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October 16, 2026

Dear Listeners,

This is the season for conventions. Check out information for ACBVA here, AFB here and NFB of Virginia here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Be My Eyes and Amtrak Expand Live Visual Support to 151 Stations Nationwide
· DA2 Software Hot Fix Now Available to NLS Patrons
· FCC to Consider Accessibility Item at October 29 Open Meeting
· Clinical Trial Opportunity for Individuals with Stargardt Disease
· FCC Submits 2026 CVAA Biennial Report to Congress 
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events


 
· MD LBPD Support Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving In-Person 
· MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
· White Cane Awareness Day in Old Town Alexandria 
· Accessible Game Meet-Up  
· National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
· POB Open House
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: BlindShell Classic 3 (Virtual Event)
· Hadley Resource Roundtable - Medication Management with Vision Loss
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
· Low Vision Town Hall: Cataract and Glaucoma Treatment: Current Approaches (Virtual Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Explore Speaking Access
· The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
· NLS Music Notes Webinar featuring tenor vocalist Noah Tobias Carver
· Braille Rally
· AFB Leadership Summit
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Smart Doorbells and Security
· Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar - The Power of One Committed Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System
· Dover Quartet Performance
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: "Metro Access and Travel Training"  
###

[bookmark: Eyes]BE MY EYES AND AMTRAK EXPAND LIVE VISUAL SUPPORT TO 151 STATIONS
Info Provided by Stan Gowin and forwarded by Kathryn Hodgdon
Think about everything involved in catching a train.
Checking the departure board. Finding the right platform. Locating the restroom, the ticket counter or the exit. Keeping up with last-minute track change announcements.
Most stations are designed on the assumption that every traveler can take all of that in at a glance. For millions of blind and low-vision travelers, that simply isn’t the case, and it’s exactly why this expansion matters.
How it works
It’s simple. A passenger opens the free Be My Eyes app, goes to the Service Directory, taps Travel & Transportation, then Amtrak. Within seconds they’re on a secure video call with a trained professional visual interpreter, who sees what the phone’s camera sees.
From there, the interpreter can help with things like:
· Reading the departure board and catching track changes
· Finding the right platform, entrance or ticket counter
· Locating restrooms, food, seating and other amenities
· Getting around a station the traveler has never visited before
There’s no need to pre-book assistance and there is no waiting around. 
More information is at https://www.bemyeyes.com/business/blog/amtrak-expands-live-visual-support-to-151-stations-nationwide/. 
###

[bookmark: DA2]DA2 SOFTWARE HOT FIX NOW AVAILABLE TO NLS PATRONS
DA2 units connected to Wi-Fi will alert users that there is a new update available and to press the Info button to install it or any other button to cancel the update. Patrons not connected to Wi-Fi should contact their local network library to receive the update on cartridge.
This software update delivers support for WPA3 Personal Wi-Fi and addresses. It also prevents books downloaded from BARD from being deleted when a BARD login attempt fails during software update. 
For technical support, please contact NLSDownload@loc.gov. For General information contact NLSPES@loc.gov.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC TO CONSIDER ACCESSSIBILITY ITEM AT OCTOBER 29 OPEN MEETING 
At the FCC’s Open Meeting on October 29th, the FCC will consider, among other items, a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) seeking comment on modernizing the Commission’s accessibility rules to ensure they are technology-neutral and forward-looking, reflect the current marketplace, and provide flexibility for developers to innovate and incorporate accessibility.  The NPRM also seeks comment on any marketplace barriers that impede accessibility, opportunities for improving communications accessibility and usability, and specific barriers to accessibility that have been identified in other proceedings.
The FCC’s Open Meeting is scheduled for 10:30 am, and will be held in the Commission Meeting Room, 45 L Street NE, Washington, DC  20554, and streamed live at www.fcc.gov/live.   
DRAFT Eliminating Accessibility Barriers NPRM:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/eliminating-accessibility-barriers
For general information about the Commission’s accessibility rules, visit www.fcc.gov/accessibility.  For specific information about this proceeding, contact Stephen Wang, Disability Rights Office, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, at Stephen.Wang@fcc.gov or (202) 418-1634. 
### 

[bookmark: Star]CLINICAL TRIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH STARGARDT DISEASE
Forwarded by Sandy Neuzil
NORTHSTAR study, an international Phase 3 clinical trial evaluating an investigational treatment for people living with Stargardt disease, is assessing how safe, effective, and tolerable an oral (by mouth) investigational drug called gildeuretinol acetate (ALK-001) may be. Tolerability refers to how any side effects of the medication are managed.
The NORTHSTAR study lasts just over 26 months and includes 9 in-person visits and scheduled phone calls with the study team. During the treatment period, participants will be randomly placed (like the flip of a coin) in 1 of 2 groups to receive either the investigational drug or placebo. A placebo looks like the investigational drug but contains no active ingredients.
If you would like more information about the NORTHSTAR study, please visit www.northstartrial.com or ClinicalTrials.gov (Study ID: NCT07419334). If you'd like to contact the study team, please email trials@alkeusph​arma.com. They will be happy to discuss the details of the study, your options, and the risks and benefits of taking part.
###

[bookmark: CVAA]FCC SUBMITS 2026 CVAA BIENNIAL REPORT TO CONGRESS
On October 7, 2026, the FCC submitted its eighth Biennial Report to Congress, as required by the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 (CVAA).  The purpose of the CVAA is to help ensure that individuals with disabilities are able to fully utilize emerging communications services and equipment and better access video programming.  
The 2026 CVAA Biennial Report examines the accessibility of telecommunications and advanced communications services and equipment over the past two years. 
Link to the 2026 CVAA Biennial Report:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-releases-2026-cvaa-biennial-report-congress.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2:00 pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00 pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, October 31 at 2:00 pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

Mamma Mia! 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 1 at 2:00 pm and
Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm	
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/mamma-mia/
###

Les Miserables
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 pm	
https://www.olneytheatre.org/whats-playing/les-miserables
###

Are You Now or Have You Ever Been?
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm
Are You Now or Have You Ever Been? | Arena Stage
###

Hip Hop Nutcracker
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 22 at 2:00 pm	
The Hip Hop Nutcracker - Broadway at The National
###

Cult of Love
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Description: Saturday, November 28 at 2:00 pm	
Round House Theatre | Cult of Love

Hell’s Kitchen
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 29 at 7:30 pm	
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/hells-kitchen/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vote]

[bookmark: LBPD]MD LBPD Support Group Meeting - Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving In-Person
Friday, October 16th from 12:30 to 2:30 pm
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Led by Lydia Richardson, the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled meets on the third Friday of each month to provide a welcoming space for the blind and low vision community to share experiences and enjoy spending time together.  Whether people are newly blind or have been blind their entire lives, this space encourages everyone to live fully, not just survive. The group gives an opportunity to meet new people, make connections and have a little fun. 
This meeting is free and open to the public. To give the organizers a headcount, please register below. 
Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: Day]MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
October 17th from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Columbia Heights Community Center 
1480 Girard St. NW
Sign up at: Blind Athletes Day — Blind Soccer Nation 
This event is open to adults and youth 14 and older. 
Get ready for an exciting day of sports, connection, and athletic empowerment! A celebration designed to bring our community together through movement and shared experiences. Whether you are an experienced athlete, trying out adaptive sports for the first time, or looking to discover new resources and make lasting connections, this day is for you!
###

		





[bookmark: TED]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
Saturday, October 17th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
if Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) research, management, or cutting-edge treatment is on your radar, this session is for you.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: VACane]White Cane Awareness Day in Old Town Alexandria
(In-Person Event)
Saturday, October 17th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Join POB and community partners in Old Town Alexandria to recognize White Cane Awareness Day and raise awareness about white cane use, independence, pedestrian safety, blindness, and low vision. Meet from 1-2 p.m. at RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro for lunch on your own and remarks, then from 2-4 p.m. for community outreach and tabling outside POB's Look Again Resale Shop.
RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro
904 King Street, Alexandria, VA
Look Again® Resale Shop
900 King Street, Alexandria, VA
###

	[bookmark: Game]Accessible Game Meet-Up  
Saturdays, 3:30 – 5:00 pm 
October 17, November 14, December 12
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library 
901 G street, NW, Room 205-B


Play accessible versions of board and card games such as Uno, Bananagrams, chess, and more with the Center for Accessibility!
Boards and cards are tactile and include braille labelling and other accommodations for low-vision and blind players.
Registration is optional but recommended so they know how many people to expect.
Register for October 17th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
Register for November 14th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library
Register for December 12th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
###

[bookmark: NPG]National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
Sunday, October 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
8th and G Streets NW
This educator-guided gallery talk combines detailed verbal description with multisensory engagement and group conversation. They will explore select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition, including tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
Please meet in the G Street lobby.
Questions? Please email Jonesve@si.edu. 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by registering via Eventbrite at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portrait-insight-verbal-description-tour-tickets-1999120888392?aff=oddtdtcreator.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Open House
Sunday, October 18th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
415 2nd Street NE
Come and connect with the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington team to learn more about the full range of programs they offer.
Meet their three Low Vision doctors, try Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses, and watch a Waymo self-driving car in action! Whether you are a client, family member, donor, partner, or community supporter, they would love to have you join them.
Enjoy light refreshments, and bring family and friends. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: BlindShell Classic 3 (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, October 20th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
Join Diane Ducharme to explore a smartphone designed for people who are visually impaired. Learn more about its tactile keypad, voice controls, assistive tools, and easy-to-use apps.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Med]Hadley Resource Roundtable - Medication Management with Vision Loss
Tuesday, October 20th at 12:00 pm
Managing daily medications shouldn’t feel like a guessing game. Share simple, safe ways to identify prescriptions, check dosages, and organize daily pills with confidence.
Sign up to join at Resource Roundtable | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
1300 Constitution Avenue, NW
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent and MWE Listener Services Coordinator, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register e-mail sylvia@washear.org. 
###

[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall: Cataract and Glaucoma Treatment: Current Approaches (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Lisa Tom, M.D., of Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn about advances in cataract and glaucoma treatment. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Explore Speaking Access
Wednesday, October 21st from 3:00 to 4:00 pm Online via Zoom

A live, online webinar demonstration of Speaking Access, a voice-control tool built to simplify Windows navigation for blind and low vision users.
Register at Explore Speaking Access - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
###

[bookmark: Music]NLS Music Notes Webinar featuring tenor vocalist Noah Tobias Carver
Thursday, October 22nd at 7:00 pm 
NLS Music Section patron Noah Tobias Carver will discuss his musical journey, how technology and braille music have shaped his experiences and his advocacy for disability rights, among other topics. Noah Tobias Carver is a tenor soloist and disability rights advocate creating impactful musical experiences and working to protect and expand awareness for disabled musicians and the public.
To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1654494695?pwd=wA3sFcwrxTPjRewlFoYWMccbxbIrmu.1
Meeting ID: 165 449 4695
###

[bookmark: Rally]Braille Rally 
Saturday, October 24th 
The Winery at Bull Run
15950 Lee Highway, Centreville, VA
The MG Car Club of Washington D.C. will conduct its traditional "Braille Rally" for visually impaired students and adults. This event consists of pairing a visually impaired navigator, who uses braille (or large print or other alternative instructions) to navigate, with the driver of a classic MG sports car or other classic car, over a route at the Manassas Battlefield. The drive is punctuated by questions about the Battlefield, the Civil War, and other "trivia" items. There is no cost to participate. It starts and finishes at the Winery at Bull Run (which is immediately adjacent to the Battlefield) and lunch is provided after completion of the drive. They also welcome visually impaired students and community members who want to attend but do NOT want to participate in the driving portion of the event. If you are hesitant to do the road going part but would like to come out to experience the vintage cars (including sitting in one for a photo opportunity, or going for a short ride inside the vineyard) and have lunch, you are invited to attend. This event is oriented toward both students and adults. Parents are welcome as well. There is no online sign up - if you would like to attend just email Tom Renda (thomasdrenda@gmail.com) or call/text (410-804-7017) with the number of people in your party and your preference for braille or other instructions for the driving portion of the event. They can help with travel to and from the event. 
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Leadership Summit
Beginning Monday, October 26th 
Downtown Marriott Louisville
280 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, KY
Artificial intelligence continues to raise important questions about access and independence for people who are blind or have low vision, particularly in education, employment, health care, and transportation. At the 2026 AFB Leadership Summit participants will come together to explore these questions and consider the opportunities to effect change. 
Visit afb.org/summit for additional information and event updates.
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Tuesday, October 27th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills, including how to recognize common Braille signs and markings, such as room numbers and elevator buttons. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Bells]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Smart Doorbells and Security
Tuesday, October 27th at 12:00 pm
From smart doorbells to security cameras, there are many ways to keep your home safe and secure. Join the discussion to explore accessible options and tips for choosing the right system.
Join at iTech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar - The Power of One Committed Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System
Wednesday, October 28th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
This webinar tells the powerful story of the disability activists and community members who challenged systemic barriers to accessible public transportation through the landmark Daniels-Finegold et al. v. MBTA class action lawsuit. Hear directly from plaintiffs, advocates, attorneys, and transit leaders about their fight for equal access, the power of disability leadership and collective action, and how one committed group helped transform the nation’s oldest transit system—and create lasting change.
Register at The Power of One Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System.
###

[bookmark: Dover]Dover Quartet Performance
Sunday, November 1st from 3:00 to 4:15 pm 
National Gallery of Art West Building Main Floor, West Garden Court 
6th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
No registration required
Full details are at Performance: Dover Quartet | National Gallery of Art
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
November 6th through 8th 
Holiday Inn & Conference Center – Fredericksburg, Virginia
Attend In Person or Virtually (Registration required for either.)  
Join for three days of learning, connection, new experiences, exhibitors, entertainment, and plenty of fun as they come together to shape what’s next for ACBVA. 
In-Person registration $75.  Virtual registration $25.
Convention Information is at:  https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Contact: RoseAnn Ashby & Theresa Breeden
Convention Co-Chairs ACBVA at convention@acbva.org
Or phone 703-403-0226
Convention Information is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Convention Registration Form is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Metro Access and Travel Training 
Thursday November 12th from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Join Brigid Doherty, a Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist and Metro System Orientation Specialist in the Office of Eligibility Certification and Outreach with years of experience travelling independently. 
The meeting goal?  Maintain your independence using either 1) Metro bus and rail, enhanced by Travel Training and 2) Metro Access that provides door-to-door service within the Metro bus and rail service area for persons with disabilities including vision impairment.
###
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