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September 17, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Join me on Wednesday, October 21st for an audio described tour with tactile elements at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History. Details are here.

Also of special note this week, a NASA webinar titled “The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions: An Accessible Webinar for the Blind and Low-Vision Community.” Details are here.
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]
Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
100% Covered Bus Fares with TRIP100
Montgomery County Seeks Applicants for Commission on People with Disabilities
Double Tap Live 24/7 Accessibility Audio is Coming
Metro Updates 10 Bus Routes
Theater Update
[bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
Replay POB Events


 
MD LBPD Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving 
DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired 
Insights Forum Call
8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
MWABA Hike in Rock Creek Park
Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer 
NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
MWABA October Book Club
DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
###

[bookmark: Trip]100% COVERED BUS FARES WITH TRIP100
	Fairfax Connector has launched TRIP100, a new program that lets some Fairfax County residents ride for free. The program is paid for with help from the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation and replaces the old TRIP program.
TRIP100 provides low-income residents and those in need with the ability to get to work, appointments, and other daily activities.
Residents qualify for TRIP100 if they:
Are a registered MetroAccess user
Receive Supplemental Security Income or Social Security Disability Insurance
Receive assistance services and have a caseworker through Fairfax County
Meet specific age and income requirements
Visit the TRIP100 website to learn more.
###




[bookmark: MOCO]MONTGOMERY COUNTY SEEKS APPLICANTS FOR COMMISSION ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
County Executive Marc Elrich is seeking applicants to fill 25 vacancies on the Commission on People with Disabilities for the following: nine representatives of organizations or agencies that provide services to people with disabilities, three parents of a person with a disability, and 13 people with disabilities. Three organization/agency representatives, two parent representatives, and six people with disabilities are eligible to apply for reappointment.
The Commission advises the County Executive on programs and services concerning the nearly 190,000 residents with disabilities. Members serve three-year terms without compensation, but are eligible for reimbursement for travel and dependent care for in-person meetings attended. The Commission currently meets virtually by video- and teleconference on the second Wednesday evening of each month (except July and August). When in-person meetings resume in the future, the Commission will meet at the Executive Office Building in Rockville. Members are expected to serve on at least one committee or work group that meets approximately once every month on its own schedule. 
The application deadline is October 5, 2026.
For more information about the Commission, contact Betsy Luecking at 240-418-4865 voice/TTY or via email at betsy.luecking@montgomerycountymd.gov.
###

[bookmark: Tap]DOUBLE TAP LIVE 24/7 ACCESSIBILITY AUDIO IS COMING
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Double Tap Live, a new 24/7 streaming audio platform dedicated to accessibility, assistive technology and disability inclusion, goes live Tuesday, September 30 at 1:00 pm. Listeners can tune in at doubletaponair.com/live or on TuneIn, which carries the stream to smart speakers, connected cars, mobile apps and streaming devices worldwide.
Once live, the stream becomes an always-on destination for listeners: a mix of live and scheduled programming including original shows, partner podcasts, interviews, event coverage and community conversations, available anytime on the web, through TuneIn and on Amazon smart speakers, with further integrations in the works.
Full details are at tech-vi@groups.io | Introducing Double Tap Live.
###

[bookmark: Metro]METRO UPDATES 10 BUS ROUTES
Forwarded by MWE Volunteer Evelyn Jemionek
Metro introduced service updates on 10 bus routes beginning Sunday, September 13. According to Metro, the changes are intended to improve reliability and strengthen connections across the region. Learn more at: https://mocoshow.com/2026/09/14/metro-updates-10-bus-routes-including-six-in-maryland/.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom 
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Saturday, Sept 19th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

The Score
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 3 at 2pm
Brian Cox is Bach in The Score 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Dirty Dancing
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 4 at 7:30pm
Dirty Dancing - Broadway at The National

The Fruits of our Labor 
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, Oct 10 at 2pm 
The Fruits of Our Labor | Arena Stage

Maybe Happy Ending 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 11 at 7:30pm
Maybe Happy Ending - Broadway at The National

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, Oct 21 at 7pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 31 at 2pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###

[bookmark: VIP]MD LBPD Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving 
Friday, September 18th from 12:30 to 2:30 pm
Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled
415 Park Ave, Baltimore, MD 21201
The new "Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving" support group, led by Lydia Richardson, will meet on the third Friday of each month to provide a welcoming space for the blind and low vision community to share experiences and enjoy spending time together. Whether people are newly blind or have been blind their entire lives, this space encourages everyone to live fully, not just survive. The group gives an opportunity to meet new people, make connections and have a little fun. 
This meeting is free and open to the public. To give the organizers a headcount, please register at  Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###
	[bookmark: Vote]
DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
Saturday, September 19th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm
DC Board of Elections
1015 Half Street, SE, 7th Floor
In recognition of Disability Voting Rights Week, this free event will provide information and resources to help ensure every eligible voter can confidently access the voting process.
PARTICIPANTS WILL:
Learn about voting rights and available accommodations
Explore language access services
Receive a demonstration of the Ballot Marking Device (BMD)
Have the opportunity to register to vote
Connect with Board of Elections staff and accessibility resources
If you require an accommodation or language interpretation services, please contact:
Kenia Flores
ADA and Language Coordinator
kflores@dcboe.org
202-617-9708
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
Saturday, September 19th at 1:30 pm
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E
Rated: PG-13
Run Time: 2 hours, 12 minutes
*Sensory note: Loud sounds, large crowds, flashing lights
###

[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
Saturday, September 19th from 2:20 to 3:30 pm
12820 Long Green Pike, Hydes, MD 21082
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special tactile tour and wine tasting at Boordy Vineyards, Maryland's oldest family-owned winery, which celebrates more than 80 years of winemaking and generations of agricultural heritage. Participants will enjoy a seated tactile exploration of the winery, learn about the vineyard's history, and experience the winemaking process through touch and storytelling. The program concludes with a guided tasting of Boordy's award-winning wines in a welcoming and accessible setting. Space is limited to 15 participants, so register early to reserve your spot.  
NOTE: 
This event is only open to LBPD patrons 21+ years and older. At this time, patrons may not bring guests. 
Transportation to the vineyard will not be provided.
Register at https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/Boordy26?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
For questions about this event, please contact Ashley Biggs at the library. She can be reached at 410-230-2430 or via email: ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes. They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###
[bookmark: NELib]
[bookmark: NE]North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
Music Makes Magic Featuring the Irish Breakfast Band
Sunday, September 20th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Northeast Neighborhood Library
330 7th Street, Northeast
The Irish Breakfast Band is a multi-generational group of DC, Northern Virginia, and Maryland residents who meet on Saturday mornings for a potluck breakfast and rehearsal of their vast repertoire of Celtic tunes. 
Concerts are held in the outside garden area. Bring your lawn chair and love of music.
In the event of uncooperative weather, the concert will be in the Lower Level Room.
###

[bookmark: VA]Virginia Board for the Blind and Vision Impaired
September 22nd from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Join in-person: 397 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, VA 23227
Join virtual: Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 165-438-6164
Passcode: 062569
Or via Telephone -
(646) 828-7666
Meeting ID: 165-438-6164
Passcode: 062569
PUBLIC COMMENTS WILL BE RECEIVED AT 11:10 A.M.
###

[bookmark: Forum]Insights Forum Call
Thursday, September 24th at 11:00 am
The Foundation Fighting Blindness is pleased to invite you to the upcoming Insights Forum, their quarterly conference call providing updates to the blinding disease community. The focus of this call is to report progress on the Foundation's mission-related initiatives, highlight recent developments, and provide scientific and research updates.
For more details REGISTER TODAY at Insights Forum | Thursday, September 24, 2026 — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to the online webinar so that you may join the call from any device – computer, phone, or tablet. Please plan to connect a few minutes in advance to make sure your device is linked to the Zoom webinar platform.
###
		






	




[bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Hike]MWABA Hike in Rock Creek Park
Sunday, September 27th at 10:00 am
Peirce Mill in Rock Creek Park, 
2401 Tilden St. NW, DC
This Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes hike will be about 3 miles and you might see horses! Sign up at: https://forms.gle/EMnXyvdjyjdPiztbA
MWABA https://gomwaba.org
###

[bookmark: Web]Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
Tuesday, September 29th at 7:00 pm
Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 
Smart glasses and wearable technology are advancing rapidly, offering exciting new possibilities alongside complex choices for individuals with low vision and their caregivers. Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness Mid-Atlantic and South Florida Chapters for a practical, honest exploration of today's market designed to help you cut through the hype and make informed decisions.
The featured speaker is Anthony Corona — Writer, broadcaster, accessibility consultant, host of Sunday Edition with Anthony Corona, and Communications & Outreach Consultant with Open Doors Organization. Drawing from his lived experience with blindness since 2016, Anthony advocates for disability inclusion and explores the intersection of technology, culture, and accessibility.
REGISTER NOW at Wearable Technology Virtual Event — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: NLS]That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
Tuesday, September 29th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
In the remaining time, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: Beep]Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer 
Thursday, October 1st at 5:00 pm
The Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) is partnering with George Mason University for an Adaptive Sports Day Check in is at 5 p.m. and the Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer Learn to Play Clinic will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Beep Baseball - Blind Soccer - Mason Recreation.
###

[bookmark: NASA]NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Friday. October 2nd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
The webinar is titled “The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions: An Accessible Webinar for the Blind and Low-Vision Community.” This webinar is open to the public, however it is tailored specifically for a blind and low-vision audience.
There will be a Q&A session with an Artemis engineer, and a panel about accessibility in space and science. The event will be hosted on the Zoom platform. 
Those interested in attending the webinar must RSVP using this form 
(RSVP for NASA's accessible webinar event: The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions) by Friday, Sept. 25. The details of the webinar will be emailed to registrants in the days leading up to the event.
NASA’s Artemis program will send astronauts on increasingly difficult missions to explore the Moon and establish a Moon Base on the lunar surface. For additional information on the Artemis missions, visit:
https://www.nasa.gov/a
###

[bookmark: Book]MWABA October Book Club
Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm
Location: TBD  
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes for a lively discussion and maybe a libation or two.
October’s  book is Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera, available on Bard #DB 119654
Sign up here: Book Club Sign Up Form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform. 
###

[bookmark: DC]DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
	


Wednesday, October 7th from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW
The Summit will offer an engaging and enriching experience filled with practical skills, valuable resources, networking opportunities, creative and interactive learning, and ideas for building more inclusive workplaces. This event welcomes people with disabilities of all ages, family members, service providers, advocates, educators, policymakers, employers, District government staff, and community leaders. Together, you will learn, celebrate successes, and build connections that help both employers and people with disabilities. 
Register at Registration: DC's 2026 Employment First Summit.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
Thursday October 8th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
led by Frank Linton and Naomi Mendelsohn
Technology is evolving at a rapid pace.  Software features and AI in smartphones, computers, and smart glasses can assist when it is hard to see.  Apps and AI in these devices can help you navigate, identify objects, and answer your typed or verbal questions.  
Occupational Therapy for Low Vision starts with common sense, simple steps, and low tech to make daily living easier. 
Join Frank and Naomi as they offer an overview of ideas and emcee discussions.  Attendees are welcome to ask questions and offer solutions they have found helpful.  
Information and please REGSTER - call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
1300 Constitution Avenue, NW
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent and MWE Listener Services Coordinator, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register e-mail sylvia@washear.org. 
###

[bookmark: NPG]National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
Sunday, October 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
8th and G Streets NW
This educator-guided gallery talk combines detailed verbal description with multisensory engagement and group conversation. They will explore select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition, including tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by registering via Eventbrite at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portrait-insight-verbal-description-tour-tickets-1999120888392?aff=oddtdtcreator.
###

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
The convention hotel rate is $125 per night, and the deadline to reserve your room at the convention rate is September 29.
###
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