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October 4, 2026

Dear Listeners,

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]White Cane Awareness Day is a U.S. observance that recognizes the achievements of people who are blind or visually impaired and the white cane as both a vital mobility tool and a visible emblem of autonomy. Originating in 1964 after a Congressional resolution authorized President Lyndon B. Johnson to proclaim the day, it builds on earlier efforts in the U.S. and abroad to promote the white cane as a symbol of independent mobility and disability rights.

This year, White Cane Day will be celebrated on October 15th in Maryland and October 17th in Virginia. 
The Maryland event is being sponsored by the Prince George’s County Council and will be hosted by Rev. Raymond Raysor, President of the MWE Board of Directors. Participating organizations will include the Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc., and the MWE’s Blind Men Support Group. Full details are here.
The Virginia event will take place in Alexandria and is being sponsored by : the American Council of the Blind of Virginia, the Blinded Veterans Association, the Greater Alexandria Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, National Industries for the Blind, and the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington. Full details are here.
Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Nominations Now Being Accepted for Martha Glennan Disability Inclusion and Equality Awards
· Your Voice Can Help Shape the Future of Usher Syndrome Treatments
· AAPD Announces the Disability Data Archive Project
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events


 
· Reston VIP Support Group Meeting
· NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
· MWABA October Book Club
· DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
· Brailled It Movie Watch Party
· Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
· FCC to Celebrate the CVAA and Recognize Chairman’s AAA Winners 
· Many Faces of BARD: Advanced Navigation on BARD Mobile
· Low Vision Accessible Voting Event in Alexandria 
· MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
· National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
· Prince George’s White Cane Awareness Day 2026
· MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
· Virginia White Cane Awareness Day
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
· National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
· POB Open House
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
· The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
· Braille Rally 
###

[bookmark: Award]NOMINATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR MARTHA GLENNAN DISABILITY INCLUSION AND EQUALITY AWARDS
Do you know an individual or organization that excels at providing equal rights and community inclusion for people with disabilities in the Fairfax area? Nominate them for the Fairfax Area Disability Services Board's 2026 Martha Glennan Disability Inclusion and Equality Award.
There are three award categories, Individual, Self-Advocate, and Organization. All categories are open now and nominations must be submitted before 5 p.m. on Friday, October 16.
Award winners will be honored at a ceremony on Monday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fairfax County Government Center Pennino Building (12011 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Conference rooms 200/206).
Learn more about who to nominate, the process, and how to submit the nomination form at Martha Glennan Disability Inclusion and Equality Awards | Family Services. If you have questions, please email DisabilityRights@FairfaxCounty.Gov. 
###

[bookmark: Usher]YOUR VOICE CAN HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF USHER SYNDROME TREATMENTS
On April 8, 2027, the Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) will host a virtual, externally led Patient-Focused Drug Development (EL-PFDD) meeting focused on Usher syndrome. This meeting will bring the Usher syndrome community together with drug developers, researchers, regulators, healthcare policymakers, and payers for an important conversation about what it means to live with Usher syndrome and what matters most to those affected.
The PFDD meeting will provide an opportunity for the community to share experiences related to the journey with Usher syndrome, prognosis, unmet needs, and current standards of care. These perspectives can help inform how future clinical trials are designed and how the benefits and risks of potential treatments are considered during the evaluation and approval process.
FFB is looking for people living with all subtypes of Usher syndrome and their caregivers to share their experiences as speakers and panelists during the meeting.
· JOIN THE PANEL at Usher Syndrome Patient Focused Drug Development Meeting — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
· Submit your nomination today. at Usher Syndrome Patient Focused Drug Development Meeting — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For questions or additional information about the EL-PFDD meeting, contact PFDD@FightingBlindness.org.
###

[bookmark: Data]AAPD ANNOUNCES THE DISABILITY DATA ARCHIVE PROJECT
The Technology Policy team at the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is building the Disability Data Archive Project, in partnership with Microsoft. This project aims to curate, archive, and safeguard disability data to make sure that data remains available. This tool will provide community members, scientists, and policy-makers the ability to view, use, or add to the data hub at no cost. 
They are looking for feedback from the community. Know of any datasets that are at-risk of being taken down? Do you have opinions on what data should be archived, how it should be used, and what resources would be helpful to include? 
Fill out this Google form. If you prefer to email them, send your message to disabilitydata@aapd.com.
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

The Score
Shakespeare: Harman Hall: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 3 at 2:00 pm
Brian Cox is Bach in The Score 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

Dirty Dancing
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 4 at 7:30 pm
Dirty Dancing - Broadway at The National

The Fruits of our Labor 
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, Oct 10 at 2:00 pm 
The Fruits of Our Labor | Arena Stage

Maybe Happy Ending 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 11 at 7:30 pm
Maybe Happy Ending - Broadway at The National

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2:00 pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, Oct 21 at 7:00 pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 31 at 2:00 pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Reston][bookmark: Vote]Reston VIP Support Group Meeting
Friday, October 2nd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm In-Person
Reston Regional Library – Room 1 
11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston, VA 20190
Topics, plans, challenges, and successes - Low Vision Friendly
Host Stan Gowin, Reston VIP Cochair and ACB member with lots of tech and travel experience, will lead the discussion on topics and plan for meetings going forward in 2026 and 2027.  Bring your ideas and suggestions. There will also be plenty of time to describe challenges and successes members have encountered recently.
VIP Inquiries? Contact: 
Stan Gowin at 703-470-6633  sgowin@verizon.net
Kathryn Hodgdon at 703-608-5817  ahodgdon@aol.com
Sandy Neuzil at 703-989-1821  sandy.neuzil@gmail.com
###


[bookmark: NELib][bookmark: NASA]NASA Hosts Virtual Artemis Webinar for Blind, Low-Vision Community
Forwarded by David Goldfield
Friday. October 2nd from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
The webinar is titled “The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions: An Accessible Webinar for the Blind and Low-Vision Community.” This webinar is open to the public, however it is tailored specifically for a blind and low-vision audience.
There will be a Q&A session with an Artemis engineer, and a panel about accessibility in space and science. The event will be hosted on the Zoom platform. 
Those interested in attending the webinar must RSVP using this form 
(RSVP for NASA's accessible webinar event: The RS-25 Engine and the Future of Artemis Missions) by Friday, Sept. 25. The details of the webinar will be emailed to registrants in the days leading up to the event.
NASA’s Artemis program will send astronauts on increasingly difficult missions to explore the Moon and establish a Moon Base on the lunar surface. For additional information on the Artemis missions, visit:
https://www.nasa.gov/a
###

[bookmark: Book]MWABA October Book Club
Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm
Location: Lulu's Wine Garden
1940 11th Street, NW   
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes for a lively discussion and maybe a libation or two.
October’s  book is Listen for the Lie by Amy Tintera, available on Bard #DB 119654
Sign up here: Book Club Sign Up Form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyHpyMx_32eCLRaXbpP6oF0RNBP8Sj-aM5n-inHszEEaCZsg/viewform. 
###

[bookmark: DC]DC's 2026 Employment First Summit 
	


Wednesday, October 7th from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW
The Summit will offer an engaging and enriching experience filled with practical skills, valuable resources, networking opportunities, creative and interactive learning, and ideas for building more inclusive workplaces. This event welcomes people with disabilities of all ages, family members, service providers, advocates, educators, policymakers, employers, District government staff, and community leaders. Together, you will learn, celebrate successes, and build connections that help both employers and people with disabilities. 
Register at Registration: DC's 2026 Employment First Summit.
###

[bookmark: Watch]Brailled It Movie Watch Party
Wednesday, October 7th through Tuesday, October 13th 
Registration Link 
Maryland LBPD, the Friends of Maryland LBPD, and Artifact Studios is proud to invite you to watch the movie in preparation for the October 13th BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion. Panel details are here. Please register at Brailled It Movie Registration - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency to obtain access to the movie. The film will only be viewable from October 7th through October 13th and registration is required.
Movie Description
Every year, the top under-18 Braille readers and writers from across the English-speaking world gather in Los Angeles to compete in the Braille Challenge. For one weekend, blind and low-vision kids are no longer the minority in the room. They make new friends, face off against old rivals, and chase a rare chance to be recognized not for their disability, but for their skill.
﻿In BRAILLED IT, the camera is placed directly in their hands. As the kids document the competition themselves, their fragmented imagery and candid moments of nerves, boredom, joy, and triumph invite audiences to experience the event on their terms. Designed with audio description and accessibility at its core–not as an afterthought but as a fundamental creative tool–the film shifts authorship and perspective to the community on screen, revealing a world defined not by limitation, but by mastery, ambition, and the transformative power of literacy.
﻿###



[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Vision Resource Meeting - Low Vision Tips: Tech and Practical OT
Thursday October 8th from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon
Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
led by Frank Linton and Naomi Mendelsohn
Technology is evolving at a rapid pace.  Software features and AI in smartphones, computers, and smart glasses can assist when it is hard to see.  Apps and AI in these devices can help you navigate, identify objects, and answer your typed or verbal questions.  
Occupational Therapy for Low Vision starts with common sense, simple steps, and low tech to make daily living easier. 
Join Frank and Naomi as they offer an overview of ideas and emcee discussions.  Attendees are welcome to ask questions and offer solutions they have found helpful.  
Information and please REGSTER - call 301-656-2797 
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC to Celebrate the CVAA and Recognize Chairman’s AAA Winners 
Friday, October 8th from 1:00 to 5:00 pm   
Commission Meeting Room at FCC Headquarters
45 L Street NE, Washington, DC.   
The event will also be streamed live at www.fcc.gov/live.  
The event is open to the public, and registration is not required.  
The Federal Communications Commission will be hosting a ceremony to celebrate the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA) and recognize the winners of the Chairman's Awards for Advancement in Accessibility (Chairman's AAA).  
The ceremony will also feature the release of the 2026 CVAA Biennial Report to Congress and panel discussions on emerging and AI-driven technologies for accessibility and the Commission's continued support of advancements in accessibility. Additional information about the October 8th ceremony, including the agenda with a list of panelists, is available at https://www.fcc.gov/news-events/events/2026/10/2026-cvaa-and-aaa-celebration.  
### 

[bookmark: BARD]Many Faces of BARD: Advanced Navigation on BARD Mobile
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, October 8th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation and demonstration, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###

[bookmark: POBVote]Low Vision Accessible Voting Event in Alexandria 
From Sandy Neuzil
Friday, October 9th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library 
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
The Prevention of Blindness Society (POB) Alexandria Low Vision Support Group will host an informational event on accessible voting in partnership with the Alexandria Office of Elections.
Their goal is to ensure that blind and low-vision voters know their rights and options for the upcoming election. Representative from the Elections Office plan to bring accessible voting machines for hands-on demonstrations.
###

[bookmark: Panl]MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
Registration Link (Brailled It Movie Discussion - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency)
Join a special panel discussion exploring BRAILLED IT, a documentary that puts the camera directly into the hands of young Braille readers and writers competing in the Braille Challenge.
Hear more about the experiences captured in the film, the importance of Braille literacy, and how accessibility and audio description were incorporated as fundamental parts of the filmmaking process. The conversation will also explore what it means for blind and low-vision young people to tell their own stories and be recognized for their skill, ambition, and achievements.
The discussion will be moderated by Hadley and the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS).
For information on how to watch the film click here.
###

[bookmark: Patron]National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
The session will feature a panel of NLS colleagues and patrons who were part of the BARD beta test in 2006 and the first users of BARD. They will also offer an opportunity for audience members to express what BARD has meant to them as patrons.
Join at: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1659059099?pwd=3SodtbmALTT85MNnxbb0butQjpsspU.1
Part One of this program took place on July 13 and featured NLS narrators who have worked in both the analog and digital age. A recording is available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/patron-corner.
###

[bookmark: PGCane]Prince George’s White Cane Awareness Day 2026
Thursday, October 15th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm 
Wayne K. Curry Administration Building Tech Lounge – First Floor
1301 McCormick Drive, Largo, Maryland 20774
The Prince George’s County Council, in recognition of White Cane Awareness Day 2026, invites the community to join them as they honor the courage, independence, confidence, strength, mobility, and achievements of individuals who are blind or visually impaired.

The afternoon will feature exhibits, information tables, demonstrations, networking opportunities, and light refreshments. Attendees will have an opportunity to visit participating organizations, explore white cane and mobility displays, and learn about accessible programs, services, resources, and technology available to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.
The program will also include remarks from national, state, county, and local representatives in recognition of White Cane Awareness Day and the accomplishments and contributions of the blind and low-vision community.
The event will be hosted by Rev. Raymond Raysor.
Participating organizations will include, but are not limited to:
· Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc., providing services that include Braille reading and writing, assistive technology, and orientation and mobility;
· Blind Men Support Group, under the direction of Chris Good;
· IIB Organization;
· Hope Ministries; and
· I3S Foundation.
Additional community organizations and resource providers will also participate.
Parking will be limited, and attendees are encouraged to plan accordingly.
Individuals arriving by MetroAccess should enter through the front entrance of the Wayne K. Curry Administration Building. Upon arrival, guests will proceed through the required security screening and will then be directed to the Tech Lounge on the first floor.
###

[bookmark: Day]MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
October 17th from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Columbia Heights Community Center 
1480 Girard St. NW, DC 
Sign up here: Blind Athletes Day — Blind Soccer Nation This event is open to adults and youth 14 and older. Email mwaba.inc@gmail.com if you're a tandem captain interested in riding from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Get ready for an exciting day of sports, connection, and athletic empowerment! A celebration designed to bring our community together through movement and shared experiences. Whether you are an experienced athlete, trying out adaptive sports for the first time, or looking to discover new resources and make lasting connections, this day is for you!
###

[bookmark: Cane]Virginia White Cane Awareness Day
Saturday, October 17th - - Old Town Alexandria
Several organizations are coming together to bring White Cane Awareness Day to Old Town Alexandria: the American Council of the Blind of Virginia, the Blinded Veterans Association, the Greater Alexandria Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, National Industries for the Blind, and the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington. They are inviting the community to help raise awareness of the white cane and what it represents for people who are blind or have low vision.
1:00–2:00 PM, Lunch and remarks at RedRocks Neopolitan Bistro (904 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314): Grab lunch (on your own) and join them for a few words from each organization.
2:00–4:00 PM: Tabling at the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington's Look Again Resale Shop (900 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314): Stop by outside the shop to help us spread the word about white cane use and chat with them about blindness and low vision.
More Old Town Alexandria businesses will join with special activities of their own, so stay tuned as the day gets closer.
###

		





[bookmark: TED]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
Saturday, October 17th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
if Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) research, management, or cutting-edge treatment is on your radar, this session is for you.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###


[bookmark: NPG]National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
Sunday, October 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
8th and G Streets NW
This educator-guided gallery talk combines detailed verbal description with multisensory engagement and group conversation. They will explore select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition, including tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by registering via Eventbrite at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portrait-insight-verbal-description-tour-tickets-1999120888392?aff=oddtdtcreator.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Open House
Sunday, October 18th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
415 2nd Street NE,
Come and connect with the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington team to learn more about the full range of programs they offer.
Meet their three Low Vision doctors, try Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses, and watch a Waymo self-driving car in action! Whether you are a client, family member, donor, partner, or community supporter, they would love to have you join them.
Register at Open House RSVP – Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington’.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
1300 Constitution Avenue, NW
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent and MWE Listener Services Coordinator, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register e-mail sylvia@washear.org. 
###

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
The convention hotel rate is $125 per night, and the deadline to reserve your room at the convention rate is September 29.
###

[bookmark: Rally]Braille Rally 
Saturday, October 24th 
The Winery at Bull Run
15950 Lee Highway, Centreville, VA
The MG Car Club of Washington D.C. will conduct its traditional "Braille Rally" for visually impaired students and adults. This event consists of pairing a visually impaired navigator, who uses braille (or large print or other alternative instructions) to navigate, with the driver of a classic MG sports car or other classic car, over a route at the Manassas Battlefield. The drive is punctuated by questions about the Battlefield, the Civil War, and other "trivia" items. There is no cost to participate. It starts and finishes at the Winery at Bull Run (which is immediately adjacent to the Battlefield) and lunch is provided after completion of the drive. They also welcome visually impaired students and community members who want to attend but do NOT want to participate in the driving portion of the event. If you are hesitant to do the road going part but would like to come out to experience the vintage cars (including sitting in one for a photo opportunity, or going for a short ride inside the vineyard) and have lunch, you are invited to attend. This event is oriented toward both students and adults. Parents are welcome as well. There is no online sign up - if you would like to attend just email Tom Renda (thomasdrenda@gmail.com) or call/text (410-804-7017) with the number of people in your party and your preference for braille or other instructions for the driving portion of the event. They can help with travel to and from the event. And if you know of anyone who might like to attend, please forward this message to them. The Braille Rally is more enjoyable when they have robust participation.
###
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