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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

July 23, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special note this week is the Maryland statement regarding the Olmstead decision by the Federal Government here and the Fairfax County help for first-time home buyers here.

Also note that the National Library Service has canceled the That All May eRead online program scheduled for Tuesday, July 28th. Their regularly scheduled program will resume on the last Tuesday of August.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Celebrate MWE’s 52 Years of Service
· Getting Started: A Guide for Navigating Life with Vision Loss
· The Maryland Department of Disabilities Statement on Recent Federal Olmstead Notice
· FCC to Make Broadband Labels a More Useful Consumer Tool
· Helping First-Time Fairfax County Homebuyers Overcome Barriers to Homeownership
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture - Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
· Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
· Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
· Popsicles in the Garden
· AccessAbility Fairfax 
· iOs VoiceOver Clinic
· Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
· Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled at Brigadier General Charles E. McGee Library
· MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie 
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
· NGA Jazz in the Garden - The Honey Dewdrops 
· Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
###

[bookmark: MWE]CELEBRATE MWE’S 52 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Metropolitan Washington Ear (MWE) has provided vital, life-changing services to the blind and visually impaired community for over half a century. As we celebrate our 52nd Anniversary, we are launching a critical fundraising campaign to raise $10,000 by July 31. Meeting this goal ensures that our specialized programming remains entirely free and accessible to those who need it most.
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Guide]GETTING STARTED: A GUIDE FOR NAVIGATING LIFE WITH VISION LOSS
From the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) and forwarded by VisionServe Alliance
Losing vision can bring many questions and challenges, especially for people new to vision loss. To help individuals and families find support, build confidence, and learn practical skills, APH ConnectCenter has released the second edition of Getting Started: A Guide for Navigating Life with Vision Loss. Click here to access the free guide, available in English and Spanish. Topics include: Understanding Vision Loss; Emotional Adjustment and Well-Being, Support from Family, Friends, and Professionals; Vision Rehabilitation Services; Core Principles for Daily Living; Home, Kitchen, and Personal Care Skills; Reading, Writing, and Managing Information; Technology and Helpful Tools; Recreation and Leisure; Travel and Independent Mobility; Living with Vision and Hearing Loss; and additional resources with links to organizations, support services, vision rehabilitation agencies, employment resources, and APH ConnectCenter programs. Getting Started: Top Five Tips for Navigating Life with Vision Loss, a shorter version of the guide, is also available.
###

[bookmark: Olm]THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES STATEMENT ON RECENT FEDERAL OLMSTEAD NOTICE
The Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD) and the Moore-Miller Administration stand with Maryland’s Disability Community in expressing deep concern regarding the recent Federal Register notice from the U.S. Department of Justice on July 20, 2026 retracting longstanding guidance on Olmstead v. L.C. By casting doubt on 27 years of settled law under the landmark Olmstead decision, this federal action undermines the fundamental civil rights of people with disabilities.

For nearly three decades, Olmstead has been the cornerstone of our promise to ensure that people with disabilities can live, work, and thrive in their communities. This federal guidance introduces unnecessary fear and uncertainty at a time when the focus should remain on inclusion, independence, and self-determination.

Despite this federal action, Maryland reiterates its unwavering commitment to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Olmstead, and the decades of progress we have achieved. We believe that individuals with disabilities deserve the full opportunity to live the lives they want and participate meaningfully in their communities. As we celebrate July as Disability Pride month and honor the 36th anniversary of the ADA, Maryland stands with people with disabilities, their families, and advocates across our state who deserve clarity, stability, and the freedom to pursue the life they choose.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC TO MAKE BROADBAND LABELS A MORE USEFUL TOOL
On July 22, 2026, the FCC at its Open Meeting adopted, among other items, a Report and Order modifying its broadband label rules to make labels easier to read and understand and more useful for consumers, while reducing compliance burdens on providers.
 
Specifically, as to accessibility, the FCC emphasizes broadband providers’ continuing obligation to make the labels accessible to consumers with disabilities. For example, while no longer required to make the contents of labels available in a machine-readable spreadsheet format, providers remain obligated to make labels accessible to consumers with disabilities, including ensuring such information is compatible with screen readers and other assistive technologies used by people with disabilities.
 
While the FCC closed its inquiry regarding specifying additional accessibility standards related to ASL-accessible formats, braille, and tactile indicators for the labels, the FCC emphasized that providers are responsible for ensuring that labels are accessible and encouraged consumers to use the FCC’s complaint process about any accessibility concerns. 
 
Additionally, the FCC directs the Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) to produce reports that assess the effectiveness of broadband labels and address:
1. the extent to which broadband labels reach consumers (i.e., are people aware the labels exist and are they using them) and any challenges that remain to their use;
2. recommendations for how the FCC, industry, and consumer groups can better publicize broadband labels to ensure that consumers are aware of them and understand how to use them;
3. the extent to which broadband labels are accessible for consumers with disabilities and any challenges that remain to full accessibility;
4. recommendations for how the FCC and providers can address the challenges that remain in ensuring broadband labels are accessible for consumers with disabilities; and
5. other opportunities to better clarify and make more useful to consumers the information on the label.
 
The CPAAC will complete its first report within two years after this Report and Order is published in the Federal Register and additional reports every four years thereafter. 
 
Broadband Labeling Report and Order:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-make-broadband-labels-more-useful-consumer-tool-0
 
For general information about broadband labels, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandlabels.  For further information on the CPAAC, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.
 
For specific questions about this proceeding, contact Michelle Branigan, Consumer Policy Division, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, at michelle.branigan@fcc.gov or (202) 418-1345. 
###


[bookmark: Home]HELPING FIRST-TIME FAIRFAX COUNTY HOMEBUYERS OVERCOME BARRIERS TO HOMEOWNERSHIP 
From Access Fairfax Newsletter
The Fairfax County Redevelopment and Housing Authority provides resources to support eligible first-time homebuyers.
They offer a down payment assistance program to help eligible first-time homebuyers overcome one of the biggest barriers to purchasing a home.
Qualified households can get a down payment loan up to $50,000 to help make homeownership more attainable.
The program is designed to support moderate-income households that meet eligibility requirements.
Learn more at How First-Time Homebuyers Can Get a $50,000 Down Payment Loan’
###

	


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
1776
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
Correction: Described Sunday, July 26th at 2:00 pm
AudienceView Professional

The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vibes][bookmark: Club][bookmark: Braille]District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture
Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
Saturdays - July 25, August 1 & 22 from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
DC Public Library is commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary by showcasing the unique and vibrant contributions Washingtonians have made to America's culture and history.
District Vibes / American Pride: How D.C. Changed American Culture tells the story of D.C. through striking images, artifacts, compelling history, and dynamic programming. 
Washington, D.C. is more than a federal city—it's a mosaic of neighborhoods and communities that have nurtured creativity, learning, music, cuisine, and sports for generations. While the District is smaller geographically than every single U.S. state, within its' 68-square miles residents of the District have contributed groundbreaking ideas that have shaped the nation's imagination and driven meaningful change. 
During your visit you will be guided through the exhibit and be given the opportunity for questions and clarification in an open forum format.
Registration is recommended as indicated below:
For the July 25th tour, register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16967393
For the August 1st tour, register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969780
For the August 22nd tour, register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969769
###

[bookmark: Audio]Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
Monday, July 27th from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Virtual Branch
Audiobook lovers, drop in for an informal and wide-ranging discussion without the pressure of reading an assigned title. All readers are welcome whether you read with ears or eyes. Tell them about a book title that you really enjoyed.
NEW: You will need to be signed into Zoom to attend this program via the web.
To sign in, you must first create a free account: https://zoom.us/signup
Once you are signed in on Zoom, Join the event at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85480395484
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 854 8039 5484
If you have trouble getting in, please call Kensington Park Library at 240-773-9515.
Questions about this program? Contact the branch 240-773-9515.
###

[bookmark: Tech]
Hadley Tech It Out: Tech for Vision and Hearing Loss
Tuesday, July 28th at 2:00 pm
Many tools for people with vision loss depend on hearing, but what if you have hearing loss too? Join the discussion to explore hearing aids, alternatives to speech-based devices, and other tools that can help you hear your environment more clearly.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Pop]Popsicles in the Garden
Wednesday, July 29th from 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Northeast Neighborhood Library
330 7th Street, NE
Beat the heat and have a popsicle in the Library Garden.
It's summer and it's hot! Thanks to the Friends of the Northeast Library, take an afternoon break and have a popsicle with them. Everyone is welcome! 
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect Fairfax County residents directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: iOs]iOs VoiceOver Clinic
Thursday, July 30th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library - Central Library
901 G Street, NW 205-B C4A Meeting Room
Learn to use iOS VoiceOver as a beginner, then level-up at their Intermediate clinic
VoiceOver is a screen reader that allows you to use the iPhone without sight.
Do you want to start with VoiceOver gestures and get a real overview of iOS and Voiceover? Learn to navigate the phone with VoiceOver, use the rotor, use the SeeingAI and BeMyEyes apps to scan and read printed material, and have a sighted volunteer access your phone camera and describe your surroundings, and other tasks.
Schedule:
· 11-12: Intro to VoiceOver
· 12-1: Intermediate Drop-in Clinic
To register please call 202-727-2142 or email DCPLaccess@dc.gov.
###

	[bookmark: Film]Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
Saturday, July 30th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour and 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description. 
Sensory notes: Loud sounds, Flashing lights.


To request other reasonable accommodations for these film screenings, contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: McGee]Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled at Brigadier General Charles E. McGee Library
Friday, July 31st from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
900 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring
Youth Ambassadors from Blind Industries and Services of Maryland will discuss LBPD services, demonstrate devices, and distribute applications.
Want to find out what services are available for those who need print alternatives? Do you want to know if you qualify for services from the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled?
Looking for more audiobook resources? 
Questions about this program? Contact the branch: 240-773-9420
Accommodation Requests
To request an accommodation, contact the library branch where you want the accommodation. If they are unable to help, or if you need an accommodation for an online resource or event, complete the Accommodation Request Form online or call Library Administration at 240-777-0002.
[bookmark: branch]###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie Frankel (Available on BARD)
Sunday, August 2nd at 1:00 pm
Location TBD
Sign up to read an interesting novel and discuss it with your fellow Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) while enjoying your favorite libation.  
Sign up at: https://forms.gle/XbJdzy5k7HymchT96
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
Thursday, August 6th at 12:30 pm
Does it feel like you've practiced the same three letters again and again, or that you've read a page just as slowly now as you did the first time? Join to talk about ways to recognize the progress you've made, even when you're feeling stuck.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]NGA Jazz in the Garden - The Honey Dewdrops 
Friday, August 7th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm 
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW 
Part of Jazz in the Garden: American Sounds 
Lottery will open Monday, Jul 27, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 
Welcome August with the Honey Dewdrops, Virginia natives who push the boundaries of experimental folk. They blend electric and acoustic guitars, mandolin, and clawhammer banjo while weaving in tight vocal harmonies. 
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, July 27, 10:00 a.m. at https://www.nga.gov/calendar/jazz-garden-american-sounds/honey-dewdrops?evd=202608072200. 
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 31, noon
· Results announced: Monday, August 3, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, August 7 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###


[bookmark: Credit]Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
Tuesday, August 11th from 12:30 to 1:00 pm
Join the Maryland Department of Disabilities for an informative Lunch & Learn designed to help you build financial confidence. Learn the basics of credit, discover practical strategies for saving money, and explore how Assistive Technology (AT) Loans can help you finance equipment and technology that supports greater independence. Whether you're just starting your financial journey or looking to make smarter financial decisions, this session will provide valuable tools, resources, and practical tips to help you achieve your goals.
Register Here (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: FFB2]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 pm
Location: Online via Zoom (registration required)
The Quarterly Vision Webinar of the Foundation Fighting Blindness will be highlighting the stories of individuals who are thriving, breaking barriers, and pursuing their passions at the highest levels. Learn how the panelists navigate daily life and get inspired to live fully. Whether you are living with vision loss yourself, caring for a loved one, or working as a healthcare professional, these stories will move and motivate you. 
REGISTER NOW 
at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a life fully with low vision — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at
BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org.
###


[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###
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