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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

August 27, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special note this week is the Arlington County event in observance of the September 11th attack twenty-five years ago here.

Also, MWE announced a new partnership this week with the Raysor Nation Men’s Group here.

You may also want to close out the summer outdoor concert season with the Rosslyn Jazz Fest. Details are here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· MWE Partners With Raysor Nation Men’s Group
· Be My Eyes Partners with Tracfone to Bring 24/7 Accessible Customer Support to Blind and Low Vision Users
· Looking for Participants for Geographic Atrophy Focus Group
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 
·  
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
· Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
· Hadley Recreation Chat: From Garden to Pantry with Vision Loss
· From Remembrance to Renewal: Twenty-five years after the events of September 11
· Fairfax County Library All Access Book Club
· Health Insurance Enrollment Clinic
· New date for September’s Many Faces of BARD Program: Introducing the Web Player
· Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Writing Braille
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
· Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
· Rosslyn Jazz Fest
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
· Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
· LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
· The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
· MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
· North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
· Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
###

[bookmark: Men]MWE PARTNERS WITH RAYSOR NATION MEN’S GROUP
The Raysor Nation Men’s Group is now meeting at the Metropolitan Washington Ear, 12061 Tech Road in Silver Spring on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month from 2:00 to 3:00 pm. The Raysor Nation Men’s Group is committed to enriching and empowering men through Christ-centered fellowship service, and purposeful leadership. They cultivate men of character who lead with compassion, integrity, dignity, and purpose while standing alongside the low-vision and sight-impaired community. Their vision is a world where men of character stand as beacons of light- leading with faith, compassion, integrity, and purpose while championing awareness, dignity, accessibility, and inclusion for the low vision and sight-impaired community.
To get involved contact Christopher Goode at 301-681-6636.
###

[bookmark: Trac]BE MY EYES PARTNERS WITH TRACFONE TO BRING 24/7 ACCESSIBLE CUSTOMER SERVICE SUPPORT TO BLIND AND LOW VISION USERS
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Tracfone has officially joined the Be My Eyes Service Directory, enabling blind and low vision customers across the U.S. to connect with trained Tracfone specialists via live video call for 24/7 dedicated support.
Through the free Be My Eyes app, Tracfone customers can now get real-time visual assistance simply by pointing their smartphone camera at their phone packaging, screen, or device. Tracfone specialists can see what the customer sees and provide step-by-step guidance on everyday wireless tasks, including activating a new device or SIM card, refilling service plans, setting up digital features, or troubleshooting network connectivity issues.
Read the full article, including how it works, at Be My Eyes Partners with Tracfone to Bring 24/7 Accessible Customer Support to Blind and Low Vision Users - Be My Eyes.
###

[bookmark: Focus]LOOKING FOR PARTICIPANTS FOR GEOGRAPHIC ATROPHY FOCUS GROUP
Forwarded by The Foundation Fighting Blindness
The Center for Information and Study on Clinical Research Participation (CISCRP), a non-profit organization, is planning a virtual focus group for those diagnosed with geographic atrophy, or those caring for a loved one diagnosed with geographic atrophy (GA).
About the Focus Group: 
· Participation will consist of a single, 2-hour virtual meeting on Zoom with 6 – 8 participants total.
· The meeting will take place in September 2026 (exact date/time to be determined based on participant availability).
· At the meeting they will discuss perceptions and experiences with GA treatments, as well as treatment preferences.
· The goal of the focus group is not to promote any particular treatment, but rather to learn from patients and caregivers how to best support the unique needs of individuals with GA.
Who can participate? 
· Adults (70+ years of age) diagnosed with Geographic Atrophy, an advanced form of dry age-related macular degeneration (AMD)
· Those with a visual acuity score above 20/200
· Reside in the United States 
· Caregivers to a patient matching the above criteria
As a thank you for their time, CISCRP will provide an honorarium to those who are eligible and participate.
If you are interested in participating in this opportunity or have any additional questions, please contact:
Elena Wade
Phone: 617-725-2750 ext. 414
Email: ewade@ciscrp.org
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom 
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Saturday, Sept 19th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###

[bookmark: Kens]Kensington Park No Pressure Audio Book Club - Virtual
Monday, August 31st from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Virtual Branch
Audiobook lovers, drop in for an informal and wide-ranging discussion without the pressure of reading an assigned title. All readers are welcome whether you read with your ears or eyes.  Talk about a book title that you really enjoyed.
Join the event at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85480395484
Or Dial In: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 854 8039 5484
Questions about this program? Contact the branch 240-773-9515
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
Tuesday, September 1st at 11:00 am
The group will be discussing The Flower Arrangement by Ella Griffin DB 128309.
Register for Virtual Book Club at Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: Chat]Hadley Recreation Chat: From Garden to Pantry with Vision Loss
Tuesday, September 1st at 12:00 pm
Is harvesting, cleaning, or preserving fresh produce getting a little trickier with vision loss? Join the chat to swap tips for freezing, canning, drying, and storing homegrown or farmers market fruits and vegetables.
Sign up to join at Recreation Chat | Hadley.
###

[bookmark: Sept]From Remembrance to Renewal: Twenty-five years after the events of September 11
Tuesday, September 1st from 6:30 to 8:00 pm
This is a hybrid event with online or in-person participation available.
Location: Amazon HQ2, 510 14th St S, Arlington 
Join Arlington County Government and the Military Women's Memorial for an evening of remembrance, reflection, and resilience as they honor those whose lives were forever changed and explore the enduring strength of a community that came together in the face of unimaginable tragedy. 
This special program will examine the profound impact of 9/11 on our Nation, the Arlington community, and those who answered the call to serve. As they commemorate this milestone anniversary, they will also reflect on the healing, unity, and hope that have emerged over the past quarter century.
The evening will feature a panel discussion with:
· Jim Schwartz, Deputy County Manager (Retired), Arlington County
· CW5 (Ret.) Phyllis Wilson, President, Military Women's Memorial
· Additional speakers to be confirmed
Following the panel, in-person attendees will have the opportunity to participate in a moderated question-and-answer session before joining fellow guests for networking and continued conversation.
Each attendee must register individually using their full legal name. For Amazon security purposes, all guests will be vetted prior to the event and will receive a name badge and event credentials upon check-in. Registrations that do not include a full name for each attendee may not be honored. The registration deadline is August 23.
Register for the event at Remembrance to Renewal: Community Reflection on 25th Anniversary of 9/11 Tickets, Tuesday, September 1  •  5:30 PM - 8:30 PM | Eventbrite.
Watch the live stream on YouTube at Remembrance to Renewal | Community Reflection on 25th Anniversary of 9/11.
###

[bookmark: Access]Fairfax County Library All Access Book Club
Thursday, September 3rd at 11:00 am via free conference call. 
They will be discussing The Messy Lives of Book People by Phaedra Patrick. 
To join the event:
· Call 703-324-1800 or toll-free number 1-877-862-8112
· At the prompt, enter the code 389887#
For more information, contact Access Services Library at 703-324-8380 or email libas@fairfaxcounty.gov.
###

[bookmark: Clinic]Health Insurance Enrollment Clinic
Presented by HealthCare Access Maryland
Thursday, September 3rd from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
Hyattsville Library
6530 Adelphi Road, Conference Room 1
Need health insurance? Receive free, in-person assistance from a certified consumer assistance worker (CAW) who can help you complete your application, explore health coverage options, and determine if you qualify for cost savings for a private health plan or see if you qualify for free health coverage through Medicaid. In-person application assistance available by appointment only.
To schedule an appointment, please call the HealthCare Access Maryland Call Center at (410) 500-4710 or (855) 288-3667 (toll-free).
If you are interested in accessing the free on-site assistance with Maryland Health Connection, you'll need:
· Photo ID
· Birth dates
· Social Security number or other document number
· Employer and income information
· Citizenship or immigration information
· Information about any job-related health insurance available to you
###

[bookmark: BARD]New Date for September’s Many Faces of BARD Program: Introducing the Web Player
Thursday, September 3rd from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Due to the NLS Biennial National Conference, the Many Faces of BARD program will be held on September 3, which is the first Thursday of the month. The program will resume its regularly scheduled second Thursday of the month in October.
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Hadley Embracing Braille Discussion Group: Writing Braille
Thursday, September 3rd at 10:30 am
Did you know there’s more than one tool for writing braille? Are you learning to read braille but aren’t sure the best time to learn the writing process, too? Bring your questions and ideas as they discuss the ins and outs of braille writing.
Sign up to join at Embracing Braille | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, September 4th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The group will be discussing Welcome to Cottonmouth by Jay S. Bell, a thriller set in a secret East Texas town for retired spies. To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
September 8th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss how vision changes increase fall risk and practical steps we can take to reduce it.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, September 9th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join as Marguerite Woods shares her passion for travel, accessible arts, and helping older adults with vision loss live fully. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Welcome back from summer break!  Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Rosslyn Jazz Fest
Saturday, September 12th from 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Gateway Park
1300 Lee Highway, Arlington
Join the Rosslyn BID and Arlington Arts at the 34th Rosslyn Jazz Fest 2026 for free live jazz, funk & soul, food trucks, local vendors, and family-friendly outdoor entertainment. One of the largest cultural events in Arlington, Jazz Fest is the best way to end the summer! Read the full press release here. 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rosslyn-jazz-fest-2026-tickets-1993473208028?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Health]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
Wednesday, September 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Kimberly Avila, Ph.D. from George Mason University, to discuss accessibility challenges people with vision loss may face in healthcare. Learn about your rights and how to advocate for accessible care.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
Thursday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Join to reconnect after summer and share ideas and experiences for staying connected with vision loss. To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
Saturday, September 19th from 2:20 to 3:30 pm
12820 Long Green Pike, Hydes, MD 21082
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special tactile tour and wine tasting at Boordy Vineyards, Maryland's oldest family-owned winery, which celebrates more than 80 years of winemaking and generations of agricultural heritage. Participants will enjoy a seated tactile exploration of the winery, learn about the vineyard's history, and experience the winemaking process through touch and storytelling. The program concludes with a guided tasting of Boordy's award-winning wines in a welcoming and accessible setting. Space is limited to 15 participants, so register early to reserve your spot.  
NOTE: 
This event is only open to LBPD patrons 21+ years and older. At this time, patrons may not bring guests. 
Transportation to the vineyard will not be provided.
Register at https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/Boordy26?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
For questions about this event, please contact Ashley Biggs at the library. She can be reached at 410-230-2430 or via email: ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Cinema]The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
Friday, September 14th 
Touch tour at 5:00 pm
Movie at 7:00 pm
Library of Congress Coolidge Auditorium
Thomas Jefferson Building 10 First Street, Ground Floor
Join a special screening of the Brailled It documentary, where for the first time, blind and low-vision kids take control of the cameras and capture their own experiences at the annual Braille Challenge — a weekend of high-pressure competition and raw coming-of-age moments. A panel presentation with documentary director David Grabias and impact producer Conchita Hernandez Legorreta will follow the screening. 
Come early to enjoy family-friendly activities for all ages and experience the Library’s historic Thomas Jefferson Building through their touch tours. Touch tours allow participants to experience the architectural, artistic and historic details of the Thomas Jefferson Building through tactile exploration. Activities and tours start at 5 p.m. The movie will begin at 7 p.m.
Free tickets are at https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/47786769/the-brailled-it-experiencecinema-for-all-washington-events-from-the-library-of-congress.
This event is presented by the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled, a free audiobook and braille library service at the Library of Congress for people with temporary or permanent low vision, blindness, or a physical, perceptual or reading disability that makes it difficult to read print. Learn more at loc.gov/nls.
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metropolitan Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA). They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###
[bookmark: NE]
North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
Music Makes Magic Featuring the Irish Breakfast Band
Sunday, September 20th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Northeast Neighborhood Library
330 7th Street, Northeast
The Irish Breakfast Band is a multi-generational group of DC, Northern Virginia, and Maryland residents who meet on Saturday mornings for a potluck breakfast and rehearsal of their vast repertoire of Celtic tunes. 
Concerts are held in the outside garden area. Bring your lawn chair and love of music.
In the event of uncooperative weather, the concert will be in the Lower Level Room.
###

[bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Web]Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
Tuesday, September 29th at 7:00 pm
Location: Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 
Smart glasses and wearable technology are advancing rapidly, offering exciting new possibilities alongside complex choices for individuals with low vision and their caregivers. Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness Mid-Atlantic and South Florida Chapters for a practical, honest exploration of today's market designed to help you cut through the hype and make informed decisions.
The featured speaker is Anthony Corona — Writer, broadcaster, accessibility consultant, host of Sunday Edition with Anthony Corona, and Communications & Outreach Consultant with Open Doors Organization. Drawing from his lived experience with blindness since 2016, Anthony advocates for disability inclusion and explores the intersection of technology, culture, and accessibility.
REGISTER NOW at Wearable Technology Virtual Event — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###
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