across all sectors of business and society, the Forbes Accessibility 200 list highlights companies, individuals, and organizations that make the world more available to everyone.
Read the full article at https://www.forbes.com/lists/accessibility/. 
###

	


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
1776
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
Correction: Described Sunday, July 26th at 2:00 pm
AudienceView Professional

The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Club][bookmark: Braille]
Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 22nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills for everyday life. This session will cover how to recognize common Braille markers, including signs, room numbers, and elevator buttons. A second session for those who could not attend on June 24th.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Research Webinar: Bridging the Rehab Gap: Agency and Client Perspectives on Vision Rehabilitation Service Barriers for Older People New to Vision Loss
Wednesday, July 22nd at 12:00 pm
AFB's research team, led by Dr. Arielle Silverman, will share preliminary findings on how older Americans adjust to vision loss, the services they use or miss, and opportunities to improve vision rehabilitation.
Jennifer Ottowitz, the Older Blind Specialist for the Older Individuals who are Blind Technical Assistance Center (OIB-TAC), who will help place their findings in the broader conversation about vision rehabilitation services for older Americans, based on the technical assistance feedback the OIB-TAC receives. They will discuss the research findings and what they could mean for older adults and their families, medical schools and associations, aging organizations, policymakers, and public and private agencies that provide vision rehabilitation services. They will also explore the key research questions that remain unanswered.
Register for the Webinar at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###

				












[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00 pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 22nd at 6:30 pm
Westin DC’s Downtown Rock Creek Ballroom 
999 9th St NW
Every year, AAPD's ADA Celebration brings together disability community leaders, advocates, partners, and elected officials to celebrate the legacy of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the decades of advocacy that led to its passage.
This year, they will recognize the progress made in the 36 years since the ADA's passage, reflect on the work ahead, and honor those whose leadership made the ADA possible. They will also honor Congressman Steny H. Hoyer for his lasting impact on the disability rights movement and his lifetime of disability allyship.
Tickets are now available, and space is limited. Get your tickets at 2026 ADA Celebration - AAPD.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
Tuesday, July 28th at 2:00 pm
Many tools for people with vision loss depend on hearing, but what if you have hearing loss too? Join the discussion to explore hearing aids, alternatives to speech-based devices, and other tools that can help you hear your environment more clearly.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###

	[bookmark: Film]Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
Saturday, July 30th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour and 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description. 
Sensory notes: Loud sounds, Flashing lights.


To request other reasonable accommodations for these film screenings, contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]NGA Jazz in the Garden: Eric Byrd Trio 
Friday, July 31st from 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Acoustic-based contemporary Jazz 
Meet the Eric Byrd Trio, internationally acclaimed jazz musicians who blend swing, bebop, gospel, and blues with energy and soul. 
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, July 20, 10:00 a.m. at Eric Byrd Trio | National Gallery of Art
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 24, noon
· Results announced: Monday, July 27, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, July 31 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie Frankel (Available on BARD)
Sunday, August 2nd at 1:00 pm
Location TBD
Sign up to read an interesting novel and discuss it with your fellow Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) while enjoying your favorite libation.  
Sign up at: https://forms.gle/XbJdzy5k7HymchT96
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
Thursday, August 6th at 12:30 pm
Does it feel like you've practiced the same three letters again and again, or that you've read a page just as slowly now as you did the first time? Join to talk about ways to recognize the progress you've made, even when you're feeling stuck.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###
 
[bookmark: Credit]Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
Tuesday, August 11th from 12:30 to 1:00 pm
Join the Maryland Department of Disabilities for an informative Lunch & Learn designed to help you build financial confidence. Learn the basics of credit, discover practical strategies for saving money, and explore how Assistive Technology (AT) Loans can help you finance equipment and technology that supports greater independence. Whether you're just starting your financial journey or looking to make smarter financial decisions, this session will provide valuable tools, resources, and practical tips to help you achieve your goals.
Register Here (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: FFB2]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 pm
Location: Online via Zoom (registration required)
The Quarterly Vision Webinar of the Foundation Fighting Blindness will be highlighting the stories of individuals who are thriving, breaking barriers, and pursuing their passions at the highest levels. Learn how the panelists navigate daily life and get inspired to live fully. Whether you are living with vision loss yourself, caring for a loved one, or working as a healthcare professional, these stories will move and motivate you. 
REGISTER NOW 
at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a life fully with low vision — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at
BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org.
###


[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###
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