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July 2, 2026

Dear Listeners,

All of us at the Metropolitan Washington Ear wish you a happy and safe 4th of July holiday.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Celebrate MWE’s 52 Years of Service
· FCC to Consider Accessibility Item at July 22 Open Meeting
· FCC Seeks Comments on Tentative Findings for CVAA Biennial Report to Congress
· AAPD Hiring a Disability Data Fellow
· New AFB Research Study - Navigating Toward AI: Transportation Access in a Changing Technology Landscape
· Celebrate Maryland History!
· How to Use iPhone Accessibility Settings
· Award-Winning Documentary Film Possibilities Now Streaming
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· All Summer: DC’s Jazz in the Park
· Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
· Leisure World Lions Group: Accessible Voter Education (in-Person Event)
· Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
· Take 5: Jazz at SAAM with Joshua Bayer
· Many Faces of BARD Program: Previewing New and Upcoming Features in the DA2 Software Version 2.0
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
· NLS Patron Corner 
· Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
· Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
· Know Your Rights: Disability and How You're Protected (Virtual Program)
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Webinar: Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area
· Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
· Jazz in the Garden: Joe Pug (Americana, folk)  
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
· AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
· AccessAbility Fairfax 
· Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
###

[bookmark: MWE]CELEBRATE MWE’S 52 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Metropolitan Washington Ear (MWE) has provided vital, life-changing services to the blind and visually impaired community for over half a century. As we celebrate our 52nd Anniversary, we are launching a critical fundraising campaign to raise $10,000 by July 31. Meeting this goal ensures that our specialized programming remains entirely free and accessible to those who need it most.
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Fcc]FCC TO CONSIDER ACCESSIBILITY ITEM AT JULY 22 OPEN MEETING
On July 22, 2026, the FCC at its Open Meeting will consider, among other items, a Report and Order modifying the broadband label rules, while emphasizing broadband providers’ continuing obligation to make the labels accessible to consumers with disabilities.
 
The Report and Order would also close a lingering open inquiry regarding specifying additional accessibility standards related to ASL-accessible formats, braille, and tactile indicators, for the labels, while noting that there is an existing accessibility requirement.
 
The FCC’s Open Meeting is on July 22nd at 10:30 am, and will be held in the Commission Meeting Room, 45 L Street N.E., Washington, D.C. 20554.  The FCC meeting is also streamed at: https://www.fcc.gov/live.  Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request.  E-mail your request to fcc504@fcc.gov or call (202) 418-0530.
 
News Release with Agenda for July 22, 2026 Open Meeting:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-announces-tentative-agenda-july-open-meeting-13 
 
Draft Broadband Labeling Report and Order:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/improving-broadband-labels 
 
For general information about broadband labels, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandlabels.  For specific questions about this proceeding, contact Michelle Branigan, Consumer Policy Division, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, at michelle.branigan@fcc.gov  or (202) 418-1345. 
###

[bookmark: CVAA]FCC SEEKS COMMENT ON TENTATIVE FINDINGS FOR CVAA BIENNIAL REPORT TO CONGRSS
Comment Due Date: August 10, 2026
On July 1, 2026, the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau (CGB) released a Public Notice inviting public comment on the tentative findings for the Commission's Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA) Biennial Report to Congress.

The Public Notice seeks comment on:
1.  Compliance with the accessibility requirements for telecommunications and advanced communications services and equipment, and Internet browsers built into mobile phones;
2.  Whether accessibility barriers exist with respect to new communications technologies; and
3.  The effect of the CVAA's accessibility recordkeeping and enforcement requirements on the development and deployment of new communications technologies.
 
The CVAA Biennial Report to Congress is due by October 8, 2026.
 
Interested parties may file comments by accessing the FCC's Electronic Comment Filing System at https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings.  All filings must reference CG Docket No. 10-213.  People with disabilities who need assistance to file comments online may request assistance by email to FCC504@fcc.gov. 
 
Link to Public Notice:
URL: https://www.fcc.gov/document/2026-cvaa-biennial-report-tentative-findings
 
For general information about the CVAA, visit http://www.fcc.gov/cvaa.  For further information, please contact Molly Burgdorf, Disability Rights Office (DRO), CGB, at (202) 418-2173 or Molly.Burgdorf@fcc.gov, or Stephen Wang, DRO, CGB at (202) 418-1634, or by email at Stephen.Wang@fcc.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Data]AAPD HIRING A DISABILITY DATA FELLOW
AAPD is looking for a remote Disability Data Fellow to support an initiative to preserve and expand access to disability data in the United States. This position is a fixed-term 12-month fellowship with the possibility of extension, subject to funding availability. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.
Apply for the Disability Data Fellow.
###

[bookmark: Study]NEW AFB RESEARCH STUDY – NAVIGATING TOWARD AI: TRANSPORTATION ACCESS IN A CHANGING TECHNOLOGY LANDSCAPE
AFB's newest report, Navigating Toward AI: Transportation Access in a Changing Technology Landscape, explores perspectives on autonomous vehicles, public transportation, and AI-powered transportation systems.
This report is part of AFB's ongoing research exploring how AI is shaping the experiences of people with and without disabilities.
Drawing on responses from 1,735 U.S. adults, the report examines both the opportunities and concerns associated with AI-enabled transportation, including accessibility, affordability, safety, and trust in AI systems used in transportation.
Read the full report to explore how people with and without disabilities are thinking about transportation access in a changing technology landscape.
Read the Report at Navigating Toward AI | American Foundation for the Blind.
###

[bookmark: MD]

CELEBRATE MARYLAND HISTORY!
	


The Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD) has launched a new webpage to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
Maryland LBPD invites everyone to step into the past with an interactive community game exploring the people, places, and moments that shaped Maryland and the nation.
By exploring the library's collection, interactive activities, historical resources, and virtual experiences, participants will journey through centuries of Maryland history, from the Revolutionary War to the Underground Railroad and beyond. Designed to be engaging and interactive, the program encourages learning, discovery, and community engagement.
The program runs from June 15, 2026, through July 17, 2026. 
The program is set up in a callback to the classic Carmen Sandiego game style, where participants help restore objects pivotal to history to their appropriate location. To complete the game, participants will read 2 books, listen to 2 podcasts, watch 2 videos, complete at least 1 library-sponsored activity, and complete 3 Carmen Sandiego-style text-based adventures.
Upon completion, participants will receive a small prize.
Library-sponsored activities include digital scavenger hunts and webinars by community partners.
Patrons will track their progress digitally via the Beanstack platform. 
The program is recommended for library patrons aged 16 or older, and registration is required. For more information about the program, please visit: https://bit.ly/LBPD250.
For questions, please reach out to: ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov. 
###

[bookmark: iPhone]HOW TO USE iPHONE ACCESSIBILITY SETTINGS
By Amber Neely and forwarded by David Goldfield
Apple's accessibility settings are often overlooked, but many of them double as practical workflow tools that can speed up everyday tasks across iPhone. 
Check out the full article at https://appleinsider.com/inside/iphone/tips/these-iphone-accessibility-settings-can-make-everyday-tasks-easier.
###
	



[bookmark: AFB]AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY FILM POSSIBILITIES NOW STREAMING
Possibilities is a co-production of the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) and BeachGlass Films. Director Bill Sarine brought together a collaborative team of both blind and sighted individuals. The full-length documentary proudly stands as the first widely released film to offer open audio description, ensuring accessibility for all audiences.
Start watching right now and search Possibilities on: 
Apple TV   |   Prime Video   |   Tubi   |   Biblio+   |   Kanopy
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following list of performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
CrazySexyCool – The TLC Musical
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Described Saturday, July 11th at 2:00 pm
CrazySexyCool

Beetlejuice
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, July 12th at 7:30 pm
Beetlejuice - Broadway at The National

A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Described Wednesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm
A Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murder | Olney Theatre Center

1776
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
Saturday, July 25th at 2:00 pm
AudienceView Professional

The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: DCJazz][bookmark: Hike]All Summer: DC’s Jazz in the Park
Join DPR for Jazz in the Park, a summer concert series happening every Tuesday and Thursday in July and August at parks around the District. 
When: Every Tuesday and Thursday in July and August
Where: Various DC parks
More info: jazzintheparkseries.splashthat.com  
###


[bookmark: Rec]Hadley Recreation Chat: Exploring Nature with Vision Loss
Tuesday, July 7th at 2:00 pm
Love hiking, camping, national parks, or just spending time outside? Join the chat to share tips, stories, and ideas for your next adventure.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Accessible Voter Education (in-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 8th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II - Rossmoor Room 
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join the non-partisan League of Women Voters for a discussion on independent voting. Learn how voters who require accessibility services can protect their right to a confidential ballot. No registration required.
###

[bookmark: Nook]Hadley Book Nook: Aquatic Reads
Thursday, July 9th at 12:30 pm
Whether it’s a tale of a clever sea creature, an adventurous journey across the ocean or a relaxing poolside read, how does water flow through your favorite stories? Join us this month as we dive into water-themed reads.
Sign up to join at Book Nook | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired
###

[bookmark: SAAM]Take 5: Jazz at SAAM with Joshua Bayer
Thursday, July 9th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Smithsonian American Art Museum Kogod Courtyard
8th and G Streets, NW 
Celebrate a uniquely American art form with Take 5: Jazz at SAAM, a series of free, live performances. Jazz guitarist, bassist, and composer Joshua Bayer will perform a selection of his 1960s post-bop-influenced original compositions. Bayer currently serves on the faculty of American University, where he is Musician in Residence and director of the AU Jazz Orchestra.  
Registration is encouraged at Overview ⋮ Take 5: Jazz at SAAM with Joshua Bayer ⋮ Blackthorn Events.
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD Program: Previewing New and Upcoming Features in the DA2 Software Version 2.0
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, July 9th from7:00 to 8:00 pm
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465723]This will be the second session of a two-part program. After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions, including Part 1 of this program, are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###
 
[bookmark: Club]
Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, July 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join this month’s discussion of Mailman: My Wild Ride Delivering the Mail in Appalachia and Finally Finding Home by Stephen Grant, a memoir about his abrupt career shift from marketing consultant to rural Appalachian mail carrier in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Meta2]Low Vision Support Group: Meta Smart Glasses (In-Person Event)
Friday, July 10th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
Join the event to discuss how Meta smart glasses can assist with daily activities, such as making calls, describing surroundings, reading mail, and reading menus.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: NLS]NLS Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: From Analog to Digital 
Monday, July 13th at 7:00 pm 
Hosted by the NLS Patron Engagement Section. 
The program will feature NLS narrators who have experienced both sides of the coin. The session will last 90 minutes and will be the first of two sessions celebrating the 20th anniversary of BARD, which NLS began pilot testing in 2006. (Part two is scheduled for October.)
Join at:
https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1655016252?pwd=NGMDuSL7yLCTFWCb5oi6euoNWlpnG6.1.
###

[bookmark: Digital]Section 508 Best Practices Webinar: U.S. Digital Accessibility: Laws, Resources, and Real World Insights
	Tuesday, July 14th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Join speakers from federal and state government agencies for a webinar on digital accessibility in the United States. This session will provide a review of U.S. accessibility laws, share helpful resources, and dive into implementation—covering lessons learned, best practices, and recommendations for the future.
For more details or to register, visit the Great Lakes ADA Center's webinar webpage. Questions for the presenters can be submitted during the registration process.
Learn more at https://www.accessibilityonline.org/cioc-508/session/?id=111223. 
###




[bookmark: Write]Hadley Writers’ Circle: Hadley Writing Exercises
Tuesday, July 14th at 2:00 pm
Prompts can be fun and productive, but there are more ways to warm up and get writing—like interviewing a character, describing with your five senses, and more. Join the discussion to share your favorites or just listen and learn.
Sign up to join at Writers' Circle | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

	[bookmark: Rights]Know Your Rights: Disability and How You're Protected (Virtual Program)
Tuesday, July 14th at 6:30 pm
With Attorneys Deepinder Goraya and Jessica Hunt-Khouri


A Zoom presentation and discussion on the rights of people with disabilities under federal and local laws, including how these relate to housing, employment, public accommodation, higher education, and digital accessibility. Presented by the DC Public Library Center for Accessibility in partnership with GH Disability Law Group.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 15th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sponsored by the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB)
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Map]Lighthouse Guild Webinar: Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area
Wednesday, July 15th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm
A live, online webinar exploring map and navigation apps designed to help blind and low vision users get oriented and travel independently outdoors.
They will cover apps designed specifically for accessibility like Lazarillo and BlindSquare, as well as how widely available GPS tools like Google Maps can support outdoor navigation. The session will highlight practical insights, real-world use cases, and time for questions and discussion.
Topics Will Include
· Overview of Lazarillo and BlindSquare navigation apps
· How to use Google Maps and other mainstream GPS tools accessibly
· Practical tips for navigating both familiar and unfamiliar areas
· Real-world use cases for blind and low vision users
· Live Q&A and group discussion
Register at Useful Map Apps for Navigating Your Area - Lighthouse Guild
###

[bookmark: ADA]Turning Points: The Disability Rights Movement: A Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar
Thursday, July 16th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
This year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the 36th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. When President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into law, he said we celebrated “another ‘independence day,’ … long overdue” for people with disabilities.
Join this session as they revisit some of the pivotal events of the disability rights movement, recognize some of the pioneers who led the way, and acknowledge the power of community that keeps us moving forward on the journey from isolation to inclusion of people with disabilities.
Register at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/39vvccc.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Joe Pug (Americana, folk)  
Friday, July 17th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
7th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Lottery will open Monday, Jul 6th at 10:00 am
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, July 6, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, July 10, noon
· Results announced: Monday, July 13, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, July 17 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
More information is available at Jazz in the Garden: American Sounds.
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, July 22nd from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE, Washington
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills for everyday life. This session will cover how to recognize common Braille markers, including signs, room numbers, and elevator buttons. A second session for those who could not attend on June 24th.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley What’s Cooking: Grilling Safely with Low Vision
Wednesday, July 22nd at 5:00pm
Love to grill indoors or outside? Join this Hadley discussion to talk about simple ways to stay safe while cooking and share your favorite grilling tips and tricks.
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: AAPD]AAPD’s 2026 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, July 22nd beginning at 6:30 pm
Westin DC’s Downtown Rock Creek Ballroom 
999 9th St NW
Every year, AAPD's ADA Celebration brings together disability community leaders, advocates, partners, and elected officials to celebrate the legacy of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the decades of advocacy that led to its passage.
This year, they will recognize the progress made in the 36 years since the ADA's passage, reflect on the work ahead, and honor those whose leadership made the ADA possible.
Tickets are now available, and space is limited. Get your tickets at 2026 ADA Celebration - AAPD.
###

[bookmark: Access]AccessAbility Fairfax
Thursday, July 30th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Pkwy Fairfax, VA 22035 
This free event is designed to connect you directly with county agencies and partners, get personalized assistance, and discover valuable programs designed to support you and your loved ones.
Some on-site offerings:
· MetroAccess
· Benefits & financial assistance support
· Information about housing programs & home repair assistance
· Mental health services & referral assistance
· Emergency alert system registration
Make sure to check out:
· 911 simulator experience
· Sensory friendly wellness room
· Library card sign-up (bring photo ID)
· Unclaimed property search (Find lost money!)
Learn about reduced-cost transportation programs, financial assistance options, housing assistance, mental health services, and emergency resources. There will even be a limited quantity of $50 transportation gift cards for qualifying attendees!
Learn more and register at AccessAbility Fairfax | Family Services.
###

	[bookmark: Film]Film - "The Fantastic 4: First Steps" 
Saturday, July 30th at 1:30 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E (4th Floor)
Run Time: 1 hour and 55 minutes
Rated: PG
The film will be shown with audio description. 
Sensory notes: Loud sounds, Flashing lights.


To request other reasonable accommodations for these film screenings, contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or 202-727-2142.
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###
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