[bookmark: _Hlk171611388][bookmark: _Hlk139533265][bookmark: _Hlk143176467][bookmark: _Hlk140767550][bookmark: _Hlk151720552][bookmark: _Hlk153463947][bookmark: _Hlk149234067][bookmark: _Hlk151107508][bookmark: _Hlk156482897][bookmark: _Hlk154663176][bookmark: _Hlk158296441][bookmark: _Hlk159515974][bookmark: _Hlk155881401][bookmark: _Hlk178256007][bookmark: _Hlk183682206][bookmark: _Hlk161334152][bookmark: _Hlk169790341][bookmark: _Hlk168577218][bookmark: _Hlk172814561][bookmark: _Hlk171611312][image: M W E with braille representation, walking man with cane, woman walking with guide dog, Metropolitan Washington Ear, golden mic and headset, www.washear.org]Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc.
12061 Tech Road, Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-681-6636
Email inquiries to: info@washear.org
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October 22, 2026

Dear Listeners,

There are two items of special note this week. First, watch for a special edition of the MWE Update to be sent out on this coming Tuesday, October 27th. It will feature A Lack of Sight Is Not a Lack of Vision, a report on the Prince George’s County Council’s inaugural White Cane Awareness Day Celebration, written by MWE CEO/Executive Director, Dr. Marcella Copes, Ph.D. The event brought together County officials, community leaders, advocates, volunteers, and individuals who are blind or have low vision for an inspiring afternoon of recognition, education, fellowship, and celebration.
The second item is the article in today’s MWE Update that explains MWE’s White Cane Awareness Day Giving Campaign, which helps keep MWE services free for people who are blind, have low vision, or have a disability that prevents them from effectively reading print. Read the article here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Metropolitan Washington Ear’s White Cane Awareness Day Giving Campaign
· Affordable Eyeglasses Clinic
· FCC Invites Applicants for NDBEDP National Outreach Coordinator 
· Paid Alt Text Survey Opportunity
· Paid AI Glasses User Study
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events



· The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
· Maryland LBPD Friends Annual Meeting
· Braille Rally
· AFB Leadership Summit
· Falls Church VIP Meeting: Discover Lumin, an AI Talking Email Assistant! 
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Smart Doorbells and Security
· Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar - The Power of One Committed Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System
· Dover Quartet Performance
· MWABA Oktoberfest Party in November!
· ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
· Meet the New APH ConnectCenter Webinar 
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: "Metro Access and Travel Training"
· Accessible Game Meet-Up  
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours Online
###

[bookmark: Cane]METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON EAR’S WHITE CANE AWARENESS DAY GIVING CAMPAIGN
Help MWE raise $10k by November 15 to fund White Cane Awareness Day Giving Campaign!
Your gift helps MWE keep services free for people who are blind, have low vision, or have a disability that prevents them from effectively reading print.
Radio Reading Services
Help people stay informed with newspapers, books, and other publications through audio reading and dial-in services.
Audio Description Services
Help people experience theater, films, and museum exhibits through spoken descriptions of visual details.
Independent Living Skills Training
Support braille reading and writing, assistive technology, and orientation and mobility instruction for everyday independence.
Three Pillars of Direct Service
The upcoming Sight and Vision Center, alongside our current outreach, focuses on three essential areas of direct service. Your donations before the November 15 deadline will directly fund:
· Orientation and Mobility (O&M): This training empowers blind and visually impaired individuals to safely navigate their homes, cities, or workplaces, while mastering daily household needs.
· Braille Literacy: Dedicated instruction for learning both Braille reading and tactile writing to restore personal independence and communication.
· Assistive Technology: Hands-on training with specialized software, screen readers, and modern digital tools necessary for success in today’s workforce.
Give Your Time: Volunteer Services Needing Support
Beyond financial donations, MWE relies on dedicated volunteers to power two of our most impactful daily connection programs:
· Radio Reading Service: Volunteers read local newspapers and publications on-air, allowing blind members to dial in and hear the latest community updates.
· Audio Description Service: MWE partners with area theaters where volunteers describe live visual action taking place on stage. Blind patrons wear specialized headsets to hear vivid details of what they cannot see, making local theater fully accessible.
Help Us Reach Our Goal
Our White Cane Awareness Day Campaign $10,000 goal is what directly keeps our day-to-day programs free for our participants. We need your help to cross the finish line before November 15. Every dollar raised and hour volunteered goes directly toward providing our neighbors with the tools, skills, and confidence to navigate the world independently.
There are two ways you can support Metropolitan Washington Ear.
Donate to the MWE at https://www.mightycause.com/donate/WASHEAR
or Donate your time by volunteering.
	
	


LOCATION
12061 Tech Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 681-6636
https://washear.org 
###

[bookmark: Clinic]AFFORDABLE EYEGLASSES CLINIC
Glasses shouldn't be a luxury. At the Prevention of Blindness Society’s Affordable Eyeglasses Clinic, a basic pair of glasses costs $40, including frames. If someone can't afford that, they lower the price, all the way to zero. Without insurance, a pair of glasses costs about $350 on average (GoodRx).
Last program year, they provided more than 1,300 pairs of custom eyeglasses for children and adults. They also started accepting Medicaid, so that even more families can get the glasses they need.
Through their partnership with So Others Might Eat (SOME), they also provide free prescription glasses every week to DC neighbors experiencing homelessness and poverty.
###

[bookmark: FCC]FCC INVITES APPLICANTS FOR NDBEDP NATIONAL OUTREACH COORDINATOR
On October 14, 2026, the FCC released a Public Notice inviting applicants for National Outreach Coordinator for the National Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program (NDBEDP), also known as “iCanConnect.”  Applications will be accepted until Monday, December 14, 2026, and must be submitted electronically by email to NDBEDP@fcc.gov.  
National outreach serves the critical function of informing individuals who are deafblind about the availability of equipment and services through the NDBEDP.  The selected entity will conduct national outreach efforts for a five-year term beginning July 1, 2027, and ending June 30, 2032, and will be reimbursed up to $250,000 annually from the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS) Fund for reasonable costs incurred in performing authorized national outreach activities.  The Public Notice lists certain information the application should include as well as a list of national outreach activities and deliverables being proposed by the applicant.
Public Notice:
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-invites-applicants-ndbedp-national-outreach-entity
For general information about NDBEDP, visit www.fcc.gov/NDBEDP.  For specific information about this Public Notice, please contact NDBEDP Administrator Jackie Ellington, Disability Rights Office, Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, at 202-418-1153 or NDBEDP@fcc.gov.  
###

[bookmark: ALT]PAID ALT TEXT SURVEY OPPORTUNITY
The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) is seeking participants who are interested in art and culture to take part in a paid research study! 
Participants will spend approximately 30 minutes completing an online survey. To be eligible, participants must:
· Be 18 years of age or older
· Reside in the United States
· Be fluent in English or use English as their primary language
· Be blind or have low vision
· Use a screen reader or screen-reading feature (Using a screen reader is required to complete the survey.) 
· Rely on alternative text (alt text)
· Have an interest in arts and culture



	If you're interested in participating, please complete the survey (Applause Survey) no later than Sunday, October 25. The survey will begin with a brief 2-3 question eligibility screening. If you do not qualify, you will receive a message stating so. Those who qualify will automatically proceed to the full survey. 
Participants who successfully qualify for and complete the survey will receive a $60 USD gift card as compensation for their time via a follow-up email.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to studyparticipants@afb.org. 
###

[bookmark: AI]PAID AI GLASSES USER STUDY
The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) is seeking participants to take part in a paid research study exploring how AI-powered glasses can support people who are blind or have low vision in everyday activities.
This is a unique opportunity to try the technology in your own environment while going about your day – and get paid for your time.
What You'll Do
If selected, you will receive a pair of AI glasses with a pre-paired companion mobile device (iOS or Android) by mail from their partner organization, Applause. You will use the glasses to complete tasks that you select from a list, which may include activities at home, but most will involve everyday activities outside the home. 
You can choose which tasks you want to complete and how many you want to do, with a minimum of 20 tasks required within a two-week period (an estimated 10-hour commitment). 
Compensation
· $37.50 for each task completed. For meeting the 20-task requirement, participants will earn a minimum of $750 and can earn more for completing additional tasks. 
· Each task may take up to 30 minutes, though some tasks may take less time.
· Participants will be paid via gift card or PayPal after the hardware is returned, depending on your preference. 
The glasses and all required shipping for return at the end of the study will be provided at no cost to you.
If you are interested, you must submit the interest form no later than Thursday, October 29. 
If selected, their partners at Applause will coordinate the process with you.
	Before you apply, please make sure you meet the following requirements:



	· Be blind or have low vision and regularly use a primary mobility aid (e.g., a white cane or guide dog).
· Are 18 or older and live in the United States.
· Can complete at least 20 tasks by the November 13th deadline.
· Must be comfortable with having a physical product delivered to address and shipping products back. 
· Must be able to complete tasks while wearing a pair of non-prescription sunglasses.
· Willing to complete some activities outside your home, including everyday travel or other activities in your local community. 
· Can commit to completing the required NDA, consent, and study steps. 


Submitting the form does not guarantee selection. If you are selected, your information will be shared with Applause, which will handle the next steps of the study.
If you are interested complete this short interest and screening form (Participate in a Paid AI Glasses Study) by Thursday, October 29, to be considered. Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to studyparticipants@afb.org.
###
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THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, October 31 at 2:00 pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

Mamma Mia! 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 1 at 2:00 pm and
Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm	
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/mamma-mia/
###

Les Miserables
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 pm	
https://www.olneytheatre.org/whats-playing/les-miserables
###

Are You Now or Have You Ever Been?
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm
Are You Now or Have You Ever Been? | Arena Stage
###

Hip Hop Nutcracker
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 22 at 2:00 pm	
The Hip Hop Nutcracker - Broadway at The National
###

Cult of Love
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Description: Saturday, November 28 at 2:00 pm	
Round House Theatre | Cult of Love

Hell’s Kitchen
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 29 at 7:30 pm	
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/hells-kitchen/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vote]

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
###

[bookmark: LBPD]Maryland LBPD Friends Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 24th beginning at 9:30 am
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
This year the Friends of the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled welcome author Dan Rodricks as the keynote speaker. Rodricks was a columnist for the Baltimore Sun from January 1979 until January 2005. A former local radio and television host, he won several national and local journalism awards over a reporting, writing, and broadcast career spanning five decades. He now produces a weekly column for the Baltimore Fishbowl, available at https://baltimorefishbowl.com.
Also: 
· Hear highlights from the Friends of LBPD
· Hear from State Librarian Morgan Lehr
· Recognize LBPD’s wonderful volunteers
· Enjoy lunch!
· Raffles! 
Make your reservations and indicate if you will be coming in person or attending virtually. 
(Virtual link will be emailed on Friday afternoon)
Email reference.desk@maryland.gov or call 410-230-2443.
###

	


[bookmark: Rally]
Braille Rally 
Saturday, October 24th 
The Winery at Bull Run
15950 Lee Highway, Centreville, VA
The MG Car Club of Washington D.C. will conduct its traditional "Braille Rally" for visually impaired students and adults. This event consists of pairing a visually impaired navigator, who uses braille (or large print or other alternative instructions) to navigate, with the driver of a classic MG sports car or other classic car, over a route at the Manassas Battlefield. The drive is punctuated by questions about the Battlefield, the Civil War, and other "trivia" items. There is no cost to participate. It starts and finishes at the Winery at Bull Run (which is immediately adjacent to the Battlefield) and lunch is provided after completion of the drive. They also welcome visually impaired students and community members who want to attend but do NOT want to participate in the driving portion of the event. If you are hesitant to do the road going part but would like to come out to experience the vintage cars (including sitting in one for a photo opportunity, or going for a short ride inside the vineyard) and have lunch, you are invited to attend. This event is oriented toward both students and adults. Parents are welcome as well. There is no online sign up - if you would like to attend just email Tom Renda (thomasdrenda@gmail.com) or call/text (410-804-7017) with the number of people in your party and your preference for braille or other instructions for the driving portion of the event. They can help with travel to and from the event. 
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Leadership Summit
Beginning Monday, October 26th 
Downtown Marriott Louisville
280 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, KY
Artificial intelligence continues to raise important questions about access and independence for people who are blind or have low vision, particularly in education, employment, health care, and transportation. At the 2026 AFB Leadership Summit participants will come together to explore these questions and consider the opportunities to effect change. 
Visit afb.org/summit for additional information and event updates.
###

[bookmark: VIP]Falls Church VIP Meeting: Discover Lumin, an AI Talking Email Assistant! 
Monday, October 26th from 2:00 to 4:30 pm virtually on Zoom
Because the Thomas Jefferson Library is unavailable due to early voting, they're taking advantage of this opportunity to offer a special virtual presentation featuring Lumin, an exciting new AI-powered talking email assistant!
Sriram Ganesh, co-founder and CEO of Lumin will demonstrate the app and answer questions.
Imagine managing your email, calendar, and reminders entirely by voice, without having to see or navigate your screen!
Developed with the blind and low vision community in mind, Lumin lets you read and respond to emails, manage appointments and reminders, explore attachments, unsubscribe from unwanted mailing lists, and much more. Its capabilities continue to grow with each update!
Lumin works on iPhones with Google and Microsoft email accounts and is currently FREE during Early Access.
Join to discover how this innovative technology can make staying connected and managing everyday tasks easier and more accessible. Everyone is welcome, regardless of their comfort level with technology!
Click here to join the meeting (Join from Zoom Workplace app - Zoom)
Meeting ID: 896 4650 7426
Passcode: 1234
One-Tap Mobile (tap to join by phone):
+13017158592,,89646507426#
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Tuesday, October 27th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills, including how to recognize common Braille signs and markings, such as room numbers and elevator buttons. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: Bells]Hadley Tech It Out Discussion Group: Smart Doorbells and Security
Tuesday, October 27th at 12:00 pm
From smart doorbells to security cameras, there are many ways to keep your home safe and secure. Join the discussion to explore accessible options and tips for choosing the right system.
Join at iTech It Out | Hadley Discussion Group for the Visually Impaired.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar - The Power of One Committed Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System
Wednesday, October 28th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm
This webinar tells the powerful story of the disability activists and community members who challenged systemic barriers to accessible public transportation through the landmark Daniels-Finegold et al. v. MBTA class action lawsuit. Hear directly from plaintiffs, advocates, attorneys, and transit leaders about their fight for equal access, the power of disability leadership and collective action, and how one committed group helped transform the nation’s oldest transit system—and create lasting change.
Register at The Power of One Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System.
###

[bookmark: Dover]Dover Quartet Performance
Sunday, November 1st from 3:00 to 4:15 pm 
National Gallery of Art West Building Main Floor, West Garden Court 
6th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
No registration required
Full details are at Performance: Dover Quartet | National Gallery of Art
###

[bookmark: MWABA]MWABA Oktoberfest Party in November!
Sunday, November 1st at 3:00 pm. 
Join the Metro Washington Association of Blind Athletes (MWABA) for Oktoberfest in Vienna
At 5:00, you can show off your strength in a beer stein holding contest. MWABA will provide bratwurst with German sides, a vegetarian option, and dessert. Please bring your favorite German beer to share, another beverage that you enjoy, or a $10 contribution to MWABA. Please sign up here if you plan to attend: https://forms.gle/q41XNg2g6gNxAMQa9 If you would like a vegetarian option, please text Amanda at: 910-574-8524.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
November 6th through 8th 
Holiday Inn & Conference Center – Fredericksburg, Virginia
Attend In Person or Virtually (Registration required for either.)  
Join for three days of learning, connection, new experiences, exhibitors, entertainment, and plenty of fun as they come together to shape what’s next for ACBVA. 
In-Person registration $75.  Virtual registration $25.
Convention Information is at:  https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Contact: RoseAnn Ashby & Theresa Breeden
Convention Co-Chairs ACBVA at convention@acbva.org
Or phone 703-403-0226
Convention Information is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Convention Registration Form is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
###

[bookmark: APH]Meet the New APH ConnectCenter Webinar 
Tuesday, November 10th at 3:00 pm 
Th American Printing House for the Blind’s ConnectCenter is evolving to make it easier for people to find trusted information and resources across the full lifespan, from diagnosis and early intervention to education, employment, adult independence, and aging with vision loss. This session will explore how the site is moving beyond separate program areas toward a more connected experience organized around the real-life questions and decisions people encounter along the way. Register today at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Metro Access and Travel Training 
Thursday November 12th from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Join Brigid Doherty, a Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist and Metro System Orientation Specialist in the Office of Eligibility Certification and Outreach with years of experience travelling independently. 
The meeting goal?  Maintain your independence using either 1) Metro bus and rail, enhanced by Travel Training and 2) Metro Access that provides door-to-door service within the Metro bus and rail service area for persons with disabilities including vision impairment.
###

	[bookmark: Game]Accessible Game Meet-Up  
Saturdays, 3:30 – 5:00 pm 
November 14, December 12
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library 
901 G street, NW, Room 205-B


Play accessible versions of board and card games such as Uno, Bananagrams, chess, and more with the Center for Accessibility!
Boards and cards are tactile and include braille labelling and other accommodations for low-vision and blind players.
Registration is optional but recommended so they know how many people to expect.
Register for November 14th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library
Register for December 12th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
###

[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours Online
Thursday, November 19th at 5:30 pm
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events.
###
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