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July 30, 2026

Dear Listeners,

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]There are several book discussions available online. However, the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) is hosting an in-person book discussion while enjoying your favorite libation.  Check out the details here.
 
Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Celebrate MWE’s 52 Years of Service
· Medicare and You
· Hadley Helps: "Survive. Adapt. Overcome."
· Announcing ACBVA’s Technology and Training Fund
· Two Free Apps Every eBook Reader Should Know About
· Free Summer Concert Series Continues in Montgomery Parks
· Free Summer Concert Series Continues at Rockville Town Square
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled at Brigadier General Charles E. McGee Library
· International Adaptive Day at Mason Neck
· District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
· MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie Frankel (Available on BARD)
· The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
· Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
· TUG Meeting Announcement: AI Tools
· American Council of the Blind of Virginia August Program Features Laurel Wheeler
· Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
· Many Faces of BARD: Updating the DA2
· Jazz in the Garden: Brass Queens Woman-led Brass Band 
· Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2.
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
###

[bookmark: MWE]CELEBRATE MWE’S 52 YEARS OF SERVICE
The Metropolitan Washington Ear (MWE) has provided vital, life-changing services to the blind and visually impaired community for over half a century. As we celebrate our 52nd Anniversary, we are launching a critical fundraising campaign to raise $10,000 by July 31. Meeting this goal ensures that our specialized programming remains entirely free and accessible to those who need it most.
Click here to donate - https://www.mightycause.com/story/WASHEAR
###

[bookmark: Med]MEDICARE AND YOU
The Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled has acquired copies of Medicare and You, the official U.S. Government Medicare handbook, in Large Print, Spanish Large Print, and Braille.  If you would like a copy, please contact their reference desk by phone at 410-230-2443 or email at reference.desk@maryland.gov.  Please provide your name, address and preferred format, and they will send a copy to you. 
The library is grateful to Baltimore County's State Health Insurance Program for providing these handbooks for distribution.
###

[bookmark: Hadley]HADLEY HELPS: “SURVIVE. ADAPT. OVERCOME.”
Forwarded by the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
These words came to Hadley member Larry Carlson from his US Army training when he realized he was on a journey with vision loss: "It's an unnerving time because you really don't know what to expect. What's going to happen? How am I going to do this? And at some point, you get through the 'why me' stage, and then you've got to get back to your core beliefs, your faith, your training. In my case, it was the army. The survive, adapt, overcome."
If you've lost some vision, find help at Hadley. 
· Short tutorials offer practical tips, simple adaptations, and help to get the most from tech tools and gadgets.
· Discussion groups, support groups, a community-generated podcast, and a peer-to-peer program give you a sense of community and the peace of mind that comes from knowing you're not alone on this journey.  
What's more, you never need to travel to Hadley. Hadley's free help comes to you — online, on the phone, or through the mail. No waiting list. No doctor's note. No cost.
Click this link (Hadley | Free Help and Learning for Adults with Vision Loss) to sign up for the free service.
###

[bookmark: Fund]ANNOUNCING ACBVA’S TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING FUND
The American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA) is officially launching the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund.
To learn about what this fund can do for you—either as a customer or a trainer use the link below. It includes guidelines and FAQs. 
https://acbva.org/ttf-info/

If you are a blind or low vision person living in Virginia and if you need assistive technology or training to help you become more proficient in using technology, they welcome your application. You do not have to belong to ACBVA to apply. If you cannot complete the application online independently, they can help. Please go to the following link for the application: https://acbva.org/ttf-customer/

If you are a trainer who loves to work with blind or low vision people to help them learn to use their technology more effectively, they need you! The application to provide training or technical support can be found at: https://acbva.org/ttf-train-support/.
###

[bookmark: Apps]TWO FREE APPS EVERY EBOOK READER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT
From PCWorld and forwarded by David Goldfield
Libby and Hoopla give you instant access to thousands of digital books, audiobooks, and other media from your local library.
Today, you don’t even need to physically visit your local library to enjoy the books it offers. If you have a library card, there’s a good chance you can borrow eBooks, audiobooks, comics, movies, TV shows, and even music without ever walking into a branch. My two favorite apps for this are Libby and Hoopla, and they’re both completely free through participating libraries.
Libby
Libby is the app I recommend if you mostly want ebooks and audiobooks. It connects directly to your local library’s digital collection, so just about anything in print you’ll find in person will be available on this app. The catch is that popular titles often have waiting lists. If every copy is checked out, you’ll need to place a hold and wait your turn.
The upside is that Libby usually offers a larger selection of bestselling books, magazines, and new releases. The app is clean, easy to use, and works across Android and Apple devices such as phones and tablets. It also supports most e-readers and web browsers.
Hoopla
Hoopla takes a slightly different approach. Instead of waiting in a digital queue, most titles are available instantly. Your library gives you a set number of monthly borrows, and you can use them on ebooks, audiobooks, movies, TV shows, comics, or music.
Its catalog isn’t always as deep as Libby’s for new books, but the instant access is hard to beat. 
Fortunately, if your library supports both apps, there’s no reason to choose just one. I use Libby when I’m after a specific bestseller and Hoopla when I want something to read or watch without waiting. If you can’t get to the library, these apps are the next best thing—old book smell not included.
###

[bookmark: Parks]FREE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES CONTINUES IN MONTGOMERY PARKS
	


Join Montgomery Parks on Thursday, July 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Black Hill Regional Park for the Free Summer Concert Series. The evening will feature 8 Ohms Band, known for its home-driven blend of funk and soul with influences from R&B and Go-Go music.
The Summer Concert Series brings live music to parks across Montgomery County on Thursday evenings through Aug. 13, offering residents a chance to enjoy summer nights outdoors with family, friends and neighbors. Guests are encouraged to bring blankets or lawn chairs, and food and beverages will be available for purchase. Admission is free.
Learn More at Parks Summer Concert Series - Montgomery Parks.
###

[bookmark: Town]FREE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES CONTINUES AT ROCKVILLE TOWN SQUARE
	


The free Summer Concert Series continues Friday evenings through September 11 at The Square in Rockville Town Square, offering live music, dining and family-friendly entertainment from 6-9 p.m.
Concertgoers are encouraged to bring lawn chairs or picnic blankets, enjoy dinner from one of The Square's restaurants, browse local shops and vendors, and experience live performances in the heart of Rockville. Children and pets are welcome. Concerts are held rain or shine unless severe weather poses a safety risk.
The series continues each Friday with a different musical act through the season finale on Sept. 11. There are no concerts on Sept. 4 due to the holiday weekend.
Learn More at Rockville Summer Concert Series - Visit Montgomery.
###

	


[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performance will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: McGee]Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled at Brigadier General Charles E. McGee Library
Friday, July 31st from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
900 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring
Youth Ambassadors from Blind Industries and Services of Maryland will discuss LBPD services, demonstrate devices, and distribute applications.
Want to find out what services are available for those who need print alternatives? Do you want to know if you qualify for services from the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled?
Looking for more audiobook resources? 
Questions about this program? Contact the branch: 240-773-9420
[bookmark: branch]###

[bookmark: Mason]International Adaptive Day at Mason Neck
Saturday, August 1st from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Mason Neck State Park 
7301 High Point Road, Lorton
The Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) will be tabling and doing tandem and goalball demonstrations at the International Adaptive activity day at Mason Neck. There will also be an All-Terrain power wheelchair, EnChroma glasses and a viewing scope, adaptive archery equipment, birding, and the RightHear app.
MWABA has limited capacity to carpool to the event, but if anyone wants to come on their own and coordinate with the MWABA folks there, reach out to Azka (azka.shoaib0@gmail.com or 202-658-0728)
###

[bookmark: Vibes]District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture
Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
Saturdays - August 1st & 22nd from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
DC Public Library is commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary by showcasing the unique and vibrant contributions Washingtonians have made to America's culture and history.
District Vibes / American Pride: How D.C. Changed American Culture tells the story of D.C. through striking images, artifacts, compelling history, and dynamic programming. 
Washington, D.C. is more than a federal city—it's a mosaic of neighborhoods and communities that have nurtured creativity, learning, music, cuisine, and sports for generations. While the District is smaller geographically than every single U.S. state, within its' 68-square miles residents of the District have contributed groundbreaking ideas that have shaped the nation's imagination and driven meaningful change. 
During your visit you will be guided through the exhibit and be given the opportunity for questions and clarification in an open forum format.
Registration is recommended as indicated below:
For the August 1st tour, register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969780
For the August 22nd tour, register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969769
###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Book Club: This is How It Always Is, By Laurie Frankel (Available on BARD)
Sunday, August 2nd at 1:00 pm
Lulu's Winegarden, 1940 11th Street NW, D.C., near the U Street metro.
Sign up to read an interesting novel and discuss it with your fellow Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) while enjoying your favorite libation.  
Sign up at: https://forms.gle/XbJdzy5k7HymchT96
###

[bookmark: Book]The Fairfax County All Access Book Club 
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Thursday, August 6th at 11:00 am via free conference call.
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: HBraille]Hadley Embracing Braille: Making Progress
Thursday, August 6th at 12:30 pm
Does it feel like you've practiced the same three letters again and again, or that you've read a page just as slowly now as you did the first time? Join to talk about ways to recognize the progress you've made, even when you're feeling stuck.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting Announcement: AI Tools
Saturday, August 8th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled’s Technology User Group (TUG) will be showcasing a plethora of creative AI tools: think of it as a digital playground where imagination takes center stage. Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be all over the headlines, but it doesn't have to be intimidating. In fact, you'll see just how surprisingly fun and easy it can be to experiment with these tools yourself.
During the presentation, they will spotlight a variety of technologies that spark creativity, inspire new ideas, and help you express your own talents in fresh ways. Whether you're curious, cautious, or already dabbling, this session will entertain, surprise, and maybe even ignite a new hobby.

Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
 
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523
###


[bookmark: ACBVA]American Council of the Blind of Virginia August Program Features Laurel Wheeler
Monday, August 10th at 7:00 pm
Laurel Wheeler is  a bright, lively young woman with a mission.    While completing her studies in Finland, Laurel learned that it is very hard for many blind people in other countries to get the adaptive equipment they need to live independently.  Laurel wanted very much to help, so at the ripe young age of 26, she started the Laurel Wheeler Foundation.  Come hear how the foundation has grown over the past nine years. There may be opportunities for you to get involved in this wonderful work.
For more information and to get the Zoom link for the meeting, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org.
###

[bookmark: Credit]Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
Tuesday, August 11th from 12:30 to 1:00 pm
Join the Maryland Department of Disabilities for an informative Lunch & Learn designed to help you build financial confidence. Learn the basics of credit, discover practical strategies for saving money, and explore how Assistive Technology (AT) Loans can help you finance equipment and technology that supports greater independence. Whether you're just starting your financial journey or looking to make smarter financial decisions, this session will provide valuable tools, resources, and practical tips to help you achieve your goals.
Register Here (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: FFB2]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 pm
Location: Online via Zoom (registration required)
The Quarterly Vision Webinar of the Foundation Fighting Blindness will be highlighting the stories of individuals who are thriving, breaking barriers, and pursuing their passions at the highest levels. Learn how the panelists navigate daily life and get inspired to live fully. Whether you are living with vision loss yourself, caring for a loved one, or working as a healthcare professional, these stories will move and motivate you. 
REGISTER NOW 
at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a life fully with low vision — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at
BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org.
###


[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
8th and G Streets, NW
Free | Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience. 
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Updating the DA2
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, August 13th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_z43C1D]The National Library Service (NLS) will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Jazz in the Garden: Brass Queens Woman-led Brass Band 
Friday, August 14th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
7th St and Constitution Ave NW
Lottery will open Monday, Aug 3rd at 10:00 am at 
Brass Queens | National Gallery of Art
Join the final concert of the season with Brass Queens, a woman-led brass band from Brooklyn, New York. Their sound pays homage to the New Orleans brass band tradition while injecting the upbeat, multifaceted energy of their New York home. The result is a nonstop party: a Brass Queens show will have you singing along to classic pop hits, dancing your heart out to reggaeton, and feeling like you've been transported to Frenchman Street in New Orleans.   
The free lottery system gives everyone an equal chance of attending Jazz in the Garden. Not selected? They offer limited day-of passes at signs by the Sculpture Garden entrances, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Lottery Dates
· Lottery opens: Monday, August 3, 10:00 a.m.
· Lottery closes: Friday, August 7, noon
· Results announced: Monday, August 10, 10:00 a.m.
· If selected, register for passes by Friday, August 14 at 5:00 p.m.
Passes are required for ages 2 and up. Questions? Email visit@nga.gov or call 202.737.4215.
Concerts may be canceled due to excessive heat or inclement weather. In the event of cancellation, visitors who have reserved passes will receive an email.
###


[bookmark: Smart]Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2.
Thursday, August 20th at 7:00 pm
Part 1 was presented earlier this summer, and the recording is available on the NLS website. After the presentation and demonstration, they will answer any questions you have about the My Talking Books skill for Alexa-enabled smart speakers.
To access the meeting, go to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1613454948?pwd=2ag8UwHBsBuV12Ca4pqHAXaQeTMFvl.1
Remember that the meeting is recorded. 
To review past programming, including Part 1 of the Updated Preference Options, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/smart-speaking-to-the-smart-speaker.
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Welcome back from summer break!  Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###
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