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August 6, 2026
Dear Listeners,

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Thanks to Theresa Breeden and the ACBVA Monthly Magnifier newsletter for alerting us to an innovative navigation device now available. Read about it here.

There’s also an unusually wide variety of events and opportunities in this week’s calendar. I hope you find them interesting and useful.

Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Fairfax County Employment Services Available for Individuals with Disabilities
· New Tech in the Maryland AT Library
· An Innovative Navigation Device Comes to the United States
· AAPD Podcast: "The Realities of Traveling by Plane with a Disability" on NPR 1A
· Opportunity to Advocate for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities in Fairfax County
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· TUG Meeting Announcement: AI Tools
· iBUG Café: Demo on the Notes App 
· Aging and Vision Loss: What You Need to Know and How You Can Help
· American Council of the Blind of Virginia August Program Features Laurel Wheeler
· Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
· [bookmark: FFB]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tour
· Many Faces of BARD: Updating the DA2
· Circle Yoga
· ITAI Webinar Series: Chromebook Access
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Meta Glasses Revisited - New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips
· Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2.
· District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
· Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
· Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
###

[bookmark: Employ]FAIRFAX COUNTY EMPLOYMENT SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR INDIVDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
Individuals with disabilities are important members of the workforce and deserve chances to use and grow their skills. The Department of Family Services helps job seekers with disabilities in several ways.
Employment and Training Services have four workforce centers that are open and accessible to everyone. These centers include adaptive technology, training, skill‑building, and employment opportunities to support your job search and career goals.
In addition, they can connect you with specialized employment programs, including the Ticket to Work career program, Virginia Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services, Service Source, and The AbilityOne Program.
You can make a virtual or in‑person appointment to learn more about how these services and programs can support your goals.
You can schedule an appointment at One-Stop Employment Resource Center Services | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: MLPD]NEW TECH IN THE MARYLAND AT LIBRARY
From the Maryland Department of Disabilities Technology Assistance Program (TAP)
Check out some of the newest devices in the library. One of particular interest is the Patriot Vision 5FHD- A hand-held digital magnifier offering 2X to 32X magnification, multiple display modes, freeze text, highlighting, reading text horizontally and vertically, and capture/save/recall images for easier viewing.
More information about the AT library is at MDTAP Device Library and Service Locations.
###

[bookmark: Nav]AN INNOVATIVE NAVIGATION DEVICE COMES TO THE UNITED STATES
From ACBVA
Exciting news for the blindness community! Ability2Access is now the master distributor in the U.S. for the feelSpace naviBelt, an innovative navigation device designed to help people who are blind or have low vision travel with greater confidence and independence.
The naviBelt is worn around the waist and uses 16 vibration pads to provide directional guidance. Instead of relying only on spoken directions, the belt communicates through tactile vibrations, allowing users to keep their ears available for traffic and other important environmental sounds.
The naviBelt offers turn-by-turn routing using Apple Maps and a B-Line feature that points users in the general direction of their destination. It is designed to complement established mobility tools such as a white cane or guide dog, not replace them.
Originally developed as a research project in Germany, the naviBelt has been refined into a navigation tool intended to support orientation and independent travel.
Learn more from Ability2Access
Learn more about the feelSpace naviBelt
###

[bookmark: Pod]AAPD PODCAST: “THE REALITIES OF TRAVELING BY PLANE WITH A DISABILITY
On July 16, AAPD President and CEO Maria Town appeared on the NPR 1A podcast to discuss air travel accessibility. 
Listen to the podcast. (The realities of traveling by plane with a disability | 1A)
###

[bookmark: Opp]
OPPORTUNITY TO ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL AND SENSORY DISABILITIES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY
You can help advocate for people with physical and sensory disabilities by joining the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board (FA-DSB), a group of 15 volunteers who work to improve local services. If you've lived with disabilities or have experience using social services, your insight is invaluable for creating fairer, more effective programs. You're welcome to apply if you receive public assistance like SNAP or Medicaid, but you cannot work for the Department of Family Services. Contact your local Board of Supervisors representative to apply.
Learn more at Family Services Boards, Authorities, Commissions | Family Services.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performance will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
The Notebook
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Sunday, August 23rd at 7:30pm
The Notebook - Broadway at The National

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: TUG]TUG Meeting Announcement: AI Tools
Saturday, August 8th from 10:00 to 11:00 am
The Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled’s Technology User Group (TUG) will be showcasing a plethora of creative AI tools: think of it as a digital playground where imagination takes center stage. Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be all over the headlines, but it doesn't have to be intimidating. In fact, you'll see just how surprisingly fun and easy it can be to experiment with these tools yourself.
During the presentation, they will spotlight a variety of technologies that spark creativity, inspire new ideas, and help you express your own talents in fresh ways. Whether you're curious, cautious, or already dabbling, this session will entertain, surprise, and maybe even ignite a new hobby.

Call in Number:
1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293​#
 
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,6562037293# 

Webcast:
https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523
###

[bookmark: iBug]iBUG Café: Demo on the Notes App 
Sunday, August 9th at 5:00 pm
iBUG Cafe will demonstrate how to use the Notes App on your iPhone with Voiceover.
Here are some of the topics covered in the presentation:
* Overview of the App
* Creating a new note
* Formatting
* Building a checklist
* Overview of the screen layout
* Creating folders, sorting, and reviewing smart folders
* Notes settings

Join the Zoom conference using the options below. 

For a computer or the app, click the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/7428486329?pwd=M003RmZaa3pTbWRlZ00xbSs4YTlmUT09

Or, use the one-tap mobile link from a smartphone:
+13462487799,,7428486329#,,,,*369978#

Or, type in the Meeting ID and Password below:
Meeting ID: 742 848 6329,
Password: 369978

To dial from a phone, call:
+1 3462487799 US
###

[bookmark: Aging]Aging and Vision Loss: What You Need to Know and How You Can Help
Monday, August 10th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
Join the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) Public Policy and Research Institute for this free presentation. Join virtually via Zoom or attend in person at the WVU School of Medicine Charleston Campus.
The presentation will feature Dr. Priscilla Rogers, Dr. Arielle Silverman, and Angie Whistler.
Whether you're an older adult, family member, caregiver, healthcare provider, rehabilitation professional, or simply interested in learning more, all are welcome to attend.
During this presentation, participants will learn about:
· Common causes of age-related vision loss and their impact on daily activities.
· Assistive technologies and simple interventions for older adults with vision loss.
· Respectful ways to interact with people who are blind or have low vision.
· Vision rehabilitation services and other useful resources.
	Register to attend virtually via Zoom at Meeting Registration - Zoom



	Attend Virtually at Aging & Vision Loss: What You Need to Know and How You Can Help Tickets, Monday, August 10  •  2 PM - 4 PM | Eventbrite.


###


[bookmark: ACBVA]American Council of the Blind of Virginia August Program Features Laurel Wheeler
Monday, August 10th at 7:00 pm
Laurel Wheeler is a bright, lively young woman with a mission.    While completing her studies in Finland, Laurel learned that it is very hard for many blind people in other countries to get the adaptive equipment they need to live independently.  Laurel wanted very much to help, so at the ripe young age of 26, she started the Laurel Wheeler Foundation.  Come hear how the foundation has grown over the past nine years. There may be opportunities for you to get involved in this wonderful work.
For more information and to get the Zoom link for the meeting, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org.
###

[bookmark: Credit]Dollars & Sense: Understanding Credit, Saving and AT Loans
Tuesday, August 11th from 12:30 to 1:00 pm
Join the Maryland Department of Disabilities for an informative Lunch & Learn designed to help you build financial confidence. Learn the basics of credit, discover practical strategies for saving money, and explore how Assistive Technology (AT) Loans can help you finance equipment and technology that supports greater independence. Whether you're just starting your financial journey or looking to make smarter financial decisions, this session will provide valuable tools, resources, and practical tips to help you achieve your goals.
Register Here (Webinar Registration - Zoom).
###

[bookmark: FFB2]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a Life Fully with Vision Loss
Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 pm
Location: Online via Zoom (registration required)
The Quarterly Vision Webinar of the Foundation Fighting Blindness will be highlighting the stories of individuals who are thriving, breaking barriers, and pursuing their passions at the highest levels. Learn how the panelists navigate daily life and get inspired to live fully. Whether you are living with vision loss yourself, caring for a loved one, or working as a healthcare professional, these stories will move and motivate you. 
Meet the Panel
· Davida Luehrs (The Dancer): Explores how rhythm, movement, and spatial awareness transcend sight.
· Pamela McGonigle (The Chief Operating Officer): Discusses executing national organization strategies and driving operational success.
· Havah Welak (The Pageant Competitor): Highlights representation, confidence, and presence on the stage.
REGISTER NOW 
at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Champions of Vision-Living a life fully with low vision — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For more information, please reach out to Bailey Bostelman at
BBostelman@FightingBlindness.org.
###


[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tour
Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 pm 
Smithsonian American Art Museum
Registration is free, but required and closes on Wednesday, August 12.
Registration is at Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours | Smithsonian American Art Museum.
Join for an exploration of artworks that evoke travel and escape.
Travel Far and Wide: The Art of Escapism
Summer is the time for vacations—families across the country pack their swimsuits and sandals to head to their favorite resort or beach. And artists have been capturing these moments from the very beginning. The ease of relaxing in the sand, eating your favorite flavor of ice cream, taking in the sun and sights. Nothing like escaping the pressures of daily life. It’s a total vibe. But not all escapism is a day at the beach. Sometimes escaping is setting out on a grand adventure with all its joys and dangers, or a protest for self-determination and a better future, or a journey down forgotten roads through the remnants of the past. 
Can’t make it to this America InSight program? The next virtual America InSight program is on Thursday, November 19. If you have any questions, please feel free to email them at SAAMAccess@si.edu.
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Updating the DA2
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, August 13th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
[bookmark: v1WinZmBookmark_z43C1D]The National Library Service (NLS) will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: Yoga]Circle Yoga
Sunday, August 16th from 3:20-4:30 pm
3838 Northampton St. NW, Washington, D.C.
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)  for yoga  with Bonnie Foote. Please do not arrive before 3PM to Circle Yoga as the doors will be locked. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/M5Ceou6fABacvBjd7.
###

[bookmark: ITAI]ITAI Webinar Series: Chromebook Access
From the Maryland Department of Disabilities
Wednesday, August 19th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
This training focuses on optimizing Chromebooks for enhanced accessibility. They will explore both the integrated tools (such as the screen reader, dictation, and display options) and various extensions available through the Chrome Web Store. Participants will acquire the knowledge to configure their Chromebooks to accommodate diverse user needs effectively.
Register now through Zoom
###

[bookmark: Meta]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Meta Glasses Revisited - New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips
Wednesday, August 19th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm 
Online via Zoom 
Register at Meta Glasses Revisited: New Features, Updates & Accessibility Tips - Lighthouse Guild 
This session will review Meta’s core features and expand on recent additions to its software. Expect practical insights, real-world use cases, and time for questions and discussion.
Whether you’re already using Meta Glasses or curious about what they can do, this session will help you get the most out of this evolving technology.
Topics Will Include
· Latest Meta Glasses Features
· Most useful functions for accessibility
· Relevant updates and upcoming changes to Meta Glasses
· Practical tips for everyday use
· Live Q&A and group discussion
Come curious, leave informed — and discover what’s new when technology keeps evolving with you in mind.
###

[bookmark: Smart]Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Updated Preference Options in the My Talking Books Skill on Alexa: Part 2.
Thursday, August 20th at 7:00 pm
Part 1 was presented earlier this summer, and the recording is available on the NLS website. After the presentation and demonstration, they will answer any questions you have about the My Talking Books skill for Alexa-enabled smart speakers.
To access the meeting, go to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1613454948?pwd=2ag8UwHBsBuV12Ca4pqHAXaQeTMFvl.1
Remember that the meeting is recorded. 
To review past programming, including Part 1 of the Updated Preference Options, please go to www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/smart-speaking-to-the-smart-speaker.
###

[bookmark: Vibes]District Vibes / American Pride: How DC Changed American Culture
Visually Descriptive Exhibit Tours!
Saturday August 22nd from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
DC Public Library is commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary by showcasing the unique and vibrant contributions Washingtonians have made to America's culture and history.
District Vibes / American Pride: How D.C. Changed American Culture tells the story of D.C. through striking images, artifacts, compelling history, and dynamic programming. 
Washington, D.C. is more than a federal city—it's a mosaic of neighborhoods and communities that have nurtured creativity, learning, music, cuisine, and sports for generations. While the District is smaller geographically than every single U.S. state, within its' 68-square miles residents of the District have contributed groundbreaking ideas that have shaped the nation's imagination and driven meaningful change. 
During your visit you will be guided through the exhibit and be given the opportunity for questions and clarification in an open forum format.
Register at https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/16969769
###

[bookmark: Camp]Camping with the Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
Friday, August 28th at 11:00 am. 
Departing from Franconia-Springfield Metro station on The Metro MWABA is heading to Prince William Forest for a two-night trip from Friday, August 28 through Sunday, August 30, and they want as many of you there as possible. Prince William Forest is a beautiful national park about 45 minutes south of DC, with over 15,000 acres of forested trails, creeks, and wildlife to explore. They will handle meals together as a group, and everyone will pitch in with a task or two over the weekend to keep things running smoothly. No camping experience necessary, and if you don't have gear, don't worry about it. Guide dogs are welcome on this trip. 
Sign up at MWABA Prince William Forest sign-up 2026 by July 28th to secure your spot and stay tuned for more details as the trip gets closer.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild and Reader’s Digest Partners for Sight Foundation Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss
Tuesday, September 1st at 11:00 am
The group will be discussing The Flower Arrangement by Ella Griffin DB 128309.
Register for Virtual Book Club at Virtual Book Club for Individuals with Vision Loss - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, September 4th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The group will be discussing Welcome to Cottonmouth by Jay S. Bell, a thriller set in a secret East Texas town for retired spies. To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
September 8th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss how vision changes increase fall risk and practical steps we can take to reduce it.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, September 9th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join as Marguerite Woods shares her passion for travel, accessible arts, and helping older adults with vision loss live fully. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Welcome back from summer break!  Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov. 
###
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