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October 8, 2026

Dear Listeners,

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM). Learn more in this week’s article here.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM)
· Arlington Library Launching Unlimited Audiobooks with Blackstone Unlimited
· Read AAPD’s 2025-2026 Autonomous Vehicle Accessibility Scorecard
· Join AAPD’s Disability Mentoring Day; Host an Event. Provide Mentorship or be a Mentee
· YouTube Link: Recording of NASA's First Virtual Event Targeted for the Blind and Low Vision Community
· Theater Update
· [bookmark: _Hlk134093085]Calendar
· Replay POB Events


 
· Low Vision Support Group: Accessible Voting Event in Alexandria 
· iBUG Café: Review of iOS 27 with Voiceover
· Washington National Eye Center Low Vision Group: Healthy Aging-Your Eyes Need Care Too! (Virtual Event)
· The Glaucoma Foundation Hosts a Webinar and Q&A 
· Stargardt's Network: Autumn Safety (Virtual Event)
· MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
· National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
· Leisure World Lions Group: Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder (In-Person Event)
· Prince George’s White Cane Awareness Day 2026
· MD LBPD Support Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving In-Person 
· MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
· FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
· White Cane Awareness Day in Old Town Alexandria 
· Accessible Game Meet-Up  
· National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
· POB Open House
· Seeing Hope Tech Talk: BlindShell Classic 3 (Virtual Event)
· Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
· Low Vision Town Hall: Cataract and Glaucoma Treatment: Current Approaches (Virtual Event)
· Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Explore Speaking Access
· The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
· NLS Music Notes Webinar featuring tenor vocalist Noah Tobias Carver
· Braille Rally
· AFB Leadership Summit
· Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: "Metro Access and Travel Training"  
###

[bookmark: NDEAM]NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH
Beginning as a weeklong national observance in 1945 to today’s National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM), this annual recognition celebrates the positive impact of people with disabilities in the American workforce. The Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) was created in 2001 and entrusted to administer NDEAM.
Check out ODEP’s materials, videos, graphics and backgrounds, sample press releases and social media posts, and dozens of ideas for activities you can join or initiate to honor the contributions of American workers with disabilities and promote employment opportunities at:
National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) | U.S. Department of Labor
###

[bookmark: Audio]ARLINGTON LIBRARY LAUNCHING UNLIMITED AUDIOBOOKS WITH BLACKSTONE UNLIMITED
Big news for audiobook lovers. Blackstone Unlimited now provides Arlington Public Library patrons with free, unlimited access to thousands of downloadable audiobooks. Blackstone Unlimited is a streaming audiobook service that offers unlimited access to thousands of audiobook titles with no holds, no waiting lists, and no checkout limits. If a title is available in the platform's collection, you can start listening right away for as long as you would like. Full details are at:
Launching Unlimited Audiobooks with Blackstone Unlimited - Arlington Public Library.
###

[bookmark: Auto]READ AAPD’S 2025-2026 AUTON0MOUS VEHICLE ACCESSIBILITY SCORECARD
AAPD's We Will Ride initiative focuses on improving infrastructure for accessible autonomous vehicles (AVs). Each year, the 
American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) publishes a scorecard evaluating the progress made in the last year towards more accessible AVs. The scorecard report highlights new updates from the AV industry, persistent barriers, and opportunities to create safe, affordable, and accessible transportation for all.
Read the 2025-2026 scorecard.  (AAPD 2025-2026 Autonomous Vehicle (AV) Accessibility Scorecard)
###

[bookmark: Mentor]JOIN AAPD’s DISABILITY MENTORING DAY; HOST AN EVENT; PROVIDE MENTORSHIP OR BE A MENTEE
Each year, the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) coordinates Disability Mentoring Day (DMD), a national day to promote career development for students and job seekers with disabilities through career exploration and mentoring relationships. This year, DMD will take place on October 21st.  AAPD is looking for mentors and mentees to participate. If you are looking for mentorship and career opportunities, or if you're looking for a chance to give back, DMD could be a great opportunity for you.
If you have questions, email dmd@aapd.com. 
###

[bookmark: NASA]YouTube LINK: RECORDING OF NASA’S FIRST VIRTUAL EVENT TARGETED FOR THE BLIND AND LOW VISION COMMUNITY
From Christine Malec, Forwarded by David Goldfield
This two-hour presentation is about the SLS rocket tests for the rockets that power the Artimis spacecraft. There’s a never before heard excerpt of conversation between astronauts on the far side of the moon, audio described video of a launch, some hard science, and a great panel discussion about space, astronomy and accessibility at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sG1RC_9_MAo
###

[bookmark: Theater]













THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

The Fruits of our Labor 
Arena Stage Fichandler at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, Oct 10 at 2:00 pm 
The Fruits of Our Labor | Arena Stage

Maybe Happy Ending 
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, Oct 11 at 7:30 pm
Maybe Happy Ending - Broadway at The National

Addams Family 
McLean Community Players - 703-790-9223
The Alden Theare
Description: Sunday, October 18th at 2:00 pm
The Addams Family

Synetic Theater’s “Sleepy Hollow”  
Olney Theatre Center – Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, Oct 21 at 7:00 pm
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow | Olney Theatre Center

Frida…A Self Portrait 
Shakespeare: Klein Theatre: 202-547-1122
Description: Saturday, Oct 31 at 2:00 pm
Frida…A Self Portrait 26/27 - Shakespeare Theatre Company

	






	###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vote]

[bookmark: NELib][bookmark: POBVote]Low Vision Support Group: Accessible Voting Event in Alexandria 
(In-Person Event)
Friday, October 9th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Charles E. Beatley Jr. Central Library 
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria
The Prevention of Blindness Society (POB) Alexandria Low Vision Support Group will host an informational event on accessible voting in partnership with the Alexandria Office of Elections.
Learn about the voting aids and procedures that can help you exercise the right to vote independently. Their goal is to ensure that blind and low-vision voters know their rights and options for the upcoming election. Representatives from the Elections Office plan to bring accessible voting machines for hands-on demonstrations.
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
### 

[bookmark: iBug]iBUG Café: Review of iOS 27 with Voiceover
Sunday, October 11th at 5:00 pm
They will review the new Siri along with some of the main features that became available last month. If you have an iPhone 11 or newer, come and check out iOS 27.
Click on the Zoom link below:
https://zoom.us/j/7428486329?pwd=M003RmZaa3pTbWRlZ00xbSs4YTlmUT09
Or, use the one tap mobile link from a smartphone:  
+13462487799,,7428486329#,,,,*369978#
Or, type in the Meeting ID and Password below:
Meeting ID: 742 848 6329, 
Password: 369978
To dial from a phone, call:  
+1 3462487799 US
###

[bookmark: Aging]Washington National Eye Center Low Vision Group: Healthy Aging-Your Eyes Need Care Too! (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, October 13th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Shaleen Arora, M.D., to learn why regular eye exams matter, including how many eye conditions become more common over time.  
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
One in six Americans age 65 and older have a vision impairment that cannot be corrected with glasses or contact lenses. The risk of eye disease increases with age, yet many older adults neglect to see an ophthalmologist for care. 
Co-sponsored with The Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington.
###

[bookmark: Glaucoma]The Glaucoma Foundation Hosts a Webinar and Q&A 
Tuesday, October 13th at 5:00 pm
Dr. Robert Chun will discuss maximizing your vision through specialized evaluation, rehabilitation services, and assistive technologies. Dr. Chun, a low-vision specialist and clinician educator since 2012, cares for patients with varying degrees of permanent vision loss, ranging from partial sight to total blindness. Register today  at Webinar Registration - Zoom
###

	


[bookmark: Star]
Stargardt's Network: Autumn Safety (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, October 13th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join to discuss tips on changes we make with the shorter days and longer nights to stay safe. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Panl]MD LBPD BRAILLED IT Panel Discussion
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
Registration Link (Brailled It Movie Discussion - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency)
Join a special panel discussion exploring BRAILLED IT, a documentary that puts the camera directly into the hands of young Braille readers and writers competing in the Braille Challenge.
Hear more about the experiences captured in the film, the importance of Braille literacy, and how accessibility and audio description were incorporated as fundamental parts of the filmmaking process. The conversation will also explore what it means for blind and low-vision young people to tell their own stories and be recognized for their skill, ambition, and achievements.
The discussion will be moderated by Hadley and the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS).
For information on how to watch the film click here.
###

[bookmark: Patron]National Library Service Patron Corner: Celebrating 20 Years of BARD: Part Two
Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 pm
The session will feature a panel of NLS colleagues and patrons who were part of the BARD beta test in 2006 and the first users of BARD. They will also offer an opportunity for audience members to express what BARD has meant to them as patrons.
Join at: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1659059099?pwd=3SodtbmALTT85MNnxbb0butQjpsspU.1
Part One of this program took place on July 13 and featured NLS narrators who have worked in both the analog and digital age. A recording is available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/patron-corner.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Group: Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder (In-Person Event)
Wednesday, October 14th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse II - Rossmoor Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join speakers from WhyAmIUp.com to learn about a condition affecting people who are blind or have low vision, including symptoms and when to seek evaluation. No RSVP required.
###

[bookmark: PGCane]Prince George’s White Cane Awareness Day 2026
Thursday, October 15th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm 
Wayne K. Curry Administration Building Tech Lounge – First Floor
1301 McCormick Drive, Largo, Maryland 20774
The Prince George’s County Council, in recognition of White Cane Awareness Day 2026, invites the community to join them as they honor the courage, independence, confidence, strength, mobility, and achievements of individuals who are blind or visually impaired.

The afternoon will feature exhibits, information tables, demonstrations, networking opportunities, and light refreshments. Attendees will have an opportunity to visit participating organizations, explore white cane and mobility displays, and learn about accessible programs, services, resources, and technology available to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.
The program will also include remarks from national, state, county, and local representatives in recognition of White Cane Awareness Day and the accomplishments and contributions of the blind and low-vision community.
The event will be hosted by Rev. Raymond Raysor.
Participating organizations will include, but are not limited to:
· Metropolitan Washington Ear, Inc., providing services that include Braille reading and writing, assistive technology, and orientation and mobility;
· Blind Men Support Group;
· IIB Organization;
· Hope Ministries; and
· I3S Foundation.
Additional community organizations and resource providers will also participate.
Parking will be limited, and attendees are encouraged to plan accordingly.
Individuals arriving by MetroAccess should enter through the front entrance of the Wayne K. Curry Administration Building. Upon arrival, guests will proceed through the required security screening and will then be directed to the Tech Lounge on the first floor.
###
 

[bookmark: LBPD]MD LBPD Support Group Meeting - Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving In-Person
Friday, October 16th from 12:30 to 2:30 pm
415 Park Avenue, Baltimore
Led by Lydia Richardson, the Maryland Library for the Blind and Print Disabled meets on the third Friday of each month to provide a welcoming space for the blind and low vision community to share experiences and enjoy spending time together.  Whether people are newly blind or have been blind their entire lives, this space encourages everyone to live fully, not just survive. The group gives an opportunity to meet new people, make connections and have a little fun. 
This meeting is free and open to the public. To give the organizers a headcount, please register below. 
Group Meeting: Living Life as a VIP: Not Just Surviving - LibCal - Maryland State Library Agency.
###

[bookmark: Day]MWABA is co-sponsoring the Blind Athletes Day
October 17th from 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Columbia Heights Community Center 
1480 Girard St. NW, DC 
Sign up here: Blind Athletes Day — Blind Soccer Nation 
This event is open to adults and youth 14 and older. 
Get ready for an exciting day of sports, connection, and athletic empowerment! A celebration designed to bring our community together through movement and shared experiences. Whether you are an experienced athlete, trying out adaptive sports for the first time, or looking to discover new resources and make lasting connections, this day is for you!
###

		





[bookmark: TED]FFB Quarterly Vision Webinar on Thyroid Eye Disease (TED)
Saturday, October 17th at 12:00 pm
Online via Zoom (Link provided upon registration)
if Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) research, management, or cutting-edge treatment is on your radar, this session is for you.
Register at Quarterly Vision Webinar: Thyroid Eye Disease (TED) — Foundation Fighting Blindness.
###

[bookmark: VACane]White Cane Awareness Day in Old Town Alexandria
(In-Person Event)
Saturday, October 17th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Join POB and community partners in Old Town Alexandria to recognize White Cane Awareness Day and raise awareness about white cane use, independence, pedestrian safety, blindness, and low vision. Meet from 1-2 p.m. at RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro for lunch on your own and remarks, then from 2-4 p.m. for community outreach and tabling outside POB's Look Again Resale Shop.
RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro
904 King Street, Alexandria, VA
Look Again® Resale Shop
900 King Street, Alexandria, VA
###

	[bookmark: Game]Accessible Game Meet-Up  
Saturdays, 3:30 – 500 pm 
October 17, November 14, December 12
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library 
901 G street, NW, Room 205-B


Play accessible versions of board and card games such as Uno, Bananagrams, chess, and more with the Center for Accessibility!
Boards and cards are tactile and include braille labelling and other accommodations for low-vision and blind players.
Registration is optional, but recommended so they know how many people to expect.
Register for October 17th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
Register for November 14th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library
Register for December 12th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
###

[bookmark: NPG]National Portrait Gallery Verbal Description Tour: American Presidents
Sunday, October 18th from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
8th and G Streets NW
This educator-guided gallery talk combines detailed verbal description with multisensory engagement and group conversation. They will explore select portraits in the America's Presidents exhibition, including tactile reproductions of President Abraham Lincoln's face masks.
Please meet in the G Street lobby.
Questions? Please email Jonesve@si.edu. 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by registering via Eventbrite at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portrait-insight-verbal-description-tour-tickets-1999120888392?aff=oddtdtcreator.
###

[bookmark: POB]POB Open House
Sunday, October 18th from 1:00 to 2:30 pm
415 2nd Street NE
Come and connect with the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington team to learn more about the full range of programs they offer.
Meet their three Low Vision doctors, try Ray-Ban Meta AI glasses, and watch a Waymo self-driving car in action! Whether you are a client, family member, donor, partner, or community supporter, they would love to have you join them.
Enjoy light refreshments, and bring family and friends. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Seeing Hope Tech Talk: BlindShell Classic 3 (Virtual Event)
Tuesday, October 20th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
Join Diane Ducharme to explore a smartphone designed for people who are visually impaired. Learn more about its tactile keypad, voice controls, assistive tools, and easy-to-use apps.
To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: NMAH]Smithsonian National Museum of American History Tour
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 to 12:00 pm
1300 Constitution Avenue, NW
Join Sylvia Rosenthal, Smithsonian National Museum of American History Docent and MWE Listener Services Coordinator, for a special docent-led audio-described tour with tactile elements. To register e-mail sylvia@washear.org. 
###

[bookmark: Hall]Low Vision Town Hall: Cataract and Glaucoma Treatment: Current Approaches (Virtual Event)
Wednesday, October 21st from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Lisa Tom, M.D., of Washington Eye Physicians and Surgeons to learn about advances in cataract and glaucoma treatment. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Guild]Lighthouse Guild Tech Talk: Explore Speaking Access
Wednesday, October 21st from 3:00 to 4:00 pm Online via Zoom

A live, online webinar demonstration of Speaking Access, a voice-control tool built to simplify Windows navigation for blind and low vision users.
Register at Explore Speaking Access - Lighthouse Guild.
###

[bookmark: NFB]The 2026 NFB of Virginia State Convention 
Thursday, October 22nd to Sunday, October 25th  
Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport in Herndon. 
Blind and low vision individuals of different ages, backgrounds, careers, and experiences from across the DMV will come together to learn from one another, build relationships, exchange ideas, and raise expectations for what is possible.
You do not need to be a member of the National Federation of the Blind to attend. If you are blind or low vision and have never experienced an NFB of Virginia convention before, they invite you to join them and find out what it’s all about.
Learn more about the convention, register, and find hotel information here:
https://nfbv.org/convention
###

[bookmark: Music]NLS Music Notes Webinar featuring tenor vocalist Noah Tobias Carver
Thursday, October 22nd at 7:00 pm 
NLS Music Section patron Noah Tobias Carver will discuss his musical journey, how technology and braille music have shaped his experiences and his advocacy for disability rights, among other topics. Noah Tobias Carver is a tenor soloist and disability rights advocate creating impactful musical experiences and working to protect and expand awareness for disabled musicians and the public.
To access the meeting, go to https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1654494695?pwd=wA3sFcwrxTPjRewlFoYWMccbxbIrmu.1
Meeting ID: 165 449 4695
###

[bookmark: Rally]Braille Rally 
Saturday, October 24th 
The Winery at Bull Run
15950 Lee Highway, Centreville, VA
The MG Car Club of Washington D.C. will conduct its traditional "Braille Rally" for visually impaired students and adults. This event consists of pairing a visually impaired navigator, who uses braille (or large print or other alternative instructions) to navigate, with the driver of a classic MG sports car or other classic car, over a route at the Manassas Battlefield. The drive is punctuated by questions about the Battlefield, the Civil War, and other "trivia" items. There is no cost to participate. It starts and finishes at the Winery at Bull Run (which is immediately adjacent to the Battlefield) and lunch is provided after completion of the drive. They also welcome visually impaired students and community members who want to attend but do NOT want to participate in the driving portion of the event. If you are hesitant to do the road going part but would like to come out to experience the vintage cars (including sitting in one for a photo opportunity, or going for a short ride inside the vineyard) and have lunch, you are invited to attend. This event is oriented toward both students and adults. Parents are welcome as well. There is no online sign up - if you would like to attend just email Tom Renda (thomasdrenda@gmail.com) or call/text (410-804-7017) with the number of people in your party and your preference for braille or other instructions for the driving portion of the event. They can help with travel to and from the event. 
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB Leadership Summit
Beginning Monday, October 26th 
Downtown Marriott Louisville
280 West Jefferson Street, Louisville, KY
Full information is at https://afb.org/get-involved/events/2026-summit..
###

[bookmark: Braille]Survival Braille (In-Person Event)
Tuesday, October 27th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Prevention of Blindness Society Headquarters
415 2nd Street NE
Join Renée Valdez, M.A., of Visions Consulting, to learn essential Braille skills, including how to recognize common Braille signs and markings, such as room numbers and elevator buttons. 
To register, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: ADA]Mid-Atlantic ADA Center Webinar - The Power of One Committed Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System
This webinar tells the powerful story of the disability activists and community members who challenged systemic barriers to accessible public transportation through the landmark Daniels-Finegold et al. v. MBTA class action lawsuit. Hear directly from plaintiffs, advocates, attorneys, and transit leaders about their fight for equal access, the power of disability leadership and collective action, and how one committed group helped transform the nation’s oldest transit system—and create lasting change.
Register at The Power of One Group: How Disability Activism Transformed the Nation’s Oldest Transit System.
###

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
November 6th through 8th 
Holiday Inn & Conference Center – Fredericksburg, Virginia
Attend In Person or Virtually
Convention Information is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Convention Registration Form:
https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Metro Access and Travel Training 
Thursday November 12th from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Join Brigid Doherty, a Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist and Metro System Orientation Specialist in the Office of Eligibility Certification and Outreach with years of experience travelling independently. 
The meeting goal?  Maintain your independence using either 1) Metro bus and rail, enhanced by Travel Training and 2) Metro Access that provides door-to-door service within the Metro bus and rail service area for persons with disabilities including vision impairment.
###
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