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September 24, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Of special interest this week are two items concerning disability rights advocates well known to the MWE community. A new movie “Being Heumann,” about the legendary Judy Heumann is premiering this November. Read about it here.

Former MWE Board President and longtime advocate Paul Schroeder has posted a video about the special connection between Dolly Parton’s work and the American Printing House for the Blind here.

Also, don’t forget to sign up for the MWE tour at the Smithsonian American History tour. Details are here.
[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]
Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Low Vision Resources and Links
· New AFB Research Study - New Doors, New Locks: AI and the Daily Lives of Blind and Low Vision People
· “Ruth Madeley Is Disability Rights Activist Judith Heumann in Powerful ‘Being Heumann’ Teaser Trailer”
· Paul Schroeder and APH Remember Dolly Parton
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events


 
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
· MWABA Hike in Rock Creek Park
· VIP Falls Church Low Vision Resource Group
· Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
· That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
· Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer 
· NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
· MWABA October Book Club
· DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
· Brailled It Movie Watch Party
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
· Many Faces of BARD: Advanced Navigation on BARD Mobile
· MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
· National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
· White Cane Awareness Day
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
· National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
· POB Open House
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
· The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
###

[bookmark: Links]LOW VISION RESOURCES AND LINKS
From The American Academy of Ophthalmology
There are numerous resources and devices to help people with low vision enjoy a wide range of activities and hobbies. Many of the national resources are mentioned in the following link:
https://www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/low-vision-resources
###

[bookmark: AFB]NEW AFB RESEARCH STUDY – NEW DOORS, NEW LOCKS: AI AND THE DAILY LIVES OF BLIND AND LOW VISION PEOPLE
Artificial intelligence is increasingly woven into how people who are blind or have low vision read, work, learn, travel, and access information. A new report from the American Foundation for the Blind examines what that means for accessibility and independence as AI becomes a greater part of the tools and systems people use.
New Doors, New Locks: AI and the Daily Lives of Blind and Low Vision People builds on AFB's The AI Quagmire research, focusing on the experiences of 368 blind and low-vision participants and comparing their responses with those of sighted participants.
Among the findings:

	· 39% of blind and low-vision participants said independence was more important than privacy, compared with 20% of sighted participants. At the same time, 55% of blind and low-vision participants felt AI was less private than humans.
· 55% of blind and low-vision participants rated AI note-taking tools as extremely helpful for writing and note-taking, compared with 47% of sighted participants.
· 59% of blind and low-vision workers used AI to describe images, compared with 17% of sighted workers.
· 74% of blind and low-vision learners said AI made learning easier, compared with 61% of sighted learners.



	Across transportation, privacy, visual description, employment, education, health care, and other areas, the findings illustrate both the access AI can provide and the consequences when the technology is inconsistent, inaccessible, or difficult to trust.
The report also identifies priorities for the future, including greater reliability and personalization, stronger privacy protections, accessibility built into AI from the outset, and sustained inclusion of people with disabilities in AI design, testing, and oversight.
Explore the full findings and recommendations on how AI is shaping accessibility and independence for people who are blind or have low vision.



	Read the Report at New Doors, New Locks | American Foundation for the Blind.


###

[bookmark: Judy]“RUTH MADELEY IS DISABILITY RIGHTS ACTIVIST JUDITH HEUMANN IN POWERFUL ‘BEING HEUMAN’ TEASER TRAILER”
Forwarded by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center
Check out the trailer (Being Heumann — Official Teaser | Apple TV) for the new movie “Being Heumann,” premiering this November. The biopic follows the journey of disability rights activist Judy Heumann and highlights her involvement in the 1977 San Francisco sit-in that led to the publication of regulations to implement Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
###

[bookmark: Dolly]PAUL SCHROEDER AND APH REMEMBER DOLLY PARTON
From Paul Schroeder and forwarded by VisionServe Alliance News
As people around the world remember Dolly Parton and the remarkable legacy she leaves behind, I wanted to recognize a special connection between her work and ours at APH. Dolly's Imagination Library was built on a simple but powerful idea: put books into the hands of young children and foster a love of reading from the very beginning. In 2011, APH (The American Printing House for the Blind) joined that effort to extend the experience to children who are blind or low vision through what became our Braille Tales program. Fifteen years later, Braille Tales continues to provide books to children who are blind or low vision and has distributed more than 11,000 books to date. The collaboration was announced at Dollywood, where Dolly and David Dotson of the Dollywood Foundation were joined by then-APH Vice President of Government and Community Affairs Gary Mudd, and Suzette Wright, who led APH's emergent literacy work. Gary spoke about our shared passion for literacy and the importance of children who are blind or low vision being able to share the experience of reading with their families. Six-year-old Cameron Burkett joined them on stage and received the first print/braille Imagination Library book. I've included a link to the video from that day at Dollywood at Dolly Parton & David Dotson present Gary Mudd from American Printing House for the Blind.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

The Score
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 3 at 2:00 pm
Brian Cox is Bach in The Score 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Dirty Dancing
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 4 at 7:30 pm
Dirty Dancing - Broadway at The National

The Fruits of our Labor 
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, Oct 10 at 2:00 pm 
The Fruits of Our Labor | Arena Stage

Maybe Happy Ending 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 11 at 7:30 pm
Maybe Happy Ending - Broadway at The National

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2:00 pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, Oct 21 at 7:00 pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 31 at 2:00 pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vote]

[bookmark: NELib][bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Hike]MWABA Hike in Rock Creek Park
Sunday, September 27th at 10:00 am
Peirce Mill in Rock Creek Park, 
2401 Tilden St. NW, DC
This Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes hike will be about 3 miles and you might see horses! Sign up at: https://forms.gle/EMnXyvdjyjdPiztbA
MWABA https://gomwaba.org
###

[bookmark: VIP]VIP Falls Church Low Vision Resource Group
Monday, September 28th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Thomas Jefferson Library
7415 Arlington Boulevard, Falls Church 
The meeting will be a relaxed Meet-and-Greet, a chance to connect or reconnect, get to know one another and share ideas for the year ahead. They will have a few conversation starters to get things going, but no preparation is needed. Just come ready to connect, share and be part of the conversation!
Please note: Rachel will be out of the country during the week leading up to and including this meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Ann at akkoch710@gmail.com.
###

[bookmark: Web]Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
Tuesday, September 29th at 7:00 pm
Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 
Smart glasses and wearable technology are advancing rapidly, offering exciting new possibilities alongside complex choices for individuals with low vision and their caregivers. Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness Mid-Atlantic and South Florida Chapters for a practical, honest exploration of today's market designed to help you cut through the hype and make informed decisions.
The featured speaker is Anthony Corona — Writer, broadcaster, accessibility consultant, host of Sunday Edition with Anthony Corona, and Communications & Outreach Consultant with Open Doors Organization. Drawing from his lived experience with blindness since 2016, Anthony advocates for disability inclusion and explores the intersection of technology, culture, and accessibility.
REGISTER NOW at Wearable Technology Virtual Event — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: NLS]That All May eRead: Effective Use of the NLS eReader Dictionary 
Tuesday, September 29th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
In the remaining time, they will answer any questions you have about the NLS Braille eReader.
The meeting will be recorded. To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1603971745?pwd=AAyByFXmbZ94WHMCroPt1Iw28Se5mU.1.
You can find recordings and transcripts of previous That All May eRead programs on the NLS website at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/that-all-may-eread.
###

[bookmark: Beep]Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer 
Thursday, October 1st at 5:00 pm
The Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) is partnering with George Mason University for an Adaptive Sports Day Check in is at 5 p.m. and the Beep Baseball and Blind Soccer Learn to Play Clinic will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Beep Baseball - Blind Soccer - Mason Recreation.
###

[bookmark: NASA]NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Friday. October 2nd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
The webinar is titled “The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions: An Accessible Webinar for the Blind and Low-Vision Community.” This webinar is open to the public, however it is tailored specifically for a blind and low-vision audience.
There will be a Q&A session with an Artemis engineer, and a panel about accessibility in space and science. The event will be hosted on the Zoom platform. 
Those interested in attending the webinar must RSVP using this form 
(RSVP for NASA's accessible webinar event: The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions) by Friday, Sept. 25. The details of the webinar will be emailed to registrants in the days leading up to the event.
NASA’s Artemis program will send astronauts on increasingly difficult missions to explore the Moon and establish a Moon Base on the lunar surface. For additional information on the Artemis missions, visit:
https://www.nasa.gov/a
###

[bookmark: Book]MWABA October Book Club
Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm
Location: TBD  
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes for a lively discussion and maybe a libation or two.
October’s  book is Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera, available on Bard #DB 119654
Sign up here: Book Club Sign Up Form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform. 
###

[bookmark: DC]DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
	


Wednesday, October 7th from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW
The Summit will offer an engaging and enriching experience filled with practical skills, valuable resources, networking opportunities, creative and interactive learning, and ideas for building more inclusive workplaces. This event welcomes people with disabilities of all ages, family members, service providers, advocates, educators, policymakers, employers, District government staff, and community leaders. Together, you will learn, celebrate successes, and build connections that help both employers and people with disabilities. 
Register at Registration: DC's 2026 Employment First Summit.
###

[bookmark: Watch]Brailled It Movie Watch Party
Wednesday, October 7th through Tuesday, October 13th 
Registration Link 
Maryland LBPD, the Friends of Maryland LBPD, and Artifact Studios is proud to invite you to watch the movie in preparation for the October 13th BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion. Panel details are here. Please register at Brailled It Movie Registration - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency to obtain access to the movie. The film will only be viewable from October 7th through October 13th and registration is required.
Movie Description
Every year, the top under-18 Braille readers and writers from across the English-speaking world gather in Los Angeles to compete in the Braille Challenge. For one weekend, blind and low-vision kids are no longer the minority in the room. They make new friends, face off against old rivals, and chase a rare chance to be recognized not for their disability, but for their skill.
﻿In BRAILLED IT, the camera is placed directly in their hands. As the kids document the competition themselves, their fragmented imagery and candid moments of nerves, boredom, joy, and triumph invite audiences to experience the event on their terms. Designed with audio description and accessibility at its core–not as an afterthought but as a fundamental creative tool–the film shifts authorship and perspective to the community on screen, revealing a world defined not by limitation, but by mastery, ambition, and the transformative power of literacy.
﻿###



[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
Thursday October 8th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
led by Frank Linton and Naomi Mendelsohn
Technology is evolving at a rapid pace.  Software features and AI in smartphones, computers, and smart glasses can assist when it is hard to see.  Apps and AI in these devices can help you navigate, identify objects, and answer your typed or verbal questions.  
Occupational Therapy for Low Vision starts with common sense, simple steps, and low tech to make daily living easier. 
Join Frank and Naomi as they offer an overview of ideas and emcee discussions.  Attendees are welcome to ask questions and offer solutions they have found helpful.  
Information and please REGSTER - call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Advanced Navigation on BARD Mobile
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, October 8th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: Panl]MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
Registration Link (Brailled It Movie Discussion - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency)
Join a special panel discussion exploring BRAILLED IT, a documentary that puts the camera directly into the hands of young Braille readers and writers competing in the Braille Challenge.
Hear more about the experiences captured in the film, the importance of Braille literacy, and how accessibility and audio description were incorporated as fundamental parts of the filmmaking process. The conversation will also explore what it means for blind and low-vision young people to tell their own stories and be recognized for their skill, ambition, and achievements.
The discussion will be moderated by Hadley and the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS).
For information on how to watch the film click here.
###

[bookmark: Patron]National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
The session will feature a panel of NLS colleagues and patrons who were part of the BARD beta test in 2006 and the first users of BARD. They will also offer an opportunity for audience members to express what BARD has meant to them as patrons.
Join at: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1659059099?pwd=3SodtbmALTT85MNnxbb0butQjpsspU.1
Part One of this program took place on July 13 and featured NLS narrators who have worked in both the analog and digital age. A recording is available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/patron-corner.
###

[bookmark: Cane]White Cane Awareness Day
Saturday, October 17th - - Old Town Alexandria
Several organizations are coming together to bring White Cane Awareness Day to Old Town Alexandria: the American Council of the Blind of Virginia, the Blinded Veterans Association, the Greater Alexandria Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, National Industries for the Blind, and the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington. They are inviting the community to help raise awareness of the white cane and what it represents for people who are blind or have low vision.
What is White Cane Day?
A white cane is more than a mobility tool. It's a symbol of independence, and recognizing it, and knowing how to safely interact with someone using one, is an important part of building a more accessible community. In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation designating October 15 as White Cane Safety Day. Every president since has reaffirmed it, and communities across the country now use the month of October to raise awareness of pedestrian safety and courtesy toward neighbors with blindness and low vision.
1:00–2:00 PM, Lunch and remarks at RedRocks Neopolitan Bistro (904 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314): Grab lunch (on your own) and join them for a few words from each organization.
2:00–4:00 PM: Tabling at the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington's Look Again Resale Shop (900 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314): Stop by outside the shop to help us spread the word about white cane use and chat with them about blindness and low vision.
More Old Town Alexandria businesses will join with special activities of their own, so stay tuned as the day gets closer.
###

		





[bookmark: TED]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
Saturday, October 17th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
if Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) research, management, or cutting-edge treatment is on your radar, this session is for you.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###


[bookmark: NPG]National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
Sunday, October 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
8th and G Streets NW
This educator-guided gallery talk combines detailed verbal description with multisensory engagement and group conversation. They will explore select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition, including tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by registering via Eventbrite at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portrait-insight-verbal-description-tour-tickets-1999120888392?aff=oddtdtcreator.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Open House
Sunday, October 18th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
415 2nd Street NE,
Come and connect with the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington team to learn more about the full range of programs they offer.
Meet their three Low Vision doctors, try Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses, and watch a Waymo self-driving car in action! Whether you are a client, family member, donor, partner, or community supporter, they would love to have you join them.
Register at Open House RSVP – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington’.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
1300 Constitution Avenue, NW
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent and MWE Listener Services Coordinator, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register e-mail sylvia@washear.org. 
###

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
The convention hotel rate is $125 per night, and the deadline to reserve your room at the convention rate is September 29.
###
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