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November 6, 2026

Dear Listeners,

Thanks to Rachel Schreiman, Co-Chair Falls Church VIP, for information about the Lumin AI Voice Assistant and links to the full presentation at their last meeting here. Also, check out the usual wide range of events and opportunities listed this week.

[bookmark: _Hlk189148249][bookmark: _Hlk183105694][bookmark: _Hlk179487847][bookmark: _Hlk202449616]Cheers,
Sylvia
sylvia@washear.org 

Here are the links to all the items below: 
· Metropolitan Washington Ear’s White Cane Awareness Day Giving Campaign
· Resource of the Month: Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Lanyard Program
· Lumin AI Voice Assistant
· AFB Applications Are Now Closed for AI-Powered Glasses Study 
· Theater Update
· Calendar
· Replay POB Events


· ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
· FFB Global RHO-adRP Webinar
· Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
· Healthy Aging (Virtual Event) – Medstar Low Vision Support Group
· Meet the New APH ConnectCenter Webinar 
· Holiday Season Support (Virtual Event) – Stargardt’s Network
· Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: "Metro Access and Travel Training"
· Many Faces of BARD Program: An Overview of the Many Faces of BARD 
· Accessible Game Meet-Up  
· Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection (In-Person Event)
· Audio Described Film Screening: Michael
· Accessible Game Meet-Up  
· Leisure World Lions Club Low Vision Update (In-Person Event) 
· Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours Online
· Android Accessibility Features (Virtual Event) – Seeing Hope Tech Talk
· Aging In Place (Virtual Event) – Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall
###

[bookmark: Cane]METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON EAR’S WHITE CANE AWARENESS DAY GIVING CAMPAIGN
Help MWE raise $10k by November 15 to fund White Cane Awareness Day Giving Campaign!
Your gift helps MWE keep services free for people who are blind, have low vision, or have a disability that prevents them from effectively reading print.
Radio Reading Services
Help people stay informed with newspapers, books, and other publications through audio reading and dial-in services.
Audio Description Services
Help people experience theater, films, and museum exhibits through spoken descriptions of visual details.
Independent Living Skills Training
Support braille reading and writing, assistive technology, and orientation and mobility instruction for everyday independence.
Three Pillars of Direct Service
The upcoming Sight and Vision Center, alongside our current outreach, focuses on three essential areas of direct service. Your donations before the November 15 deadline will directly fund:
· Orientation and Mobility (O&M): This training empowers blind and visually impaired individuals to safely navigate their homes, cities, or workplaces, while mastering daily household needs.
· Braille Literacy: Dedicated instruction for learning both Braille reading and tactile writing to restore personal independence and communication.
· Assistive Technology: Hands-on training with specialized software, screen readers, and modern digital tools necessary for success in today’s workforce.
Give Your Time: Volunteer Services Needing Support
Beyond financial donations, MWE relies on dedicated volunteers to power two of our most impactful daily connection programs:
· Radio Reading Service: Volunteers read local newspapers and publications on-air, allowing blind members to dial in and hear the latest community updates.
· Audio Description Service: MWE partners with area theaters where volunteers describe live visual action taking place on stage. Blind patrons wear specialized headsets to hear vivid details of what they cannot see, making local theater fully accessible.
Help Us Reach Our Goal
Our White Cane Awareness Day Campaign $10,000 goal is what directly keeps our day-to-day programs free for our participants. We need your help to cross the finish line before November 15. Every dollar raised and hour volunteered goes directly toward providing our neighbors with the tools, skills, and confidence to navigate the world independently.
There are two ways you can support Metropolitan Washington Ear.
Donate to the MWE at https://www.mightycause.com/donate/WASHEAR
or Donate your time by volunteering.
	
	


LOCATION
12061 Tech Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 681-6636
https://washear.org 
###

[bookmark: Sun]RESOURCE OF THE MONTH: HIDDEN DISABILITIES SUNFLOWER LANYARD PROGRAM
From Seeing Hope Today, the POB Newsletter
The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Lanyard Program supports people living with hidden disabilities, including vision loss, to help create a more inclusive society. The program has reached more than 300 airports, including Ronald Reagan National Airport. Wearing a lanyard allows people to visually communicate that they might need extra help, time, or patience navigating their environment. For additional information, visit hdsunflower.com.
###

[bookmark: AI]LUMIN AI VOICE ASSISTANT
Thanks to Rachel Schreiman, Co-Chair Falls Church VIP for this follow-up to the Falls Church VIP presentation with Sriram Ganesh, co-founder and CEO of Lumin. 
Lumin Description
Lumin is an AI voice assistant that lets users manage their email and calendar entirely by voice. Built by and for the blind and low vision community, Lumin is also for anyone who wants to get things done without staring at a screen.
Beyond email and calendar, Lumin lets users set innovative Audio Reminders, unsubscribe from unwanted mailing lists, open attachments like images, PDFs, and Word documents, follow web links, and much more.
Lumin is available on iPhone and works with Google and Microsoft email accounts, including Gmail, Outlook, Hotmail, Live, MSN, and custom-domain addresses hosted by either provider.
Available worldwide on Apple's App Store, Lumin supports conversations in more than 40 languages. Lumin is completely free during Early Access, and users are encouraged to share feedback to help shape the product.
Download Lumin on the App Store or visit trylumin.ai to learn more.
For those who missed the presentation or would like to revisit it, the recording is available through either of the following links:
Watch on Zoom:
Zoom Recording Link
Passcode: K#x0mn64
Watch on the VIP Google Drive:
Falls Church VIP Google Drive Recording Link
###

[bookmark: AFB]AFB APPLICATIONS ARE NOW CLOSED FOR AI-POWERED STUDY
The American Foundation for the Blind is so grateful for the enthusiasm and interest from our community in contributing to research on emerging AI technology for people who are blind and have low vision. It's exciting to see so many people eager to help shape the future of this technology.
Selected participants will be contacted with additional details no later than Friday, October 30th. While there are more applicants than available spots, they sincerely appreciate everyone who expressed interest, and they hope you will stay connected with AFB for future research participation opportunities. 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please reach out to studyparticipants@afb.org. 
Thank you again for your interest and for helping advance opportunities to make technology more useful and accessible!
###


	


[bookmark: Theater]


















THEATER UPDATE 
The following performances will be described by an MWE volunteer, who will provide a carefully timed narration of the visual elements in the production. 
Note that recorded program notes, which detail elements of the production for which there is no time to describe during the performance, such as stage settings and costumes, will be available at the theater just prior to the actual performance and on Dial-In before and after the performance at Publication 8, Category 10, Branch 11. 

	






	
Les Miserables
Olney Theatre Center – Roberts Mainstage 301-924-3400
Description: Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 pm	
https://www.olneytheatre.org/whats-playing/les-miserables
###

Are You Now or Have You Ever Been?
Arena Stage Kreeger at the Mead Center - 202-488-3300
Description: Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm
Are You Now or Have You Ever Been? | Arena Stage
###

Hip Hop Nutcracker
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 22 at 2:00 pm	
The Hip Hop Nutcracker - Broadway at The National
###

Cult of Love
Round House Theatre Bethesda - 240-644-1100
Description: Saturday, November 28 at 2:00 pm	
Round House Theatre | Cult of Love

Hell’s Kitchen
National Theater – 1-800-514-3849
Description: Sunday, November 29 at 7:30 pm	
https://www.broadwayatthenational.com/show/hells-kitchen/
###

[bookmark: Calendar]CALENDAR

[bookmark: Replay]Replay POB Events


Listen and watch replays of recent webinars and other POB events at www.youreyes.org/replays
###
	[bookmark: Vote]

[bookmark: ACBVA]ACBVA Convention 2026: The Future is Ours! Shaping What’s Next
November 6th through 8th 
Holiday Inn & Conference Center – Fredericksburg, Virginia
Attend In Person or Virtually (Registration required for either.)  
Can't make it to Fredericksburg? No problem! You can still be part of the excitement!
Join for three days of learning, connection, new experiences, exhibitors, entertainment, and plenty of fun as they come together to shape what’s next for ACBVA. 
In-Person registration $75.  Virtual registration $25.
Convention Information is at:  https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Contact: RoseAnn Ashby & Theresa Breeden
Convention Co-Chairs ACBVA at convention@acbva.org
Or phone 703-403-0226
Convention Information is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Convention Registration Form is at:
https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
###

[bookmark: FFB]FFB Global RHO-adRP Webinar
Friday, November 6th from 10:00 am to 12:15 pm
Virtual via Zoom (Register to receive the webinar link) 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness is opening up the conversation between medical professionals, industry partners, and affected families for a focused discussion on progress and care in Rhodopsin-mediated autosomal dominant retinitis pigmentosa.
What You Will Learn
· Insights into RHO-adRP disease progression and the patient journey.
· Understanding autosomal-dominant inheritance and genetic testing.
· How to navigate clinical trials and access patient resources.
· Updates on emerging research pipelines from leading biotech companies.
· A live Q&A session with our expert panel.
REGISTER NOW  at RHO Day Webinar — Foundation Fighting Blindness
For questions, please contact Grace Warner at GraceWarner@GundVisionFund.org. 
###


[bookmark: Book]Seeing Hope Book Club (Virtual Event)
Friday, November 6th from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm
Join the discussion for Yesteryear by Caro Claire, a satirical psychological thriller novel. Following the life of Natalie Heller Mills, a social media influencer known for her charming traditional farmhouse lifestyle. One morning, she wakes up in 1855 and must learn to navigate the harsh realities of 19th-century farm life to escape home. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: MedStar]Healthy Aging (Virtual Event) – Medstar Low Vision Support Group
Tuesday, November 10th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join Bhakti Panchal, M.D., Washington National Eye Center Ophthalmology Resident, to learn about the eye diseases more likely to develop in people with diabetes. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
Co-sponsored with the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington, DC.
###

[bookmark: APH]Meet the New APH ConnectCenter Webinar 
Tuesday, November 10th at 3:00 pm 
Th American Printing House for the Blind’s ConnectCenter is evolving to make it easier for people to find trusted information and resources across the full lifespan, from diagnosis and early intervention to education, employment, adult independence, and aging with vision loss. This session will explore how the site is moving beyond separate program areas toward a more connected experience organized around the real-life questions and decisions people encounter along the way. Register today at Webinar Registration - Zoom.
###

[bookmark: Star]Holiday Season Support (Virtual Event) – Stargardt’s Network
Tuesday, November 10th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
Join the event to exchange tips on navigating potential challenges and mishaps during the holiday season. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: FH]Friendship Heights Low Vision Resource Group: Metro Access and Travel Training 
Thursday November 12th from 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Friendship Heights Village Center
4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase
Join Brigid Doherty, a Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist and Metro System Orientation Specialist in the Office of Eligibility Certification and Outreach with years of experience travelling independently. Learn about WMATA programs that support independent travel for people with disabilities, including vision impairments. Options include Metro bus and rail with Travel Training, or Metro Access, which offers door-to-door service within the Metro bus and rail service area.
Brigid’s warm, welcoming approach will help you feel confident and empowered to get out and go.
To register, call (301) 656-2797.
Friendship Heights 
Vision Resource Meeting
###

[bookmark: Bard]Many Faces of BARD Program: An Overview of the Many Faces of BARD 
[bookmark: v1_Hlk231465680]Thursday, November 12th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
After the presentation, they will take your questions about all things BARD for the remainder of the hour.
NLS will record this program. The session can be joined by going to: https://loc.zoomgov.com/j/1606945179?pwd=EH2KEjihYhALNg5ttf816aKuPGgndc.1.
Archived recordings of previous Many Faces of BARD sessions are available online at www.loc.gov/nls/news-and-updates/many-faces-of-bard.
###
 
[bookmark: Light]Being the Light: Friends and Family Connection (In-Person Event)
November 14th from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm 
3512 Old Dominion Blvd., Alexandria
Join the Prevention of Blindness Society for a luncheon panel discussion moderated by Jennifer Wood, O.D., F.A.A.O., Low Vision Specialist at POB’s Vision Rehabilitation Clinic. This is a meaningful opportunity for your friends and family to learn more about Low Vision and better understand the challenges it can present. For ticket details and more information, call (301) 951-4444.
###

	[bookmark: Film]Audio Described Film Screening: Michael
Saturday, November 14th at 1:00 pm
MLK Library
901 G Street, NW, Room 401-E
Rated PG-13
Run Time: 2 hours, 7 minutes
*Sensory note: Loud sounds and flashing lights
	
	


To request other reasonable accommodation for this program, please contact DCPLaccess@dc.gov or call 202-727-2142.
###



	[bookmark: Game]Accessible Game Meet-Up  
Saturdays, 3:30 – 5:00 pm 
November 14, December 12
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library 
901 G street, NW, Room 205-B


Play accessible versions of board and card games such as Uno, Bananagrams, chess, and more with the Center for Accessibility!
Boards and cards are tactile and include braille labelling and other accommodations for low-vision and blind players.
Registration is optional but recommended so they know how many people to expect.
Register for November 14th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library
Register for December 12th at Accessible Game Meet-Up - DC Public Library.
###

[bookmark: Lions]Leisure World Lions Club Low Vision Update (In-Person Event) 
Monday, November 16th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Leisure World Clubhouse I – Maryland Room
3300 N Leisure World Blvd., Silver Spring
Join Suleiman Alibhai, O.D., F.A.A.O., Clinical Director of POB’s Vision Rehabilitation Clinic and Low Vision specialist, for a discussion on Low Vision Rehabilitation. Dinner will be available at 5 p.m. for anyone interested in purchasing food. No registration required.
For more information, call (301) 951-4444.
###

[bookmark: InSight]Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours Online
Thursday, November 19th at 5:30 pm
Join the Smithsonian American Art Museum for a docent-led virtual tour designed for participants who are blind or have low vision. Discover highlights from the collection through rich verbal descriptions that invoke a multisensory experience.
Registration required at Overview ⋮ Virtual America InSight: Verbal Description Tours ⋮ Blackthorn Events.
###

[bookmark: Tech]Android Accessibility Features (Virtual Event) – Seeing Hope Tech Talk
November 17th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Join Edlyn Jordan, POB Low Vision Resource Navigator, for a demonstration of the different Android accessibility features. Learn how to customize display settings and utilize features like TalkBack and Live Caption. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###

[bookmark: Hall]Aging In Place (Virtual Event) – Seeing Hope Low Vision Town Hall
Wednesday, November 18th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Join Steve Gurney, Founder of Positive Aging Community, for a discussion on how to decide whether to age in place or move to an assisted living facility. Learn about how to age in place safely and independently. To register, call (301) 951-4444 or click here.
###
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