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September 11, 2026

Dear Listeners,

This Friday, September 11th marks 25 years since the unprecedented attack on our nation. Our hearts go out to all the families affected by that tragedy.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Prince George's County Launches GoPGC
· MARC Train to Launch Direct Weekday Service Between Montgomery County and Baltimore
· Announcing ACBVA’s Technology and Training Fund
· 10 National Parks That Make the Outdoors More Accessible
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 
·  
· Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Exercise for Fitness, Balance, and Strength - Low Vision Friendly (In-Person Event)
· Technology User Group Meeting
· 8th Annual Latine Conference for People with Disabilities
· Rosslyn Jazz Fest
· National Disability Voting Rights Week (DVRW) Kick-Off Call 
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· Air Travel While Disabled Webinar
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual  Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Smartphone Accessibility Overview
· Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
· Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Effective Use of the Reading History and the Streaming History and What’s the Difference
· DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
· Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
· LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
· The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
· ACBVA Program: Stan Gowin and His Traveling Adventures
· MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
· North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
· Insights Forum Call
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
· Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
· That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
· MWABA October Book Club
###

[bookmark: PG]PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY LAUNCHES GoPGC
The launch of Prince George’s GoPGC, a systemwide rebrand of the County's transit network, provides a long-term framework for improving mobility and creating a transit system that responds to the County's changing population, development patterns, and transportation needs.
Under the new system, the County's transit services will include:
· GoPGC, formerly TheBus, the County's fare-free fixed-route bus service.
· PGC Link, an on-demand service using smaller vehicles and flexible routes based on real-time rider demand.
· Plus, formerly Call-A-Bus, the County's demand-response service for eligible seniors and individuals with disabilities who are unable to use traditional fixed-route transit.
· Express, an anticipated limited-stop service designed to provide faster connections between major destinations with fewer stops, transit priority, and other mobility enhancements.
Full details are available at Prince George's County Commemorates 35 Years of Transit Service and Officially Launches GoPGC.
###

[bookmark: MARC]MARC TRAIN TO LAUNCH DIRECT WEEKDAY SERVICE BETWEEN MONTGOMERY COUNTY AND BALTIMORE
Forwarded by MWE Volunteer Evelyn Jemionek
The Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) will launch a new direct weekday MARC Train connection between Montgomery County and Baltimore beginning Monday, September 28.
The new service will provide a one-seat, transfer-free connection between communities along the Brunswick and Camden lines, including Germantown, Gaithersburg, Rockville, Kensington, Silver Spring, College Park, Laurel and Baltimore. 
Full details are available at MARC Train to Launch Direct Weekday Service Between Montgomery County and Baltimore - The MoCo Show.
###

[bookmark: Fund]ANNOUNCING ACBVA’S TECHNOLOGY AND TRAINING FUND
The American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA) has officially launched the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund.
To learn about what this fund can do for you—either as a customer or a trainer-- check out their website at: https://acbva.org/ttf-info/.
The link includes guidelines and FAQs. 
If you are a blind or low vision person living in Virginia and if you need assistive technology or training to help you become more proficient in using technology, they welcome your application. You do not have to belong to ACBVA to apply. If you cannot complete the application online independently, they can help. Please go to the following link for the application: https://acbva.org/ttf-customer/
If you are a trainer who loves to work with blind or low vision people to help them learn to use their technology more effectively, they need you! The application to provide training or technical support can be found at: https://acbva.org/ttf-train-support/
For more information, email tech-fund@acbva.org or leave a message at 540-318-3450.
###

[bookmark: Parks]10 NATIONAL PARKS THAT MAKE THE OUTDOORS MORE ACCESSIBLE
From Fodors’ Travel 
Forwarded by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
These national parks in the U.S. offer thoughtful tools and adaptations for visitors with a wide variety of disabilities.
Despite the fact that all the parks are under the umbrella of the National Park Service, accessibility can vary greatly. Accessibility also means something different to each visitor. That’s why the availability of detailed information is essential, allowing travelers to plan for individual needs. In that spirit, this article features 10 national parks with extensive accessibility features, from wheelchair-accessible paths and American Sign Language (ASL) tours to tactile museum exhibits, sensory tools, and other ways that visitors with disabilities can explore America’s natural wonders.
The full article is available at The Most Accessible National Parks in the U.S.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom 
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Saturday, Sept 19th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

The Score
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 3 at 2pm
Brian Cox is Bach in The Score 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Dirty Dancing
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 4 at 7:30pm
Dirty Dancing - Broadway at The National

The Fruits of our Labor 
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, Oct 10 at 2pm 
The Fruits of Our Labor | Arena Stage

Maybe Happy Ending 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 11 at 7:30pm
Maybe Happy Ending - Broadway at The National

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, Oct 21 at 7pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 31 at 2pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Exercise for Fitness, Balance, and Strength - Low Vision Friendly (In-Person Event)
Friday, September 11th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Reston Regional Library – ELL Area 
11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston, VA 20190
Guest Speaker: Jane Nash
With low vision, it is extremely important to maintain muscular endurance, strength, flexibility and balance to reduce the incidences of trip and fall accidents.  Jane Nash has over 38 years’ experience as a certified personal trainer and group fitness instructor and has worked with seniors and people who have low vision. Join Jane as she explains and illustrates simple exercises with big benefits. 
Wear comfortable clothes and comfy shoes so you can try a few moves!
VIP Inquiries? Contact: 
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group Meeting
Saturday, September 12th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) will present a two-part program designed to both inform and inspire.
First, embark on a guided tour of braille displays, their characteristics, functional distinctions, and the often-overlooked nuances that separate one model from another. They will examine price ranges, features, and real-world usability to help you determine which device aligns best with your reading style. They will also discuss ways to obtain a braille display at no cost.
Next, they turn their attention to the newest innovation from NLS: the BARD Web Player. This skill promises to reshape how readers interact with BARD materials. Soon, you will be able to play your books directly on your computer and seamlessly transfer playback between your desktop and your Alexa device. The ability to move your listening experience from one environment to another without losing your place marks a notable step forward in accessible digital reading.
Zoom Link (https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523#success) 
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
###

[bookmark: Latine]8th Annual Latine Conference for People with Disabilities
Saturday, September 12th from 12:00 to 4:00 pm
Rita Bright Family and Youth Center
2500 - 14th Street, NW
You will have the opportunity to learn about services, resources and supports available to people with disabilities and their families in DC.
The event will be held in Spanish with ASL and English interpretation available at no cost.  If you need accommodations or have any questions, please contact Carla McCaskill at (202) 710-3049 or carla.mccaskill@dc.gov. 
Register at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtc1Ica_vEQVtDoq_WwHz7-W9UQkdUTFdRSUI4WDdIVFBVRUk3SzgzSU00VC4u&route=shorturl. 
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Rosslyn Jazz Fest
Saturday, September 12th from 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Gateway Park
1300 Lee Highway, Arlington
Join the Rosslyn BID and Arlington Arts at the 34th Rosslyn Jazz Fest 2026 for free live jazz, funk & soul, food trucks, local vendors, and family-friendly outdoor entertainment. One of the largest cultural events in Arlington, Jazz Fest is the best way to end the summer! Read the full press release here. 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rosslyn-jazz-fest-2026-tickets-1993473208028?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
###

[bookmark: DVRW]National Disability Voting Rights Week (DVRW) Kick-Off Call 
Monday, September 14th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
The disability community is a significant voting bloc but faces many barriers to the ballot. That's why this kick-off call is organized around the theme "Be an Accessible Democracy Defender." Accessibility is everyone's responsibility, and when communities join together, we are powerful and can create change.
The call will include the Polling Place Accessibility Game Show!
Registration and more details are available at Disability Voting Rights Week National Kick-Off Call · REV UP, American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD).
###
[bookmark: Cinema]

The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
Friday, September 14th 
Touch tour at 5:00 pm
Movie at 7:00 pm
Library of Congress Coolidge Auditorium
Thomas Jefferson Building 10 First Street, Ground Floor
Join a special screening of the Brailled It documentary, where for the first time, blind and low-vision kids take control of the cameras and capture their own experiences at the annual Braille Challenge — a weekend of high-pressure competition and raw coming-of-age moments. A panel presentation with documentary director David Grabias and impact producer Conchita Hernandez Legorreta will follow the screening. 
Come early to enjoy family-friendly activities for all ages and experience the Library’s historic Thomas Jefferson Building through their touch tours. Touch tours allow participants to experience the architectural, artistic and historic details of the Thomas Jefferson Building through tactile exploration. 
Free tickets are at https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/47786769/the-brailled-it-experiencecinema-for-all-washington-events-from-the-library-of-congress.
This event is presented by the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled, a free audiobook and braille library service at the Library of Congress for people with temporary or permanent low vision, blindness, or a physical, perceptual or reading disability that makes it difficult to read print. Learn more at loc.gov/nls.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Program: Stan Gowin and His Traveling Adventures
September 14th at 7:00 pm
The Zoom link will be available a few days prior to September 14th. 
Traveling as a Blind Person is challenging but the rewards are unique. When Stan Gowin and his wife retired, they decided to make travel a major part of their new life. They have travelled together and separately around the United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, and recently North Africa. They travelled by air, sea, automobile, and train.
Stan admits that there are blind travelers with more experience than he has and he marvels at their adventures. But he says: "regardless of this comparison, each of us has found unique ways to meet the difficulties of travel and unique ways to interpret and enjoy the world we travel through."
For more information, please contact Sue Bowmaster at s.bowmaster@cox.net.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Air]Air Travel While Disabled Webinar
Forwarded by AAPD 
Tuesday, September 15th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
A free virtual discussion of the challenges, tips, and tricks for flying.
This Webinar is presented by The Ride Ahead.
Register for the webinar. (Webinars — The Ride Ahead)
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Health]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
Wednesday, September 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Kimberly Avila, Ph.D. from George Mason University, to discuss accessibility challenges people with vision loss may face in healthcare. Learn about your rights and how to advocate for accessible care.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Smartphone Accessibility Overview
Wednesday, September 16th from 3:00 TO 4:00 pm
A live, online webinar exploring accessibility features available on iPhone and Android for blind and low vision users.
Register at Smartphone Accessibility Overview - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
Thursday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Join to reconnect after summer and share ideas and experiences for staying connected with vision loss. To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Smart]Smart Speaking to the Smart Speaker: Effective Use of the Reading History and the Streaming History and What’s the Difference
Thursday, September 17th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will answer any questions you have about the My Talking Books skill for Alexa-enabled smart speakers.
To access the meeting, go to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1613454948?pwd=2ag8UwHBsBuV12Ca4pqHAXaQeTMFvl.1.
###

[bookmark: Vote]DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
Saturday, September 19th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm
DC Board of Elections
1015 Half Street, SE, 7th Floor
In recognition of Disability Voting Rights Week, this free event will provide information and resources to help ensure every eligible voter can confidently access the voting process.
PARTICIPANTS WILL:
· Learn about voting rights and available accommodations
· Explore language access services
· Receive a demonstration of the Ballot Marking Device (BMD)
· Have the opportunity to register to vote
· Connect with Board of Elections staff and accessibility resources
If you require an accommodation or language interpretation services, please contact:
Kenia Flores
ADA and Language Coordinator
kflores@dcboe.org
202-617-9708
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
Saturday, September 19th at 1:30 pm
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E
Rated: PG-13
Run Time: 2 hours, 12 minutes
*Sensory note: Loud sounds, large crowds, flashing lights
###

[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
Saturday, September 19th from 2:20 to 3:30 pm
12820 Long Green Pike, Hydes, MD 21082
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special tactile tour and wine tasting at Boordy Vineyards, Maryland's oldest family-owned winery, which celebrates more than 80 years of winemaking and generations of agricultural heritage. Participants will enjoy a seated tactile exploration of the winery, learn about the vineyard's history, and experience the winemaking process through touch and storytelling. The program concludes with a guided tasting of Boordy's award-winning wines in a welcoming and accessible setting. Space is limited to 15 participants, so register early to reserve your spot.  
NOTE: 
This event is only open to LBPD patrons 21+ years and older. At this time, patrons may not bring guests. 
Transportation to the vineyard will not be provided.
Register at https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/Boordy26?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
For questions about this event, please contact Ashley Biggs at the library. She can be reached at 410-230-2430 or via email: ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes. They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###
[bookmark: NELib]
[bookmark: NE]North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
Music Makes Magic Featuring the Irish Breakfast Band
Sunday, September 20th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Northeast Neighborhood Library
330 7th Street, Northeast
The Irish Breakfast Band is a multi-generational group of DC, Northern Virginia, and Maryland residents who meet on Saturday mornings for a potluck breakfast and rehearsal of their vast repertoire of Celtic tunes. 
Concerts are held in the outside garden area. Bring your lawn chair and love of music.
In the event of uncooperative weather, the concert will be in the Lower Level Room.
###

[bookmark: Forum]Insights Forum Call
Thursday, September 24th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness is pleased to invite you to the upcoming Insights Forum, their quarterly conference call providing updates to the blinding disease community. The focus of this call is to report progress on the Foundation's mission-related initiatives, highlight recent developments, and provide scientific and research updates.
For more details REGISTER TODAY at Insights Forum | Thursday, September 24, 2026 — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to the online webinar so that you may join the call from any device – computer, phone, or tablet. Please plan to connect a few minutes in advance to make sure your device is linked to the Zoom webinar platform.
###
		






				











[bookmark: Mini]
8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Web]Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
Tuesday, September 29th at 7:00 pm
Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 
Smart glasses and wearable technology are advancing rapidly, offering exciting new possibilities alongside complex choices for individuals with low vision and their caregivers. Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness Mid-Atlantic and South Florida Chapters for a practical, honest exploration of today's market designed to help you cut through the hype and make informed decisions.
The featured speaker is Anthony Corona — Writer, broadcaster, accessibility consultant, host of Sunday Edition with Anthony Corona, and Communications & Outreach Consultant with Open Doors Organization. Drawing from his lived experience with blindness since 2016, Anthony advocates for disability inclusion and explores the intersection of technology, culture, and accessibility.
REGISTER NOW at Wearable Technology Virtual Event — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: NLS]That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
Tuesday, September 29th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
In the remaining time, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: Book]MWABA October Book Club
Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm
Location: TBD  
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes for a lively discussion and maybe a libation or two.
October’s  book is Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera, available on Bard #DB 119654
Sign up here: Book Club Sign Up Form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform. 
###
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