[bookmark: _Hlk139533265][image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk171611388][bookmark: _Hlk143176467][bookmark: _Hlk140767550][bookmark: _Hlk151720552][bookmark: _Hlk153463947][bookmark: _Hlk149234067][bookmark: _Hlk151107508][bookmark: _Hlk156482897][bookmark: _Hlk154663176][bookmark: _Hlk158296441][bookmark: _Hlk159515974][bookmark: _Hlk155881401][bookmark: _Hlk178256007][bookmark: _Hlk183682206][bookmark: _Hlk161334152][bookmark: _Hlk169790341][bookmark: _Hlk168577218][bookmark: _Hlk172814561][bookmark: _Hlk171611312]12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 – 301-681-6636
https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

August 20, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Are you using Artificial Intelligence or have you wondered about its assistive technology applications? AFB's new report, Innovation for Access: AI and Its Use as Assistive Technology for People with Disabilities, examines the use of AI-enabled assistive technologies, drawing on findings from a 2025 survey of 1,735 participants, including 1,070 people with disabilities and 665 people without disabilities. More details are here.

You may also want to check out information about the Social Security Administration’s new online tools here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Social Security Administration Announces New Online Tools for Disability Benefits
· New Beta Opportunity with NLS
· AAPD's REV UP Campaign
· New AFB Research Study
· AFB Studios: Explore AFB's Productions, Podcasts, and More!
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 
·  
· District Vibes/American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours! 
· Hadley Institute Tech It Out Discussion Group: Artificial Intelligence Q and A
· That All May eRead: Previewing the New Features of Version 3.1 of the NLS Reader
· Veterans' Services at American Job Center/Wheaton - In-person Information Table
· Coffee & Conversation: A Conversation Circle
· Hadley Institute What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Time to Brew
· Understanding Your Medicare Options with SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Program)
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· New date for September’s Many Faces of BARD Program: Introducing the Web Player
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
· Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
· Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
· MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
###

[bookmark: SSA]SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES NEW ONLINE TOOL FOR DISABILITY BENEFITS
	From Access Fairfax Newsletter
The Social Security Administration has made big improvements to its online site, mySocialSecurity.
These changes:
· Give people more self-service options for disability claims and appeals
· Add online forms one can fill out and submit
· Include a claim status tracker with real-time updates, estimates, and key steps in the process
These new tools help:
· See what is happening with one's claim
· Get information faster
· Move one's case along more efficiently from start to finish
Learn more at Social Security Administration Announces New Online Tools and Notices for Disability Claims | News | SSA.
###



[bookmark: Beta]
NEW BETA OPPORTUNITY WITH NLS
The National Library service for the blind and Print Disabled, (NLS) is looking for patrons who would be interested in beta testing a web player that can be used to play audio books from BARD. This player will be available to NLS patrons and can be used while logged into the BARD web site.
Features of the web player include:
· Increase and decrease playback speed
· The ability to jump through the book by time increments
· Sleep timer
· The ability to monitor the reading location
· Volume adjustment
· The ability to jump directly to any section of the book such as parts and chapters
· Reding synchronization with other BARD platforms that support reading synchronization such as the My Talking Books smart speaker skill. Additional BARD platforms will support synchronization in the coming months.
By signing up for this beta:
· You will be expected to read at least five hours per week using the web player. 
· You will be required to provide feedback on the player through email, focus groups, or other mediums to be announced.
· You will be on a listserv with other Web Player Beta participants to share your experiences and receive feedback from NLS.
· You must agree not to publicly demonstrate or provide recordings of the web player until it is released into production. Violation of this agreement will result in removal from the beta as a participant.
To sign up for the web player beta, send an email at NLSPES@loc.gov.  The email should include your name, and a statement saying you would like to participate in beta testing the NLS web player. The email you provide will be used to place you on the Web Player listserv. When the Beta version of the player is released, NLS will send you an email with instructions on how to use the player.
###

[bookmark: REV]AAPD’S REV UP CAMPAIGN 
Election Day is just around the corner and voting rights have been in the news a lot recently. AAPD's REV UP Campaign is here to help you stay informed and engaged. Mark your calendar for their next REV UP National Call on August 26, 1 - 2 PM ET, for updates about what's happening with voting rights and how to prepare for Election Day. 
Find upcoming events across the country, including REV UP near you, on their REV UP Events Dashboard.
###

[bookmark: AFB]NW AFB RESEARCH STUDY
Artificial Intelligence can readily convert information from one modality to another, making it potentially well-suited for use as assistive technology. AI is already being incorporated into tools such as visual descriptions, captions, and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC).
AFB's new report, Innovation for Access: AI and Its Use as Assistive Technology for People with Disabilities, examines the use of these AI-enabled assistive technologies, drawing on findings from a 2025 survey of 1,735 participants, including 1,070 people with disabilities and 665 people without disabilities.
Among the findings:
· 79% of blind and low-vision (BLV) participants in the full study used AI visual descriptions. Among BLV visual description users, 93% used the technology to read text, while 78% used it to describe photos and 78% to describe scenes.
· Users reported gaps between the actual and ideal accuracy of both AI visual descriptions and AI captions. Some participants also reported mistakes that had serious consequences.
· Visual description users were more comfortable using AI to read sensitive information when the information stayed on their device rather than being shared with a technology company.
· AAC users prioritized human-like voices, appropriate emotional inflection, and greater customization of their communication software.
The report also outlines recommendations for those developing AI for mainstream or assistive technology, including improving accuracy and customization, strengthening privacy and data security practices, and incorporating the needs and experiences of people with disabilities throughout product development.
Explore the full findings and recommendations on how AI is being used as assistive technology by people with and without disabilities.
Read the Report at Innovation for Access | American Foundation for the Blind.
###

[bookmark: AFB2]AFB STUDIOS: EXPLORE AFB’S PRODUCTIONS, PODCASTS, AND MORE!
AFB Studios is the official source for AFB media focused on shifting mainstream perceptions of blindness and amplifying the voices of individuals with vision loss. Discover their latest media releases, including the AFB-produced documentaries, Unseen Horizons and Possibilities, the most recent AccessWorld and AFB Possibilities podcast episodes, and their newest YouTube videos at
https://afb.org/news-publications/afb-studios.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

Ma Rainey's Black Bottom 
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Saturday, Sept 19 at 2:00pm
Round House Theatre | Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, Sept 30 at 7:30pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vibes]District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture
Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
Saturday August 22nd from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
DC Public Library is commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary by showcasing the unique and vibrant contributions Washingtonians have made to America's culture and history.
District Vibes / American Pride: How D.C. Changed American Culture tells the story of D.C. through striking images, artifacts, compelling history, and dynamic programming. 
Washington, D.C. is more than a federal city—it's a mosaic of neighborhoods and communities that have nurtured creativity, learning, music, cuisine, and sports for generations. While the District is smaller geographically than every single U.S. state, within its' 68-square miles residents of the District have contributed groundbreaking ideas that have shaped the nation's imagination and driven meaningful change. 
During your visit you will be guided through the exhibit and be given the opportunity for questions and clarification in an open forum format.
Register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969769
###

[bookmark: HTech]Hadley Institute Tech It Out Discussion Group: Artificial Intelligence Q and A
Tuesday, August 25th at 12:00 pm
AI is everywhere now, even in places you might not expect. Curious about how to make the most of it? Join the discussion to explore practical uses, realistic expectations, and everyday applications of AI. Bring your questions or share how you're already using AI in your daily life.
Sign up to join at Tech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: eRead]That All May eRead: Previewing the New Features of Version 3.1 of the NLS Reader
Tuesday, August 25th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the preview they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
### 

[bookmark: Vets]Veterans' Services at American Job Center/Wheaton - In-person
Information Table
Wednesday, August 26th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Wheaton Library
11701 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring
Staff from the Disabled Veterans Outreach Program, based at Maryland Dept. of Labor/ Worksource Montgomery, will be available to discuss services and assistance available to veterans.
Questions about this event? Call the Library at 240-777-0678.
The table will be in the building lobby immediately outside the Library entrance. 
###

[bookmark: Coffee]Coffee & Conversation: A Conversation Circle
Wednesday, August 26th from 1:30 to 2:45 pm
Benning (Dorothy I. Height) Neighborhood Library
3935 Benning Road, NE
Meeting Room 1 
Join DC Public Library users and staff for coffee and conversation on the last Wednesday of the month at 1:30PM. Drop in for a free cup of coffee and stay for some good conversation!
Coffee & Conversation brings together users from all walks of life in informal conversation focused on relevant and engaging topics discussed over a cup of coffee. Through this exchange of ideas, Coffee & Conversation promotes the library as a place to meet your neighbors and focuses on what people have in common rather than their differences. 
###

[bookmark: Cook]Hadley Institute What’s Cooking Discussion Group: Time to Brew
Wednesday, August 26th at 3:00
Whether you're measuring coffee for the perfect espresso or trying to pour without spills, preparing your favorite drink can come with unique challenges. Join the discussion for ways to up your brewing game, and tips to prepare your favorite coffees and teas. 
Sign up to join at What's Cooking? | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: SHIP]Understanding Your Medicare Options with SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Program)
Thursday, August 27th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Maggie Nightingale Library
19633 Fisher Avenue, Poolesville
The State Health Insurance Assistance Program in Montgomery County offers free, confidential counseling to help people understand Medicare and make informed decisions about health and drug coverage.
SHIP provides unbiased counseling and education to Medicare beneficiaries, their families, and caregivers so they can make informed decisions about their health coverage.
What SHIP Does:
Offers free one-on-one counseling about Medicare options
Helps compare Medicare Advantage, Medigap, and Part D prescription plans
Assists with enrollment and plan changes
Provides information about Medicare savings programs and financial assistance
Helps resolve billing issues and questions about coverage
Educates residents about Medicare fraud and scams
In Montgomery County, the program is run by the Jewish Council for the Aging of Greater Washington and supported by federal, state, and county funding.
Questions about this program? Contact the branch at 240-773-9550
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
Tuesday, September 1st at 11:00 am
The group will be discussing The Flower Arrangement by Ella Griffin DB 128309.
Register for Virtual Book Club at Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: BARD]New Date for September’s Many Faces of BARD Program: Introducing the Web Player
Thursday, September 3rd from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Due to the NLS Biennial National Conference, the Many Faces of BARD program will be held on September 3, which is the first Thursday of the month. The program will resume its regularly scheduled second Thursday of the month in October.
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, September 4th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The group will be discussing Welcome to Cottonmouth by Jay S. Bell, a thriller set in a secret East Texas town for retired spies. To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
September 8th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss how vision changes increase fall risk and practical steps we can take to reduce it.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, September 9th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join as Marguerite Woods shares her passion for travel, accessible arts, and helping older adults with vision loss live fully. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Welcome back from summer break!  Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Health]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
Wednesday, September 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Kimberly Avila, Ph.D. from George Mason University, to discuss accessibility challenges people with vision loss may face in healthcare. Learn about your rights and how to advocate for accessible care.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
Thursday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Join to reconnect after summer and share ideas and experiences for staying connected with vision loss. To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metropolitan Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA). They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###

[bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###
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