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https://washear.org/listener-newsletters   

September 3, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Happy Labor Day Weekend. You can tell summer is over with the vast list of events and opportunities in this week’s Update. Of special note, watch for future listings from the Folger Theatre (Theater | Folger Shakespeare Library), which has added MWE Audio Description services to its performances. We hope your summer was a pleasant one and you’re ready to take on a new season of activities and collaborations. 

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Apply for AAPD’s 2027 Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Awards
· POB Resource of the Month: Restaurant Menu Access
· American Council of the Blind Invites Users of Meta Glasses to Submit Videos
· Seeking Participants with Vision Disabilities for a Research Study on Sidewalk Navigation
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events
· 
· 
·  
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Smithsonian Folklife Festival
· Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
· Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)  
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
· Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Exercise for Fitness, Balance, and Strength - Low Vision Friendly (In-Person Event)
· Technology User Group Meeting
· 8th Annual Latine Conference for People with Disabilities
· Rosslyn Jazz Fest
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
· Air Travel While Disabled Webinar
· FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
· Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual  Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Smartphone Accessibility Overview
· Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
· DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
· Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
· LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
· The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
· ACBVA Program: Stan Gowin and His Traveling Adventures
· MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
· North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
· 8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium 
· Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
· MWABA October Book Club
###

[bookmark: AAPD]APPLY FOR AAPD’S 2027 PAUL G. HEARNE EMERGING LEADER AWARDS
The application for the Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Award is now open! Award recipients exemplify leadership, advocacy, and dedication to the broader disability community. Recipients can be an individual or a pair (2 people) and will receive an award of $25,000. The application deadline is September 23, 2026, at 5 PM ET. 
The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) has many helpful resources for applicants. Read their award resource guide for more information.
Apply for the Paul G. Hearne Emerging Leader Award at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PGH2027. 
###

[bookmark: Menu]POB RESOURCE OF THE MONTH: RESTAURANT MENU ACCESS
From Seeing Hope Today, the POB newsletter
Many restaurant menus remain difficult to use for people with vision impairments. Printed menus often use small type, while online menus may be posted as blurry images that cannot be enlarged.
Menus4ALL.com, a volunteer-run nonprofit project of Modern Technology of the Blind, is working to make dining out more independent.
Its free website provides restaurant menus designed specifically for accessibility. The menus can be enlarged to very large print or read aloud with a screen reader.
They are available on smartphones, tablets, and computers. No app is required. Diners can browse the selections, compare prices, and check dietary options independently and at their own pace. Menus4ALL does not yet include many restaurants in our area, but you can help change that!
Visit Menus4ALL.com and search for a favorite restaurant. If its menu is unavailable, click here to request that it be added.
###

[bookmark: ACB]AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND INVITES USERS OF META GLASSESS TO SUBMIT VIDEOS
Forwarded by David Goldfield
How do Meta AI Glasses help you in everyday life? ACB is seeking 5- to 10-minute videos from adults who are blind or have low vision showing the glasses in a real-world situation. The videos will be shared on a future ACB Community call, where you can join them to explain your video and answer questions.
You don’t need to be an ACB member, and if your video is selected and all criteria are met, you will be compensated!
Learn more at https://acbmedia.org/glasses/submit.
###

[bookmark: Study]SEEKING PARTICIPANTS WITH VISION DISABILITIES FOR A RESEARCH STUDY ON SIDEWALK NAVIGATION
Forwarded by the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA)
· The UNC Highway Safety Research Center, in conjunction with Accessible Design for the Blind, is looking for volunteers with little to no vision to participate in a study to understand the experiences and challenges faced when navigating around sidewalk closures, and to evaluate different messages that might help with that navigation. Where sidewalk closures exist, audible information devices (AID) may be present to provide speech messages regarding the closure and available routes around the closure. 
· The study will take place in the Washington D.C. area in October and will take about two hours to complete. You will receive $75 for your participation in the study in addition to being reimbursed for travel-related expenses to get to and from the study location. 
· They are looking for people who cannot see signs, including those providing routing information around sidewalk closures, who regularly travel independently outdoors, and who are willing to participate in the research. You must be comfortable using a long cane; dog guide users will be asked to use their cane rather than their Guide Dog.  
· If you decide to take part in the study, you will be asked to walk routes that encounter sidewalk closures with audible information messages. Using the information message, you will attempt to make your way around the closure and will be asked some questions at various times during your participation. A certified orientation and mobility specialist will be with you while you travel all routes. 
If you are interested in participating in this study, please call Marybeth Cleveland at 301-412-4224 or email her at mbcleveland@fastmail.net to find out if you are eligible for the study. 
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom 
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Saturday, Sept 19th at 2:00 pm
Round House Theatre | Ma Rainey's Black Bottom

Some Like it Hot  
Olney Theatre Center, Bernard Family Theatre 301-924-3400
Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm
Some Like It Hot | Olney Theatre Center

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Club]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, September 4th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
The group will be discussing Welcome to Cottonmouth by Jay S. Bell, a thriller set in a secret East Texas town for retired spies. To register, visit pobreads.org or call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Folk]Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
Saturday, September 5th to Monday, September 7th in-person 
Smithsonian Arts & Industries Building
900 Jefferson Dr. SW
Audio Described performances, tours, and more at Circus Arts Conservatory: Artistry, Education, and Labor of Circus Arts. Note that
Audio Description will be available for selected performances and demonstrations throughout the weekend. Check out D.C. Schedule | Smithsonian Folklife Festival.
###

[bookmark: Star]Stargardt’s Network: Fall Prevention (Virtual Event)  
September 8th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss how vision changes increase fall risk and practical steps we can take to reduce it.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Living Life Fully (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, September 9th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II – Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join as Marguerite Woods shares her passion for travel, accessible arts, and helping older adults with vision loss live fully. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting: Value of Social Connections with Sandy Neuzil
Thursday September 10th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Social connection can help ease loneliness, especially when vision challenges make it harder to recognize people.  Newcomers are welcome!  Join to share ideas, successes, and frustrations—and you may discover a helpful new idea, resource, app, or gadget from someone else.
To register call 301-656-2797
Low Vision Community Outreach, 
Prevention of Blindness Society www.youreyes.org
###

[bookmark: Reston]Reston VIP Support Group Meeting: Exercise for Fitness, Balance, and Strength - Low Vision Friendly (In-Person Event)
Friday, September 11th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Reston Regional Library – ELL Area 
11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston, VA 20190
Guest Speaker: Jane Nash
With low vision, it is extremely important to maintain muscular endurance, strength, flexibility and balance to reduce the incidences of trip and fall accidents.  Jane Nash has over 38 years’ experience as a certified personal trainer and group fitness instructor and has worked with seniors and people who have low vision. Join Jane as she explains and illustrates simple exercises with big benefits. 
Wear comfortable clothes and comfy shoes so you can try a few moves!
VIP Inquiries? Contact: 
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
###

[bookmark: TUG]Technology User Group Meeting
Saturday, September 12th at 10:00 am
The Technology User Group (TUG) will present a two-part program designed to both inform and inspire.
First, embark on a guided tour of braille displays, their characteristics, functional distinctions, and the often-overlooked nuances that separate one model from another. They will examine price ranges, features, and real-world usability to help you determine which device aligns best with your reading style. They will also discuss ways to obtain a braille display at no cost.

Next, they turn their attention to the newest innovation from NLS: the BARD Web Player. This skill promises to reshape how readers interact with BARD materials. Soon, you will be able to play your books directly on your computer and seamlessly transfer playback between your desktop and your Alexa device. The ability to move your listening experience from one environment to another without losing your place marks a notable step forward in accessible digital reading.
Zoom Link (https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/j/6562037293?omn=94648805523#success) 
Meeting ID: 656 203 7293
###

[bookmark: Latine]8th Annual Latine Conference for People with Disabilities
Saturday, September 12th from 12:00 to 4:00 pm
Rita Bright Family and Youth Center
2500 - 14th Street, NW
You will have the opportunity to learn about services, resources and supports available to people with disabilities and their families in DC.
The event will be held in Spanish with ASL and English interpretation available at no cost.  If you need accommodations or have any questions, please contact Carla McCaskill at (202) 710-3049 or carla.mccaskill@dc.gov. 
Register at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtc1Ica_vEQVtDoq_WwHz7-W9UQkdUTFdRSUI4WDdIVFBVRUk3SzgzSU00VC4u&route=shorturl. 
###

[bookmark: Jazz]Rosslyn Jazz Fest
Saturday, September 12th from 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Gateway Park
1300 Lee Highway, Arlington
Join the Rosslyn BID and Arlington Arts at the 34th Rosslyn Jazz Fest 2026 for free live jazz, funk & soul, food trucks, local vendors, and family-friendly outdoor entertainment. One of the largest cultural events in Arlington, Jazz Fest is the best way to end the summer! Read the full press release here. 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rosslyn-jazz-fest-2026-tickets-1993473208028?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
###

[bookmark: Cinema]The "Brailled It" Experience: Cinema for All
Friday, September 14th 
Touch tour at 5:00 pm
Movie at 7:00 pm
Library of Congress Coolidge Auditorium
Thomas Jefferson Building 10 First Street, Ground Floor
Join a special screening of the Brailled It documentary, where for the first time, blind and low-vision kids take control of the cameras and capture their own experiences at the annual Braille Challenge — a weekend of high-pressure competition and raw coming-of-age moments. A panel presentation with documentary director David Grabias and impact producer Conchita Hernandez Legorreta will follow the screening. 
Come early to enjoy family-friendly activities for all ages and experience the Library’s historic Thomas Jefferson Building through their touch tours. Touch tours allow participants to experience the architectural, artistic and historic details of the Thomas Jefferson Building through tactile exploration. Activities and tours start at 5 p.m. The movie will begin at 7 p.m.
Free tickets are at https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/47786769/the-brailled-it-experiencecinema-for-all-washington-events-from-the-library-of-congress.
This event is presented by the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled, a free audiobook and braille library service at the Library of Congress for people with temporary or permanent low vision, blindness, or a physical, perceptual or reading disability that makes it difficult to read print. Learn more at loc.gov/nls.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Program: Stan Gowin and His Traveling Adventures
September 14th at 7:00 pm
The Zoom link will be available a few days prior to September 14th. 
Traveling as a Blind Person is challenging but the rewards are unique. When Stan Gowin and his wife retired, they decided to make travel a major part of their new life. They have travelled together and separately around the United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, and recently North Africa. They travelled by air, sea, automobile, and train.
Stan admits that there are blind travelers with more experience than he has and he marvels at their adventures. But he says: "regardless of this comparison, each of us has found unique ways to meet the difficulties of travel and unique ways to interpret and enjoy the world we travel through."
For more information, please contact Sue Bowmaster at s.bowmaster@cox.net.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: Talking Book Program (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, September 15th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Jason Yasner of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and Ginger Hawkins of Fairfax County Access Services to learn how to access free audiobooks and magazines through NLS’s Talking Book Program and your local public library.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Air]Air Travel While Disabled Webinar
Forwarded by AAPD 
Tuesday, September 15th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
A free virtual discussion of the challenges, tips, and tricks for flying.
This Webinar is presented by The Ride Ahead.
Register for the webinar. (Webinars — The Ride Ahead)
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC Consumer Protection and Accessibility Advisory Committee (CPAAC) Meeting 
September 16th at 9:00 am
Online at www.fcc.gov/live
and In-Person at
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street, NE 
The agenda for this meeting will be posted on the CPAAC’s webpage at http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  During the meeting, members of the public may submit questions and comments to the Committee via email: livequestions@fcc.gov. 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Send an e-mail to FCC504@fcc.gov or call the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530.
Link to Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/cpaac-fourth-meeting-date-and-membership-updates.
For general information, visit: http://www.fcc.gov/cpaac.  For specific questions, contact the CPAAC Co-Designated Federal Officers David M. Pérez at (202) 418-0664 or Joshua Mendelsohn at (202) 559-7304 (videophone/voice) or at CPAAC@fcc.gov.
###

[bookmark: Health]Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall: Healthcare Accessibility (Virtual Event)  
Wednesday, September 16th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Kimberly Avila, Ph.D. from George Mason University, to discuss accessibility challenges people with vision loss may face in healthcare. Learn about your rights and how to advocate for accessible care.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Smartphone Accessibility Overview
Wednesday, September 16th from 3:00 TO 4:00 pm
A live, online webinar exploring accessibility features available on iPhone and Android for blind and low vision users.
Register at Smartphone Accessibility Overview - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: FH2]Low Vision Support Group: Reconnect and Share (In-Person Event) 
Thursday, September 17th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Avenue, Chevy Chase
Join to reconnect after summer and share ideas and experiences for staying connected with vision loss. To register, call (301) 656-2797.
###

[bookmark: Vote]DC Voting Accessibility & Language Access Summit
Saturday, September 19th from 12:00 to 3:00 pm
DC Board of Elections
1015 Half Street, SE, 7th Floor
In recognition of Disability Voting Rights Week, this free event will provide information and resources to help ensure every eligible voter can confidently access the voting process.
PARTICIPANTS WILL:
· Learn about voting rights and available accommodations
· Explore language access services
· Receive a demonstration of the Ballot Marking Device (BMD)
· Have the opportunity to register to vote
· Connect with Board of Elections staff and accessibility resources
If you require an accommodation or language interpretation services, please contact:
Kenia Flores
ADA and Language Coordinator
kflores@dcboe.org
202-617-9708
###

[bookmark: Film]Accessible Film Screening at MLK Library: The Mandalorian and Grogu
Saturday, September 19th at 1:30 pm
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E
Rated: PG-13
Run Time: 2 hours, 12 minutes
*Sensory note: Loud sounds, large crowds, flashing lights
###

[bookmark: LBPD]LBPD Tactile Tour: Boordy Vineyards In-Person 
Saturday, September 19th from 2:20 to 3:30 pm
12820 Long Green Pike, Hydes, MD 21082
Join the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled for a special tactile tour and wine tasting at Boordy Vineyards, Maryland's oldest family-owned winery, which celebrates more than 80 years of winemaking and generations of agricultural heritage. Participants will enjoy a seated tactile exploration of the winery, learn about the vineyard's history, and experience the winemaking process through touch and storytelling. The program concludes with a guided tasting of Boordy's award-winning wines in a welcoming and accessible setting. Space is limited to 15 participants, so register early to reserve your spot.  
NOTE: 
This event is only open to LBPD patrons 21+ years and older. At this time, patrons may not bring guests. 
Transportation to the vineyard will not be provided.
Register at https://marylandlibraries.libcal.com/calendar/ExternalCalendar/Boordy26?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
For questions about this event, please contact Ashley Biggs at the library. She can be reached at 410-230-2430 or via email: ashley.biggs1@maryland.gov. 
###

[bookmark: Wharf]MWABA Annual Kayaking on the Wharf
Sunday, September 20th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
The Wharf, 710 Wharf Street, SW 
Kayak the Potomac with the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes. They will be renting double kayaks. This is a drop-in event. Come anytime and stay as long as you like. MWABA will provide snacks, water and Gatorade. The Wharf is an easy walk from the Waterfront metro station on the green line. Wear shoes and clothing that can get wet, and keep your fingers crossed for the same beautiful weather they had last year. Sign up here: https://forms.gle/6G5dt8TuoHv6WDWN7.
###
[bookmark: NE][bookmark: NELib]
North East Library's Fall Garden Concert Series
Music Makes Magic Featuring the Irish Breakfast Band
Sunday, September 20th from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Northeast Neighborhood Library
330 7th Street, Northeast
The Irish Breakfast Band is a multi-generational group of DC, Northern Virginia, and Maryland residents who meet on Saturday mornings for a potluck breakfast and rehearsal of their vast repertoire of Celtic tunes. 
Concerts are held in the outside garden area. Bring your lawn chair and love of music.
In the event of uncooperative weather, the concert will be in the Lower Level Room.
###

[bookmark: Mini]8th Annual Janet Morrison Memorial Low Vision Mini-Symposium (Virtual Event)
Saturday, September 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 am
Hear from Andrew Adelson, M.D., Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., and Sandra Cremers, M.D., as they share updates in low vision care and rehabilitation. Sam Seavey of The Blind Life will explore the growing role of artificial intelligence in the lives of people with low vision. POB’s Seeing Hope Low Vision Resource Center will also demonstrate tools and services that can make daily life easier. This program is presented in partnership with Washington National Eye Center.
To RSVP, call Tara at (202) 234- 1010, ext. 233, or email taziz@youreyes.org. 
###

[bookmark: Web]Webinar on Wearable Devices and Smart Glasses
Tuesday, September 29th at 7:00 pm
Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 
Smart glasses and wearable technology are advancing rapidly, offering exciting new possibilities alongside complex choices for individuals with low vision and their caregivers. Join the Foundation Fighting Blindness Mid-Atlantic and South Florida Chapters for a practical, honest exploration of today's market designed to help you cut through the hype and make informed decisions.
The featured speaker is Anthony Corona — Writer, broadcaster, accessibility consultant, host of Sunday Edition with Anthony Corona, and Communications & Outreach Consultant with Open Doors Organization. Drawing from his lived experience with blindness since 2016, Anthony advocates for disability inclusion and explores the intersection of technology, culture, and accessibility.
REGISTER NOW at Wearable Technology Virtual Event — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: Book]MWABA October Book Club
Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm
Location: TBD  
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes for a lively discussion and maybe a libation or two.
October’s  book is Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera, available on Bard #DB 119654
Sign up here: Book Club Sign Up Form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform. 
###
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