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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

August 13, 2026

Dear Listeners,

The Metropolitan Washington Association of Blind Athletes offers a wide range of sports. Check out their fencing classes here, their camping opportunity here, their kayaking event here and their yoga class here. You can also go to their website - https://gomwaba.org - for several other regularly scheduled athletic activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Arlington’s Transportation Future
· Montgomery County Ride On Bus Service Changes Will Begin on Sunday, September 6th
· NLS Job Announcement: Product Manager
· New Shorter Links For NLS Products And Services
· DA2 Software Version 2.0 Now Available
· Blind Fencing Class Announcement Fall 2026
· All Stations Accessibility Program Reauthorization Act Introduced
· Freedom on Four Wheels: What Driverless Cars Could Mean for Blind and Partially Sighted People
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· Fridays at the Fountain Concert Series
· Circle Yoga
· ITAI Webinar Series: Chromebook Access
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Meta Glasses Revisited - New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips
· Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2.
· District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
· That All May eRead: Previewing the New Features of Version 3.1 of the NLS Reader
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
· Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
· Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
· MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
###

[bookmark: Arl]ARLINGTON’S TRANSPORTATION FUTURE
How do you move (or want to move) around Arlington? Over the past two years, your feedback shaped Arlington's Transportation Future. Now you can explore the draft plan, find upcoming events, and learn more. Share your feedback by August 23rd at Draft Multimodal Transportation Plan - PublicInput
###

[bookmark: Bus][bookmark: Ride]MONTGOMERY COUNTY RIDE ON BUS SERVICE CHANGES WILL BEGIN ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH 
	


The Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) will adjust 20 Ride On bus route schedules starting Sunday, September 6th,  to improve efficiency, service delivery, and on-time performance.
Changes also reflect the new US29 Flash Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Blue line extension into Howard County, which will begin on Tuesday, September 8th. This partnership between Montgomery and Howard Counties will extend the current Flash BRT line along US 29/ Colesville Road. The current Blue Route operates between the Silver Spring Transit Center and Burtonsville. The extension will provide another four Flash stops north into Howard County, connecting to the Mall at Columbia and the Merriweather Post Pavilion. The extension will follow the Blue Route schedule, operating every 15 minutes during weekday rush hours.
Additionally, Ride On bus stops at Carroll Avenue and Maple Avenue in Takoma Park (bus stops #20806 and 20742) will be discontinued beginning Sunday, Sept. 6. These bus stops currently serve Ride On Bus Routes 12, 13, 16, 18, and 25. Riders should use alternate bus stops at Carroll Street, NW, and Laurel Avenue (bus stops #20804 and 20744) or at the Takoma Metro Station.
These changes represent a shift of resources to allow for more reliable service where demand is higher. Decisions about bus route changes are made based on rider feedback, consistent ridership and performance analysis, and service delivery goals.
Read the News Release
	###



[bookmark: Job]NLS JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: PRODUCT MANAGER
The National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) has currently advertised the following vacancy announcement.
Job Title: Product Manager
Open Period: August 4, 2026, to August 25, 2026
Series & Grade: GS- 0301-14
Position Information: Permanent position
Who May Apply: Open to all
NLS Org:  Product Management and Acceptance Section within the Program Delivery Division of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS).
Interested applicants can view the electronic version of the NLS vacancy announcements and other Library of Congress vacancies via the following link: www.usajobs.gov/job/879082400.
###

[bookmark: Links]NEW SHORTER LINKS FOR NLS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
The National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) has recently added seven short URL addresses so that users can access various public-facing web pages of interest as an alternative to saying, remembering or typing longer URLs. Below are the seven new short URLs along with a summary of the program or service on each page.
My Talking Books Skill is an Alexa skill for Amazon smart speakers that allows BARD users to access full BARD functionality using voice commands to browse, search, manage, play and navigate audiobooks. To learn about My Talking Books, get help and sign up for the skill, go to www.loc.gov/nls/MTB.
BARD Express is a Windows app that can perform the same tasks as the BARD website with the additional functionality of playing audio titles. In addition, it allows multiple downloads. To learn about BARD Express, get help and download the app, go to www.loc.gov/nls/BARDExpress.
The Many Faces of BARD is presented on the second Thursday of each month. It engages patrons with training on a specific feature of BARD and offers a platform for patrons to ask questions regarding the BARD service. To learn more and listen to past episodes, go to www.loc.gov/nls/MFOB.
Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker is presented on the third Thursday of each month. The program provides training on a specific feature of the My Talking Books skill and offers a platform for patrons to ask questions regarding the skill. To learn more and listen to past episodes, go to www.loc.gov/nls/SmartSpeaking.
That All May eRead is presented on the last Tuesday of each month. The program provides training on a specific feature of the NLS Braille eReaders and offers a platform for patrons to ask questions regarding the eReaders. To learn more and listen to past episodes, go to www.loc.gov/nls/TAME.
Patron Corner is presented as needed. The program shares specific information of interest to patrons. To learn more and listen to past episodes, go to www.loc.gov/nls/PatronCorner.
With the Braille on Demand initiative, patrons can request hard copies of braille titles from BARD and keep them indefinitely. To read about Braille on Demand and make a request, go to www.loc.gov/nls/BOD.
For more information, please contact:
Tamara Rorie
Head, Patron Engagement Section
tror@loc.gov or nlspes@loc.gov
###

[bookmark: DA2]DA2 SOFTWARE VERSIO 2.0 NOW AVAILABLE
This software offers an enhanced Bookshelf, apps for Bookshare and NFB Newsline, and various bug fixes. The updated user guide is available on the unit and at the following link:
www.loc.gov/nls/services-and-resources/equipment-for-nls-materials/da2-user-guide
The updated guide will be made available on BARD in audio and braille in the next few weeks. 
Before you update using any method, either connect the DA2 to power, or ensure that the battery has at least 50% to install the update while running on battery.
 
To update the DA2 using the automatic Online method, do the following:
1. Power on your DA2.
2. Once you are connected to Wi-Fi, if an update is available, the DA2 will announce: “Update available. Press Info to confirm. Press any other key to cancel.”
3. Press Info to confirm.
4. The DA2 will begin downloading the update from the internet. This may take some time depending on your Wi-Fi connection.
5. Once the update has finished downloading, the DA2 will announce: “Install update now?”, followed by the version number, and then “Info to confirm, any other key to cancel.”
6. Press Info to confirm.
a. If the DA2 is plugged into power, it will automatically restart and begin the installation.
b. If the DA2 is running on battery power, it will shut down instead. Power the DA2 back on to begin the installation.
7. During the installation process, the DA2 will speak the update progress at 5% intervals.
8. Once the update is finished, the DA2 will say, “update complete, shutting down.”
### 
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[bookmark: Fencing]BLIND FENCING CLASS ANNOUNCEMENT FALL 2025
From the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) 
https://gomwaba.org
Registration is open for a class to teach fencing to blind adults at Chevy Chase Fencing Club. 
Blind fencing is growing in the US and abroad. Fencing can help develop orientation and mobility skills. It is an energetic sport that can enhance reflexes, balance and coordination. It also requires strategy and tactics to win against an opponent. The sport is very safe as the fencing uniform provides ample protection. The swords are not sharp; they have a small tip at the end that depresses and lights up a light and sounds a buzzer when a fencer is stabbed.
· The class is only for those who are legally blind and ages 13 and above. The class size will be limited to ten students. 
· Classes will meet on Friday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 pm, for ten sessions beginning on September 11th, at the Chevy Chase Community Center, 5601 Connecticut Avenue, NW.
· Full uniform and equipment are provided to the students for use during the class. Students are asked to wear shorts (so that the fencing knickers can be worn overtop), long knee-length socks, and athletic shoes (no sandals or Crocs). 
· Register online at https://fencer.com/fencing-class-registration/. The registration fee is $250 for the semester. If additional funding can be found before the start of the classes, the registration fee will be reduced and a refund of the difference will be given to those who have already paid. It may be possible for students who have hardship paying the full fee to get supplemental financial assistance from generous sources. If there are any problems with your registration submittal, look for error messages at the top of the webpage.
· If you have any questions, please contact Raymond Finkleman (Fencing Master and Member of the Sligo Creek Chapter of NFB) at fencer@fencer.com.
###

[bookmark: Act]ALL STATIONS ACCESSIBILITY PROGRAM REAUTORIZATION ACT INTRODUCED
From ACB 
Senator Duckworth of Illinois and Senator McCormick of Pennsylvania recently introduced the ASAP Reauthorization Act in the Senate. This bipartisan legislation would reauthorize the All Stations Accessibility Program (ASAP) grants which were passed as part of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law in 2021. These grants provide federal money to states so that they can make accessibility improvements at legacy public transit stations. Examples of such improvements include elevator and ramp installations, as well as accessible wayfinding measures. Legacy public transit stations are those that pre-date the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), like those found in Chicago and Philadelphia, which often need improvements in order to be fully compliant with the ADA. The companion bill was introduced in the House of Representatives by Rep. Jesús “Chuy” García of Illinois and Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania.
 Senator Duckworth's press release on the bill can be found here: https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/news/press-releases/duckworth-mccormick-lead-bipartisan-push-to-renew-asap-program-helping-make-transit-accessible-for-all
The text of the Senate bill can be found here: https://www.duckworth.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/asap_reauthorization_act.pdf.
###

[bookmark: Cars]FREEDOM ON FOUR WHEELS: WHAT DRIVERLESS CARS COULD MEAN FOR BLIND AND PARTIALL SIGHTED PEOPLE
By Seema Flower, Founder and Managing Director, Blind Ambition
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Waymo, the driverless car company, has begun testing its vehicles on London’s roads and plans to launch a public service in the capital, subject to Government approval. For most people this is a curiosity, a glimpse of the future. For blind and partially sighted people, it is something far bigger. Read the full article at: 
tech-vi@groups.io | Freedom on Four Wheels: What Driverless Cars Could Mean for Blind and Partially Sighted People.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performance will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Fridays]Fridays at the Fountain Concert Series
Fridays, now to August 28th from 5:30 to 8:00 pm - music begins at 6:00 pm
Water Park, 1601 Crystal Drive, Arlington
Start your summer weekends with a free Friday concert series at Water Park, National Landing’s outdoor food hall, featuring live music from DC-region bands. Savor the range of food and beverage offerings from Water Park kiosks and settle in at a table or on the green. 
Fridays at the Fountain is presented by the National Landing BID in partnership with Pipkin Creative.
RSVP Now at Fridays at the Fountain Tickets, Multiple dates | Eventbrite.
###


[bookmark: Yoga]Circle Yoga
Sunday, August 16th from 3:20-4:30 pm
3838 Northampton St. NW, Washington, D.C.
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)  for yoga  with Bonnie Foote. Please do not arrive before 3PM to Circle Yoga as the doors will be locked. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/M5Ceou6fABacvBjd7.
###

[bookmark: ITAI]ITAI Webinar Series: Chromebook Access
From the Maryland Department of Disabilities
Wednesday, August 19th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
This training focuses on optimizing Chromebooks for enhanced accessibility. They will explore both the integrated tools (such as the screen reader, dictation, and display options) and various extensions available through the Chrome Web Store. Participants will acquire the knowledge to configure their Chromebooks to accommodate diverse user needs effectively.
Register now through Zoom
###

[bookmark: Meta]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Meta Glasses Revisited - New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips
Wednesday, August 19th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm 
Online via Zoom 
Register at Meta Glasses Revisited: New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips - Lighthouse Guild 
This session will review Meta’s core features and expand on recent additions to its software. Expect practical insights, real-world use cases, and time for questions and discussion.
Whether you’re already using Meta Glasses or curious about what they can do, this session will help you get the most out of this evolving technology.
Topics Will Include
· Latest Meta Glasses Features
· Most useful functions for accessibility
· Relevant updates and upcoming changes to Meta Glasses
· Practical tips for everyday use
· Live Q&A and group discussion
Come curious, leave informed — and discover what’s new when technology keeps evolving with you in mind.
###

[bookmark: Smart]Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2
Thursday, August 20th at 7:00 pm
Part 1 was presented earlier this summer, and the recording is available on the NLS website. After the presentation and demonstration, they will answer any questions you have about the My Talking Books skill for Alexa-enabled smart speakers.
To access the meeting, go to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1613454948?pwd=2ag8UwHBsBuV12Ca4pqHAXaQeTMFvl.1
Remember that the meeting is recorded. 
To review past programming, including Part 1 of the Updated Preference Options, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/smart-speaking-to-the-smart-speaker.
###

[bookmark: Vibes]District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture
Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
Saturday August 22nd from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
DC Public Library is commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary by showcasing the unique and vibrant contributions Washingtonians have made to America's culture and history.
District Vibes / American Pride: How D.C. Changed American Culture tells the story of D.C. through striking images, artifacts, compelling history, and dynamic programming. 
Washington, D.C. is more than a federal city—it's a mosaic of neighborhoods and communities that have nurtured creativity, learning, music, cuisine, and sports for generations. While the District is smaller geographically than every single U.S. state, within its' 68-square miles residents of the District have contributed groundbreaking ideas that have shaped the nation's imagination and driven meaningful change. 
During your visit you will be guided through the exhibit and be given the opportunity for questions and clarification in an open forum format.
Register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969769
###

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead: Previewing the New Features of Version 3.1 of the NLS Reader
Tuesday, August 25th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the preview they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
### 

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
Tuesday, September 1st at 11:00 am
The group will be discussing The Flower Arrangement by Ella Griffin DB 128309.
Register for Virtual Book Club at Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, September 4th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The group will be discussing Welcome to Cottonmouth by Jay S. Bell, a thriller set in a secret East Texas town for retired spies. To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
September 8th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss how vision changes increase fall risk and practical steps we can take to reduce it.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, September 9th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join as Marguerite Woods shares her passion for travel, accessible arts, and helping older adults with vision loss live fully. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Welcome back from summer break!  Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Health]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
Wednesday, September 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Kimberly Avila, Ph.D. from George Mason University, to discuss accessibility challenges people with vision loss may face in healthcare. Learn about your rights and how to advocate for accessible care.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
Thursday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Join to reconnect after summer and share ideas and experiences for staying connected with vision loss. To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metropolitan Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA). They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###

[bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###
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